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HAVE TENANTS BEEN TELLING US PORKIES?
In the April/May edition of this newsletter we published an article describing some of the problems facing
tenants of the 6ig brewers, and Ind Coope Retail (lCR - who now run the Benskins estate) in particular. At
that time we offered ICR the right to reply, and their response, printed below, has now been received via
Infoplan, a London-based, international public relations company.

IND COOPE REJECT CAMRA VIEW ,.. NOT BASED ON FACT
The  new s t ruc tu re  o f  I nd  Coope  Re ta i l  w i l l  p rov ide
licensees with the opportunity to build a developing and
prosperous business.
DISPOSALS
Many Ind Coope tenants have been given the opportunity
o f  pL rchas ing  the i r  pubs  a t  rea l i s t i c  p r i ces  and  the
Company has reacted fair ly and re_sponsibly to recent
changes in the property market. The Company recognises
that some tenants are unable to proceed with a purchase
but this does not mean that the Company's requirements
are unrealistic. lt sold 250 Ind Coope Retail pubs (which
includes Benskins) last year and has agreed sales of at
least a further 70 pubs to existing tenants.
LEASING
The leasing of pubs is not a new concept. Benskins has
granted severa l  leases over  recent  years and other
brewers have followed a similar policy. The Vanguard lease
was introduced by Ind Coope Retai l  last year and is a

continued on next page

The Hertfordshire Newsletter article totally misrepresented
Ind Coope Retail's attitude to its tenants and lessees. The
company's success depends on its abil i ty to create the
conditions under which its tenants can grow and flourish. A
tenant or lessee must be able to trade profi tably. Pubs
reflect the eff iciency and character of the landlord and
those who recognise the potential of what is offered will
enjoy a prosperous future.
The industry is going through a period of significant change
and Ind Coope Retail, part of Allied Breweries, is confident
that those licensees who are able to adjust to change have
the opportunity for a successful future with the Company.
Some people may always be concerned by change - but
today very often, what these people want to maintain is no
longer available.
In common with other breweries, Ind Coope Retai l  has
considered its estate in relation to the M & MC Report. As
a result,  i t  has been decided that some propert ies wil l
become managed houses, selected properties will be long
leased while others will be sold.
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common form of lease used throughout Al l ied Breweries
Ltd.
The major advantage of leasing is that lessees have an
asset which can be sold for a capital sum after two years if
they conduct the business eff ic ient ly.  The lessees have
security of occupation for at least 10 years.
When a lease is proposed, the Company will put forward a
rent which i t  bel ieves is appropriate lor the business and
reflects the term of the lease. Tenanls can make counter-
p r o p o s a l s  a n d  t h e  C o m p a n y  w i l l  t r y  t o  a c h i e v e  a n
agreement on a realistic rent for the property. All lessees
keep all profits from machines and have the benefits of the
Company 's  vo lume incent ive  scheme and the  bus iness
partnership provisions contained in the lease. Already '110

leases have been agreed for Ind Coope Retai l  pubs.

TRANSFER TO MANAGED HOUSES
When tenanted propert ies become managed houses, Ind
Coope Retai l  pay compensat ion to the outgoing tenants.
This payment is negot iated between the tenant and the
Company and invar iab ly  has  been more  than a  tenant
would receive under the Landlord and Tenant Act.

