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GBBF GOES TO THE DOGS!
CAMRA's Great British Beer Festival (GBBF) is returning to London for the first time since
1980. The 1991 event is to be held at the London Arena on the lsle of Dogs and will be open
from Tuesday 13th August to Saturday 20th August. Once again the aim wil l  be to make
available the largest possible range of British real ales, complemented by ciders, perries and
a selection of foreign beers.
The London Arena was opened in 19Bg and has played
hos t  t o  a  mu l t i p l e  r ange  o f  even t s .  l t  i s  c l ose  t o
Crossharbour station on the Docklands Light Railway,
and the site is also served by buses, river boat transport
and p lane -  the London Ci ty  a i rpor t  is  c lose by,  so
there's no excuse for not gett ing there!
The last  London GBBF was held under  canvas in  the
grounds of Alexander Palace after the 'Al ly Pally'  suffered
severe f i re  damage.  Since then the event  has toured
England having been held at  Leeds,  B i rmingham and
Brighton.
The move away f rom Br ighton,  despi te  a successfu l
festival being held there last year, was prompted by a
large increase in the costs of hir ing the Metropole halls
and  the  va r ious  admin i s t ra t i ve  o rob lems  tha l  we re
experienced there.
The size of the London Arena will allow the food area to

be  l oca ted  apa r t  f r om the  bee r
ha l l s  and  th i s  w i l l  he lp  to  keep
down the temperature in the main
h a l l .  A d d i t i o n a l l y  a n  a r e a  h a s
b e e n  a l l o c a t e d  a s  a  f a m i l y  

'

room, but its usage is subject to
ga in ing  po l i ce  app rova l .  One
f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  m a i n  h a l l  i s  i t s  l ?
t i e r e d  s i d e s  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  a
b i r d ' s  e y e  v i e w  o f  t h e  w h o l e
fes t iva l ,  though whether  tha t ' s  a
good idea after a few pints is open to
question!
Actual opening times, entrance charges etc have yet to
be f inal ised, although there wil l  be a discounted entrance
fee for  CAMRA members (membership form on back
page!).
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Widest selection of real ales
in Hertford with many guest beers
served on gravity and hand pum?

Reduced pti... on cask ale
5.30 to 6.30 pm Mon - Fri

Home cooked food weekday lunchtimes



NEW'REAL DRAUGHT BEER
IN HERTS'
I t  i s  inev i tab le  in  a  gu ide  l i s t ing  a lmost  1 ,000 pubs  tha t
errors and omissions will occur, especially given the time it
took  to  compi le  i t  (about  18  months  accord ing  to  the
introduct ion).  l t  is thus commendable that the new edit ion
of Real Draught Beer in Hertfordshire is as up to date as it
is. There are, however, several unfortunate errors to note,
particularly the first listed below, and our apologies to all at
the Swan for any embarrassment caused:
ABBOTS LANGLEY
Add the Swan, Col lege Road - Green King XX Mild,  lPA,
Abbot  A le .  Th is  1991 GBG l i s ted  pub appeared under
Leavesden in the last edition of the Herts guide and was
erroneously listed as such in the appendix of this edition.
BATCHWORTH HEATH
The Fairway Tavern referred to in the town description is at
Rickmansworth Municiple Golf  Course, adjacent to Moor
Park.
BOXMOOR
A d d  P o s t  O f f i c e  A r m s ,  P u l l e r  R o a d  ( 2 5  o n  H e m e l
Hempstead map) Ful lers London Pride, ESB.
BUSHEY HEATH
The Partridge is in Carpenders Park (Watford map).
GARSTON
The Dusty Miller is near Bishops Stortford
NEWGATE STREET
There is real ly only one Crown lhere
OXHEY
Add Railway Arms (opp Bushey BR station). Benskins pub
current ly sel l ing Greene King IPA but l iable to change.
RICKMANSWORTH
Mao omit ted.

