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A bi-monthly publication for the discerning real ale drinker

HOWBIG IS YOURS?
Not long ago the Campaign for Real Ale scored a notable victory for the beer consumer, the everyday people

which t-he-industry relieJ on for it's continued existence. After many years of lobbying, the Government
eventually agreed io implement Section 43 of the Weights and Measures Act which demands that a pint of

beer should contain a full pint of liquid, disregarding any foam.

The enforcement date is the 1st of Apri l  1994 which means that within a year the t ime of the "short pint" wil l  be

over and everybody wil l  get what they pay for. Well,  perhaps not, rumours are circulating that the Trade and

lndustry Secretary, Michael Heselt ine, is about to back down and avoid implementation. Yet again, industry

whining appears to carry more clout than public opinion. The same old t ired arguments are being recycled, such

as the iost of the new larger glasses or the diff iculty of training staff to pour to a l ine-cpnsistently. The more

important point is that by siandardising glass size across the board everybody wil l  know where they stand as the

beer clears. Bigger glasses mean less wastage for the l icensee from overf low and spil lage and arguments over top

ups can be eff ly iett led. Whether the beer is served with a thick head (an unfortunate current fad) or not is

completely irrelevant and anybody who has tr ied f i l l ing glasses to a l ine wil l  tel l  you that i t  just takes a bit of
practice.

To ease the transit ion, I icensee's should start to phase in the bigger glasses, through natural wasta8e, now so that

the public can get used to the new containers and are not confused by what may appear to be shorter pints than

they already a;. A sudden switch next Apri l  wil l  put the cost up and cost is what the industry is threatening the

Covernment with. The Brewers Society originally claimed that implementation would cost f530 mil l ion, their

latest estimate is f19 mil l ion and dropping, 6asical ly they are f loundering about, trying to justi fy the fact that the

consumer has often been paying for less than a pint of l iquid for decades. The Campaign urges Mr. Heselt ine to

stand f irm and do us al l  a favour, enforce Section 43 and raise your glass!
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Over 200 GUEST REAL ALES Per. Year

Fullers; Hoot Norton
& G.K.IPA.

These HOUSE BEERS are direct from the Brewery
(NOT WHOLESALERS)

BEERS SERVED ON GRAVITY & HAND PUMP

HOMEMADE BREAD & FOOD WEEKDAY LTINCHTIMES

2OO/O DISC. ON OFF SALE PINS/FIRKINS

Gordon and Sorrell
invite you to try their award-winning

Fuller's Chiswick,
London Pride & E.S.B.

at the

Gibraltar Castle
Lower Luton Road, Batford, Harpenden

Meals now available all opening times



A CHANGE OF DUTY
You have probably heard of the change to a new Beer Duty
system on June 1st and wondered what effect it would have
on you, the ordinary beer dr inker.  I  mean apart  f rom the.
shrewd suspicion that i t  would probably put up the pr ice of
your favourite pint. Well maybe not, read on.
There are two main changes. Firstly, the new duty is a 'gate

tax' i .e.  charged on the quant i ty and strength of the ale (with
a sl ight qual i f icat ion for cask condit ioned ales) as i t  leaves
the registered premises. The old duty point was very early on
in the brewing process before fermentation commenced and
there is an inevi table loss of volume during fermentat ion,
condit ioning and f i l l ing into cask or bott le.  The old system
made a 67o al lowance to cover this but the large modern
breweries, or megakeggers, have got their  losses down to
around 1% so effectively getting some 5olo of their beer duty-
free. The smal ler local and micro brewers can' t  do half  so
wel l  and have ended up  pay ing  tax  on  beer  tha t  i s  los t
d u r i n g  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e  s w i t c h  t o  t h e  n e w  s y s t e m  w i l l
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  d u t y  d i s a d v a n t a g e  s u f f e r e d  b y  t h e  s m a l l
brewers.
Secondly, the strength measurement has changed from the
original  gravi ty (OC) to the percentage of alcohol by volume
(ABV). The old beer duty on OC was actually a tax on the
solut ion of malt  and other sugars before fermentat ion and
very  few beers  a re  fu l l y  fe rmented ou t  to  p roduce the
maximum amount of alcohol with no residual sweetness and
body.
Let us look at a few brews, taken from the Cood Beer Cuide
1993. (What do you mean, you haven't  got one? l f  you l ike
good ale you need one)

Courage: Best OG 1039 ABV 4.0%
Directors OC 1046 ABV 4.Bo/.

