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A bi-monthly publication for the discerning real ale drinker

NO NORMANWISDOM
In his recent budget, Norman Lamont wasn't wise enough to heed the wishes of 65,000 people, over 150 MPs and

the brewing induJtry at large, and instead added anotheil t/zp of duty o1 a pint of standard beer. The danger it !!tt
this wilt cause a further drJp in beer consumption, threatening even further the less commercial pubs and the British

Brewing Industry generally.

The 65,000 people were those who signed CAMRA's petition urging the chancellor not to increase the tax on beer. The

petition pointed'out the large discrepency in duty between the UK and a country such as France which has resulted in

beer here being taxed in th"e region of 35p a pini more here than across the channel. This difference has led to a large

influx of beers from across the- channel 
'particularly 

since the freeing of restrictions on the amount of beer that an

individual can br ing in to the country.  The Brewers'  Society are est imating that about 10% of al l  beer sales are

currently accounted*for by imported beer and they are particularly worried that a large amountof the imported beer is

f inding i t ,  *uy, i l legal ly, ' for resale on the shelves of pubs and off- l icences. These ei ther '  undercut home produced

prodults o1. produ.u-a large profit compared to legally imported goods subject to the full tax. The result is a decrease

in the British brewers' share of the market.

The government was already raking in f4 bill ion a year from beer drinkers. Lamont's duty increase makes a mockery

of th! aim of a single markei in drinks throughout Europe, and threatens the very future of the British brewing industry

as it will be subject to even more competition from cheaper imports from the continent.

For the consumer, by the time VAT is added, a minimum increase of 2p a pint is to be expected, rising according to the

strength of the beer.'What the increase at the pumps actually will be, we can only await with trepidation as it will be a

,urpiiru if the brewers don't add on the othei financial effects of the budget: petrol increases leading to additional

transport  costs ( from their  central ised 'highly eff ic ient 'big breweries)and the nat ional insurance increases.

Al l  in al l ,  beer dr inkers and the brewing industry have been screwed again, by a Scotch dr inking chancel lor (you wi l l

have noticed there was no duty increase on spirits!).

Gordon and Sorrell
invite you to try their award-winning
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London Pride & E.S.B.
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These HOUSE BEERS are direct from the Brewery
(NOT WHOLESALERS)

BEERS SERVED ON GRAVITY & HAND PUMP

HOMEMADE BREAD & FOOD WEEKDAY LUNCHTIMES

20% DISC. ON OFFSALE PINSiFIRKINS



PUB NEWS
Former regulars,  Paul  and Susan Kenealy,  have taken over

the tenancy of the Queens Head, Wormley. Ales on offer are

taken f rom Benskins,  Tet leys,  Bur ton,  Bass,  and Charr ingtons

lPA. Tradi t ional  lunches inc lude shepherds p ie and bangers

and mash.  For  the in te l lectual  dr inkers quiz  n ights are to be

int roduced.

T h e  W h i t e  H o r s e ,  B u s h e y ,  h a s  r e o p e n e d  f o l l o w i n g

refurb ishment .  Greenal ls  Bi t ter  and Benskins are avai lable,

tood,  copperware and p lates much in ev idence.

Greene King IPA and Abbot  have been on sale at  the One

Be l l ,  Wa t fo rd ,  and  the  Go lden  I i on ,  Wa t fo rd  has  had

Pedigree and Abbot  avai lable.

Ansells Mild has been on sale at the White Hart, Bushey.

The  Boo t ,  K imp ton ,  now has  a  f ou r th  handpump and  i s

sel l ing Tol ly  Cobbold Dark Mi ld.

The Whi te Horse,  Kimpton,  se l ls  Courage Directors.

The  Coopers  App ren t i ce ,  S tevenage ,  now se l l s  Fu l l e r s

London Pr ide.

Two pubs scheduled to reopen at the end of February were

the Countryman,  Chipping,  and the Robin Hood & L i t t le

fohn,  Rabley Heath.

