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TENANTS IN TROUBLE
Since the government introduced a much watered down
vers ion of  the or ig ina l  MMC repor t ,  the b ig brewers,
including Allied Breweries which controls Benskins, have
looked for loopholes so that they can deny customers a
real choice and keep their local monopolies. The answer
they've come up with seems to be: Get Rid Of Tenants!
Under the new regulations, the big brewers can keep
2OO0 oltheir pubs ilus half of any a-bove that'figure. Ttr'e
remainder they must either sell or lease free of any tie.
Although Benskins have sold a number of their country
pubs to independent breweries, most have so far been
reta ined,  wi th  the move being towards managed or
leased pubs. The advantages of leasing out their pubs is
that they retain ownership; get the leaseholder to pay for
structural repairs and decoration; receive increased rents;
and, with al l  these savings, can offer the leaseholder
sufficient discounts on their produce to, in effect, retain
the property as a tied house as the leaseholder will not be
able to afford to go anywhere elsel The advantage of
having managers is that unlike tenants they don't have
the right to stock a guest beer. Hardly the opening up of
the market originally intended!
So what have the current Benskins tenants been offered?
What they've told us is:
- some have been offered the option to buy their pubs at

inf lated prices (despite a recent survey showing that
freehold pub prices have dropped by nearly 9% over the
last year)
- others have been offered employment as managers
(and in the majority of cases the reply has been two-
fingers in the direction of the brewery)
- and then there's the Vanguard lease, a long term lease
but with the disadvantag'es tb the leasehofder mentioned
above (the same survey showed the capital value of
leases fell by 17"/o over the year).
High interest rates and the present economic cl imate
have made it unrealistic for existing tenants to take out
large loans to buy their pubs, and some have received
independent financial advice stating that they would soon
become insolvent if they accepted the Vanguard lease
they were offered.
Already we've seen successful tenants being replaced by
inexperienced people with a resultant down turn in trade,
and older tenants, who have run their pubs effectively for
years, being pushed out. There is thus alot of pressure on
tenants to  s ign a lease that  in  the present  economic
climate they regard as totally unreasonable. Do Benskins,
and  the  o the rs ,  rea l l y  wan t  t o  ge t  r i d  o f  t he i r  mos t
experienced landlords, or will they reconsider their selling
prices and the terms of their leases?
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Widest selection of real ales
in Hertford with many guest beers
serued on gravity and hand PumP