Fu l le rs :  Ch iswick  OC 1034 ABV 3 .5%
London Pride OG 1040 ABV 4.1%

Creene K ing :  XX Mi ld  OG 1032 ABV 3 .0%
tPA OC 1036 ABV 3.6%
Abbot Ale OC 1049 ABV 5.0%

McMul len :  Or ig ina lAK OC 1033 ABV 3 .8%
Country Best OC 1041 ABV 4.6%

As you can see,  fo r  most  b i t te rs  the  rough re la t ionsh ip
b e t w e e n  O C  a n d  A B V  i s  ( O G  -  1 0 0 0 )  d i v i d e d  b y  1 0  =
ABY" /o ,  o r  perhaps  0 . ' l  7o  more .  The sweeter  mi lds  and
por te rs  may be  0 .1o lo  less ,  because some sugar  remains
unfermented, hence they now pay sl ight ly less duty than
before. However, the two McMullen beers are both much
more attenuated or fermented out than comparable brews.
This inevi tably means that f rom June 1st they are going to
pay  propor t iona l l y  more  du ty  bu t ,  bear ing  in  mind  the
reasonable pr ices in Mac's pubs, any result ing pr ice r ise wi l l
hardly put their beers beyond the customer's pocket.

NEW BEER FROM MCMULLEN
Although the long established Hertford brewer was initially
s low to  adver t i se  the  fac t ,  the i r  cen tury  o ld  fe rment ing
vessels were recently involved in a project to reproduce an
old beer style. The largely unheralded appearance of a 'new'

McMullen beer was the first in a series of ales to be brewed
under the "McMullen Special  Reserve" label.
Tradit ional IPA was chosen as the lead off  brew and is
modelled on a beer style common in the early years of the
19th century when Peter McMullen ( the company's founder)
b e g a n  b r e w i n g .  T h e  a c t u a l  r e c i p e  w a s  d u g  o u t  o f  t h e
brewery archives and dates from over B0 years ago, i t  is
unusual in using amber malt  which is rarely seen in modern
pints but nevertheless is essent ial  for making Tradit ional IPA
. . . .  we l l t rad i t iona l !
India Pale Ale appears to be an odd name for an old Bri t ish
beer but it stems from a once thriving export market we had
w i t h  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  l o n g  s e a  v o y a g e s  i n v o l v e d  i n
transport ing the beer meant that i t  had to be wel l  hopped
and strong in alcohol to survive unspoi l t .  Al though at 5o/o
A B V  t h i s  m o d e r n  v e r s i o n  i s  n o t  q u i t e  a s  p o t e n t  a s  t h e
original  style i t  looks as i f  Mac's real ise that producing a
stronger brew might put some people off trying it. Judging by
the response of drinkers in the county's pubs that have been
selling the beer it appears that the head brewer got it about
r ight.
The most successful  Special  Reserve beers wi l l  be brewed
again at the proper t ime of year so permanently extending
M c M u l l e n ' s  p o r t f o l i o .  T h e  c o m p a n y  n o w  i n t e n d s  t o
encourage the sel l ing of a reasonably strong guest beer eg.
Nethergate's Old Crowler in i t 's houses during the months
that a Special Reserve beer is unaVailable. Where as before
we always knew it would be AK andlor Country Bitter in a
Mac's pub now more and more people should be tempted
inside "Just to see what 's on.. . ."
W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  n e x t  S p e c i a l  R e s e r v e  w i t h
ant ic ipat ion.

o Over 80 Belgian bottlecl beers in stock

o Free cleliveryl within 40 mile radius

o Tracle enquiries welcome

For a full list
Telephone or

write to:



