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GUEST BEER TOTTERY
As drinkers in Hertfordshire have noticed there is very little choice when looking for guest beers in

tied pubs.

When the Monopol ies and Mergers Commission report  was f i rst  introduced there were large
port fo l ios of  other brewers ales to choose from, but these have rapidly been_-whit t led down.

Whitbread and All ied, who sti l l  own the majority of Hertfordshire pubs, generally offer products from

companies in which they have a shareholding or which are total ly owned subsidiar ies,  such as
Whitbread's Boddingtons and Castle Eden.

All ied Breweries are now brewing all Creenall Whitley's beer at their Burton-on-Trent plant and this
is now having a knock-on effect on their remaining tenancies in Hertfordshire.

Creenalls have taken over 29 tenancies in the county from All ied Breweries, and Benskins Best Bitter

has been replaced by Creenalls Bitter. ln a number of pubs the general comment was "The only
change was the pump clip as both beers are equally bland and disappointing". There is the Burton
AIe but what of a guest beer? Creenalls would not clarify the situation before taking over the pubs,

which lead to certi in l icensees, who relied on the guest beer trade, to move on. Creenalls have now

decided the guest beer wil l be either Adnams Bitter or Fullers London Pride and the one the majority

of  landlords choose wi l l  be the one al l  their  pubs wi l l  s tock.

Gordon and Sorrell
invite you to try their award-winning

Fuller's Chiswick,
London Pride & E.S.B.

Gibraltar Castle
Lower Lrrton Road, Batford, Harlrenden

Meals now available all opening times

at the
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Over 200 GUEST REAL ALES Per. Year
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Norton
& G.K.IPA.

These HOUSE BEERS are direct from the Brewery
(NOT WHOLESALERS)

BEERS SERVED ON GRAVITY & HAND PI.IMP

HOMEMADE BREAD & FOOD WEEKDAY LI,]NCHTIMES

2OVo DISC' ON OFFSALE PINS/FIRKINS



BREWERY I\IEWS
Whitbread Investment  Company (WlC) has been d ivest ing
i t se l f  r ecen t l y  o f  l a rge  po r t i ons  o f  i t s  i n te res t s  i n  o the r
breweries. lt was the sale of their stake in Morlands that lead

to the i l l-conceived and ultimately doomed takeover bid by
Greene King.
WIC have now reduced their holding in Marstons of Burton-

on-Trent from 31 to 12 per cent. lt was feared these may be
taken up by another predatory brewer such as Scottish and
Newcastle or Wolverhampton and Dudley who would then
launch a b id.  l t  would appear a salutary lesson was learnt  in

the Greene King-Mor lands d6bacle,  as no such move was
made.
WIC has a lso reduced i ts  hold ing in  the Boddingtons pub

cha in  f r om 
' l  

8 .9  t o  12 .3  oe r  cen t  and  cu t  i t s  sha re  i n

Devenish f rom 
. l  
4 .4 to 11 . l  per  cent .

Meanwhi le the repercussions of  the fa i led Greene King b id
goes on.  l t  has been est imated the money borrowed to
acqu i re  t he  29 .3  pe r  cen t  o f  Mor lands  w i l l  cos t  f 3m to
f inance and guess who is  going to be paying that?
After 169 years of brewing, Randalls Vautier of Jersey are to
s top  p roduc t i on  due  to  "d r i nke rs '  demands  fo r  impor ted

brands".
Br ier ley Investments have made a takeover b id for  Cibbs
Mew of Salisbury, more news awaited.

CAMRA CLTIB OF THE YEAR
Does your  c lub have a commitment  to real  a le,  suf f ic ient  to
win i t  CAMRA's Club of  the Year Award?

Prest ige,  publ ic i ty  and a p laque awai t  the lucky winner.  Last
yea r ' s  w inne r  t he  lC l  Rec rea t i on  C lub  i n  Hudde rs f i e l d  -

even got  a wr i te-up in  the nat ional  papers.