Recent  landlord changes inc lude the Rose & Crown,  Aston;

the  George ,  H i t ch in ;  t he  New Found  Ou t ,  H i t ch in ;  t he

Cr icketers,  Hi tch in (yet  again! ) ;  and the Old Whi te Horse,

Ba ldock .

Moor Mi l l ,  Park Street ,  held a successfu l  beer  fest iva l  in

February,  featur ing beers f rom smal l  independent  brewer ies,

inc luc l ing a d i f ferent  mystery beer  each day.  They hope to

ho ld  a  l a rge r  even t  i n  t he  summer .  Wa tch  th i s  space  fo r

detai ls !

Creenal ls  have submit ted p lans to add an extension to the

Old Fox, Bricket Wood.

The White Horse, Hertford now features Everards Tiger and

Old Or ig inal  among thei r  regular  house beers.

T h e  C r e e n  D r a g o n ,  C h u r c h g a t e ,  C h e s h u n t ,  h a s  a d d e d

Anse l l s  M i l d .

The Yew Tree, Walkern, is due to re-open at the end of April

after refurbishment.

The Red L ion,  Waterend,  Hemel  Hempstead,  has recent ly

been closed for refurbishment.

Mike Jones of  the Maiden's  Head,  Whi twel l ,  has become

M c M u l l e n s  t o p  c e l l a r m a n  i n  t h e i r  t e n a n c y  e s t a t e .  D e s

Nevi l le  of  the fohn Ci lp in,  Ware,  won the equivalent  award
for managed houses.

The Brewery Tap,  Furneux Pelham, was judged the best

decorated pub in the Creene King estate.

Al l ied are at tempt ing to swi tch a number of  thei r  pubs f rom

management to 10 year  leases.  Amongst  the pubs are the

Acorn,  and Bul l  in  St  Albans,  Cupid in  Hemel  Hempstead,

Galleria, Goat, and Lamb in Berkhamsted, the Golden Lion

and Red Lion in Watford and the Wrestlers in Hatfield.

WHO OWhISWHAT?
W i t h  a l l  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  p u b  o w n e r s h i p  i t  i s  n o w  o f t e n

di f f icu l t  to  te l l  f rom a pub's  s ignage who actual ly  owns i t .

T h e  p r i m e  e x a m p l e  i s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p u b s  i n  H e r t s  s t i l l

spo r t i ng  Bensk ins  i ns ign ia  and  p roc la im ing  the  mer i t s  o f

Benskins Bi t ter  when that  beer  has not  seen the p ipel ines of

some of those pubs for several years.

Under the Business Names Act  i t  is  a legal  requi rement  for

a l l  pubs to d isp lay thei r  ownership.  CAMRA are now asking

trading standard officers to start enforcing the act. Apart from

anyth ing e lse,  i t  wi l l  le t  you know who to compla in to when

the beer 's  ***+ and the barman's too sur ly  to change i t  (note:

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w o u l d ,  o l ' c o u r s e ,  n e v e r  o c c u r  i n  a  p u b

stocking the Herts Newsletter).

GREENALLS BEER POLICY
Fo l l ow ing  i n fo rma t i on  rece i ved  f rom va r i o t r s  C reena l l s '

l a n d l o r d s ,  w e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  l a s t  O c t o b e r ' s  e d i t i o n  s o m e

comments on the range of  beers avai lable in  Creenal ls '  pubs

and Greenal ls '  apparent  guest  beer  pol icy.  We have s ince

rece i ved  co r respondence  f rom Creena l l s  c l a r i f y i ng  t he

si tuat ion.

Thev state that  thev have decided to reta in those Al l ied beers

which have a st rong fo l lowing across thei r  39 pubs in  thei r

North Home Count ies '  estate.  This means that  Benskins and

Te t l eys  a re  s t i l l  ava i l ab le  t o  t he i r  l and lo rds ,  bu t  t ha t  t hey

have dropped Burton Ale and Ansel ls  Mi ld,  the la t ter  being

replaced by the in fer ior  Greenal ls  Mi ld.

