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ALLIED TO STAY IN BREWING
Greena l l  Wh i t ley  have  dec ided  to  c lose  the i r
b rewer ies  a t  War r ing ton  and  Not t ingham
(Sh ips tones)  add ing  ano ther  so r ry  chap fu r  to
Greenal l 's  h istory of  destroying Br i ta in 's brewing
her i tage .  These  two  jo in  S impk iss ,  Wem and
Davenpor ts  b rewer ies  as  p ro f i tab le  concerns
indiscriminately axed by Greenalls in recent years.
Greena l ls  have cont rac ted  A l l ied  Brewer ies  ( lnd
Coope/Benskins) to produce their brands for the next
5 years. This at least would appear for the time being
to -sco tch  rumours  tha t  A l i i bd  were  themse lve i
p lann ing  to  ge t  ou t  o f  b rewing  in  the  near  fu tu re ,
although the future of some of All ied's brands must
sti l l  be in doubt.
The proposed closures,  wi th the loss of  about 700
jobs,_come as a bit of surprise as it had been thought
that Greenall 's were trying to sell their breweries 6ut
it is understood that none of the prospective buyers
(rumoured to include Labatts and Bass) cam6 up
with an offer remotely close to Greenall 's valuation.
The main reason Greenall 's gave for leaving brewing
was tha t  w i th  the i r  p lan ts  work ing  a t  about  60%
capacity it was cheaper and more profitable to buy rn
beer than brew i t  themselves. As wel l  as brewing

Greena l ls  beers  a t  the i r  War r ing ton  and Bur ton
breweries, All ied wil l also be sell ing their own beers,
including the ubiquitous Tetleys, to Greenall pubs.
However, they won't be having it all their own way as
Greenal l  wi l l -a lso be of fer ing'  their  landlords b6ers
from Bass and Whitbread. In an associated deal
All ied wil l also start brewing Labatts the Canadian
lager, previously brewed by Greenalls under l icence,
and wi l l  a lso be supply ing i t  to some of their  own
pubs.

Campaign ing  to  ge t  Greend l ls  to  recons ider  the i r
decis ion is already underway, wi th CAMRA, t rade
unions and local council lors leading the protests.
lf the deal goes ahead it seems extremely unlikely
that al l  Greenal l 's  current brands ( including Weri ,
Shipstones, and Davenports)  wi l l  survive.  These
beers may themselves be less distinctive than they
once were but they wil l certainly be different again
when produced by All ied, howev6r much they tryind
tell us they can match the flavours (witness Gieene
K ing  w i th  Rayments  and  Whi tb reads  w i th
Higsons). All in all i t looks l ike another disaster for
the consumer with a further reduction in choice and
an increase in  p r ices  l i ke ly .  (Te t leys  se l l s  a t  an
average 6p a pint more than Greenalls bitter).
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other times pot luck
Large selection of collectors Ales for sale.
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Widest selection of real ales
in Hertford with many guest beers
served on gravity and hand pump

Reduced pri."s on cask ale
5.30 to 6.30 pm Mon - Fri

Home cooked food weekday lunchtimes



NOW GREENE KING WHACK
UP THEIR PRICES
Greene King have followed the lead set by the big boys in
the business by increasing their  pr ices from the middle of
September. The increases recommended by Greene King
to allow their landlords to 'preserve profit margins' is 7p on
a pint of  IPA and 9p on Abbot,  al though i t  is known that
some landlords have their  own ideas.. .
How much of this increase is to help towards covering the
t24  mi l l ion  loss  Greene K ing  incur red  when the i r  B ig  R
leisure f i rm col lapsed is not known. However the col lapse
certainly influenced their decision to sell thei 25k interest
in Harp to Guinness for a reported t6mil l ion.
Harp once known as the blonde in the bar is now a whol ly
o w n e d  s u b s i d i a r y  o f  G u i n n e s s .  H a r p  l a g e r  h a s  n o w
bought a controlling share in the Crown Brewery, forrnerly
known as the South Wales Clubs Brewery at Pontyclun,
Mid  Glamorgan,  Harp  a l ready  cont ro l led  the  Buck leys
Brewery in Llanel l i  in a joint  venture with Crown. Fol low
t h a t ?  W e l l  l a m  s u r e  i t  i s  a l l  a b o v e  b o a r d  u n l i k e  t h e
Dist i l ler 's af fair .  Yet again another independant brewery
gets swallowed up by a big conglomerate.
And now the good news; Tol lemache and Cobbold of
lpswich are brewing again a year after Brent Walker closed
t h e m  d o w n  a n d  b r e w e d  t h e  b e e r  a t  C a m e r o n s  i n
Hart lepool.  The brewery has been bought out by the old
management lead by chairman Peter Strutt  and M.D. Brian
C o w i e .  O n e  c a s u a l t y  o f  t h e  d e a l  i s  t h a t  C a m e r o n s
Strongarm wi l l  no longer be travel l ing south.

