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NO NORMAN WISDOM

In his recent budget, Norman Lamont wasn’t wise enough to heed the wishes of 65,000 people, over 150 MPs and
the brewing industry at large, and instead added another 1/2p of duty on a pint of standard beer. The danger is that
this will cause a further drop in beer consumption, threatening even further the less commercial pubs and the British
Brewing Industry generally.

The 65,000 people were those who signed CAMRA's petition urging the chancellor not to increase the tax on beer. The
petition pointed out the large discrepency in duty between the UK and a country such as France which has resulted in
beer here being taxed in the region of 35p a pint more here than across the channel. This difference has led to a large
influx of beers from across the channel particularly since the freeing of restrictions on the amount of beer that an
individual can bring in to the country. The Brewers’ Society are estimating that about 10% of all beer sales are
currently accounted for by imported beer and they are particularly worried that a large amount of the imported beer is
finding its way, illegally, for resale on the shelves of pubs and off-licences. These either undercut home produced
products or produce a large profit compared to legally imported goods subject to the full tax. The result is a decrease
in the British brewers’ share of the market.

The government was already raking in £4 billion a year from beer drinkers. Lamont’s duty increase makes a mockery

of the aim of a single market in drinks throughout Europe, and threatens the very future of the British brewing industry
as it will be subject to even more competition from cheaper imports from the continent.

For the consumer, by the time VAT is added, a minimum increase of 2p a pint is to be expected, rising according to the
strength of the beer. What the increase at the pumps actually will be, we can only await with trepidation as it will be a
surprise if the brewers don’t add on the other financial effects of the budget: petrol increases leading to additional
transport costs (from their centralised ‘highly efficient’ big breweries) and the national insurance increases.

All in all, beer drinkers and the brewing industry have been screwed again, by a Scotch drinking chancellor (you will
have noticed there was no duty increase on spirits!).

Gordon and Sorrell ,@%NE@ %
invite you to try their award-winning & @\?;7
Fuller’s Chiswick, s Ay &
London Pride & E.S.B. | castle street ... old hertford
at the

Over 200 GUEST REAL ALES per. year

& ?4%1,“;,. ~ Fullers; Hook Norton
- & G.K.IPA.
These HOUSE BEERS are direct from the Brewery
(NOT WHOLESALERS)

BEERS SERVED ON GRAVITY & HAND PUMP

Gibraltar Castle ||

Lower Luton Road, Batford, Harpenden

Meals now available all opening times

20% DISC. ON OFFSALE PINS/FIRKINS




PUB NEWS

Former regulars, Paul and Susan Kenealy, have taken over
the tenancy of the Queens Head, Wormley. Ales on offer are
taken from Benskins, Tetleys, Burton, Bass, and Charringtons
IPA. Traditional lunches include shepherds pie and bangers
and mash. For the intellectual drinkers quiz nights are to be
introduced.

The White Horse, Bushey, has reopened following
refurbishment. Greenalls Bitter and Benskins are available,
food, copperware and plates much in evidence.

Greene King IPA and Abbot have been on sale at the One
Bell, Watford, and the Golden Lion, Watford has had
Pedigree and Abbot available.

Ansells Mild has been on sale at the White Hart, Bushey.

The Boot, Kimpton, now has a fourth handpump and is
selling Tolly Cobbold Dark Mild.

The White Horse, Kimpton, sells Courage Directors.

The Coopers Apprentice, Stevenage, now sells Fullers
London Pride.

Two pubs scheduled to reopen at the end of February were
the Countryman, Chipping, and the Robin Hood & Little
John, Rabley Heath.

Recent landlord changes include the Rose & Crown, Aston;
the George, Hitchin; the New Found Out, Hitchin; the
Cricketers, Hitchin (yet again!); and the Old White Horse,
Baldock.

Moor Mill, Park Street, held a successful beer festival in
February, featuring beers from small independent breweries,
including a different mystery beer each day. They hope to
hold a larger event in the summer. Watch this space for
details!

Greenalls have submitted plans to add an extension to the
Old Fox, Bricket Wood.

The White Horse, Hertford now features Everards Tiger and
Old Original among their regular house beers.

The Green Dragon, Churchgate, Cheshunt, has added
Ansells Mild.

The Yew Tree, Walkern, is due to re-open at the end of April
after refurbishment.

The Red Lion, Waterend, Hemel Hempstead, has recently
been closed for refurbishment.

Mike Jones of the Maiden’s Head, Whitwell, has become
McMullens top cellarman in their tenancy estate. Des
Neville of the John Gilpin, Ware, won the equivalent award
for managed houses.

The Brewery Tap, Furneux Pelham, was judged the best
decorated pub in the Greene King estate.

Allied are attempting to switch a number of their pubs from
management to 10 year leases. Amongst the pubs are the
Acorn, and Bull in St Albans, Cupid in Hemel Hempstead,
Galleria, Goat, and Lamb in Berkhamsted, the Golden Lion
and Red Lion in Watford and the Wrestlers in Hatfield.