Greenal ls  bee' rs  were '  apparent ly  not  or ig , ina l ly  of fered to

the i r  l and lo rds ,  bu t  we re  i n t roduced  a t  t he r r  r eques t .  The

o rd ina ry  B i t t e r  and  M i l d ,  be ing  supp lemen ted  by  Thomas

Creena l l  O r i g i na l  whe re  cask  bee r  sa les  wa r ran t  i t .  The i r

commendab le  a im  i s  t o  p ro tec t , ' a t  a l l  cos t s ' ,  t he  qua l i t y  o f

the beer they sel l  in  thei r  estate.

The beers on ( , reen: . r l ls '  guest  l is t  are:  Youngs Bi t ter ,  Adnams

B i t t e r ,  Wadwor ths  6X ,  and  Creene  K ing  IPA  anc l  Abbo t .

A l t hough  th i s  i s  a  w ide r  l i s t  t han  was  o r i g i na l l y  t hough t ,  i t  i s

st i l l  not  par t icu lar ly  adventurot ts ,  being l i t t le  d i f ferent  to  the

gues t  bee r  l i s t s  o f  t he  b ig  b rewers .  Howeve r ,  C reena l l s '

l icensees are at  a d isadvantage in that  as they are not  the

tenants of  a brewing company,  they cannot  buf  in  a genuine

guest  a le and are rest r ic ted to beers on Greenal ls '  l is t .



BREWERYNEWS
Hadrian's Brewery of Newcastle has unfortunately gone in to

receivership.  There are hopes to sel l  i t  as a going concern as

the brewery is  cont inuing to t rade normal ly .

Another casualty is the Forbes brewery in Lowestoft which

has stopped production after the owner, Charles Forbes, left

the area.  This too is  up for  sa le as is  the Ear l  Soham brewery

based at  the Victor ia ,  Ear l  Soham in Suf fo lk .

A  n e w  b r e w e r y  h a s  s t a r t e d  u p  a t  t h e  G r e e n  D r a g o n ,

Evesham. One beer,  Asum Ale (3.Babv)  is  being produced.

Mac lays  80 / -  i s  be ing  made  ava i l ab le  t o  t he  Eng l i sh  f r ee

trade under the name of  Or ig inal  Export .

Elgoods are producing a porter to mark the retirement of Sir

Henry Holder ,  long t ime brewer wi th the company.

Smi les are producing a new beer,  Br is to l  Stout ,  and have

bought  a four th pub,  the Rose and Crown,  Larkhal l ,  Bath.

Youngs could face up to 11 insurance c la ims af ter  two of

thei r  drayhorses bol ted af ter  an angry motor is t  hooted at

them Several  parked cars were damaged and a road s ign

was demol ished:  the drayman was thrown of f  the dray and

suf fered a leg in lury.

Ful lers Hock,  a 3.2" / , '  a l - ;v ,  dark mi ld is  being in t roduced in

cask-  condi t ioned form. l t  is  due to be avai lable up to Easter .

The latest  farce resul t ing f rom brewery c losures and t rade

agreements is  that  Courage are market ing a 3.6"h abv Best

Sco tch  to  compe te  ag ,a ins t  Sco t t i sh  &  Newcas t l e  Sco tch

Bi t ter  in  the North East  of  England.  What 's  wrong wi th that?

We l l ,  t hey ' re  g ,e t t i ng  Ushe rs  o f  T rowbr idge ,  W i l t sh i re ,  t o

p roduce  i t .  Ushe rs  we re  a  pa r t  o {  C rand  Me t ' s  b rew ing

operat ion unt i l  a  management buy out  ensured the brewery 's

su rv iva l .

DRINT(WISE
llever forget thcre lc c limlt.

As you' re reading th is  newslet ter ,  the chances are that  you

l ike the odd p int .  You' re probably a lso aware that  medical

ooin ion recommends a sensib le number of  'un i ts '  o f  a lcohol

that  can be drunk per  week wi thout  causing possib le heal th

problems. The following details we received from the East &

Nor th  He r t f o rdsh i re  Hea l t h  Au tho r i t y  he lps  c l a r i f y  how

many 'un i t s '  t he re  a re  i n  a  p in t .