CHOOSE THE RIGHT GUIDE OUT AND ABOUT '
The county of Hert fordshire is covered by f ive CAMRA
branches,  they  are  run  by  keen,  unpa id  members  o f  the
publ ic who bel ieve they are protect ing Bri t ish beer and pubs
whi le enjoying their  hobby. Whi le viewed with deris ion by
some members of the brewing industry and hi lar i ty by some
media f igures eg. Ben Elton, there can be no doubt ing the
dedication of the active members.
It is this dedication that has stimulated the five branches to
undertake a survey of al l  the pubs in Hert fordshire which
serve real ale. The purpose is to replace the aged copy of the
"Herts Guide To Real Ale" which was compiled over four
years ago, before the massive industry reshuff le result ing
from the MMC report on beer supply.
A smal l  number of pubs are surveyed annual ly for possible
inclusion in the nat ional Cood Beer Guide but to cover the
ent ire county means visi t ing over 1000 pubs and l icensed
premises. The information col lected includes faci l i t ies l ike
car parks, gardens, real  f i res, food avai labi l i ty,  family rooms
and of course what beer is sold. Al l  the surveyor requires is a
couple of minutes of the publ icans t ime to answer a few
quest ions, inclusion in the guide is automatic i f  the premises
serve real beer.
T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  m a i n  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e
publ icat ion of this local CAMRA guide. The publ ic gets a
def ini t ive l ist  of  the county's pubs with honest descr ipt ions.
The publican's get free advertising and the surveyors get to
visi t  pubs they barely knew existed.
The survey  has  been underway s ince  the  la te  spr ing  bu t
a l ready  a  wor ry ing  case o f  underhand 'compet i t ion '  has
come to l ight.  A company cal led Inn Ovat ion Publ ishing has
produced a guide covering Hertfordshire but it 's selections
are  based on  the  pub l ican 's  w i l l i ngness  to  pay .  We have
heard a figure of f240 quoted as the price of a two page
spread with a photograph and an obsequious descript ion.
Perhaps this is good advertising for some large food based
establ ishments but how can any guide which claims to offer
t h e  p u b l i c  " . . . t h e  v e r y  b e s t  p u b s  a n d  r e s t a u r a n t s  i n
Hertfordshire" be taken seriously when they are charging for
entry.
N o  l o c a l  C A M R A  g u i d e  ( m o s t  o f  t h e  U K  c o u n t i e s  a r e
covered) charge for entry and no pub or licensed restaurant
is shown any favouri t ism. l f  any landlord is approached by
someone claiming to be from the Campaign and asking for
money to  'he lp '  inc lus ion  in  a  gu ide  they  shou ld  contac t
their  local branch rep. immediately.

REFURBISHMENTS
Apologies to the Three Horseshoes, Letchmore Heath, who I
promised a mention in the last edition but forgot. Meanwhile
the pub has been tastefully redecorated and had a flagstone
f loor  put  in  which i f  I  d idn ' t  know bet ter  would take as being
or ig inal .  A new exter ior  doorway of  in terest ing construct ion
has  been  f i t t ed  t o  t he  l ounge  ba r  and  the  bee r  w i l l  be
Benskins,  Bur ton Ale and a guest  f rom Al l ied 's  por t fo l io .  Al l
in  a l l  a  good job done and worth a v is i t .
l w i s h  l c o u l d  s a y  t h e  s a m e  f o r  t h e  T h r e e  C o m p a s s e s  a t
Patchets Creen.  The dr ive for  more restaurant  space has
resul ted in  the chi ldren 's  room being removed,  th is  was one
of the few family rooms in the area and it 's loss is a pity.
Worse sti l l  is the Hogs Head, St. Albans (formerly the Hare &
H o u n d s )  w h i c h  I  h a v e  k n o w n  w e l l  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  A
previous refurb involved swapping the Ladies and Cents
to i l e t s  a round ,  ve ry  i nnova t i ve  bu t  neve r  d id  I  be l i eve
Wh i tb read  wou ld  be  s tup id  enough  to  make  the  l a tes t
change. The carpets and furniture have been replaced with
spl in tered,  uneven f loorboards and upturned Hogs Head
Barre ls  to rest  ones a le upon whi le  the wal ls  are sparsely
covered wi th l i t t le  p laques about  get t ing crabs.  The beer
r a n g e  h a s  b e e n  e n l a r g e d  b u t  w h e t h e r  t h e  q u a l i t y  i s
maintained we wil l just have to wait and see. Steve Bury