A l t hough  CAMRA b ranches  w i l l  be  mak ing  nomina t i ons ,
c lubs or  members of  c lubs can nominate entr ies through the

'Dlcl you knoil
that every plnt
of Greene K|ng
ale contalns
only the
sturdlest hops
ancl the flnest
maftbarley?7

B r a n c h  c o n t a c t s  ( s e e  b a c k  p a g e ) .  D e a d l i n e  f o r  e n t r i e s
October 31st.

The Chairman of CAMRA's Clubs Committee John Hol land
said: "The image of clubs as bastions of keg beer has been
slow to die. The truth is,  real  ale is growing in the club trade.
We hope these awards wi l l  g ive more prominence to the
clubs that sel l  an excel lent pint  of  good beer."

The results of the awards wi l l  be announced in 1993.

BIGOT'S CORNER
So What is Wrong with Brit ish Beer?

We al l  know who is  to b lame for  the current  economic cr is is

don't we? lt 's not just the government, its all these posers

who th ink they are being c lever  by dr ink ing fore ign beers.
(Usual ly  so ld at  hypothermic temperatures to numb the taste

buds) .

Wel l  they have done i t  now, a l l  our  fore ign hol idays are

going to cost  more as wel l  as a l l  these imported brews.  What

is  that  going to do to in f la t ion?

And what  about  the envi ronment? Think of  a l l  those foss i l

fue ls  being burnt  just  to  br ing products that  are 957o water

f rom places as far  away as Mexico and even New Zealand.

With people l ike these around we are a l l  doomecl .

THE O)GORD YARD
In  the c lark d is tant  past  when stagecoaches were the only

way to t ravel  around the cor . rnt ry ,  many an arduous Journey
at  average speeds of  twelve mi les per  hour  was undertaken.

The horses had to be changecl  at  regular  in tervals  to keep up

w i th  t he  t ime tab le ;  t h i s  was  no rma l l y  done  a t  a  Coach ing

Inn and the passengers dr iver  and guard were not  a lways

al lowed to d isembark.

I t  was customary for  the Coach Company to prov ide two

pints of  beer  for  the dr iver  and g,uard at  each stop.  Handing

these up wi thout  sp i l l ing them was not  easy and in an ef for t

to  get  around the problem a ta l l  two p int  g lass was made.

The  p rob lem was  tha t  whoeve r  t he  bee r  was  handed  to ,

drank both p ints ,  the Inn would not  prov ide more wi thout
payment  and the arguments that  fo l lowed ser iously  s lowed

the coaches progress.

In an effort to resolve this problem the l icenced trade turned

to that  great  seat  of  learn ing Oxford Univers i ty  and they
p roduced  a  so lu t i on ;  a  two  p in t  g l ass  t ha t  you  cou ld  no t

d r i nk  more  than  one  p in t  f r om w i thou t  remov ing  i t  f r om
your l ips.  Those fool ish enough to cont inue found that  the

remainder of  the dr ink would rush out  leaving them soaked.

The g lass was an odd looking th ing a Yard in  length,  th in

wi th a bubble on the end,  i t  was easi ly  passed up to our

thirsty coachmen who soon found ways to beat the trick and

get  both p ints  as usual .

T h i s  i s  w h y  t h e  g l a s s e s  e n d e d  u p  s p e n d i n g  m o r e  t i m e

hanging over  the bar  gather ing dust  than being used.

Steve Bury

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
The South Hertfordshire Branch is celebrating twenty years
of campaigning in the Farriers Arms on 20 November. The
date is immortal ized by a plaque on the wal l  of  the pub
which was unvei led on the tenth bir thday of the Branch.
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The Hertfordshire Branch (as it was then) was the first area
branch o f  the  Campaign  fo r  Rea l  A le  to  be  fo rmed and
Camra itself is of course celebrating its twenty first birthday
this year.

A reunion of al l  the past chairmen plus committee members
and active branch members is being planned for the day.
T h e  F a r r i e r s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  r e c e i v i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t o
commemorate i ts l ist ing in al l  twenty edit ions of the Cood
Beer  Cu ide  (1974-1993) ,  one o f  on ly  34  pubs  in  Eng land
and Wales to achieve this.