QUESTION: How many units of alcohol are there in one

pint of real ale?

l f  you  th ink  t he  answer  i s  two ,  you  had  be t te r  read

on . . . . . , . . . . . . , . . . . .

A r t i c l e s  f e a t u r i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  u n i t s  o f  a l c o h o l  a n d

sensib le weekly l imi ts  usual ly  s tate that  one Lrn i t  o f  a lcohol

is  equal  to  hal f  a  p int  of  "ord inary st rength"  beer .

This "ord inary st rength"  refers to an ABV of  about  3-5%. The

quest ion then ar ises of  what  is  a uni t  o f  a lcohol  equal  to ,

when the beer in  c luest ion is  not  "ord inary st rength" .

The obvious answer is  that  the uni t  va lue of  beer  increases

as the strength increases, but what is often not appreciatecl is

that  the re lat ionship is  d i rect ly  proport ional .  Thus hal f  a  p int

of  a 7o/o ABV beer conta ins two uni ts .

Doctors recommend that  sensib le weekly l imi ts  are up to 21

un i t s  o f  a l coho l  f o r  men  anc l  up  to  l 4  un i t s  f o r  women '

s p r e a d  e v e n l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w e e k .  S o ,  h o w  d o e s  t h i s

t ranslate in to p ints  of  beer?

The fo l lowing table shows the number of  uni ts  l ler  p int  of

var ious st rengths of  beer ,  and the maximum nunrber  of  p ints

that  may be consumed in a week,  whi le  remain ing below

the  sens ib le  l im i t s .

So,  the message here is ,  that  i f  you are keeping an eye on

your weekly uni t  consumpt ion,  i t  is  not  enough to count  one

pint  of  beer  as 2 uni ts .  Bear in  mind,  the st ronger the beer,

the more uni ts  of  a lcohol  i t  wi l l  conta in.

Dr inkwise,  and never  forget  there is  a l imi t .

Fo r  f u r t he r  i n fo rma t i on  con tac t :  The  Hea l th  P romo t i on

Department  -  0707 328111 Ext  3 531

WbeTLytton flrms
PARK LANE, OLD KNEBWORTH, HERTS SG3 608

Tel: 0438 812312

Spring Beer Festivol 22nd - 25th April
tJp to 50 beers including: Arundel, Nene Volley, Tring,

Chiltern, Bodicote, Nix Wincoft, Jennings,
Berrow Breweries etc., PIus large ronge of Belgion Beers

Plus O'Hogons Sousoge & Ploughmons Food Bor

1% miles from Knebworth BR Stotion

Pleose phone for more detoils.

o/"ABV No of  Uni ts
pe r  p in t

Sesnsib le no of
pints per week

Men  (21  un i t s )

Sensible no of
pints per week

Women (14  un i ts )

3 . 5 2 U p  t o  1 0 . 5 U p t o T

A 2 . 3 Y 6

4 . 5 2 . 6 o 5 . 5

2 . 9 7 tr

5 . 5 3 . 1 6 . 5

6 3 . 4 6 4

7 A tr 3 . 5



BRANCH DIARY
HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
Tuesday 6  Apr i l ,  Welwyn V i  l lage  survey  s ta r t  Rose and
Crown Bpm.
Tuesday 20 Apri l ,  Branch Meeting Moor Mi l l ,  Park Street
8pm.
Tuesday 11 May, Ware survey start Brewery Tap 8pm.
Tuesday 25 May, Branch Meeting Cricketeres, Redbourn
8 p m .

Con tac t :  Bob  Nor r i sh :  0582  763133  x2554  (w )  o r  0582

769923 (h)

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH

Wednesday 7 April,8.3Opm Branch meeting at the Crown &

Falcon,  Pucker idge.
Wednesday  21  Ap r i l ,  B .3Opm Knebwor th  and  Woo lmer

Creen crawl, starting at the Station, Knebworth, then visit ing

al l  the Woolmer Green pubs.