ROYSTON
The Moon and Stars is off the 4507 near Baldock
THERFIELD
The Bell is closed
There have of course been additional changes since the
guide went  to  pr in t :  some Al l ied (Benskins)  pubs have
gone to Fullers and Greene King for instance. What better
way to keep up to date than through the news columns of
the Hertfordshire Newsletter?
The pocket-s ize guide,  pr ice t3 .50,  is  avai lab le f rom
CAMRA branches, selected pubs and bookshops or by
post from Eric Sim, 10 Heron Way, Hatf ield, Herts, AL10
BQL (tel 0707 260647). Discount price available to CAMRA
members (membership form on back page!).

TEN YEARS AGO
I n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 1  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  w a s  h e r a l d i n g  t h e
(delayed) arrival of a new edition of Real Draugh Beer in
H e r t f o r d s h i r e .  l t  i s  s o m e  m e a s u r e  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f
CAMRA in  the  in te rven ing  decade tha t  the  '198, |  gu ide
l isted over 500 real ale oubs, but the latest edi t ion l ists
nearly 1,000. This is despite the many closures result ing in
fewer pubs in total in the county.
A campaigning success noted on the back page was the
instal lat ion of handpumps in the Kings Arms, Hitchin after
three years of pestering Whitbread by the locals. Inside, a
disgruntled letter writer complaining about a Greene King
price rise taking mild to over 40p and Abbot to 60p, elicited
the  in fo rmat ion  tha t  in  1960 a  male  manua l  worker  on
average earnings had to work for 23 minutes to earn the
price of an average pint, wherease in 1980 it took only 12
minutes. Anybody know how long it takes today?
In March 1981 the headl ine was "Pub Crisis".  An academic
report predicted that thousands of pubs would be closed
b y  1 9 8 5  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  s u p e r m a r k e t  d r i n k  s a l e s  a n d
rocket ing  pr ices .  Whi ls t  a  l i t t le  overs ta ted ,  these two
factors have had a big impact on the viability of the pub
trade over recent years, a continuing trend.
This edition also saw the oublication of a CAMRA booklet
u rg ing  the  demerg ing  o f  the  brewing  indus t ry ,  w i th  the
r e l a x a t i o n  o f  t h e  t i e d  h o u s e  s y s t e m  a n d  a  l i m i t  t o
breweries'tied estates. This was the start of the campaign
that resulted in the recent MMC report and rulings on the
industry.
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GHEAP(ER) P|NTS
For the last couple of editions we have been trying to trace
pubs that are st i l l  sel l ing pints for less than a quid. No
further information was forthcoming and so a presentation
was made to the only one we knew - the Woodman at

Wild Hillwhere AK is still 99p a pint. Pictured above is Eric
Sim (treasurer of this learned journal) presenting the 'Last

Pub In Herts Under a t1' award to Graham and Ros Craig
of the pub. Needless to say, we soon learned that there is
another  such pub:  the Bedford Arms,a f ree house in
Hitchin, where Tetleys Bitter is on sale at 99p. Are there
any more pubs who have been reticent to publicise their
cheap pints or are thinking of reducing there prices (it does
happen: the Wetherspoon chain in London have reduced
one of their beers to 79p a pint!)? To qualify for this role of
honour, the beer must regularly be available at less than
[1 and not just a special offer such as during a 'Happy
Hour'.

BREWERY NEWS
Mansfield Riding Mild is being made available to Charles
Wells tenants.
Fol lowing test  market ing,  Rayments Specia l  is  to  be
launched by Greene King at the beginning of February and
wil l  replace the Bury St Edmunds produced Rayments
BBA.

Ma Pardoes, Netherton, is being sold by the Wiltshire
Brewery to  County Inns as par t 'o f  a  convoluted deal .
Wi l tsh i re  have a 11.4% stake in  County Inns which is
headed by Eddie Perks who also runs Premier Midland
Ales.
Four workers at the Greenall Whitley brewery due to close
at the end of January are planning to set up their own
brewery, the Coach House Brewing company, and to sell
the beer to Greenalls.
An old brewhouse that now forms part of the Shugborough
Hall museum at Milford, Staffs, has started being used for
brewing again after being dormant for over 100 years. A
single strong beer, Lord Anson Ale, has been produced.

