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takeovers and mergers which lead to:
rFerverbeers CfiCketerS
oFewerpubs

A NATIONAL CAMPAJGN by beer
drinkers to stop further takeovers and
mergers in the brewing industry will be
launched this month. The Campaignfor
Real Ale will make a submission to the
Monopolies and Mergers Commission
arguing that the brewing industry
should be singled out as a special case
and that no further takeovers should be
allowed.

The Commission is undertaking a
tlree-year study of the pub and brewing
industry with special reference to the tied
house system. While CAMRA is not calling for
abolition of the "tie", it is demanding major
changes in the system to stop the seven giant
national brewery combines from dominating
the pub, club and off-licence business.

In particuiar, it says that no brewery
shouid be allowed to o*'n more than 1,000
pubs and that "free houses" with exclusive
deals with one brewery should not be allowed

o Fewer breweries and brewery jobs.
CAMRA says that the intimate

relationship between brewers, pubs and
consumers make the industry a special case
and that takeovers should be stopped in the
interests of both drinkers and brewery
employees. It calls for more stringent
takeover and merger legislation and says that
in the past the M&MC has often given the
green light to takeovers without adequate
study of the consequences.

The Big Seven companies Allied (which
inciudes Benskins in Herdordshire), Bass,
Courage, Greenall Whifley, Scottish and
Newcastle, Watney and Whitbread account
for eight out of every 10 pints sold in the UK
and control ttre vast majority of pubs. Where
lager is concerned, they account for nine out of
every 10 pints sold. The situalion for drinkers
can only get worse if more mergers are
ailowed.

The hit-list in the past six months makes
grimreading:
September 86: Watney buy Ruddles
September 86: S&N take over Home
Brewery of Nottingham. Flome's prices rise
by 6p a pint on lager, 4p on bitter, 2p on mild in
December.
October 86: Elders IXL of Australia (owners
ofFoster's lager) buys Courage. First national

Tumtobackfage

HOWZAT! Wendy Casey of the South Herts
branch of CAMRA toasts Mick andLiz Sweet of
the Cricketers, Redbourn when the Benskins
house was named Pub of the Month in Januarl. -
the second time it has rvon the accolade.
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Large sele:ction of collectors Ales for sale.



Tenyears harddrinking
1' t is hard to imagrne, faced by today's
I abundant choice, just what a tough

r drinking time ale lovers faced in St
Albans a decade ago. The world was younger,
I was poorer but slimmer and the choice in
Albanian pubs, when I came to work and live in
the city, was pretty desperate.

Just tlree pubs sold cask beer. Two of
those were not easy to get into. The Lower
Red Lion in Fishpool Street did not open at
lunchtimes, while entering the redoubtable
Farriers Arms in Lower Dagnall Street was
rather like British Tommies going over the top
into heavily-mined German territory in the
FirstWorldWar.

The guvhor of the Farriers in those days
was an irrascible Cockney named George
Vardey. Although the pub looms large in
CAMRA's history as its first, unofficial
headquarters, George had fallen out with two
of the Campaign's stalwarts, Michael
Hardman and Chris Hutt. To make matters
worse, he confused the two and called Hutt ,'fudman and Hardman'Utt.

On my first tentatjve foray into the
Farriers, I nervously queried the price of my
lunch and was told in stentorian tones that "If
yer don't like it yer can eff off back ter'Ardman". After this less tlan auspicious
start, I did manage to strike up a love-hate
relationship with George: I loved him and he
hated me. "'ere he comes, Pro? the Trots."
was the usualgreetingwhen I chanced my luck
by stepping across the tlreshold.

Behind the grumpy facade, George kept
his McMullen's AK and Country inimmaculate
condition. I carxrot recall what the Lower Red
Lion sold in those days but the third outlet for
cask beer, the White Hart Tap, lingers
unmemorably on my tastebuds. Back in 1976,
long before the re-emergence of Benskins,
the Tap was an Ind Coope pub selling mild and
bitter from Romford on handpumps.

The oid Ind Coope bitter must have
deserved a prize for the Worst Cask Beer in
Britain. So lacklustre was the brew thatl must
confess that I preferred the pressurised
version on the grounds that t}te taste ofcarbon
dioxide was better than nothing at all. To add

RogerProtz casts
a bleary eye on

adecade ofboozing
inStAlbans

to the problem, the then landlord of the Tap,
long since departed, was not too fussy about
cleaning his pipes: the mild tasted like the
bitter (nasty) and on one boilinghot summer's
day, when a group of us switched in
desperation to Skol, that tasted just like the
bittertoo.