E d i t o r ' s  c o m m e n t s :  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a r t i c l e  w a s  b a s e d  o n
remarks made to us by Hert fordshire tenants of lCR. l f ,  as
claimed, the basic facts are unlrue then they've obviously
been tel l ing us l ies: ask your local ICR tenant for his views
( the  pub t rade press  cont inue to  pub l i sh  remarks  f rom
leading Licensed Victual lers Associat ion leaders cr i t ic is ing
the  h igh  pr ice  o f  leases  and pub pr ices) .  A t  the  t ime o f
going to press we know of few ICR tenants in Hert fordshire
who have bought or leased their  pubs: perhaps pr ices are
m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  i n  s o m e  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  I C R  e s t a t e .
However,  we do acknowledge that,  for some, things might
be improving: very recent ly we have been told by a couple
o f  Her ts  tenants  tha t ,  in  the i r  words ,  'Bensk ins  are  no
longer  ta lk rng  s i l l y  money ' .  S ince  the  or ig ina l  a r t i c le  was
publ ished, ICR have issued let ters giving not ice to many of
the i r  tenants :  the  company says  th is  i s  to  a l low eas ie r
transfer to leases: cynics ( including many MPs) say i t 's to
avoid the addit ional protect ion gtven to tenants under the
amended Tenants  and Land lord  Ac t .  E i ther  way i t  w i l l
mean the end of tenancies, which was the main point of
our art ic le and which ICR's reply does not refute. We wi l l
be  happy to  pub i i sh  any  fu r ther  comments  f rom ICR or
from local tenants (or ex-tenants) on this matter.

NORTH HERTS BEER
FESTIVAL
At the t ime that this edit ion of the Newsletter was going to
p r e s s ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  d e t a i l s  h a d  y e t  t o  b e  f  i n a l i s e d .
However,  we can announce that,  for the f i rst  t ime in many
y e a r s ,  w e  i n t e n d  t o  h o l d  a  B e e r  F e s t i v a l  i n  N o r t h
Hertfordshire. Subject to conf irmation, the Beer Fest ival
wi l l  be at the Pl iston Hal l .  Letchworth, on November 15th
and 16th. Make a note in your diary and watch this space
for fuf lher detai ls.

NORTH HERTS PUB OF THE
YEAR
Congratulat ions to the Crown Inn, Bunt ingford, for being
voted 1991 Pub of the Year by North Herts Branch. The
Crown is a quiet f ree house, much appreciated by local
residents who l ike good beer.  Col in and Cherry Harr ington
have been hosts at the Crown since February 1989, when
they moved there from another free house, the Crown at
Dickleburgh, Nort folk.
The regular beers on sale are Banks and Taylor Shefford
Bit ter,  Mauldons Squires Bit ter,  Ruddles Best Bit ter and
Ruddles County. The fifth handpump is used for a varying
range of guest beers.
We wi l l  be present ing the Pub of the Year award to Col in
a n d  C h e r r y  o n  W e d n e s d a y  ' 1 1 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  a n d  a l l
readers are welcome to join us in celebrat ing with a few
pints of wel l -kept good qual i ty beer.

TOWN AND AROUND
T h e  T w o  C h i m n e y s ,  L e t c h w o r t h ,  h a s  a t  l a s t  b e e n
converted to real ale,  and now has handpumps serving
Greene King lPA, Abbot,  and Rayments Special .
The George lV, Baldock, wi l l  be closed for refurbishment
until October.
The new landlord at the Goldcrest,  Baldock, has instal led
Adnams Bit ter,  and hopes to be introducing more real ales
very shortly.
C a s t l e  E d e n  B i t t e r  i s  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  r e c e n t l y
refurbished Night ingale, Hitchin.
The single underused and underadvert ised handpump at
the Black Squirrel ,  Letchworth, has been removed.
McMullens are al lowing the new landlord at the Coopers
Arms, Hitchin, to sel l  Courage Directors and Greene King
Abbot alongside the McMullens beers.
S u b j e c t  t o  c o n f i r m a t i o n ,  t h e  I n n  o n  t h e  G r e e n ,
D a t c h w o r t h ,  w a s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  c h a n g i n g  o w n e r s h i p
during July.  The expected purchaser intends to offer two
permanent real ales not usual ly avai lable in the rest of  the
county, plus two guest bi t ters and one guest mtld.  Watch
this soace for further detai ls.
Aff ic ianados of real  (northern).  bowls wi l l  be del ighted to
learn that a Crown Green has been inslal led at the Red
Lion, Preston. Thrs may wel l  be the only Crown Green in
this oart  of  the countrv Derek and Mandy at the Red Lion
*or id  l i ke  to  hear  f rom any  pubs  or  c lubs  in te res ted  in
cha l leng ing  them or  fo rming  a  league
T h e  L e v i a t h a n ,  W a t f o r d .  i s  s e l l r n g  T h e a k s t o n s  X B
alongside Ruddles Best.
The completely refurbished and extended Bedford Arms,
W a t f o r d ,  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e - o p e n  i n  e a r l y  A u g u s t ,  a n d
despite earl ier plans. the dartboard has been retained. The
new manager has reportedly said that Benskins, Tet leys,
Adnams and a guest beer wi l l  be avai lable.
The George and Dragon, Gravely,  has re-opened after
two major  ex tens ions .  Greene K ing  lPA,  Rayments  and
Abbot  a re  on  sa le  together  w i th  what  GK descr ibed as
'creat ive and inexpensive food' .  Open al l  day Fr idays and
Saturdays.

