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BREWERS BUMP UP PRICES
.  : : c J i c t e d  i n  -  e  . - a x u a r y  l l e r ; s l - e t t e r ,  B r i t a i n r s  b e e r  c i - r j - n k e r s  h a v e  b e e n  h i l ,  o y  a  b u r s t  o f  p r i c e

: r : r e s .  S t a n d a r d  t e a r e : s  f o r  t h e  b r e w e r s  w e r e  A l f i e O  ( f n a  C o o p e  i n  I l e r t f o r d . s h i r e )  w h o  s l a p p e c l  3 p  o n

"  
: l r r i .  A l though ' "1 - - i :  - , ;as  su lposed to  inc lude V. .A .T .  e tc . ,  some land l -o rd-s  have taken the  oppor tu -

: . - - ; . ' t o  a d d  a n o t i . e r  p e n n y .  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  i n  s o n e  p u b t  I n d  C o o p e  B i r t e r ,  a t 1  a v e r a g e  s t r e n g t h  b e e r .
. :  s e l l i n g  l o r  t : - e  e x o r b i t a i r t  p r i c e  o f  l O  F e n c e  p e r  p i n -  ( f r a . i . n e  v ; h a t  B u r t o r i  A 1 e  c o s t s ) .  T o  a d C  i n -
' : l {  - f n  i n i r t r r r  - L o - e  

i q  :  s t r n n q  n 6 c - i ' h i l i + ' ,  r L - r  6 ' 1 - , n c e - l o -  D r n i .  l l c : l a  n - - i l l  i r n r o r c e  l h e  d r r t r r  n r} J v D - a u f f , r u J  u r r q (  w r r a - u

: e e r  i n  t h i s  y e a r t s  B u d g e t  b y  a b o u t  1 p  p e r  p i n t .
- : e  P r i c e s  C c n r n i s s i o n ,  s o - c a 1 1 e d  c h a m p i o n  o f  t h e
- -  r  q t t m e ?  h = c  e i r r o n  - l L o  m  o h o r r i  * r- J  P r l  C e  l ' 1  S e

a p - o l i c a t i o n s  f r o m  n o s t  o f  t h e  b r e w e r s ,  e x c e p t  3 a s s
and Whj - tb read where  the  Conrn iss ion  has  a lnor - rnced
a ' .  i r ; v e s t i g a t i o n ,  1 i k e 1 y  L o  b e  - i  t . . l _ e  : . o r e  r l : a t  a
' : o k e n t  g e s t u r e  t o  a i l a y  - . o u n t i n g  c r i t , i c i s n  f r o m
i : i i r kers .  Here  in te r in  r i ses  have been c ran ted .

Easy Way Out
Loca l ly ,  I l cMul lens  have announced a  2p  r i -se .  To

' .  t i r v  1 . h e i r  - i s e s .  t h e  h r c u e r s  n o i n f ,  t o  i n c f e a -
:es  in  the  cos t  o f  raLr  mater ia ls  and heat ing  to -
. -e f  : -e r  w i th  a  pay  ar ,a rd  g rar r ted  to  bar  s ta f f .  W. th
: . ' . r , r  o f  t h e  b r e u e r s  a n a s s i n g  r e c o r d  p r o f i t s  l a s t

: . 'ear ,  CAMRI  fee ls  so :ne  e f fo r t  cou ld  have been mad-e
: o  a b s o r b  t h e s e  c o s t s  -  i t  s e e m s  a l l  t o o  s i r n p l e
: ' : :  bhe  brewe: ' r -  .o  ia -<e  t re  easy  l ,ay  ou t  and de-
: .and ex t ra  noney f rom the i r  cus toners .

XX:ZO OUTLETS
! e s p i t e  G r e e n e  K i n g r  s  i - n d - i c a t i .  n  L h a t  X X ,  B i g -

. - leswad-e  brewed dark  rn i ld . ,  may be  phased ou t  C.ue
:o  poor  sa f -es ,  i je r t fo rdsh i re  CIMRA nembers  have
: ' . , 1 e d  1 o  f i i r d  a  s i n g l e  p u b  w h e r e  c o n s u m p t i o n  i s
: ' . I - L i n g .  , l I  9 4  G K  p u b s  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  h a v e  b e e n
:u : r 'eyed and 20  se l l  XXe a l though top  pressure

i r s p e n s e  1 s  n o s t l y  u s e d .  F i v e  f r e e  t r a C e  o u t l e t s
a l e  a 1 s o  k n o r i n .  P r o m o t i o n a l  l e a f f e t s ,  b e e r  m a t s
e tc .  have beer  i i s t r ibu ted  by  CAMRA vofur i teers  a r td
pos ters  anc l ,  ca : :  s t i ckers  t r r i f l  be  ava i lab le  soon.