LOCAL NEWS
The Old George, lckleford, now sells Greene King XX Mild.
The Cricketers, Hitchin, tr ied sell ing Ansells Mild for two
weeks but unfortunately the beer was then withdrawn due
to insufficient turnover and has been replaced by Youngs
Special. However the beer is currently available at the
Black Horse, Chorleywood and the Red Lion, Chenies,
which although just over the border in Bucks, regularly
takes this newsletter.
Pensioners are made welcome at the White Hart, Baldock
- on weekday lunchtimes they pay 6p less for a pint.
The  range  o f  bee rs  a t  t he  Red  L ion ,  P res ton ,  has
increased to five with the addition of Draught Bass and a
varying guest beer.
The  S i x  Be l l s ,  Sandon ,  has  c l osed  and  has  been
adver t i sed  fo r  sa le  a t  t 200 ,000  w i th  ' deve lopmen t

opportunities' and 'all the right ipgredients for a successful
Freehouse'. lt is rumoured that the Anchor, Weston, and
the Cock, Stocking Pelham, are threatened with possible
closure in the near future. On the brighter side, the St
Nicholas Tavern, Stevenage has reopened after a period of
closure enforced by fire.
Andy and Hazel Muskett have left the Railway Arms,
Oxhey, to take over the Cart and Horses at Commonwood.
The Queens Head, Long Marston, was one of the Allied
pubs sold to Fullers.
The Fountain at Apsley is facing demolition due to the
proposed redevelopment of the DRG Apsley Mills site.
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DIARY DATES
NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
Saturday 2 February, Croydon crawl, details from contact.
Wednesday 13 February, 8.00 Branch AGM at the Crown,
Buntingford
Wednesday 27 February 8.30 Countryside crawl starting a
t h e  S t r a t h m o r e  A r m s ,  S t  P a u l s  W a r d e n ,  t h e n  o n  t o
Chapelfoot and Gosmore
W e d n e s d a y  1 3  M a r c h ,  8 . 3 0  M i n i c r a w l  s t a r t i n g  a t  t h e
Catherine Wheel,  Albury, then on to Axe & Compasses
and Golden Fleece, Braughing.
Wednesday 27 March,8.30 Minicrawl starting at the Green
M a n ,  G r e a t  W y m o n d l e y ,  t h e n  o n  t o  F o x  a n d  T h r e e
Horseshores, Wil l ian
Wednesday 10 Apri l  8.30 Branch meeting at the George
lV, Baldock
W e d n e s d a y  2 4  A p r i l  8 . 3 0  M i n i c r a w l  s t a r t i n g  a t  t h e
Chequers, Bragbury End, then on to Greenkeeper,  Pig &
Whistle and Rose & Crown, Aston
Contact: Paul Coard 0462 437249
HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
Tuesday 5 February, Pub crawl round Park Street,  8.30
Old  Red L ion ,9 .15  Swan,  10 .00  Fa lcon.
Tuesday 19  February ,  8 .30  Branch meet ing ,  G ibra l te r
Castle, Lower Luton Road, Harpenden.
Tuesday 12  March ,  Pub c rawl :  Welham Green -  8 .30
Hope & Anchor, 9.00 Sibthorpe Arms; Water End - 9.45
Green Man,  10 .15  Woodman
Contact: Bob Norrish 0582 7631 33 x2554 or 0582 769923
WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
W e d n e s d a y  6  F e b r u a r y ,  R i c k m a n s w o r t h  s o c i a l .  8 . 3 0
Halfway House, 9.45 Coach & Horses
T u e s d a y  1 9  F e b r u a r y ,  B u s h e y  H e a t h  s o c i a l .  8 . 3 0
Devonsh i re  Arms,9 .15  B lack  Boy
Wednesday 27 February, Beer tasting/guessing evening at
West Herts Sports Club, 8.30.
Wednesday 6 March 8.30 Branch AGM at Fox & Hourds,
Rickmansworth
Contact: Martin Few 0923 52412
MrD-CHTLTERNS BRANCH (WEST HERTS)
Contact: Chris Pontin 0494 786241(w) 049a 775409(h\
HERTS.ESSEX BORDERS
Contact: Angie Wrighl0277 225815