BREWERY NEWS
T h e  H i g s o n s  B r e w e r y ,  L i v e r p o o l  n o w  o w n e d  b y  G B
Brewer ies  w i l l  p roduce rea l  a le  in  the  near  fu tu re .  An
e x p e r i e n c e d  m a n a g e m e n t  t e a m  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f o r m e r
Higson's head brewer is current ly being assembled. Since
Whitbread moved product ion of Higsons to Sheff ield sales
on Merseyside have halfed. Barry Clarke o{ Whitbread said
there is no quest ion of sel l ing the Higsons brand name to
GB breweries. Show we are in sol idar i ty with Merseyside
Camra; join the Whitbread boycott .
The Heritage brewery at Burton is to start brewing again
fol lowing a deal with Lloyd Country Beers of Ingleby.
Fresh from his successful  launch of his new pub in Hove,
Dav id  Bruce is  open ing  a  second pub in  Southampton.
F o r m e r l y  t h e  S t y l e ,  t h e  n e w  n a m e  h a d  n o t  b e e n
announced as we went to press.

Bruce's old chain of Firkin oubs are up for sale at about
t l 0 m i l l i o n .

TEN YEARS AGO
Under the heading 'Lager's a rip-off - Official' the October
1 9 8 0  N e w s l e t t e r  w a s  r e p o r t i n g  o n  a  C o n s u m e r s
Assocation survey which found much canned and bottled
lager not f resh enough or tast ing bready, cardboardy or
m e t a l l i c ;  d a t i n g  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e  a g e
problem. The low strength and high relat ive pr ice of the
canned lagers were also cr i t ic ised, enforcing the CAMRA
viewpoint that lager was an overpriced, second rate drink.
Articles in both October and November took McMullens to
task over their  general  pol icy of sel l ing otherwise excel lent
a l e  u n d e r  t o p  p r e s s u r e  o r  b l a n k e t  p r e s s u r e .  w h e r e
handpumped, usual ly in managed houses, they were not
promoting. The main news in November 1980 was 'Pr ices