' e  r e s n c r r e e  f m n  l i c e n s e e s  h a s  b e e n  e n t h u s i a s t i c
i ; ' L  as  ye t  the  

-c rer ;e ry  
remain  unmoved.

A sk For XX
O v e r a f l ,  : u c c c c r  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  r h i s  f i n e  f r u i t y

: e e r .  o f t e n  c o : r - r . "  o n l y  2 B p  a  p i n t r  m a l  d e p e n d  o
* . n 1 /  q m F  l  I  r r i  l l  e  - e  n r r h q  w h c r e  s n : r e e l  \ /  o t t p  f i  r k - i  n
. . 4 - ! t  J . L s f  r

'  r . , ' eek  is  so1d,  
-cu t  

in  Her t fo rdsh i re  sa l -es  seem to
:e irnprrovlng. I t  is the drinker r,rho tn' i l l -  deter-
r i -ne  the  i 'u tu re  o i  XX -  denand ing  i t  in  GK out l -e t
i s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  s a v e  i t  f r o m  t h e  l o n g  ] i s t  o f
e x t i n c t  b e e r s .  R e a l  X X  o u t l e t s  i n  H e r t s . a r ' e  T h e
J e o r g e  I V  ( l a l d o c t < ) .  t n e  P l o u g h  ( L e y  G r e e n )  ,  t h e
h-oodna: r  (  Chapmore  End. )  ,  The Water fo rd  Arns  (  Wate
io rd)  -  g rav i ty ,  The Wi lbury  Hote1 ,  Ba lJ - room Bar
( L e t c h w o r t h ) ,  T h e  C r o o k e d  B i t l e t  ( C o l n e y  H e a t h ) ,
. r I  o  r .  5 r ^ i F A +  /  o ^ ^ a )  a n d  T h e  W l . i t e  H o r s e  ( t t e r t f o r d )u  \  r ' v L * /  

B Y  D E L  T T T N E R

HATF'' I ELD : il8"hoilf,S*fr
I t  seens  on1- l '  3  s ] :o r t  t i :ne  ago (  2  o r  I  years?  )

tha t  the  rea f  a l  e  i r inker  in  Hat f ie ld  nas  fo rced-
to  l -eave tc , . 'n  lo  : ' i n i  any th ing  wor th  d r ink ing .  The
san i ty  o f  na : r7  res idents  was roa in ta ined on ly  by
mak ing  the  p i l ; r lnage to  Ty t tenha^ i rger  Green.  A l l
th i :  has  cha- i r . "ed  and no t , r .  tha1k fu l1y ,  there  re -
na i j r  on l -y  a  l ra ld fu l  o f  the  toL 'n r  s  pubs  r . -h ich  s t i l l
se rve  no th ing  b :u t  f i zz .

New Outlet
T h e  n o s t  r e c e n t  c o n v e r t  i s  T h e  R o b i n  H o o d ,  c o n -

ven ien t ly  s i tua ted  nex t  to  Woolco  in  the  tow: ' r  cen-
t re .  Jus t  be fore  Chr is tmas I  new handpumps appear -
eC o i r  the  bar  and f ro rn  these f low Ind-  Coope B i t te r
ar - td  Bur ton  r1e .  Why no t  n i id  too? I f  you  want  rea l
n i ld  j -n  ra t i ie lC  you r . ; i11  have to  go  to  The Wres-
t l e r s ,  a n o t i r e r  h o u s e  r ; h i c h  C i C  n o t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e
1 ! 1 8  H e r t s  G u i d e .  H e r e  y o u  r . r i l l  f i n d  I C  B i t t e r  &
M i l d  -  b u t  n o  B u r t o n .  P l e n t y  o f  h o r s e  b r a s s e s ,
b i t s  o f  p i o u g h ,  a  n i - c e  o p e n  f i r e  a n d  g o o d  l u n c h -
l i n e  s n a c k s .  I f  y o u  w a : r t  B u r t o n  t r y  T h e  C o m e t .  T h e
Mosqu-L to  Bar  har  one harLdpump a t  the  fa r  end o f
the  bar .  The Whi te  Har t  and The New F idd le  bo th
:e rve  IC B i t le r  &  Sur to r .  by  handpump but  the  la t -
te r  no  longer  serves  IC< Mi ld  w i thout  gas .