Wednesday 5 May,  8.40pm Baldock crawl ,  s tar t ing at  the

Engine (opposi te BR stat ion) .
Wednesday 19 May,  B.30pm South Hi tch in crawl ,  s tar t ing at

the Fountain, Nine Springs Way, then on to the New Found

Out, Orange Tree and Three Moorhens, all on Stevenage

Road.
S a t u r d a y  2 2  M a y ,  l l a m  J o i n t  s o c i a l  w i t h  P e t e r b o r o u g h

b r a n c h :  l u n c h t i m e  c r a w l  a l o n g  S t e v e n a g e  H i g h  S t r e e t ,

starting at Marquis of Lorne.
Wednesday 2 June,  B.30pm Branch Meet ing -  venue to be

arranSeo.
Contact :  Paul  Coard 0462 437249.

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Wednesday  7  Ap r i l ,  Ou t  o f  a rea  c raw l  o f  Be rkhams ted :

8.30pm Ris ing Sun,  9.15pm Boat ,  
.10.00pm Palace

Wednesday 21 Aypr i l  ,  B.30pm Branch dar ts  tournament  at

the West Herts Sports Club.
Tuesday 27 Apr i l ,  Bushey crawl :  Horse & Chains 8.30pm,

Royal  Oak 9.15pm, Stag 10.00Pm.
Wednesday 5 May, Mild evening: 8.30pm Estcourt Tavern,

9.30pm Nascot  Arms (both Creene King) .

T u e s d a y  1 1  M a y ,  M i l d  e v e n i n g  a t  t h e  B l a c k  H o r s e ,

Chor leywood (Creenal  ls) .
Tuesday 18 May,  Green Man,  Wi l lesden (Ful lers)  8.30pm,

Grand funct ion Arms,  Acton Lane,  Har lesden,  9.40pm

Contact :  Mike Bi rch 0923 773913.

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH
Contact :  Chr is  Pont in 0494 78624(w),  0494 775409(h)

HTRTS-ESSEX BORDERS
Monday 5 Apr i l ,  Branch meet ing 8.3Opm at  The George,

L i t t l e  Ha l l i ngbu ry .
Contact :  Derek Wisdom 02797 414200

ALt  HERTS TIAISON MEETINC
Monday 26 Apr i l ,  Lower Red L ion,  St  Albans,  B.30pm.

EAST ANGTIA REGIONAT MEETING
Saturdav B Mav, venue to be confirmed.

CAN IT!
Trading Standard Officers have told the brewers to can their

a d v e r t i s i n g  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  c a n n e d  b e e r  a s ' d r a u g h t ' '

LACOTS,  t he  Loca l  coo rd ina t i ng  Commi t t ee  o f  T rad ing

Standards Officers, have declared that the term draught must

re late only  to the way the beer is  del ivered and not  to  i ts

t a s t e  o r  a p p e a r a n c e ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e

inappropriate to apply the term to canned beers.

Bass declared the decis ion as ' lud icrous.  l t  is  c lear  even to

the  mos t  unobse rvan t  cus tomer  t ha t  t he  bee r  i s  i n  f ac t

canned. '  Which begs the quest ion why bother  to use the

term in the f i rs t  P lace?

The Greyhound (Free House)

St. Ippollitts Nr. Hitchin Tel: O462 440989

Now Open Selling Real Ale & Real Food
EVERY DAY

Roast Beef SundaY Lunch - €4'95

Boddingtons & Flowers IPA - Plus Guest Beer

Traditional music sessions
Apr 2l,MaY 26, June 30

TI-LB,URV
Inn offthe Green D

Datchworth
(formerly Inn on the Green)

Large selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Home rnade food auailable eaery
Lunchtim.e & Euening

Opening Times:
11.00 - 3.00 5.00 - 11.00 Mon - Fri
11.00 - 3.00 6.00 - 11.00 SaturdaY
12.00 - 3.00 7.00 - 10.30 SundaY

Brewery Tlips organised periodically'
Coming next - Adncln'Ls, October 30th

- phone lan Miller for details

Almost Liue Music some of the time

Telephone : 0438'8L2496
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