H e r t f o r d s h i r e  h a s  s e e n  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e
ownership, refurbishment and reopening of pubs recent ly.  In
St .  A lbans  a lone The Hare  and Hounds has  become the
Hogshead w i th  Whi tb read beers  ava i lab le  (y ippee) .  The
Adelaide has reappeared after being Gems nightclub for
some years, Wadworth 6X and Tetley's on handpump. The
Rats Castle looks set to become a Mr. Q's pool pub while
plans for alterations/extensions to the Fighting Cocks and the
Anc ien t  Br i ton  have been submi t ted  by  Ind  Coope.  The
Fleur de Lys intends to add a conservatory at the rear, no
doubt King John of France would have approved, whi le the
Pr6 Hotel  is f inal ly to be converted to a Beefeater.  The
White Swan (once Benskins) has been bought by Inn Leisure
(Devenish) and is current ly being al tered.
I n  o t h e r  t o w n s  -  t h e  W h i t e  H o r s e ,  W e l w y n  v i l l a g e
( G r e e n a l l s )  p l a n s  t o  e x t e n d  a t  t h e  r e a r  a n d  T r o m e g a
Universal Ltd. have got permission to convert  the derel ict
Beechtree Cottages into a new pub! Refurbishment is due to
commence at the Bull in Wheathampstead and at the Swan,
Abbots Langley, which wi l l  mean the end of i t 's of f  sales
department.  McMullen's are to sel l  the fohn O' Gaunt in
Hertford and the Spread Eagle in Ware, hopefully they will
b e c o m e  f r e e  h o u s e s .  T h e  s a m e  c o m p a n v  h a s  r e c e n t l v
acqu i red  the  Stag  a t  Heronsgate  wh i le  Greene K ing  ha i
bought  the  Ra i lway  Arms a t  Bushey.  The Cr icke ter /s  a t
Benington has been renamed the lordship Arms.
New beers and out lets are constant ly shuff l ing around but
here are some of the notables. In St. Albans the King Offa
h a s  g o n e  r e a l  ( a g a i n )  a n d  s e l l s  C r e e n e  K i n g  I P A  a n d
Marston's Pedigree whi le the Jol ly Sai lor now has Hal l  &
Woodhouse 's  Tang le foo t  on  ha i rdpump.  The Glen  Eag le
Hotel  in Harpenden has instal led three handpumps and- is
cur ren t ly  se l l ing  Cast le  Eden and Bodd ing tons  wh i le  the
Plough at Cuff ley has put an AK handpump- on the bar.The
Robin Hood & Little fohn, Rabley Heath, has reopened with
a n  e x t e n d e d  b e e r  r a n g e  o f  M c M u l l e n s  a n d  C o u r a g e  o r
G r e e n e  K i n g .  T h e  C o u n t r y m a n  a t  C h i p p i n g  h a s  a l s o
reopened with Shefford Bitter, Draught Bass, Ruddles Bitter
and two guest 's on sale. Over in Stevenage the Cooperrs
Apprent ice has added McMullen's AK to i t 's range but in
Watford, Greene King XX Mild is on sale for f1-10 at the
Estcourt Tavern, please drink this beer, sales and therefore
out lets cont inue to decl ine. Staying in Watford, Ansel ls Mi ld
is on sale at the Golden l ion and there is talk that Ind Coope
want to open a new pub on the site of the former Nat West
Bank in the Parade. The Coach and Horses, Newgate Street
is now doing 4 real ales and the Cottage in Welwyn Carden
City has an additional 2 beers on gravity.
New landlords have moved in at the White Horse, Kimpton,
the  Founta in  and S i r  fohn Bar leycorn ,  bo th  H i tch in ,  the
Rising Sun, Hal ls Creen, the Bul l ,  Creat Off ley, the Three
Tuns,  Creat  Hormead,  the  Crown,  L i t l i ng ton ,  the  Star ,
Furneux Pelham and the Brown Bear at Braughing.
Congratulat ions are due to the Inn on the Green, Harpenden
(Creene King),  which has won the Harpenden Society award
for tasteful  rebui lding. Final ly,  we wish the BIue Anchor in
St. Albans a speedy rebuild after two wedding cars swerved
to avoid a crash and entered the publ ic bar through the wal l .

SILVER LION
LILLEY

Now open t hole Pitch and Putt Course
9.30am until dusk

Bed & Breakfast from f25.00
Good Greene Kins Ales

Open All Day Mondaylo Saturday
Telephone 0462 678386



BRANCH DIARY
HERTTORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
Tuesday B June, Potters Bar Social meet in the Artful Dodger
8om
T u e s d a y  2 2  ) u n e ,  B r a n c h  M e e t i n g  T o w n s h e n d  A r m s ,
Hertford Heath Bpm
Tuesday 6 July, Survey of Borehamwood, meet in the Green
Dragon, Leeming Road at Bpm. Check with contact.
Tuesday 20 July, Branch Meeting Rose and Crown, Tewin
8om
Contac t :  Bob Nor r ish :  0582 763133 x2554fu)  o r  0582
769923 (h)