Courage And McMullen
I n d  C o o p e t s  n e a r  : r o n o p o l y  i n  t h e  t o w r r  h a s  b e e n

e a s e d  a  l i t t l e  w l t h  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  T h e  C a v e n d i s h
Arns  and The Horse  a ld  Groom to  Courage.  The Cav-
enCish  nor . r  se f ls  D i rec to rs  B i t te r  by  handpump but
T h e  I o : .  e  a n d  G r o o n  i r  s l i l I  o n  g a s .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,
do  l io t  be  foo led  b ; '  the  3  handpunp hand les  on  the
b a r  a t  T h e  E i g h t  B e l l s ,  u p  t h e  r o a d - .  T h e s e  a r e  f o r
shor " r  -  o r  to  confuse the  tour is ts  perhaps .  T ] :e
o ther  b rewer  to  be  represented ,  in  Hat f ie ld -  in  rea l
a .1  e  fo rm is  McMuf  len .  The Red L ion  now has  Coun-
t r y  P i r l e r  o n  h a n d p u m p s  a s  d o  t h e i r  t w o  l a r g e  e s -
t a t e  p u b s ,  T h e  H i l 1 i . o p  a n d  T h e  F i o p f i e l d s .  W h y  o n l y
r l a r r r * - - '  + ] " ^ 1 r d ] .

u r l v  u 6 r a .

Within Reach
The overa l l -  cho ice  o f  beers  i -s  s t i -1 l  l im i ted  and

t h e  p u b s ,  r ; i t h  o n e  o r  t i , o  e x c e p t - i o n s ,  l a c x  c h a r a c -
te r ,  r ;u t  l t  n  us l  l ' .e  a  g ' . - .o r1  th ine  tha t  , ros ' "  peop le

rir Hatf leld are ncr.r r i t i r in r ' ralL-ing d. istance of a
r . . : l ^  ^ c r v i  n . c t  r J A  I  e ] - e . BT I{ICK CCCKCzuFT



A n n "M g M g +.*L#"TY, **, " g P lY g,.
v is i ted  a  r r id -e  var ie ty  o f  b rewer ies  eg .  Gu inness ,

H o o k  N o r t o n ,  T h e a k s t o n s ,  C h a r l e s  W e I 1 s ,  I n d  C o o p e

a. i rd  R id ley 's ,  ye t  the  one brewery  wh ich  had a lway

remained e lus ive .was our  o l 'm loca l  b rewery t

Mc 'Mul1enr  s  o f  Her t fo rd .  Desp l te  n t -unerous  approa-

ches ,  we had a lways  been re fused,  so  there  was

some e la t ion  when i t  was  announced tha t  a  f i rm

date  had been f i xed  -  Thurs  2J  Ja 'nuary  a . t  10 .30am.

Room At The Top
On arrival l , ie were spl i t  into t i+o groups of ten

and in t roduced to  our  two gu ides ,  head.  b re l te r  To
S k i  n n e r  a r " d  L . i  s  e o l  I  a p  d r e  I  R n l ^ h i  c  I  R O I : i n S O n .  M fJ A f P y s r  v v f f , l e b u v

Skipper  (who 1ed our  par ty )  d i rec ted-  us  to  the  top

f l -oor  o f  the  brewery ,  to  a  room hous ing  two mash

tuns  and"  a  ra ther  surpr is ing  res ident ,  the  pe t

rubber pla:rt .  Here Mr Skipper gave us a brj-ef

h i s t o r y  o f  M c M u l l e n s  a n d  a  s i m p l i f i e d  C e s c r i p t l o n

of  the  brewing  process  wh ich  he  ampl i f ied  ln  more

detai l  as we went rolrnd.