Reduced pti.et on cask ale
5.30 to 6.30 pm Mon - Fri

Home cooked food weekday lunchtimes

Gordoh and Sorrell
invite you to try their award-winning

Fuller's London Pride & E.S.B.
at the

Gibraltar Castle
Lower Lrrton Road, Batford, Harpenden



LOCAL NEWS
Towards the end of April Fred and Pauline Dudman will be
leaving the Bedford Arms, Watford, where Fred has been
the tenant for the last '19 years. We wish them a long and
happy relirement. AIan Freeman will be leaving the Golden
Lion, Watford, to take over the Bedford once.repair work
and a possible rear extension have been completed. lt is
expected that the characler of the pub wil l  be radical ly
changed .  The  Rose  &  C rown ,  Woodcock  H i l l ,
Rickmansworth has been reported as being boarded up. lt
is believed that this is only temporary while an extension is
buil t .  The Nascot Arms, Watford, has added Rayments
SBA lo  i ls  range of  Greene King beers.  The Beaver ,
Wat fo rd ,  i s  cu r ren t l y  c losed  fo r  re fu rb i shmen t  and
allerations. Gales HSB has been on sale at the Wellington
Arms, Watford. Apologies to Jeff Chiverton new landlord of
the Railway Arms, Bushey, for spell ing his name wrong. In
Newsletter 125 we reported a rumour that the Anchor,
Weston, was under threat of closure. However by the time
we printed lhis news, new tenants had already taken up
residence. We apologise for any inconvenience this i tem
may have caused them and are pleased to note that real
ale has been introduced, Greene King XX Mild, IPA and
Abbot are on sale. In the same edition we noled that the
Bedford Arms, Hitchin, had instal led a handpump to sel l
Te t l ey  B i t t e r .  Th i s  bee r  has  now been  rep laced  by
Youngers Scotch Bitter. This pub currently offers 4p off a
pint-to pensioners before 5pm on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thur'sday. In Newsletler 124 the details of when food
was available at the Fox, Willian were wrong. Meals are
only served in the dining room and bar on weekdays at
lunchtime, not in the evening. English Sunday dinners are
served on Sunday lunchtimes (please book). The White
Hart, Baldock, no longer applies a lower age l imit to i ts
special offer of 6p off a pint on weekday lunchtimes. The
Found Inn, Hitchin, now sells Brakspears Bitter. The Lytton
Arms ,  Knebwor th ,  w i l l  be  se l l i ng  a  va ry ing  range  o f
t rad i t ional  c iders dur ing the summer.  The Coach and
Horses, Slevenage Old Town, has closed for renovation
and is  be ing turned in to a fami ly  pub.  The George lV,
Baldock, is shortly due for exlensive refurbishment. Latest
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Greene King pub to be closed is the Bel l ,  Cottered. This
was one of a job lot Greene King purchased from Benskins
in mid-1990 but since they already owned the Bul l  in the
same village it was clearly one that was simply accepted
as part of the package. The Bell is now boarded up and
has a "For Sale" sign outside. News for club members - the
ICL Sports Club, Letchworth has changed from selling only
Whitbread beers to a "free trade" range of varying beers
from other breweries. The Jolly Sailor, St Albans, now has
Mansfield Riding Dark Mild alongside Charles Wells Eagle
and Bombad ier ,  and Adnams Broads ide .  l t  i s  the  on ly
outlel for these beers in St Albans and, moreover, sells the
only regular ly avai lable handpul led dark mi ld in the ci ty.
The Goat. St Albans currently has Wadworths Old Timer as
a guest beer. Also there is a different real ale each week
o n a f l  a p i n t p r o m o t i o n .
The Woodman,  Walerend,  i s  now se l l ing  an  own labe l
Woodman's Bitter og 1039 could il be Courage Besl? The
O d d f e l l o w s  A r m s ,  H a r p e n d e n ,  h a s  b e e n  s o l d  b y
McMul lens  to  T im Neeedham and w i l l  be  run  as  a  f ree
house.  AK is  expec led  to  cont inue lo  be  ava i lab le ,  bu t
there's no news about what other beers might be sold. A
planning application for a single storey side extension has
a l ready  been submi t ted .  The P lough,  Ty t tenhanger  i s
hoping to add a conservatory at the rear and to extend the
car park. The Abbot John, Wheathampstead, closed at
s h o r t  n o t i c e  b y  B e n s k i n s  l a s t  y e a r ,  i s  u p  f o r  s a l e  f o r
t300,000. Congratulat ions to Bi l l  Radley of the Green Man,
Widford for winning the top award in Mc,Mul lens recent
master cellarmansh-ip competition and to Stan Nichols of
the GBG listed Candlestick at Essendon for achieving third
place. Congratulat ions also to lan Fennel ol  the Camp, St
A lbans  fo r  w inn ing  the  lop  ceJ la rmansh ip  award  among
McMullens'  managed houses. The Benskins run Old Red
Lion in Park Street has Newquay Steam Bitter as its only
real ale, adding stil l further to the range of beers along this
stretch of Watling Street. The Falcon has Greene King IPA
and Abbot and the Swan has Ful lers London Pride and
ESB. Both are former Benskins pubs. Belated recognit ion
that the Castle in Bishops Stortford is selling Tetleys and
Adnams bitlers. This is a friendly, old-fashioned local, but
the  land lo rd  o f  18-years  s tand ing  is  leav ing  soon,  and

"Mlne cloesn't.'

\
\

1 ,  t . :  ( .

| ,tlv

. a
,::i-ri.

i+,+'
6iia r.1

A L L  T Y P E S  O F  S I G N S ,
B A N  N E R S ,  R E P A I R S  ,

L E T T E R S ,  N E O N ,
M A I N T E N A N C  E

DISPIAY E F66E F{ EERE Fd@
Ol{tey tng, 'R' trg t ld.  Un{ : : .  M€'1(r ' l l r  ^, . {{ id l furt 'dt  I r l i tc.  Chedd,nglo) Lrnc,

to. !9 M. 'J lm. N, 
' l [n9 

r lolr  | t2;4of i
lchrrDa (0196) ( iJ0?9 ta.\ i ' \ ,k (r)?96) 6:26,r

E79+VAT



changes are l ikely. Also in Bishops Stortford, the Three
Tuns and the Wheatsheaf are stocking Rayments SBA, as
are the White Lion at Sawbridgeworth, the White Horse at
Wareside and the Harvest Moon at Thorley. Just over the
border in Essex, the Willow Beauty in Harlow is stocking
Greene King XX alongside the other three Greene King
beers. The Market House Hotel in Sawbridgeworth has
also installed a mild due to popular demand. This time its
Adnams which joins its stablemates Broadside, Bitter and
Old (winter only). The Green Man at Thorley is boarded up
and  the  Bensk ins  l i ve ry  removed .  Be t te r  news  f rom
Widford where the Bell has reopened after 5 years and is
selling Greene King Abbot and IPA and Youngers lpA. The
Chequers at Wareside has four regular handpumped beers
and  a  gues t  bee r .  These  have  recen t l y  i nc l uded
Nethergate Bitter and Old Growler with Timothy Taylors
Landlord expected soon. And f inatly just to ctarify things: in
the Herts Beer Guide (st i l l  on sate!!) the Dusty Mil ler is at
Gilston not Garston, The Moon and Slars is at Rushden
not Royston, and The Plough is at Wallington not Walkern -
a few town headings went walkabout.