WHO OWNS WHAT?

With all the changes in pub ownership it is now often
difficult to tell from a pub’s signage who actually owns it.
The prime example is the number of pubs in Herts still
sporting Benskins insignia and proclaiming the merits of
Benskins Bitter when that beer has not seen the pipelines of
some of those pubs for several years.

Under the Business Names Act it is a legal requirement for
all pubs to display their ownership. CAMRA are now asking
trading standard officers to start enforcing the act. Apart from
anything else, it will let you know who to complain to when
the beer’s **** and the barman’s too surly to change it (note:
this situation would, of course, never occur in a pub
stocking the Herts Newsletter).

GREENALLS BEER POLICY

Following information received from various Greenalls’
landlords, we published in last October’s edition some
comments on the range of beers available in Greenalls’ pubs
and Greenalls’ apparent guest beer policy. We have since
received correspondence from Greenalls clarifying the
situation.

They state that they have decided to retain those Allied beers
which have a strong following across their 39 pubs in their
North Home Counties’ estate. This means that Benskins and
Tetleys are still available to their landlords, but that they
have dropped Burton Ale and Ansells Mild, the latter being
replaced by the inferior Greenalls Mild.

Greenalls beers were apparently not originally offered to
their landlords, but were introduced at their request. The
ordinary Bitter and Mild, being supplemented by Thomas
Greenall Original where cask beer sales warrant it. Their
commendable aim is to protect, ‘at all costs’, the quality of
the beer they sell in their estate.

The beers on Greenalls’ guest list are: Youngs Bitter, Adnams
Bitter, Wadworths 6X, and Greene King IPA and Abbot.
Although this is a wider list than was originally thought, it is
still not particularly adventurous, being little different to the
guest beer lists of the big brewers. However, Greenalls’
licensees are at a disadvantage in that as they are not the
tenants of a brewing company, they cannot buy in a genuine
guest ale and are restricted to beers on Greenalls’ fist.

“Did you know “Mine doesn't.”

that every pint
of Greene King
ale contains
only the
sturdiest hops
and the finest
malt barley?”




BREWERY NEWS

Hadrian’s Brewery of Newcastle has unfortunately gone in to
receivership. There are hopes to sell it as a going concern as
the brewery is continuing to trade normally.

Another casualty is the Forbes brewery in Lowestoft which
has stopped production after the owner, Charles Forbes, left
the area. This too is up for sale as is the Earl Soham brewery
based at the Victoria, Earl Soham in Suffolk.

A new brewery has started up at the Green Dragon,
Evesham. One beer, Asum Ale (3.8abv) is being produced.

Maclays 80/- is being made available to the English free
trade under the name of Original Export.

Elgoods are producing a porter to mark the retirement of Sir
Henry Holder, long time brewer with the company.

Smiles are producing a new beer, Bristol Stout, and have
bought a fourth pub, the Rose and Crown, Larkhall, Bath.

Youngs could face up to 11 insurance claims after two of
their drayhorses bolted after an angry motorist hooted at
them Several parked cars were damaged and a road sign
was demolished: the drayman was thrown off the dray and
suffered a leg injury.

Fullers Hock, a 3.2% abv, dark mild is being introduced in
cask- conditioned form. It is due to be available up to Easter.

The latest farce resulting from brewery closures and trade
agreements is that Courage are marketing a 3.6% abv Best
Scotch to compete against Scottish & Newcastle Scotch
Bitter in the North East of England. What's wrong with that?
Well, they're getting Ushers of Trowbridge, Wiltshire, to
produce it. Ushers were a part of Grand Met's brewing
operation until a management buy out ensured the brewery’s
survival.

The Lytton Arms

PARK LANE, OLD KNEBWORTH, HERTS SG3 6QB
Tel: 0438 812312

Spring Beer Festival 22nd - 25th April

Up to 50 beers including: Arundel, Nene Valley, Tring,
Chiltern, Bodicote, Nix Wincoft, Jennings,
Berrow Breweries efc., Plus large range of Belgian Beers

Plus O'Hagans Sausage & Ploughmans Food Bar

112 miles from Knebworth BR Station

Please phone for more details.

DRINKWISE

Never forget there is a limit.

As you're reading this newsletter, the chances are that you
like the odd pint. You're probably also aware that medical
opinion recommends a sensible number of ‘units’ of alcohol
that can be drunk per week without causing possible health
problems. The following details we received from the East &
North Hertfordshire Health Authority helps clarify how
many ‘units’ there are in a pint.

QUESTION: How many units of alcohol are there in one
pint of real ale?

if you think the answer is two, you had better read

Articles featuring the concept of units of alcohol and
sensible weekly limits usually state that one unit of alcohol
is equal to half a pint of “ordinary strength” beer.

This “ordinary strength” refers to an ABV of about 3.5%. The
question then arises of what is a unit of alcohol equal to,
when the beer in question is not “ordinary strength”.

The obvious answer is that the unit value of beer increases
as the strength increases, but what is often not appreciated is
that the relationship is directly proportional. Thus half a pint
of a 7% ABV beer contains two units.