up again' .  An increase of 4p a pint had taken the average
pr ice  o f  a  p in t  o f  b i t te r  in  the  county  to  over  SOpence.
M e a n w h i l e  i n  M a n c h e s t e r  a  p i n t  o f  t h e  l a t e  l a m e n t e d
Boddingtons Bitter could be had for as little as 3Tpence!
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TOWN AND AROUND
After a quiet few months, there has been a smal l  f lurry of
act iv i ty in the Nodheast of the county.
J u l y  s a w  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  R o y s t o n ' s  ( a n d  p o s s i b l y
Herfordshire's longest serving hosts; Stan and Margaret
Wilson retired from the White Bear after 28 years, a span
which took them from J.W. Green of Luton to Flowers
then Whitbread and the keg revolut ion with the eventual
re- instal lat ion of handpumps in the eight ies. We wish the
Wilsons wel l  in their  ret i rement.
Our best wishes and thanks also go to Peter and Lesley
Reynolds who lef t  the Star,  Furneux Pelham in September
after eight years. For mosl of those years the Star was an
entry in the Good Beer Guide and in '1987 was North Herts
Branch Pub o f  the  Year .  Peter  and Les ley  gave grea t
support  to the Campaign over the years, part icualr ly dur ing
the Rayments closure campaign in 1987.
Charles Wel ls have bought the Chequers in Royston, for
many years a free house. Although Wells also own the Old
B u l l  I n n  n e x t  d o o r ,  t h e y  i n t e n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  r u n  t h e
Chequers as a separate house. Previously unreported is
the  handpump on the  bar  o f  McMul len 's  B lack  Bu l l  in
Bunt ingford: al l  of  the town's six pubs now have real ale.
However,  the handpump instal led in the Banyers Hotel ,
Royston for Country bi t ter has now been removed having
b e e n  l i t t l e  u s e d :  i f  r e a l  a l e  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t h e n  t h e
cus tomer  cannc t  d r ink  r t .
Two McMullen pubs have recent ly been sold to become
free houses. The Beehive, f lare Street near Bunt inqford
was a lways  cons idered too  smal l  by  McMul lens  fo r  the
ins ta l la t ion  o f  handpumps.  Now,  as  a  f ree  house,  i t  has
s e e n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a l e s  f  r o m  m a j o r  b r e w e r s  o n  s t x
h a n d p u m p s .  T h e  H e r o n  o n  t h e  A ' 1 2 0  a t  S t a n d o n  w a s
closed for a whi le but re-opened as a free house in August
o f f e r i n g  G r e e n e  K i n q  A b b o t t .  I P A  a n d  M c M u l l e r r  A K .
l ron ica l l y  the  Bensk ins  pub,  the  Be l l ,  nearby  in  the  H igh
Street was the f i rst  pub to receive AK from McMullens as a
guest beer whi lst  the Heron was closed. The Bel l  is ncw a
Greene King pub thus, with the Star,  giv ing them a vir tual
monopoly of the vi l lage.
A new out le t  fo r  rea l  a le  i s  the  Adam and Eve H i tch in ,
Wethered Bitter (sic) and Brakspears Bitter available. Also
in Hitchin the Angels Reply has added AK to the Country.
Another new out let  is the White Lion, Stevenage offer ing
Greene King abbot and IPA on handpump.
The rebu i ld ing  o f  the  K ings  Head,  L i t t le  Bushey Lane,
Bushey, is wel l  under way and the new owners Chartes
Wells hope the pub wi l l  be open by the end of November.
The pub wi l l  be a managed house and is expected to be
sel l ing Eagle Brt ter and Bombardier.
The Bel l  and Crown, Hert ford, a Good Beer Guide entry
for 14 years up to 1987 and the nearest pub to the brewery
has been closed by McMullens and is unl ikely to reopen.
What does it say about the brewery when it can not keep
it 's own local going?
Plans have been submitted by Jarvis Apthorp Ltd. and Allied
B r e w e r i e s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  G e o r g e  a n d  a d j a c e n t  s i t e ,
Harpenden into off ices, retai l  uni ts and publ ic toi lets.  Last
time such plans were submitted they were rejected, we hope
they are again, Camra are apposed to the loss of any pub.
T h e  K i n g  H a r r y ,  S t .  A l b a n s  i s  c l o s e d  f o r  m a j o r
refurbishment by Benskins. The Bel l ,  Harpenderr also has
plans in to extend the restaurant and toilets.
O f  t h e  8 7  p u b s  b o u g h t  b y  G r e e n e  K i n g  f  r o m  A l l i e d
Breweries nine are in Hert fordshire, these are; the Bel l  at
Cottered, near Buntingford, the Fox and Hounds, Hatfield
Heath ,  near  B ishop 's  S tor t fo rd ,  S i r  John Bar leycorn ,
Hitchin, the Black Horse, South Mimms, the Falcon, Park
Street,  St.  Albans, the Bel l ,  Standon, the Anchor,  Tr ing
and the Old Maypole, Water End, North Mymms. Some of
these have already changed and are serving Greene King
beers including XX their  dark mi ld.