ABBEY REMAINS!
Pub regulars in St. Albans have pledged to throw a "human
sh ie ld "  round  the  th rea tened  Abbey  Tave rn  i f  A l l i ed
Breweries send in the bulldozers.
Allied's Benskins subsidiary wants to knock down the pub
to turn i t  into on off ice block. But with 1.1. mil l ion square
feet  o f  unused of f ice space a l ready in  St .  A lbans the
request for "change of use" was turned down by St. Albans
council last autumn. The company now plans to appeal to
the Department of the Environment.
The pub's  suppor ters  say i t  o f fers  a v i ta l  communi ly
meeting place being one of the few pubs in the city where
working-class people and the local lr ish community can
feel at home, and a local councilor said:
"We have the suppor t  o f  the Civ ic  Society  and local
residents. We are convinced we wil l  win our case at the
DoE but i f  i t  comes to i t  we wil l  demand a judicial review
and if we lose that we will put a human shield round the
pub to stop Benskins knocking it down."

BREWERY NEWS
Cains Bitter, the new brew from the old Higsons brewery,
was a sell-out on its first appearance. Agreement has been
reached to supply the beer 1o 45 Boddingtons pubs and it
will also be available through a national wholesaler. A new
s m a l l  b r e v t e r y  h a s  s t a r t e d . u p  a t  T h i r s k ,  N . Y o r k s .
Hambleton Ales are curerent ly producing a single beer,
Hambleton Best Bit ter (og 1937).  The Jotty Roger Brewery
o f  Worces ter  have s la r ted  brewing  a  1038 beer ,  Jo l l y
Roger Ale. Gales have bought 20 pubs on the ls le of Wight
from Whitbreads.

TIME FOR A PINT
ln the last edition we commented that 10 years ago it was
reckoned that i t  look the average worker 12 minutes to
earn the price of a pint and asked if anybody knew how
long i t  took  now.  Jus t  a l le r  we wen l  to  p ress  o f f i c ia l
s ta t i s t i cs  were  pub l ished wh ich  now shows tha t  i t  on ly
takes 11 minutes.

AND PR,ODUCTS
RING US ON: Q7g7 271322 FAX,O7O7 266439

OR CALL lN TO: 30 BEACONSFIELD ROAD
HATFIELD, HERTS.

TEN YEARS AGO
"Oh no - not again!" was the headline on the Apri l  19Bl
issue of the Newsletter, bemoaning the budget increase of
4 pence on a pint which pushed the price of some stronger
bitters to over 60p a pint.
Celebrafed in April 1981 was the go-ahead given to Norlh
Hertfordshire's f irst real ale off- l icence in Albert Street,
Stevenage, which would sell beer directly from the cask.
The front page of the May 1981 Newsletter claimed lhat
CAMRA was 'Halfway There!'. A Campaign survey showed
that over 50% of pubs in the country offered tradit ional
draught beer, after nearly 4,000 had changed over in the
previous year. Locally McMullens were in the top f ive of
smaller companies whose pubs had gained handpumps.
In  Wate r  End ,  nea r  Heme l  Hemps tead ,  a  success fu l
experiment with a smoke-free bar in the Red Lion was
reported, Does it still exist? Are there any others? Let us
know!
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DIARY DATES
NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
Wednesday 10 Apr i l ,  8 '30 -  Branch Meet ing at  the
George lV, Baldock.
Wednesday  24  Apr i l ,  8 .30  -  M in i c raw l  s ta r t i ng  a t
Chequers, 6ragbury End, then on to Greenkeeper, Pig &
Whisile and Rose & Crown, Aston.
Wednesday I May, 8.30 - Countryside Crawl, stading at
Sword in i{and, Westmill, then on to Fox, Aspenden and
Eeehive, Hare Street.
Wednesday 22 May,8.30 - Stevenage New Town Crawl,
starting at Old Bed Lion, ShePhall'
Wednesday 5 June -  Brewery Vis i t ,  Char les Wel ls ,
Bedford.
Wednesday 19 June, 8.30 - Branch Meeting at the Red
Lion, Preston.
Contact: Paul Coard 0462437249
HEHTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
Fr iday  5  Ap r i l ,  Soc ia l  w i th  M id  Ch i te rns  &  Wat fo rd
Branches,  Eagle,  Nash Mi l ls ,  near  Hemel  Hempslead,
t3.30 pm.'l'uesday 9 April, Two village crawl, Duck, 8.30 pm. White
l-lorse, 9 pm. Burnham Green, Plume of Feathers, 9.45
pm. Rose & Crown, 10.30 Pm. Tewin.
Tuesday 23 April, Branch meeting, Brocket Arms, Ayot St.
Lawrence,8.30 pm.
Tuesday 7 May, Presentation to Great Eastern, Hedlord,
lor 10 consecutive years in the Good Beer Guide, 8.30 pm.
Tuesday 21 May, Branch meeting Beehive, Epping Green,
8.30 p.m.
Contact: Bob Norrish 0582 763133 x2554 or 0582 769923
WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Friday 5 Apri l- see above.
Saturday 6 April- Saturday social at the Bedford Arms,
Langley Road,  Wat ford at  8 .30pm, L i fe  begins for  the
chairman the following day, so he might buy a round!
Wednesday 10 April - Watford pub crawl: Rose & Crown,
Market St 8.30pm then One Bell,  High St 9.15pm and
F"stcourt Tavern, Estcourt Road, 1Opm.
Wednesday 17 Apri l  - Branch Dart Competit ion at the
West Herts Sports Club, Park Avenue, 8.30pm start.'luesday 

