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ALLIED BREWERIES TO MERGE
WITH CARLSBERG (PROBABLY)

Allied and Carlsberg have announced plans to merge
their UK breweries into a single, jointly-owned company
to be called Carlsberg-Tetley. Whether the deal goes
ahead depends on whether the Office of Fair Trading
(OFT) and/or the European Community’s Merger Task
Force give it their blessing. The new company would
have 18% of the beer market, roughly the same as
Courage, but behind Bass who have about 21%.
Certainly this latest step in the concentration of the beer
market would appear to require investigation,
particularly as the concept of the merger goes against
the spirit of the recommendations of the Monopolies and
Mergers Commission (MMC) report on the brewing
industry. The MMC’s aim was to promote choice and to
encourage competition, this scheme is just the latest of
the big brewers cynical attempts to get round the
imposed restrictions.

Whether Allied have set up the new company as a way
of protecting itself from being taken over or as the first
stage in quitting brewing is open to question. However
as senior Allied personnel are now repeatedly stating
that Allied are still committed to brewing, the latter is
probably more likely!

However, what is certain is that the new deal will lead to
job losses. The companies’ existing distribution
networks will be ‘rationalised’ and there will no doubt be
brewery closures. Allied currently run 6 ‘big’ breweries
at Burton, Leeds, Warrington (which all seem
comparatively safe due to the amount of contract
brewing they’re doing and the promotion of Tetleys),
Alloa, Wrexham and Romford. The last two are
completely keg/lager production. plants and if sales of
Allied’s own brands fall, their future must be in jeopardy
as will be Alloa, which now produces only a single real
ale alongside the lager.

I this deal is allowed to go ahead it will encourage other
predators to enter the market. There have been rumours
of a possible tie-up between Heineken and Whitbread,
and the world’s largest brewer, the American Anheuser-
Busch, has been looking for ways of entering the
European market. To prevent open house on large
chunks of the British brewing industry and further
concentration in the beer market, the regulatory bodies
must stop this merger.
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Widest selection of real ales
in Hertford with many guest beers
served on gravity and hand pump
Reduced prices on cask ale
5.30 to 6.30 pm Mon — Fri

Home cooked food weekday lunchtimes

Gordon and Sorrell
invite you to try their award-winning
Fuller’s Chiswick, London Pride
& E.S.B.

at the

Lower Luton Road, Batford, Harpenden

Meals now available all opening times




LOCAL LINES

The George IV, Baldock, has reopened after being
renovated into a single room pub. It now sells Greene King
IPA, Abbot and Rayments Special.

McMudillens pubs selling Courage Directors now include the
Globe, Codicote, the Three Horseshoes, Hooks Cross
and the Angels Reply, Hitchin.

The Red Lion, Woolmer Green, now has a varying range
of guest beers. Guests also change regularly at the
Windmill, Charlton.

Adnams Bitter has appeared as a guest at the Kings
Arms, Hitchin.

Whitbread are planning to add a conservatory and a pilay
area to the Royal Oak, Chapelfoot.

The Engine, Ashwell, formerly a Whitbread pub, is now a
free house with S & N beers. It is currently selling
Theakstons Best Bitter and Old Peculier.

The Plume of Feathers, Little Wymondley, has gone real,
selling Greene King IPA and Abbot.

Genuine guest beers spotted at Whitbread pubs include
Hook Norton Old Hookey at the Plume of Feathers,
Ickleford. Meanwhile, Elgoods Cambridge Bitter (formerly
known as EB) and Greyhound Special are alternating as
guests at the Jockey, Royston.

The Brocket Arms, Ayot St Lawrence, currently has as a
guest beer Cain’'s Bitter, brewed at what was the Higsons
Brewery in Liverpool.

The Lower Red Lion, St Albans, was fortunate to suffer
only minor damage to one bar in a recent fire.

After Greene King's first planning application for the Inn on
the Green, Harpenden, was turned down, revised plans for
alterations have been submitted. The pub remains closed
at present.

The Barley Mow, Tyttenhanger, also remains closed despite
talk of a buyer having been found some months back.

The Robin Hood, St Albans, has been shortlisted for the

‘Loo of the Year' award ~ seriously! The pub can be found
immediately opposite the local branch of ‘Bottoms Up'!

The Rose and Crown, St Albans now has Hook Norton
Bitter as a guest. At the neighbouring Six Bells, Ind Coope
have applied for planning permission for a single storey
rear extension.

The Plough at Belsize is now selling Glenny Bitter.

Riding Mild has been spotted on sale at the Kings Head,
Bushey Heath.

Greene King's Coach and Horses in Rickmansworth was
due to reopen in November following extensive revamping.
Press reports state that it will remain a 2 bar pub serving
food 7 days a week.

The Royal Oak, West Hyde is boarded up awaiting
demolition, apparently because of subsidence problems.
The chances of the pub being rebuilt are remote.