"Did you know
that every Pint
of Creene King
ale contains
onlv  the

"M ine  doesn  t  "

sturcliest hops
and the finest
malt barleY?",7



The Rising Sun, Stevenage, has been converted into one
large bar.  Greene King have said that a ' fu l l  range of real
ales'  are avai lable, hopeful ly that includes GK's ' forgotten'

mi ld .
Greene K ing  are  spend ing  about  t300,000 in  ex tend ing
the  Anchor ,  H i tch in .  There  w i l l  be  a  conserva tory  a rea
leading to a pat io and a large, family garden, and faci l i t ies
f o r  t h e  d i s a b l e d .  F o o d  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  l u n c h t i m e  a n d
evenings, and the ' ful l  range of Greene King's real ales'wi l l
be dispensed.
V e r u l a m  A r m s ,  S t .  A l b a n s  -  a  d e s e r v i n g  m e n t i o n  t o
land lo rd  James Lennon fo r  in t roduc ing  a  non-s tandard
guest to his normal Al l ied range - namely Bateman's XB
bit ter.  This is the f i rst  t ime in many years that Batemans
has been avai lable in St.  Albans.
The Gibra l ta r  Cas t le ,  Harpenden has  re -opened a f te r
major refurbishment by Ful lers.  Chiswick is now avai lable.
The Queen Adelaide, Shenley now has Ful lers Chiswick
Bit ter as a regular guest beer.
The Inn  on  the  Green,  Harpenden has  been c losed fo r
months, but Greene King have now appl ied for permission
to demol ish the front of  the bui lding and replace i t  with a
conservalory.
Two recent conversions to Al l ied s 'Steak Inn'  format are
the  Townshend Arms,  Her t fo rd  Heath ,  and the  Baton ,
Marshalswick. St.  Albans
Pinks Hotel ,  Shenley, current ly has Brakspear 's Mi ld as wel l
as their  Brt ter alongsrde Youngs special  and Wadworth 6X
T h e  M a r c h m o n t  A r m s ,  H e m e l  H e m p s t e a d ,  i s  t o  b e
converted to a Beefeater.
P 1 6  H o t e l ,  S t .  A b l a n s :  W h i t b r e a d  h a s  a p p l i e d  f o r
permission for al terat ions and an extension.
- Some of the views expressed are DEFINITELY not those
of the editor