It was with enormous relief that we heard
tlat the Jolly Sailor had gone "real" when Ind
Coope leased the Stonecross pub to Charles
Wells. When those first pints of Eagle Bitter
(25p a pint!) trickled over my tastebuds,
cleansing them of the stale residue of Ind
Coope, I had found my personal Valhalla. I
know there are some malcontents who like
neither the Sailor nor the beer, but I still retain
a strong affection for the litfle pub, with the
sharp cultural clash of saloon and public bars,
the potable beer and the success that Ken and
SyMa Adams have made in a rtifficult position
on the fringe of town.

Hard on the heels of the Jolly Sailor came
the great Allied conversion on tJre road to
Damascus-on-Trent. In the summer of 76, Ind
Coope Burton Ale was unveiled, brought
welcome relief to many beer deserts, proved
that there was a demand for cask beer 0ong
denied by the likes of Allied) and that at least
one of the Big Six combines could brew a
decentpint.

While there has never been a bountiful
supply of Burton in St Albans, ttre ripples of its
national success washed up in the city. The
other major brewers rushed to jump on a
moving dray. Whitbread and Courage pubs
sprouted handpumps while cask beers from
tle other national combines watered the free
trade.

Regional brewers were given a fillip when
Peter and Anthea Ransome's brilliantly
revamped Goat in Sopwell Lane gave a regular
presence to the fikes of Adnams, Marston.
Morland and Hook Norton as well as boosting
dramatically the quality of pub grub.

It might seem churlish to complain,
looking back at the skimpy choice in 1976, but
St Albans today mirors both the gains made
by drinkers and the straitjacket placed on
those gains by t}te awesome dominance of tie

jolly Sailm andGaibaldi.. . improung
choice in the city.

giant brewers. Real ale there is a-plenty, but,
as a result of the prominence of Allied,
Whitbread and Courage, too much of it is
un insp i red  (Bensk ins ) ,  ove rp r i ced
(Whitbread), or a thin apology for former
London brews (Courage). And how sad it is
tiat the county's other independent brewer,
Rayment, has no outletforits gulpable ale.

On the plus side there is the welcome if
CrudCmg move by McMullen to take the
pressure off their cask beers and the
resounding success of the skilfullv extended
Garibaldi, though Fullers should give
customers shoehorns so tlat they can get into
the place.

Ten years on I have still to drink in everv
pub in the city and I shall boycott sucir
monstrosities as the Bell in Chequer Street,
with its hideous design and wlgar "mini-pizza
Hut". I remain both a creature of habit and a
nostalgist, frequently going all the way from
Fleetville to the Jolly Sailor for Charlie Wells.
And how I miss the ribald abuse in t]re
Farriers. No one has told me to "eff off in a
pub for ten years. I must be getting soft, or,
worse, respectable.



Goingfor Beyondthe boundary
aBurton Pub crawl int'North

(and anlnd Coope,
Benskins andAnsells)

IND Coope Benskins is the most commonly
r e p r e s e n t e d  b r e w e r  i n  s o u t h e r n
Herdordshire. With this in mind a dozen
members of Soutl Herdordshire and Watford
& Diskict branches accepted an invitation by
the company to visit the brewery at Burton on
TrentinJanuary.

We arrived at tlte brewery at 12. 15 and
were ushered into the Brewery Vaults, the
new functions room and bar, and were
introduced to the brewer and t}te area
representative oflnd Coope Benskins. There
were four handpumps on the bar serving
Ansells Mild and Bitter, and Ind Coope Bitter
and Burton Ale. To the surprise of the staffof
the brewery almost everyone opted to drink
Ansells Mild. Will we see it in Benskins'pubs?
Watchthis space.

After a splendid three course lunch
including roast beef and Yorkshire pudding,
we were divided into two groups and taken
round the plant. The brewery has its own
maltings which produce pale and crystal malt
which is used by tle modern production plant.
There the emphasis is on mass production and
automation, the brewing process being
controlled from a central console by four
people. The capacity of the two production
lines is 100,000 barrels a week, including real
ales, lager, and bottled and keg beers.