Fullers have also bought a parcel of around 40 pubs from
A l l i e d ,  r u m o u r s  a b o u n d  a s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e ,  w e  w i l l
publ ish a l ist  when they have been conf irmed.
McMul lens  AK is  s ta r t ing  to  make in roads  in to  the  t ied
estate of the big brewers. l t  was recent ly spotted in the
B u n c h  o f  C h e r r i e s ,  S t .  A l b a n s  ( W h i t b r e a d )  a n d  t h e
Marquis of Granby, Harpenden (Watney).  But i t  is st i l l
cheapest  a t  the  Woodman,  Wi ldh i l l  (98  pence) ,  le t  us
know i f  there are any more pubs regular ly sel l ing a pint of
real beer Jor less than a oound.
P l a n s  t o  g i v e  a  f u l l  l i c e n c e  t o  t h e  I n n  o n  t h e  P a r k
res taurant  in  Veru lamium,  S t .  A lbans  have been tu rned
down by local magistrates.
Latest proposals by Regent Inns to convert  Moor Mi l l  at
Park Street into a pub and restaurant have been refused
by the  p lanners  because i t  wou ld  mean the  loss  o f  the
ancient water wheel and other machinery.
The Cherry Tree Welwyn Garden City, once described as'a ta i ry  g ro t to 'o r 'a  f i lm se t  fo r  a  B  mov ie 'has  c losed.  (The
editor remembers seeing Led Zeppel in play there in 1968
for f ive shi l l ings).  And the Huntsman at Goose Green near
Hertford is having an extension bui l t  that looks as though i t
is going to double in size.

BURTON IS THE CHAMP
Only one of the nat ional brewers beers f in ished in the top
t h r e e  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  s e v e n  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  b e e r  i n  t h e
C h a m p i o n  B e e r  o f  B r i t a i n  a w a r d s  a n n o u n c e d  a t  t h e
success fu l  Great  Br i t i sh  Beer  Fes t iva l  a t  Br igh ton  in
August.  That beer was Ind Coope Burton Ale which, in
bl ind tast ings, went on to win the coveted Champion Beer
of Br i tain.
Other beers often avai lable in Herts which featured in the
awards were Greene King Abbot and Adnams Broadside
( r u n n e r s  u p  t o  B u r t o n  i n  t h e  S p e c i a l  B i t t e r  c a t e g o r y ) ;
Adnams Bit ter and Youngs Bit ter ( f rrst  and second in
S t a n d a r d  B i t t e r  c l a s s ) :  F u l l e r s  L o n d o n  P r i d e  a n d
W a d w o r t h s  6 X  ( s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  t o  T i m  T a y l o r s
L a n d l o r d  -  B e s t  B i t t e r s ) ;  a n d  F u l l e r s  E S B  ( t h i r d  i n
Strong Ale category behind Robinsosn Old Tom). The
other category winners were Harveys Pale Ale (Mi ld and
Light Bitters) and Woodfordes Wherry Best Bitter (New
Breweries).
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DIARY DATES
NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
Wednesday 10 October, 8.30 Five Village Crawl, starting at
the Harrow, Bendish, near Whitwel l .
Wednesday 24  Oc lober ,  8 .30  Branch Meet ing  a t  the
Chequers, Barley, near Royston.
Wednesday 7 November, 8.30 Two-pub social, at Inn on
the Green and then the Plough, Datchworth.
Wednesday 21 November, 8.30 Buntingford Crawl, starting
at the Railway.
Wednesday 5  December ,  8 .30  Branch Meet ing  a t  the
George and Dragon, Graveley.
Wednesday 19 December Bpm Baldock Crawl, starting at
the Cock.
Contact: Paul Coard 0462 437 249.

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Wednesday 3 October Two pub social ;  8.30 Royal Oak
9.15 Load of Hay, Watford Heath.
Wednesday 10 October Apsley (Hemel Hempstead) crawl;
8.23 train from Watford Junct ion, 8.30 Albion, 9.00 Bel l ,
9.30 White Lion, 10.00 Fountain.
Tuesday 16 October Al l  members social ,  8.30 Feathers,
Rickmansworlh.
S u n d a y  2 1  O c t o b e r  L u n c h t i m e  s o c i a l ,  n o o n  C a r t  a n d
Horses, Commonwood, 2pm Plough, Belsize.
Wednesday 24 October 1991 Good Beer Guide launch,
8.30 Haydon Arms, Oxhey Vi l lage.
W e d n e s d a y  7  N o v e m b e r  B r e w e r i a n a  A u c t i o n  -  s e e
below.
Tuesday 13  November  soc ia l  fo r  new and prospec t ive
members 8.30 Wel l ington, Watford.
W e d n e s d a y  2 1  N o v e m b e r  S o c i a l  8 . 3 0  W h i t e  B e a r ,
Rickmansworth.
Wednesday 28  November  Soc ia l  8 .30  in  rebu i l t  K ings
Head, Bushey Heath, if not open Royal Oak, Bushey.
Contact: Martin Few: 0923 52412.