TOW\[ AIID AROLTNID
Despi te being descr ibed in the Hert fordshi re Cuide as 'The

most  enterpr is ing pub in town'  the Wheatsheaf ,  Bishop's
Stortford closed in July due to bankruptcy, we wait to hear
what  is  to  become of  th is  Creene King pub.

McMul lens can now boast  of  another  two real  a le pubs;  the
Green Man, lckleford and the Cricketers Benington are both
sel l ing handpumped Country and AK; the la t ter  pub though
is up for  sa le.

S tevenage ' s  newes t  pub  the  Empero r ' s  Head  a t  Che l l s
Manor,  is  open for  business of fer ing Bass and Charr ington
IPA.

Berni  Inns are g iv ing up the lease on Creene King 's  George
& Dragon, Baldock, the new lessee is Mr. Stewart Conway.

The Gate in  Br icket  Woocl  is  now a f ree house (ex-Benskins)
and is  undergoing extension.  The Duncombe Arms,  Hert ford
and the Brewery Tap,  Ware both Creene King houses are
both reopen af ter  major  refurb ishment .  Nicholas Gardner of
L incoln is  the new tenant  at  the Tap but  i t  wi l l  be managed
b y  M a r k  W a r d .  G r e e n e  K i n g  a r e  a l s o  s p e n d i n g  a  l o t  o f
money renovat ing the o ld par ts  and rebui ld ing the extension
to the Inn on the Green, Harpenden. The Three Moorhens,
Hi tch in is  a lso current ly  c losed for  refurb ishment  whi le  the
Red Hart  a lso in  Hi tch in has been recent ly  refurb ished wi th
h a n d p u m p e d  I P A  a n d  A b b o t ;  a n o t h e r  C r e e n e  K i n g
conversion is the Woodmans Arms, Stevenage now offering
XX Mi ld,  IPA and Abbot .

St i l l  in  Stevenage;  what  was descr ibed in the Hert fordshi re
Guide as the town's newest pub, the Coopers Apprentice is
due to be refurb ished later  in  the year ;  in  the meant ime there
is  Bass,  Stones Bi t ter ,  Worth ington Best  and Adnams Bi t ter
on offer.

Rea l  a le  has  re tu rned  to  t he  B lack  Squ i r re l ,  Le t chwor th ,
n a m e l y  F u l l e r s  L o n d o n  P r i d e .  B a c k  i n  H i t c h i n  p l a n s  a r e
being unveiled to convert Bluebells Restaurant into a free
house wi th a wide range of  beers.

Down  i n  Bo rehamwood  wha t  used  to  be  known  as  the
Crown is now the Mousetrap providing Tetleys Bitter and
'Mickeys Tipple ' ;  our  in t repid scout  thought  th is  was very
similar to Wadworths 6X, he also reflected on the mirrored
wal ls  in  the 'd isco p i t ' .  The Woodcock in  Croxdale Road
was earning a reputat ion for  good beer unt i l  the landlord
was replaced by a string of relief managers.

Major  a l terat ions are underway at  the Cuf f ley Hote l  and
Fullers' Holly Bush, Potters Crouch has reopened after a re-
dec that no doubt iustif ies the prices.

The  take -ove r  o f  t he  A l l i ed  B rewer ies  pubs  by  C reena l l
Whitley did not go entirely smoothly; the Rose and Crown,
S t .  A l b a n s  r e m a i n e d  c l o s e d  f o r  o v e r  a  w e e k  a n d  t h e
landlords at the White Lion, St. Albans and the Three Tuns,
Hert ford are shor t ly  moving to pastures new. They have

wasted no time in seeking planning permission to extend the
Whi te L ion and add a conservatory to the Whi te Horse,
London Colney to make i t  in to a fami ly  pub.

P l a n s  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  C h e q u e r s ,  R e d b o u r n  h a v e  b e e n
approved.