The liquor for Ansells' beers and lager
comes from a well near Lichfield, while the
Burton ales use liquor from the brewery's own
wells. The Ansells'beers also use tleir own
yeast. We were entertained to tea and were
given a chance to sample the various real ales
in the brewery samplingroom.

On the way home our ports of call were
the Snibstone New Inn in Coalville selling
excellent Marstons beers. tle Black Horse at
Walcote whose fine Thai menu (watch the
sauce, it is hellfire!) sustained us to our next
stop, tle Boat at Newbold selling Davenport's
beers and Wem Special.

Here we stumbled upon a meeting of
CAMRA's Rugby area branch and played
some darts.

Our final stopoffwas the Green Man, an
ABC pub on the A5 at Brickhill.

Our thanks go to Ind Coope Burton
Brewery for their hospitality and to our
abstemious South Herts chairman. Bob
Norrish, for driving the minibus.

CaskTyke
TETLEY's Bitter from Leeds is now widely
available in keg form in Benskins pubs but the
cask version is beginning to make an
appearance. Handpumps for Tetley's have
sprouted in the OId Bulls Head in Ware and the
Harts Horns at Herdord.

Prtcr & L.tlcy Rcynoldtw.lcomeyou to

@ll":ililli}@
Rayments BBA * Grcene Klng KK & Abbot

GOOD HOTE COOKEO FOOD
TOiIDAY TO SATI'ROAY

a EGnt Pelhefr 227 -

across the Pennines to Lancashire and. in
particular, Chorley. Time was even shorter
on this trip, because I only had one evening
to visit the four recommendedpubs.

' Having seen how accurate the guide was
for Harogate in Yorkshire, I was interested to
know if the Lancashire lads and lasses would
"do me proud", beingfrom Chorleymyself. So
offI went accompanied bymy long-standing or
lon g-suffering friend John.

Once again armed with my copy of the
Good Beer Guide for 1986, (the 1987
guide was still with Santa), I set off

The Market in Cleveland Street was our
first port of call. On entering the crowded but
quiet town centre pub we were shown by mine
host to an even quieter little room callled a
"snug". The Peter Walker Dark Mild (1031)
was on handpump and, at 73p a pint, was
smooth and slid down a treat. We tried the
bitter next (1033) and at 76p was quite
pleasant but a little too mild for me. The pub
was well recommended in the guide, it was
friendly and quiet witl excellent bar staff.

Next we made our way to the
Wheatsheaf in St. Thomas's Road only to
find that it was closed and is due to be turned
into a wine bar. Ah well, a wasted journey
on suchacoldnight. Half time 1-1.

Our next pub in comparison to the first
was the extreme opposite. On entering the
Crown in Chapel Street, the noise and the
density of the smoke hit us like a 14lb hammer.
There was a high-pitched, earsplitting din

Benskins put the Boot in
THE Boot krn, the only pub in the village of
Dane End, is up for sale. Benskins have closed
the pub, which could become a free house. Ian
Crowhurst, for licensed premises agent
Colliers, Bigwood and Bewlays, said: "This is
an excellent opportunity for someone to
develop a real country pub." The freehold
price is 598,000.

Helping Hand
THE Bird in Hand at Gosmore was voted Pub
of the Month for January by the North Herts
branch of CAMRA. The landlord is Keith
Elliott, who has run the pub for the past 12
years and has won a deserved reputation for
his beer and food. The Bird in Hand has been
sellirrg ale since 1886 and was carfully and
sensitively modernised three years ago.

Queens is trumps
HERTS South Pub of the Month for

February is the Queen's Head, Sandridge, the
first time that landlord Dennis Remington and
his wife Marion have won such an award.
Dennis used to be landlord at the Nag's Head,
Herdord, before moving to the Queen's Head,
also a Whitbread house, 3 i years ago. He
promptly installed two handpumps which
serve Wethereds and Castle EdenlFlowers
Original/Frernlins. Meals are available every
lunchtime except Sunday and the two
contrasting bars provide the kind ofpub which
really does have something for everyone.