Doctors recommend that sensible weekly limits are up to 21
units of alcohol for men and up to 14 units for women,
spread evenly throughout the week. So, how does this
translate into pints of beer?

The following table shows the number of units per pint of
various strengths of beer, and the maximum number of pints
that may be consumed in a week, while remaining below
the sensible limits.

%ABV | No of Units | Sesnsible no of Sensible no of
per pint pints per week pints per week
Men (21 units) | Women (14 units)
35 2 Upto 10.5 Upto 7

4 2.3 9 6
4.5 2.6 8 5.5
5 2.9 7 5
5.5 3.1 6.5 4.5
6 3.4 6 4
7 4 5 3.5

So, the message here is, that if you are keeping an eye on
your weekly unit consumption, it is not enough to count one
pint of beer as 2 units. Bear in mind, the stronger the beer,
the more units of alcohol it will contain.

Drinkwise, and never forget there is a limit.

For further information contact: The Health Promotion
Department - 0707 328111 Ext 3 531



BRANCH DIARY

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH

Tuesday 6 April, Welwyn Village survey start Rose and
Crown 8pm.

Tuesday 20 April, Branch Meeting Moor Mill, Park Street
8pm.

Tuesday 11 May, Ware survey start Brewery Tap 8pm.
Tuesday 25 May, Branch Meeting Cricketeres, Redbourn
8pm.

Contact: Bob Norrish: 0582 763133 x2554 (w) or 0582
769923 (h)

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH

Wednesday 7 April, 8.30pm Branch meeting at the Crown &
Falcon, Puckeridge.

Wednesday 21 April, 8.30pm Knebworth and Woolmer
Green crawl, starting at the Station, Knebworth, then visiting
all the Woolmer Green pubs.

Wednesday 5 May, 8.40pm Baldock crawl, starting at the
Engine (opposite BR station).

Wednesday 19 May, 8.30pm South Hitchin crawl, starting at
the Fountain, Nine Springs Way, then on to the New Found
Out, Orange Tree and Three Moorhens, all on Stevenage
Road.

Saturday 22 May, llam Joint social with Peterborough
branch: lunchtime crawl along Stevenage High Street,
starting at Marquis of Lorne.

Wednesday 2 June, 8.30pm Branch Meeting - venue to be
arranged.

Contact: Paul Coard 0462 437249.

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH

Wednesday 7 April, Out of area crawl of Berkhamsted:
8.30pm Rising Sun, 9.15pm Boat, 10.00pm Palace
Wednesday 21 April, 8.30pm Branch darts tournament at
the West Herts Sports Club.

Tuesday 27 April, Bushey crawl: Horse & Chains 8.30pm,
Royal Oak 9.15pm, Stag 10.00pm.

Wednesday 5 May, Mild evening: 8.30pm Estcourt Tavern,
9.30pm Nascot Arms (both Greene King).

Tuesday 11 May, Mild evening at the Black Horse,
Chorleywood (Greenalls).

Tuesday 18 May, Green Man, Willesden (Fullers) 8.30pm,
Grand Junction Arms, Acton Lane, Harlesden, 9.40pm
Contact: Mike Birch 0923 773913.

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH
Contact: Chris Pontin 0494 78624(w), 0494 775409(h)

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS

Monday 5 April, Branch meeting 8.30pm at The George,
Little Hallingbury.

Contact: Derek Wisdom 02797 414200

ALL HERTS LIAISON MEETING
Monday 26 April, Lower Red Lion, St Albans, 8.30pm.

EAST ANGLIA REGIONAL MEETING
Saturday 8 May, venue to be confirmed.

The Greyhound (Free House)
St. Ippollitts Nr. Hitchin  Tel: 0462 440989

Now Open Selling Real Ale & Real Food
EVERY DAY
Roast Beef Sunday Lunch — £4.95

Boddingtons & Flowers IPA — Plus Guest Beer

Traditional music sessions
Apr 21, May 26, June 30

CANIT!

Trading Standard Officers have told the brewers to can their
advertising describing their canned beer as ‘draught’.
LACOTS, the Local Coordinating Committee of Trading
Standards Officers, have declared that the term draught must
relate only to the way the beer is delivered and not to its
taste or appearance, and that it would therefore be
inappropriate to apply the term to canned beers.

Bass declared the decision as ‘ludicrous. It is clear even to
the most unobservant customer that the beer is in fact
canned.” Which begs the question why bother to use the
term in the first place?

TILBURY

Inn off the Green
=

Datchworth

(formerly Inn on the Green)

Large selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Home made food available every
Lunchtime & Evening

Opening Times:
11.00 - 3.00 5.00 — 11.00 Mon — Fri
11.00 - 3.00 6.00 — 11.00 Saturday
12.00 - 3.00 7.00 - 10.30 Sunday

Brewery Trips organised periodically.
Coming next — Adnams, October 30th
— phone Ian Miller for details

Almost Live Music some of the time

Telephone: 0438-812496

Fund
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