The White Hart Tap, St. Albans has a new landlord, ' l t Ain't
Hal f  Hot  Mum' actor  Melvyn Hayes.  James Lennon current ly
a t  t he  Ve ru lam Arms  i s  mov ing  to  t he  T in  Po t ,  Cus ta rd
Wood later in the year. Paul Cowley took over the tenancy
of Greene King's Chequers/ Stevenage at the end of July. And
we hear there are new landlords in the Boot, Kimpton and
t h e  C h e q u e r s ,  W o o l m e r  G r e e n .  M r  G .  S t o k e s  l e f t  t h e
Farmers Boy,  Langley in  July  af ter  13 years as tenant ;  the
new landlord is Geoffrey Mountfield.

It has been reported that the Rose and Crown, Northchurch
previously  an Al l ied Brewer ies pub is  now a f reehouse -  any
news o lease?

T h e  R o y a l  O a k ,  W e s t  H y d e  r e c e n t l y  f e a t u r e d  i n  a n
advert is ing feature in  the Publ ican,  a las not  because i t  is  to
reopen but  to  p lug vandal-proof  door  and window guards
for  f in ing 'dur ing non-t rading per iods ' .

A few issues ago it was noted that the Boot, St. Albans was
on l y  se l l i ng  Te t l eys  B i t t e r  on  i t s  s i x  handpumps ;  we  can
report now there are five different ales on offer. Five beers
are also proffered at the Royal Oak, Ware. The Boars Head
Roys ton ,  a  rec -en t  conve r t  t o  rea l  a l e ,  has  added  a  t h i r d
handpump for  Rayments Specia l .  London Pr ide has jo ined

the Courage beers at the Fountain Welwyn Garden City and
Al l ied Brewer ies 'Ansel ls  Mi ld has been spot tec l  at  the Cask
and Stil lage and the Stafford Arms, Potters Bar.

AIIOTHER COLThITRY IN THE
COUNTY!
A recent visit to the Crown and Falcon, Puckeridge revealed
they were sel l ing Country Bi t ter  as a Buest  beer .  Not  the
M c M u l l e n ' s  v a r i e t y  b u t  E l d r i d g e  P o p e ' s  T h o m a s  H a r d y
Country Bitter, is this a first for the county?
The 16th Century Crown and Falcon became a f ree house
18 months ago when sold by Benskins.  Many of  the or ig inal
beams are being exposed dur ing i ts  current  refurb ishment
which is due to be comoleted in November when the two
exist ing handpumps wi l l  be increased to four  for  d ispensing
two regular and two guest beers.
T h e  o r i g i n a l  c o a c h i n g  e n t r a n c e  h a s  b e e n  e x p o s e d  a n d
through th is  por ta l  the ubiqui tous Samuel  Pepys ventured
clutching h is  d iary where in  he wrote that  he exchanged
shoes wi th the landlord!

PUB OF THE YEAR
The Gibraltar Castle, Lower Luton road, Batford has been
voted South Herts Pub of the Year.
Cordon and Sorre l l  Cunningham took over  the tenancy of
this former Whitbread house in 1990 and have overseen its
successfu l  and imaginat ive re- furb ishment  under the Ful ler 's
banner. They have transformed the pub into a well-run and

we lcoming  hos te l r y .  The  "C ib "  se rves  a l l  t h ree  popu la r

Ful lers beers and food is  a lways avai lable.
O n  T u e s d a y  1 s t  D e c e m b e r  t h e  B r a n c h  i s  m a r k i n g  t h e

occassion with a presentation to Cordon and Sorrell. Come

along and jo in in  the celebrat ions,  any t ime af ter  8.30pm.



BRANCH DIARY
HERTFORDSHI RE SOUTH BRANCH
Fridav 16 October, Trivia quiz, see Watford diary.
Tuesday 20 October,  Branch meeting, Carpenters Arms,
Cravel ls Road, Harpenden, 8Pm'
Tuesday 27 October, Conkers match, folly Sailor, Sandridge
Road, St.  Albans, 8pm.
Tuesday 1O November, Branch meeting, White Horse, Mi l l
Lane, Welwyn, Bpm.
Tuesday 1 December, Pub of the Year,
Lower Luton Road, HarPenden. 8Pm.