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
Wednesday 2  )une,  Branch Meet ing  Woodmans Arms,
Chadwell Road, Stevenage B-30pm
Wednesday 16  June,  Count rys ide  c rawl ,  s ta r t ing  a t  the
Countryman, Chipping at B-30pm, then on to the Cabinet,
Reed and the Fox and Duck, Therfield.
Wednesday 30  June,  Count rys ide  c rawl ,  s ta r t ing  a t  the
Farmers Boy, Langley at B-30pm, then on to the Royal Oak,
Chapelfoot and the Greyhound, St. lppollitts
Wednesday 14 )uly, Stevenage Shephall area crawl, starting
at the March Hare at B-30pm then onto the Fold, Old Red
Lion, Pear Tree and Our Mutual Friend.
Wednesday 28 July, Countryside crawl, starting at the Cock,
Stocking Pelham at B-30pm, then on to the Star,  Furneux
Pelham, the Brewery Tap, Ferneux Pelham and the Three
Tuns, Creat Hormead.
W e d n e s d a y  1 1  A u g u s t ,  B r a n c h  M e e t i n g  -  v e n u e  t o  b e
arrangeO.
Contact: Paul Coard 0462 437249.
WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Watford & District Branch
Friday 11 June, London pub crawl in Battersea area. Check
with contact.
Wednesday 16 June, Skit t les evening at the Kings Head,
Hunton Bridge Bpm.
Wednesday 23 )une, crawl:  8-3Opm Land of t iberty,9-30pm
Stag,  10-15pm the  Swi l le t t  (now McMul lens) .  T ranspor t
avai lable from Watford Junct ion, B-15pm.
Tuesday 29 June, West Rickmansworth crawl: 8-30pm Whip
& Collar, 9-30pm Tree, 10-15pm Halfway House.
Wednesday 7 )uly, Cart & Horses, Commonwood 8-30pm.
Transport available from Watford Junction, B-15pm.
Saturday 10 July, Aunt Sally trip. Phone contact for details.
Tuesday 13 July,  Oxhey crawl:  8-3Opm Rai lway Arms, 9-
15pm Victoria, 1Opm Haydon Arms.
Tuesday 20 )uly,  8pm Cross, Maple Cross, 9-3Opm Dumb
Bel l ,  Horn  H i l l .
Saturday 24 July, JH magic boozer trip. Phone contact for
detai ls.
Wednesday 28 )uly, B-30pm Swan, Abbots Langley, 9-30pm
Compasses, Abbots Langley.
Contact:Mike Birch 0923 773913.
HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS
Fr iday  4  )une,  Min ibus  t r ip  a round Wal tham Cross  and
Enfield.
Monday 7 )une, Branch Meeting at Forest Cate, Epping 8-
30pm.
Sunday 13 June, Real Ale Beer Tent,  Essex History Fayre,
Waltham Abbey, 11am - 5pm.

Saturday 26 )une, Summer Social  Barbecue, Black Horse,
Parslow Wood Common, Bpm.
Monday 5 July, Branch Meeting at the Crown, Sheering B-
3Opm.
Friday 9 July,  Minibus tr ip to St.  Albans.
Monday 26 July, Committee Meeting at the Fox, Matching
Tye Bpm.
Monday 2 August, Branch Meeting at the Three Horseshoes,
Sawbridgeworth B-30pm.
Contact: Derek Wisdom 02797 414200.
MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH
Contact: Chris Pontin 0494 78624(w), O494 775409(h)

ALt HERTS LIAISON MEETINC
Monday 12 )uly,  Assizes, Bancroft  in Hitchin, 8-30pm.

The Greyhound bree House)
St. Ippollitts Nr. Hitchin Tel: O462 440989

Now Open Selling Real Ale & Real Food
EVERY DAY

Roast Beef Sunday Lunch - f5.95

Boddingtons Mild & Bitter,
Morlands Old Speckled Hen - Plus Guest Beer

Traditional music sessions. Next one June 30

T'ILBURY
Inn-o-ff the Creen >-

Datchworth
(formerly Inn on the Green)

Large selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Home rnade food aaailable eaery
Lunchtime & Evening

Opening Times:
11.00 - 3.00 5.00 - 11.00 Mon - Fri
11.00 - 3.00 6.00 - 11.00 Saturday
12.00 - 3.00 7.00 - 10.30 Sunday

Brew ery Tlip s organised periodically.
Coming next -Adnams, October 30th

- phone Ian MiIIer for details

Almost Liue Music some of the time

Telephone: 0438 -812496
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