The Railways Arms, Oxhey, was due to be taking
Wadworths IPA as a guest beer. Around mid December
this is likely to be replaced by Felinfoel Bitter, possibly at a
discount price.

Humble pie time: apologies to Janet Osborn of the
Pennant, Watford, for getting her name wrong recently.

MINISTER VETOES
CONTENTS LIST

In an interview with the Morning advertiser, David Maclean,
the food minister, was quoted as saying: ‘| hope we will
never get into ingredient listing of beer’ and ‘The public
knows what beer is, they know what to expect’. He seems
to have missed the point: the public know what beer
should be and they know what should be in their beer,
confirmation of the ingredients would lift some of their
doubts about what they are actually getting. It sounds as
though he’s been got at by those breweries with something
to hide.
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NEW PUB FOR LETCHWORTH

When the First Garden City was built at the turn of the
century, the founding fathers decided that Letchworth
would have no public houses. Even in recent times, the
town centre only offered one bar where you could get a
real pint (Charrington 1PA), the Broadway Hotel. But on
19th September, a new free house opened selling
Wadworth's 6X, Theakston's Best Bitter and Old Peculier
on handpump. The ARENA TAVERN can be found in a row
of shops opposite the Town Halil in Arena Parade, and
opens 11-3, 5-11 Mon-Sat and 12-3, 7-10.30 Sun. You can
park in the public car park opposite (pay and display before
5.30 Mon-Sat), or better still, walk the 200 metres from the
station. The licensees are Bob and Lesley Bickerdike, who
used to run the Elm Tree in Cambridge, which was in the
Good Beer Guide in the mid-Eighties. The former shop unit
has been pleasantly converted and is deceptively
spacious. Good food is on offer as well. Bob has always
been a supporter of CAMRA's aims, and does not sell keg
bitters. So next time you are in Letchworth for shopping,
pop into the Arena Tavern and you may come out feeling a
littte peculier.

Steve Barber

BEER POWER

In the recent Polish general election, the Polish Beer
Lovers’ Party won sufficient votes to get them 16 seats in
the lower house. Contained in the party’s manifesto were
demands to tax drinks according to their alcohol content
and to reduce the lead content of Polish water as a means
of improving the quality of the beer. Perhaps CAMRA
should stand in a few more elections. . .

RUDDLES

At Ruddles we are firm believers that you only get out what you put in.
That's why we use only the finest whole hops in the brewing process and
handpick the best English Barley. Naturally, our yeast strains are unique and
you can be sure that the water used is of the utmost purity. And, of course,
Ruddles beers are only brewed at Langham — our home since 1858.

Some brewers may find this approach unusual.
We don't.

You see the quality of our ingredients coupled with years of traditional
brewing experience results in pints of distinction. Craftsman’s
beer. Bitter with a light head, strong clear body and distinctive ¢
hoppy taste. Flavour that comes through whether you fancy a
slow sup of County or a deep draught of Best Bitter. A little
unusual perhaps, but more than a little popular.

Now, we’re not suggesting you ask for a “pint of the unusual” next
time you're in the pub — that could cause a little confusion. Just ask for
Ruddles County or Ruddles Best Bitter and make sure the barman knows
your preference. Then, the next time you're in, you can ask for a “pint of
the usual” — and know that it isn't.
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ARE YOU READY FOR A RUDDLES?

BREWERY NEWS

McMullens have taken delivery of a new mash tun enabling
them to generate an extra 180 barrels of beer.The
additional capacity is to enable them to handie their
increased contract brewing business. Their major contract
is to brew Wethereds Bitter, but they also handle other
things such as exporting bottles of Watney’s Red!

Futher news of Burt's brewery on the Isle of Wight. Two
beers Lighthouse (a replacement for VPA), and Needles
Bitter (og 1049) will be produced at Ventnor, while a
weaker bitter, Yachtsman, will continue to be produced for
the company by Allied.

LANDLORD 1 WHITBREAD 0

With all the over the top prices at which breweries have
been offering pubs to their tenants, it was nice to read
about one licensee who came off best. Whitbread offered
the Newtown Inn at Ledbury, Herefordshire, to the licensee
for £215,000, but he was only willing to pay £155,000.
Whitbread’s price came down to £165,000, but no deat was
struck and the pub was auctioned. At the auction, the
licensee bought the pub for just £70,000.

10 NOT OUT

On January 29th 1992 Mike Sweet of the Cricketers,
Redbourn will become the first Bensking' tenant in the
South Herts Branch area to be presented with a plaque to
mark 10 consecutive years in Camra’s national Good Beer
Guide. The Cricketers is situated on the edge of the
Common and has two contrasting bars. Beers currently
available are Benskins and Tetleys. Come along and join
us at 8.30pm, and drown your post-Christmas blues in an
evening of fine ale and good hospitality.