Cibral tar Cast le,

Contact:  Bob Norr ish:0582 763133 x2554 or 0582 769923

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
Wednesdav 7  October ,  B .3Opm Branch Meet ing  a t  the
Highlander,  Hitchin.
WEdnesday 21 October,  B.30pm Minicrawl,  start ing at the
Yew Tree,'Walkern, then on to the Robin Hood, Walkern,
and the Bel l ,  Benington.
Saturday  31  October ,  a l l  day  min ibus  pub c rawl  a round
Buck inghamsh i re .
Wedneiday 4 November 8.30pm, Craveley Crawl, starting
at the 19th Hole, Chesf ield Downs Colf  Centre, then on to
the Waggon & Horses and George & Dragon.
Wedne?dav 1B November  8 .30pm,  Bunt ing ford  Crawl ,
start ing at ihe Raitway Inn and eventual ly f in ishing at the
Crown.
Wednesday 2  December  8 .30pm,  Branch meet ing  a t  the
Goldcrest, Baldock.
Contact: Paul Coard 0462 437249.

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Tuesday 6 October,  Social  B.30pm Royal Oak, Watford
Heath, 9.15pm Load of Hay, Watford Heath, .lOpm Villiers
Arms, Oxhey.
Friday 16 October, Branches quiz at the West Herts Sports
Club, B.00pm.
Wednesday 21  October ,  Abbots  Lang ley  soc ia l :  8 .30pm
Bovs Home, 9.15pm Kings Head, 10'00pm Royal Oak.
Tuesdav 27 October,  Sairatt  social :  B'3Opm Cock, 9. l5pm
Cricketers, 1O.OOpm Boot. Transport from Watford Junction
leaves  8 .15pm.
Wednesday 4 November. Local Good Beer Guide launch
8.30pm Swan, Bushey, join CAMRA there and get the CBC
at a discount pr ice.
Tuesday 10 November. Social  at  the Croxley Community
Centre, 8.3Opm
Wednesday 18 November, Breweriana auction at the West
Her ts  Spor ts  C lub .  S tar ts  B .00pm prompt ,  v iewing  f rom
7.3Opm.
Tuesday 24 November, Recruitment even.ing at the Estcourt
Tavern, Watford B.30pm. Money off membership deal!
Contact: Martin Few 0923 252412.

MID-CHITTERNS BRANCH
Conract:  Chris Pont in 0494 78624(w),0494 775409(h\

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS
Contact:  Angie Wrighto2TT 225815

ALL HERTS TIAISON MEETING
Monday 12 October,  Royal Oak, Chipperf ield,  8.30pm Mid-
Chi l terns Branch host ing.

BREWERIANA AUCTION
Watford & Dist r ic t 's  annual  auct ion of  brewer iana wi l l  be

held at the West Herts Sports Club, Park Avenue, Watford on

the 
' lBth November.  The auct ion wi l l  s tar t  a t  8 '00pm wi th

v iewing of  lo ts  f rom 7.30Pm.

Lo ts  i nc lude  b rewery  m i r ro rs ,  commemora t i ve  bo t t l es ,

b r e w e r y  g l a s s e s  a n d  a s h  t r a y s ,  p u m p  c l i p s  a n d  s o m e

Bensk ins  memorab i l i a :  a  Bensk ins  Cen tena ry  mug  da ted

1977,  and a reproduced poster  of  the brewery as i t  was

abou t  1925 .
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The Greyhound @ree House)
St. Ippollitts Nr. Hitchin

Tel:0462 440989

Now Open Selling Real Ale & Real Food
EVERY DAY

Roast Beef Sunday Lunch - 14.95

Boddingtons & Flowers IPA
Plus Guest Beer
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TILBUTRY

Datchworth

Large selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Hotne rna.d.e food. auailable euery
Lunchtime & Eaening

Opening Times:
11.00 - 3.00 5.00 - 11.00 Mon - Fri
11.00 - 3.00 6.00 - 11.00 SaturdaY
12.00 - 3.00 7.00 - 10.30 SundaY

Brewery Tlips organised periodically'
Coming Soon Hogsback BrewerY

- phone lan Miller for details

Almost Liue Music some of the time

Telephone: 0438'812496

The Hertfordshire Newsletter is produced by the Hertfordshire North, Hertfordshire South, Watford & District and Mid-Chilterns
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