BREWERY NEWS
During a recent vrsi t  to Charles Wel ls Brewery, members o{
N o r t h  H e r t s  b r a n c h  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e
brewery intend to re- introduce Fargo as a winter ale.  For
those readers who cannot remember, Wel ls Fargo was a
dark ,  s t rong beer  (o .9 .  1050)  wh ich  was axed about  11
years  ago.  Bombad ier ,  Wel ls  award  w innrng 1042 o .g .
beer.  is soon to become the subject of  a heavy advert is ing
campaign in an attempt to boost sales.
R o b i n s o n s  h a v e  a n n o u n c e d  t h e y  w i l l  b e  c l o s i n g  t h e
Hart leys brewery in Ulverston. Cumbrra in November.
A  mi ld  rev iva l  in  par ts :  E lgoods  are  re launch ing  the i r  m i ld
in cask-condrtroned form and Tol ly Cobbolds mi ld has been
so successful  that they are expanding i ts trading area to
Humberside. l t  appears that Greene King mild sales have
stopped fal l ing: unfortunately GK refuse to do anything to
promote  the  beer  and have re jec ted  the  idea o f  a  jo in t
campaign with CAMRA - despite that we' l l  go on urgrng
you to try i t :  dr inking i t  is the only way of saving i t .  The bad
n e w s  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  r u m o u r e d  t h a t  M a r s t o n s  a r e  t o  s t o o
produc t ion  o f  Merc ian  Mi ld  to  concent ra te  on  promot ing
Border mi ld,  and Morrel ls have axed their  Light mi ld.
Grolsch have stated that they are looking to buy a regional
brewery with a qual i ty real  ale that they could bui ld up into
a nat ional brand.
Okel ls have introduced a new 1045 og beer cal led Okel ls
45 (obviously not too many imaginat ive market ing men at
that brewery thank goodness!).
The smal l  Oakhi l l  brewery in Somerset is to start  brewing
Double Inval id Stout -  for the histor ians amongst you, this
brew was once one of this country 's most famous brands
with over 2500 barrels a week being produced. lt ceased
when the old Oakhi l l  brewey burnt down in 1925.
The Boddingtons Pub groups bid for Devenish fai led, but
the  Redru th  b rewery  i s  schedu led  fo r  c losure  anyway,
Devenish having f logged the r ights to their  beer brands to
Whi tb reads  fo r  t9 .75  mi l l ion ,  and tha t  a f te r  Whi tb read
Investments had supported the takeover bid.
The Firkin brewpub chain is yet again for sale, the present

owners Stakis,  need the money.
M c M u l l e n s  w e r e  d u e  t o  s t a r t  b r e w i n g  W e t h e r e d s  f o r
W h i t b r e a d  i n  m i d - J u n e ,  h o p e f u l l y  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n
improvement  in  tas te  and qua l i t y .  Macs  have s ta r ted
a l low ing  two gues t  beers  in  the i r  es ta te :  Greene K ing
Abbot and Courage Directors.
The new independent Liverpool brewer, Robert  Cains, has
been taken over by Faxe Jykse, a Danish brewer. Cains
who use the  o ld  H igsons  brewery ,  a l ready  brew Faxe
p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  S c a n i a  l a g e r  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t .  T h e
takeover leaves the present management in place and is
expected to allow increased investment in the brewery.
Adver t i s ing  l i te ra tu re  i ssued in  the  wake o f  the  recent
Courage - Grand Met t ie up is not iceable for the absence
of Johns Smith's bi t ter,  Websters is featured, however.  The
t ie uo leaves Grand Met with an estate of over 7.000 oubs
a gaping hole in the way the MMC reportwas implemented
a l lows th is  monopo ly .  However  they  too  have p len ty  o f
disgrunt led landlords as a result  of  problems with leases.
Hydes have bought 10 pubs from Bass in the Bolton, Bury
and Burnley area.
Greene K ing  have announced pre- tax  p ro f i t s  up  10  per
c e n t  t o  1 2 2  m i l l i o n .  w i t h  s a l e s  o f  I P A  a n d  A b b o t  u o  6
percent.  Over a f  1 mi l l ion was spent on advert is ing. Nearly
B0 percent  o f  the  beer  they  se l l ,  they  brew themse lves ,
being able to produce beer more cheaply than i t  can be
bought  on  the  open marke t  -  so  what  went  wrong a t
Boddingtons, Greenal ls and Devenish?
M o r l a n d s  a r e  b u y i n g  1 0 1  p u b s  f r o m  C o u r a g e  f o r  t 1 6 . 4
mil l ion. The oubs stretch from Newburv and Gui ldford in
the south to Witney and High Wycombe in the north.
Shipstones brewery is to be converted into a puri f icat ion
p lan t  fo r  bo t t led  waters  -  we can suggest  one or  two
places where this already seems.to have occurred.
Final ly,  Mi l ler Li te is being relaunched as Mi l ler Pi lsner with
an advert is ing campaign that ' recognises the role that lager
plays in people s real l ives'-  does that mean i t  wi l l  feature
lager iouts in act ion?