OTHER BEER FESTIVAL
NEWS
Battersea beer festival Feb 13-16 at Battersea Town Hall,
(beh ind  Bat te rsea Ar ts  Cent re ,  Lavender  H i l l ,  c lose  to
Clapham Junc t ion)  Weds 5 .30-11,  Thurs  11-3  and 5-11 ,  Fr i
1 2 - 1 1  a n d  S a t  1 1 - 6 .  F r e e  e n t r y  t o  C A M R A  m e m b e r s ,
otherwise C1 admission for evening sessions, t2 afier 6 on
Fr i .
L o n d o n  D r i n k e r  b e e r  f e s t i v a l  a t  C a m d e n  C e n t r e ,
Bidborough St,  Londn WCl, (c lose to St.  Pancras) Mar 13-
15,  Weds and Thurs  open 11 .30-3 ,5-10 .30 ,  Fr i  12- '10 .30 .
Free  admiss ion  to  CAMRA members ,  o therw ise  t1 .50
a d m i s s i o n  f o r  e v e n i n g  s e s s i o n s  ( a f t e r  4  o n  F r i ) .  N o
admittance after 1Oom.
National Cider and Perry Exhibition at Stratford Town Hall,

East London, (close to Stratford station) from Thursday
evening 25th Apri l to Saturday 27th Apri l .

NATIONAL BREWERIANA
AUCTION
CAMRA's Nat ional Breweriana Auct ion wi l l  th is year be
held on Saturday 13th Apri l ,  at  the Ind Coope Social  Club,
Belvedere Road, Burton-on-Trent. The auction will start at
1 .00pm with viewing from 10.30am. lt is hoped that several
collectors stalls will also be there. Entry is by catalog which
wi l l  be avai lable on the day pr ice t1.00 or in advance from
CAMRA HQ, 34 Alma Road, St Albans, ALI 3BW, pr ice
f 1.20 including postage. Further detai ls f rom Bi l l  Aust in,  21
Sussex Road, Watford, WD2 5HL (0923 221217).

CAMRA MEMBERSHIP
GROWS
CAMRA membersh ip  cont inues  to  g row -  and rap id ly .
This clearly signifies that more and more people are truly
interested in the beer that they drink and will not be pushed
around by those caring l i t t le for the consumer who has
made them rich. And it's not just middle-aged beer bores.
Charles Wells have identified a growing demand for cask-
conditioned beers amongst its under-25 customers.
Amongst the benef i ts of membership are cheaper (or,  in
some cases, free) admission to CAMRA run beer festivals,
and discounts on var ious beer guides and books.
The Campaign needs you whatever your age - f i l l  in the
form below and join us.

APPLICATION FOR CAMRA
MEMBERSHIP
l /We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale Limited, and
agree to abide by the Memorandum and Articles of
Associaiton of the Campaign. I am/We are over 18 years of
age (AGE ) .
NAME(S)
D A T E . . . . . . . . . . . .
ADDRESS

SIGNATURE
TELEPHONE NUMBER(S)
l,Affe enclose remittance for individual/joint membership for
one year :  U.K.  810

Overseas 814
lAlVe would l ike to receive furlher information about CAMRA
- Knowledge of the average age of our members would be
helpful. The information need only be given if you wish ALL
MEMBERS MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE.
Please send your remittance (payable to CAMRA Limited)
with this application form to:

THE MEMBEBSHIP SECRETARY, CAMRA LTD.,
34 ALMA ROAD, ST. ALBANS., HERTS. ALl 3BW

OR WHY NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF DIRECT DEBIT?
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