To A l l  And Sundry
A e  t h e ' i T  n w n  n - i r n t e d  h i  s t o r v  s a v s  r r T h e  n a n e* - d  -

l \ / l ^ h / l . r l ' l  r o n r a c a r - f  q  I  6 0  r r c : r q  o f  l ^ r c l  i n  o  h i  s -I v l u l v l u ! I v r r  r r u w  L s P l s D s r r u -  L ) v  J e s f p  v r

tory.  Tn 1827 Peter  McMul1en,  the great-grandfa-
t l r e r  n f  t h e  n r c q e n t  C l . a ' i  r r : r  e s t : h l i s h e d  h l su l r s l  v I  v r r e  y r v r v r r

f i  r - *  h r o r ^ r a r r l - i  n  P r a k  Q t r o o t  l  n n r ^ r  R : i  I  w : r r  S t r e e l , )M D U  u r e w L l . y  v t  \ r r v

Her t fo rd" .  A t  tha t  t ime,  o r ,ming  no  pubs  i t se l f  t
the  brewery  ex is ted  by  se l l ing  i t s  beer  to  a l l  and

s i ;nd . ry . "  The i r  f i r s t  pub opened,  in  Bengeo in  1836
and.  w i th  expans ion  bus iness  was t rans fer red  to  the

Mi }1  Br idge Brewery  a i ' :d  in  t39L a  ner r  b re t  e r -  .  t l ' e
present  one in  Har tharn  Lane,  l sas  bu i l t .  Whi ie
nrnr r  n thor  o r r r  I  l - re t  e r ies  rvere  be ing l  ta l<er t  ove f

i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  ( s o m e  b y  M a c t s

thenrse lves)  .  McMul len 's  ma in ta ined"  the i r  indepen-

d-ence and- today McMul-len and Sons are the only re-
main ing  independent  b rewery  in  Her t fo rdsh i re .  I t
i  s  i  n - f ,c res f , i . r r r  Lo  no te  tha t  in  1900 there  were  ] lv v r v p  v l | b

brewer ies  in  the  county ,  In  l .949  n ine  and today
jus t  two,  the  o ther  o f  course  be ing  Ra; 'ment rs  who

are  owned b ;  Creene K ing .

Tower Brewery
The present  brewery is  of  the tower var iety t

where basical ly ,  the bre l . r ing process star ts  at  the
+ n n ' n ' f  f L o  l - r r r i l d i n o  q n d  w n r r q  i t s  I ' p r -  l - . n  r n t t n d

L v !  u t  u - ! e  u J I I u r l l 6  e i r u  I  v J  r r u . /  v v  6 ! v  
4 r s

l -eve l ,  and there  has  been l i t t l -e  change s ince  i t

was  br , i1 t ,  a l though new equ ipment ,  t there  necessary

h a s  e n a b l e d  M a c r s  t o  k e e p  u p  w i t h  c u r r e n t  b r e w i n g

t r e n d . s .  T o d a y  M a c r s  b r e w  {  -  I  t i r n e s  t h e  b e e r

tha t  ua^  or lg ina l l y  o rewed a t  Har tham Lane and-

supp ly  162 t ied  houses  a^nd an  expand ing  f ree  t rade

m arke t .

Fines t  MaI t
M a c ' s  o n c e  h a d  t h e i r  o w n  m a l t i n g s  b u t  t o o a y  m a l t

i s  b rought  i -n  f rom East  -Urg l ia -  Mr  Sk ipper  uses

rnos t ly  pa le  mal t  f ro rn  the  f ines t  bar ley ,  a l though

some dark  rn i ld  i s  used to  ad- jus t  the  co lour .  Ma l - t

r e p r e s e n t s  8 6 1 "  o f  t h e  g r l s t  u s e d ,  g o o d  b y  n o s t

brewery standards, the remaining l !6io berng rnade up

of  f laked na ize  (6 / , )  and the  add. i t ion  o f  l iqu id
d : rk  susar  f  8o l )  -  bo th  o f  r+h ich  a id .  in  the  c la r i t y

o f  t h e  b e e r .  T h e  r n a l t  i s  m i l l e d  a t  M a c r s  t o  g r i s t .