BANK HOLIDAY
Over the August bank hol iday there wi l l  be a smal l  beer
fest ival  at  the Hunlsman. Goose Green near Hoddesdon.
Opening t imes fr iday 23rd and Saturday 24th 7-11.30pm,
S u n d a y  1 2 - 1 0 . 3 0 p m ,  a n d  M o n d a y  . 1 . 1 a m - 1 1 p m .  C A M R A
wi l l  be  runn ing  a  p roduc t  s ta l l ,  any  members  w ish ing  to
helo contact Bob Norr ish on 0582-763133 x2554 (work) or
0582769923 (home).
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DIARY DATES
HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
T u e s d a y  2 0  A u g u s t ,  8 . 3 0 p m ;  B r a n c h  M e e t i n g  G r e a t
Eastern, Hertford.
T u e s d a y  3  S e p t e m b e r ,  P u b  C r a w l  r o u n d  S t .  A l b a n s ,
8 .30pm Rose and Crown,  S t  Michae ls  S t ree t ,  9 .00pm
Blue Anchor,  9.30pm Lower Bed Lion, 1Opm Verulam
Arms. 10.30om Farr iers Arms.
Tuesday '17 September, 8.30pm: Branch Meeting, Round
Bush,  A ldenham.
Contact.  Bob Norr ish 0582 763133 x2554 or 0582 769923

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH
Contact:  Chris Pont in 049478624(w) 0a9  775409(h).

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
S a t u r d a y  1 0  A u g u s t ;  A l l - d a y  c r a w l  o f  m i d - S u f f o l k  b y
min ibus .
W e d n e s d a y ' 1 4  A u g u s t , 8 . 3 0 ;  B r a n c h  M e e t i n g  a t  t h e
Vic to r ia ,  H i tch in .
Wednesday 2B August,  8.30; Minicrawl,  start ing at Br ight
S t a r ,  P e t e r s  G r e e n ,  t h e n  o n  t o  B o o t ,  K i m p t o n ,  a n d
Maidens Head, Whitwel l .
Wednesday 11 September, 8.30; Pub of the Year award
presentat ion at the Crown, Bunt ingford.
W e d n e s d a y  2 5  S e p t e m b e r ,  8 . 3 0 ;  C o u n t r y s i d e  C r a w l ,
start ing at Countryman, Chipping, then on to Chequers,
Sandon and Fox & Duck, Therf ield.
T u e s d a y  1  O c t o b e r ,  1 1 a m ,  V i s t i n g  E l g o o d s  B r e w e r y ,
Wisbech.  Cambs.
Wednesday 9 October,  8.30; Branch Meeting at Coach &
Horses, Royston.
Wednesday 23 October,  8.30; lckleford Crawl,  start ing at
O l d  G e o r g e  t h e n  o n  t o  P l u m e  o f  F e a t h e r s  a n d
Cricketers.
Contact: Paul Coard 0462 437249

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Tuesday 6  August ,  Soc ia l  a l  the  Old  Fox ,  O ld  Br icke t
Wood.  B .30om.
S a t u r d a y  1 0  A u g u s t ,  R a m b l e  i n  B r a k s p e a r s  c o u n t r y .
Detai ls f rom branch contact.
Fr iday 16 August,  Socral  at  GBBF. Meet on the hour by the
membership stand.
T u e s d a y  2 0  A u g u s t ,  S o c i a l  a t  t h e  O l d  S h e p h e r d ,
Chorleywood, 8.30pm.
Wednesday 28 August, Social at the Cricketers, Sarratt,
B.30pm. Transport  f  rom Watford Junct ion at 8.15pm.
T u e s d a y  3  S e p t e m b e r ,  G a m e s  e v e n i n g  a t  t h e  S t a g ,
Bushey, 8.30pm.
T u e s d a y  1 0  S e p t e m b e r ,  S o c i a l s  a t  t h e  P a r t r i d g e ,
Carpenders Park, B.30pm, then by train to the Pennant,
Watford. 10.00om.
Tuesday '17 September, Two-pub social  in Hunton Bridge:
Dog & Par t r idge,8 .30pm,  then K ings  Head,9 .30pm.
W e d n e s d a y  2 5  S e p t e m b e r ,  t w o - p u b  s o c i a l  i n  C r o x l e y
Green: Art ichoke, 8.30pm, Sportsman, 9.15pm.
Contact: Martin Few 0923 52412.