Smart move
THE Arftl Dodger in Potters Bar has moved
to bigger premises at 35 High Street. The
beers are Bass, Courage Directors, Gibbs
Mew Salisbury, Younger IPA and guest
beers.

which obscured any normal conversation and
it seemed to get louder as we not so much
walked as staggered (not drunkenly) into the
modernised but not too plastic interior. "The
tiled floor would be more suited to an abattoir"
shouted John, "and its not my round again, is
it?". There was standing room only and the
average age of the drinkers looked a little
youngtous.

Not to be deterred by the noise, we tried
the Matthew Brown Mild (1031) at 74p a pint.
It was, as I always findit, bland I likenit to one
of the local brews in Herffordshire. We sank
down the mild quickly and tried a pint of
Theakston's XB (1O15) whidt was a very tasty
frrll-bodied bitter and at 74p was "morish".
One pint in all that din though was enough, so
with pieces of cheese in our ears, (shades of
"AIlo Allo") we left to continue on our way.

It was a long walk to the next pub and
time was getting really short now. The
Albion in Bolton Street is a super pub with
genuine wooden beams and at last a civilised
atrnosphere even though it rvas a little
smokey. Teddy boys and teeny boppers were
conspicuous by their absence, but the
clientele, like the writer and his friend, were
"mature". We tried the Tetley Bitter
(1035.5), which was crystal dear andatTfip a
pint was a very good buy. John was just
finishing his second half (he's such a slow
drinker) whgn I said, "Let's tr-v the Tetley
Mld". Once more John was heard to remark,
"What my round again?". The mild (1032) was
very light in colour and as smooth as silk and at
73p itwas one mild I couldhave drunkal night.
However as it was alinost 11 o'clock rve drank
up and left. Having missed the last bus, we
walked home a little cold but mer4'.

Like Harrogate, the Good Beer Guide
had scored again, but this time it rvas a 2-2
draw as against a 4-1 win last time. The prices
fared better at an average of. 75p apint. I bid
my friend goodnight and as he disappeared
into the distance he was heard to say, 'TVhat

my round again?", but tlen after all, he still
had the cheese in his ears. Cheers!

JOIN GATURA NOW
Just fill in the rorm below and send, with a
cheque for fg (psyeblo to CAMRA Ltd) to

CAlrlRA, 3f Alm. Rord, St Albrnr,
Hctc ALI 38W.
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Action call
Frompage one
British combine falls to an international
predator.
October 86: Okells of Dougias, IoM, takes
over otler island brewery, Castletown.
Brewery dosed in November. Brands lost:
mild and bitter on draught, plus three bottled
beers,
January 87: Allied buy Drybrough of
Edinburgh from Watney. Brewery ciosed in
February, 29 jobs lost. Brands lost: six
draught, three bottled, one canned.

Watney has now closed its breweries in
Norwich,  Manchester  (Wi lsons)  and
Edinburgh, There are persistent rumours in
the City that if the parent Grand Metropolitan
group is split up, then Anheuser-Busch of the
US, owners of Budweiser and Michelob and
the world's biggest brewery group, may buy
Watney. Anheuser-Busch is now quoted on ail
major European stock markets.

British drinkers face the prospect of
losing more brerveries and traditional beers
and seeing their locals swamped with
expensive international lager brands, Our
brewing heritage can be saved only if there is
massive pressure on the next government to
take urgent action to protect the British
brewingindustry.

Pub changes in South Herts
Tudor Tavern, St Albans now reopened.
Combes Bitter, Ruddles County.
Plough and Harrow, Southdown,
Harpenden now reopened. Combes Bitter.
Websters Yorkshire Bitter, Ruddles County.
Peahen, St Albans, closed for major
alterations.

Black Lion Hotel, St Albans, closing
shortly for alterations.
Green Man, Sandridge, landlord moving to
Grandison Arms, Bramfield.
Pinks Hotel, Shenley, rumoured to be up
for sale.
Crystal Palace, St Albans, planning
application for conversion to offices.