A PINT OF THE USUAL

It's far too easy to pop into your local, ask for a “pint of the usual” and get
just that. A somewhat boring bitter. Drinkable, sinkable, but hardly inspiring.

ADITIO A
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RUDDLES

BEST BITTER



DIARY DATES

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH

Wednesday 4 December, 8.30pm; Branch Meeting at the
Royal Oak, Stevenage.

Wednesday 18 December, 8.30pm; Christmas Crawl
around Royston, starting at the Chequers, High Street.
Wednesday 1 January, 8pm; New Year Crawl around
Hitchin, starting at the Cricketers, Bedford Road.
Wednesday 15 January, 7.30 for 8pm; Post Xmas Meal at
the Inn on the Green, Datchworth.

Wednesday 29 January, 8.30pm; Minicrawl, starting at
Chase and Pair, Barkway, then on to Chequers and Fox
& Hounds, Barley.

Wednesday 12 February, 8.30pm; Branch meeting at the
Cock, Hitchin.

Wednesday 26 February 8.30pm; Branch AGM at the
White Hart, Baldock.

Contact: Paul Coard 0462 437 249.

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH

Tuesday 10 December; Branch meeting, Three Tuns,
Hertford, 8.30pm.

Friday 10 January; New Year Party, ticket only, contact
Roger Filler 0707 326 427 for details.

Tuesday 21 January; Annual General Meeting, Garibaldi,
Albert Street, St. Albans, 8.30pm prompt.

Wednesday 29 January; Celebration of 10 years in the
Good Beer Guide, Cricketers, East Common, Redbourn,
8.30pm.

Contact: Bob Norrish 0582 763133 x2554 or 0582 769923.

“Did you know “Mine doesn't.”
that every pint
of Greene King
ale contains
oniy the
sturdiest hops
and the finest

malt barley?’

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH

Tuesday 10 December: Christmas curry at the Alpana,
Longspring, St Albans Road, North Watford, 9.00pm. Meet
in the left hand bar of the Hertfordshire Arms from
8.00pm.

Wednesday 18 December: Watford Heath social; Royal
Oak 8.30pm, Load of Hay 9.15pm, Villiers Arms, Oxhey
10.00pm.

Saturday 28 December: Real Ale Ramble, details from
branch contact.

Friday 3 January: Branch members’ New Year Party,
details from branch contact.

Wednesday 8 January: Watford social; Wheatsheaf
8.30pm, One Crown 9.15pm, One Bell 10.00pm.

Friday 17 January: Xmas London pub crawl, details from
branch contact.

Tuesday 21 January: Chorleywood social; Rose & Crown
8.30pm, Sportsman 9.15pm, Old Shepherd 10.00pm.
Wednesday 29 January: Bushey social; Red Lion 8.30pm,
Swan 9.00pm, White Hart 9.45pm.

Contact; Martin Few: 0923 52412.

ALL HERTS LIAISON MEETING
Monday 13 January; Artful Dodger, Potters Bar, 8.30pm
Herts South Branch hosting.

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH
Contact: Chris Pontin 0494 78624(w) 0494 775409(h)

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS
Contact: Angie Wright 0277 225815
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APPLICATION FOR CAMRA
MEMBERSHIP

I/We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale Limited, and
agree to abide by the Memorandum and Articles of
Associaiton of the Campaign. | am/We are over 18 years of
age (AGE
NAME(S) 1ttt

SIGNATURE
TELEPHONE NUMBER(S) . oottt
I/We enclose remittance for individual/joint membership for
one year: U.K. £10
Overseas £14
I/We would like to receive further information about CAMRA
* Knowledge of the average age of our members would be
helpful. The information need only be given if you wish ALL
MEMBERS MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE.
Please send your remittance (payable to CAMRA Limited)
with this application form to:
THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, CAMRA LTD.,
34 ALMA ROAD, ST. ALBANS., HERTS. AL1 3BW
OR WHY NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF DIRECT DEBIT?

Campaigning Fund

COPY DATE for February/March Edition: 1st January 1992.

ﬁwe Hertfordshire Newsletter is produced by the Hertfordshire North, Hertfordshire South, Watford & District and Mid-ChiItemA
branches of the Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor, CAMRA Ltd or its
Branches. Any articles or letters for publication should preferably be typewritten and double-spaced; handwritten items should also
be well spaced and as legible as possible please. Send to: Eric Sim, 10 Heron Way, Hatfield, Herts, AL10 8QL.

Subscriptions: £3.50 for 12 issues. Send to: 10 Heron Way, Hatfield, Herts. AL10 8QL. Cheques payable: CAMRA Herts

Advertising: £10 per 2.5cm column. Artwork can be made up at extra cost.

\Composed by Welwyn Typographic Consultants on Macintosh DTP Quark Xpress Telephone 0707 325061.

Contact Eric Sim = 0707 260647 for details.
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