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS
Contact:  Angie Wrighl0277 225815.

GREAT BRITISH BEER
FESTIVAL
At the Arena, Docklands, August 13-17. Tuesday - Friday
5pm-10 .30pm,  admiss ion  t2 .50 ,  Wednesday  -  F r i day
11 .30am-3.00pm, C1 .00,  Saturday 11am-10.30pm, t2 .50.
No  admi t tance  a f te r  10 .00pm.  Fami l y  room ava i l ab le
lunchtimes and unti l  9.00pm (free admittance to chi ldren
accompanied by adults).

PINT SAVED
P e t e r  L i l l e y ,  t h e  T r a d e  a n d  l n d u s t r y  S e c r e t a r y ,  h a s
announced tha t  p in ts  o f  d raught  beer  (and c ider )  have
b e e n  e x e m o t e d  f  r o m  t h e  E u r o p e a n  1 9 8 9  U n i t s  o f
Measurement Direct ive, so we wont be forced to dr ink in
0.88pints (112l i t re).  However,  f rom 2000, i t  wi l l  be i l legal to
sel l  beer in returnable containers label led in pints or f lu id
ounces.

HERTS BEER GUIDE
Real  Draught  Beer  in  Her t fo rdsh i re  i s  a  comprehens ive
l ist ing of real  ale out lets in the county. Even with the rapid
change in  the  indus t ry ,  there  is  s t i l l  no  be t te r  gu ide  to
H e r t f o r d s h i r e  p u b s .  C o p i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  p r i c e  t 3 . 5 0
( inc lud ing  p  &p )  f rom Er ic  S im,  10  Heron Way,  Hat f ie ld ,
Herts,  ALl0 8QL. Get your copy whi le stocks last l

BY APPOINTMENT
At the Foreign off ice's request,  CAMRA drew up a l ist  of
pubs worth vis i t ing in the Whitehal l  area, for distr ibut ion to

. T:::1::* ::t.::: :':: t:::l :l ::lT:::
APPLICATION FOR CAMRA
MEMBERSHIP
l /We wish to jo in the Campaign for  Real  Ale L imi ted,  and
agree to abide by the Memorandum and Articles of
Associa i ton of  the Campaign.  I  amtWe are over  1B years of
age (AGE ) .
NAME(S)
D A T E . . . . .  .  . . .
ADDRESS. . . .

S IGNATURE
TELEPHONE NUMBER(S)
l/We enclose remittance for individual/joint membership for
one year :  U.K.  e10

Overseas E14
l/We would l ike to receive further information about CAMRA
" Knowledge of the average age of our members would be
helpfu l .  The informat ion need only be g iven i f  you wish ALL
MEMBERS MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE.
Please send your remittance (payable to CAMRA Limited)
with this application form to:

THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, CAMRA LTD.,
34 ALMA ROAD, ST. ALBANS., HERTS. ALl 3BW

OR WHY NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF DIRECT DEBIT?

The Hertfordshire Newsletter is produced by the Hertfordshire North, Hertfordshire South, Watford & District and Mid-Chilterns
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Subscr ipt ions:  t3 .00 for  12 issues.  Send to:  10 Heron Way,  Hat f ie ld,  Herts .  AL10 8QL. Cheques payable:  CAMRA Herts
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