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
Tuesday 9  October  8 .30  Branch meet ing ,  Duncombe
Arms, Railway Street, Hertford.
Tuesday 30 October 8.30 Conkers Match, Rose & Crown,
St.  Michaels St. ,  St.  Albans.
Tuesday 13 November 8.30 Branch meeting, Oddfel lows
Arms, Leyton Green, Harpenden.
Tuesday 27 November 8.30 Welwyn ramble, start  at  the
Baron of Beef, Mill Lane, Welwyn.
Contact: Bob Norrish 0582 763133 x2554 or 0582 769923.

MrD-CHTLTERNS BRANCH (WEST HERTS)
Contact:  Chris Pont in 0494786241(w) 0494 775 409(H).

HERTS.ESSEX BORDERS
Contact: Angie Wright 0277 22581 5

ALL HERTS LIAISON MEETING
Monday 29 October Bpm Bull Barnet Road (by the bridge)
London Colney.

HARVEYS WEEKEND
A weekend tr ip to Sussex taking in a visit  to Harvey's
brewery in Lewes is planned for the 26-28 October. Any
intrepid drinkers wishing to join the fun should contact Jim
Ax{ord on:0279 870708 x142 or 0440 730826 a.s.a.p.

BREWERIANA AUCTION
On Wednesday November 7th, Watford & District will be
holding their annual breweriana auction. The number of
people attending previous auctions has meant that we
have had to move from the Wheatsheaf (thanks to them for
their support in the past) in search of a larger room. As a
consequence this year's event wil l  be held at the West
Her ts  Spor ts  Ctub,  Park Lane,  Wat ford,  s tar t ing at
8.00pm with viewing from 7.30pm.
Amongs t  t he  i t ems  to  be  auc t i oned  a re  t rays  f  rom
Ramsdens and Brickwoods, Simmonds ash trays, West
Coast Brewery bottle lables, a Hartleys Brewery mirror and
a Hawthorne Brewery bottle as well as the usual array fo
glasses, bar towels, books and pump clips.

REAL DRAUGHT BEER IN
HERTFORDSHIRE...
THE GUIDE
Eight years in the making, 800 pubs surveyed, many of
them several  t imes, i t 's now al l  come together through the
dogged pers is tence o f  ed i to r  Roger  F i l le r  and w i l l  be
launched in the next few weeks. Watch this space and
local oress for details.

MEMBERSHIP SOARS
Nearly 600 new members signed on at the Great Bri t ish
Beer Fest ival  in Brighton taking the total  membership up to
27,000 near ing  the  g iddy  he igh ts  i t  reached in  the  mid
1970's.  More an more people are register ing their  disgust
at the way many brewers are treating their customers and
pubs. So don't  be lef t  out -  s ign up todayl

APPLICATION FOR CAMRA
MEMBERSHIP
lAlVe wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale Limited, and agree to
abide by the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the
Campaign.  lam/We are over  18 years of  age (AGE. ) -
NAME(S)
DATE . . . . . . . . . . .
ADDRESS

SIGNATURE
TELEPHONE NUMBER(S)
lANe enclose remittance for individual/joint membership for one
year:  U.K. e10

Overseas el4
lArVe would l ike to receive further information about CAMRA
. Knowledge of the average age of our members would be
helpful. The information need only be given if you wish ALL
MEMBERS MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE.
Please send your remittance (payable to CAMRA Limited) with
this application form to:

THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY CAMRA LTD.,
34 ALMA ROAD, ST. ALBANS,. HERTS. AL1 3BW

OR WHY NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF DIRECT DEBIT?
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