30 April - Out of area social at Denham, Green
Man 8.40pm; Falcon 9.20pm; Swan 1 0.O0pm.
Tuesday 7 May - Joint mild social with N. London Branch
al the Nascot Arms, Stamford Rd, Watford 8.30pm.
Saturday 11 May - JazzlBlues evening at the Rose &
Crown, High St, Kings Langley. Johnny Mars Blue Band
playing (no admission charge).
Wednesday '15 May - Chorleywood Mild canter: White
l- lr)rSe, Rickmansworth Rd, 8.30pm; Black Horse, Dog
l(ennel Lane, 9.45pm.
Siednesday 22 May -  Socia l  a t  the Swan,  Abbots
l-arngley 8.30pm (mild available).
Oontact: Martin Few 0923 52412
MrD-CHTLTERNS BRANCH (WEST HERTS)
Contact: Chris Pontin 0494 786241 (w) 0a94 775409(h)
HERTS.ESSEX BORDERS
Contact: Angie Wrighl 0277 22581 5
ALL HERTS LIAISON MEETING
Monday 22 Apri l8.30 at the West Herts Sports Club,
I)ark Avenue, Watford.

GBBF TICKETS TO BE WON!
As one or two of you noticed, there was an error in the last
newsletter concerning the dates of the Great British Beer
Festival (GBBF). This can be put down to either being a
psychological ploy to get you to remember the festival or a
case of the proofreader having had too much to drink
again. Either way, we have on offer two pairs of tickets for
entry into the festival on one of the first four sessions (ie
Tuesday  even ing  ' 13 th  Augus t ,  e i t he r  sess ion  on
Wednesday 14th or lunchtime Thursday 15th). All you have
to do is send your answers to the following question, with
your name and address and the session for which you
want the tickets, to Bill Austin, 21 Sussex Road, Watford,
WD2 sHL by the 1st May, and the first two winners out of
the hat will each receive a pair of tickets.

Who owns the following breweries or trade names?

1. Ruddles 2. Boddingtons
3. Theakstons 4. Marstons
5. Mitchell& Butlers (M&B) 6. Castle Eden
7. Shipstones 8. Fremlins
9. Taylor Walker 10. Oldham

The festival. at the London Arena near Coldharbour station
on the Docklands Light Railway, will be open Tuesday 13th
August 5-10.30pm; Wednesday to Friday 11.30 to 3pm, 5
to 10.30pm, anQ on the last day, Saturday 17th August,
opening hours are 11am to 10.30pm. Subject  to  pol ice
approval, a family room will be provided.

And remember the Cider & Perry Exhibit ion at Stratford
Town Hall, April 25th-27th.

APPLICATION FOR CAMRA
MEMBERSHIP
lAffe wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale Limited, and
agree to abide by lhe Memorandum and Arlicles of
Associaiton of the Campaign. I am/VVe are over 18 years ot
age (AGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ) '
NAME(S) . . . . . .
DATE.. . . . . . . . . . .
ADDRESS.. .

SIGNATURE
TELEPHONE NUMBER(S).
l/VVe enclose remittance for individual{oint membership for

one year: U.K. t10
Overseas e14

l/VVe would like to receive further information about CAMRA
. Knowledge of the average age ol our members would be
helpful. The information need only be given if you wish ALL
MEMBERS MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE.
Please send your remittance (payable to CAMRA Limited)
with this application form to:

THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, CAMRA LTD.'
34 ALMA ROAD, ST. ALBANS., HERTS. ALl 3BW

OR WHY NOTTAKE ADVANTAGE OF DIRECT DEBIT?
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