When it comcs to
Gountry Best-

ilcilullen deliuer
In  162TPet . rMcMul lcn lddedh i rbErcry rn

Hcntod Tod.y I i3 ltillEry mucha lamily bulrcis

Across
l Diplomat
6 Apsley
9 Steamcoach
10 Rack
12 Angbl's Reply
ID I,XIT

16 Lion
17 Fertile
20 Cash
2l Alec
22 tudeley
26 Chip
28 Sear
29 Piccott's End
32 Ware
33 Puckeridge
34 Grapes
35 Sinister

Down
2lota
3 Learnt
4 Machete
5 Transit
6 Ashrvell
7 Shrill
8 Etch
I 1 Peacock
12 Airship
l3 Yielded
14 Unicorn
18 Red
l9I l l
23 Recipes
24 Entices
25 Eastern
27 Pileup
28 Snarls
30 Fair
3l Ogre

First correct entry out of the hat was from
Caroline Hall, Station House, Nightingale
Road, Hitchin, Herts, who will receive a copy
of the Dictionary of Beer.

Two up
THE landlord of. the Good Beer Guide hsted
Monken Holt in Barnet has taken the
Chequers in Potters Bar as a second tenanc)'.
Real ales restored are Courage Best Bitter
and Directors.
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Victory for Good Honest Sense
Batemans of Wainlleet in Lincolnshire,
brewers of renowned "Good Honest
Ales", has been reprieved. A damaging
split in the family, with the younger
ones keen to sell their shares. looked

Down yourway
6 March: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts, 8p. m.
Bread & Roses at Hoddesdon Folk Club.
8 March: Brewery Tap, Ware, 8p.m. Heien
Royall at Ware Folk Club.
8 March: Crown, St Albans, lunchtime.
Traditional music session.
13 March: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts,
8p. m. Dick Miles at Hoddesdon Folk Club.
15 March: Brewery Tap, Ware, 8p.m. Life
and Times at Ware Folk Club.
20 March: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts,
8p.m. John Kirkpatrick at Hoddesdon Folk
Club.
22 March: Brewery Tap, Ware, 8p.m.
Singers Night at Ware Folk Club.
22 March: Crown, St. Albans, lunchtime.
Traditionai music session.
27 March: Crown, Stanstead Abbotts,
8p. m. Pilliwigs at Hoddesdon Folk Club.
29 March: Brewery Tap, Ware,8p.m. \ick
Dow at Ware Folk Club.
5 April: Brewery Tap, Ware, 8p.m.
Cosmothekaat Ware Folk Club.
Every Thursday evening: Rose & Crown,
St. Albans. Traditiona.l music session.
Listings in this column aze free. Send
details to the Editor by first of month.

Answers to the Christmas crossword:

certain to lead to the demise of the
traditional brewery. But now chairman
George Bateman controls all the shares
and the company seems certain of a
soundfuture.

CAMRA
branch news

NORTHHERTS
Wednesday 11 March: Sociai at the Two
Diamonds, Stevenage, 8pm
Wednesday 15 April: Social at the Three
Tuns, Ashwell, Spm
C ontact R ay Sineft a Steaenage 362577

SOUTHHERTS
Monday 2 March: Committee meeting,
Barley Mow, Tyttenhanger Green, 8pm
Tuesday lO March: Guided tour of
Borehamwood boozers, meet Woodcock,
Croxdale Road, 8pm.
Tuesday 17 March: Branch meetjng, Arfful
Dodger, High Street, Potters Bar
Tuesday 24 Marchz Pub of the Month,
Baron of Beel WelwynViilage
Monday 30 March: Committee meeting,
Woodman, Wildhill.
C ontact Adnan J ollffi t St AIbarc 69675

WATFORD &DISTRICT
Wednesday 4 March: Branch darts
tournament, West Herts Sports Club Spm.
Wednesday 11 March: Branch meeting and
AGM at the Wheatsheaf, High Street,
Watford, 8pm.
Wednesday 18 March: Social at Halfway
House, Rickmansworth, Spm.
Wednesday 25 March: Three pub crawl,
start at Load of Hay, Watford Heath 8pm,
Royal Oak, Watford Heath 9pm, Haydon
Arms, UpperPaddock Road 10pm.
Sunday 29 March: First meeting of new
committee at West Herts Sports Club, 8pm.
Contact Tony King 'c Garston 67287

MID.CHILTERNS
Tuesday 10 March: Social, White Lion,
Apsley 8.30pm
Tuesday 7 April: Pub crawl, Top Amersham
start Boot and Slipper 8.30pm
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Renovations now complete

Widest setection of reat ates
in Hertford with many guest beers
served on gravity and hand pump

Reduced prices on cask are
5-30 to 7.00 pm Mon-Fri.

Home cooked t*U .,  al l  tames