AK And Count rY
McMul len ts  today  brew two cask-cond i t i -oned-  beers

n a m e l y ,  C o r . r n t r y  B i t t e r  ( O r i 1 - i n a t  C r a v i t y  1 O d 2 )  a n d

A K ,  a  l i g h t  m i l d  ( 0 G 1 0 3 3 )  u h i c h  o u t s e l l s  C o r - r r t r y

by  2 :1 .  Howevet ,  i - t  was  no t  too  long ago t l : .a t
M p n  I  s  - n a n s t r  6 f  f l 1 p r . e h t  r . e e r ^  - o : d  D e S t  

" l e ,  
B i t t el v l @ u  -  r q r 6 s  u r  s r s s b a r

L igh t  Mi ld ,  XXX Dark  Mi ld  and XXXX,  p resurnab ly  a

s t r rcng dark  beer .  Mr  Sk ipper  sa iC tha t  a  typ ica l

barre ls ,  Tuesday:  AX -190 barre ls ,  Hed-nesday:  330
h : r r e l  s  o { '  C n t t n t ' - - -  T r ' 1 7 q , i 2 r ;  : n n t h e r  l : r m  A K  r r r lf s f 6 v

Friday a srnal l-er Country.

Bur ton  ised
T h e  m a l t  i s  I i f t e c l ,  u s i n g  a n  e l e v a t o r ,  t o  a

gr is t  case and passes  th rough a  Stee l -  t  s  masher/ .(  i -nvented-  in  lb lO)  .  Here  1 i r1uor ,  the  brewer t  s
te rm fo r  water ,  i s  b lended w i th  the  gr is t  a : rd  then
flows lnto the mash tun. The spent grains are rrxl
o f f  and the  re rna in ing  cons is tency ,  now ca l - l -ed-  wor t
j - s  d - r a i n e d  o f f  i n t o  t h e  b r e w i n g  c o p p e r .  M a c r s
l ta te r  i s  ob ta ined f ro rn  we l fs  beneath  the  brer+ery ,
s u o p J  i e d  b y  a  2 O O f t  d e e p  a r t e s i a n  b a s i n ,  a l t h o u g h
the  r , , .a te r  i s  near  the  sur face .  As  w i th  most
brewers  in  the  south ,  rypsun is  added to  the  wa-
te r .  Th is  l i kens  the  qua l i t y  o f  water  to  tha t
fou: 'rcl  at Burton-on-Trent, considered ideal for
brewing .  Sa l t  i s  adc led  to  the  water  used fo r  the
Brown A1e bu t  the  water  used,  fo r  S te inp ld  lager
has  no  add i t ions  a t  a1 l

Kent Hops
l l n n c  = r e  : i n l o d  i  r  * L o  n ^ n n o ?  r n , - l  l t l - n l  -  - r ' n - ]  

"l r v - i r -  u r L  u w } J . P r r t  a r r u  l l c , u  D  D u l J y r J

' i  ̂  r : q r l r  I  I . r  f m r  K e r +  a r  - - o r * 1 . -  - - ;  C e d  a t  a f O f f n d! t  v q r l

C ]  n o r  n n l n r ]  I n l l r n l  a  m ' i  d i  n d <  a  n o  r r o o r i  r r i  4 1 "  r ' l  n l " a
f u l y \ f Y t J v l l u t P l r g

: n i  d  t n  - i  r r c  Lhe  r : ee f  i t s  b i  L r , e rneSs  (  an  e *oe r i  -

m a n *  r ^ r i  * h  h n n  n a l  I  o J . c  n r n r r e d  1 ] p q 1 1 a 4 a ^ ^ f r , ' l  \  r F h a
u - I  ! - v !  y r  L f  v  J v  f  r v  s - - f  ( A r r  .  f  l l s

o v n o  n *  i  n n  i  Q * a i  n  m l  d  r ^ r h o r o  Y r r  m  c ' l  : r r  h n n c  r r a

used.  Tb .e  wor t  a ,1  th is  po in t  i s  bo i led  to  s te r i -

l i se  and is  d ra ined in to  the  hopback .  Here  the

r r o r t  i - -  l - e  l d  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  a  m o -
. j e r n  e n c l o s e d  c o c f e r  w h i c h  r e p l a c e d  a n  o p e n  c o o l -

e r  ( s i n i l a r  t o  t h a t  s e e n  a t  R i d l e y t s )  s o m e  1 2
y e a r s  a p .

Fermenters
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M ' c r  s  ; - €  ,  v a r i e l , y  o f  f e r -
1 !  i n  a l l ,  i n e  r n a j o r i t y  o f
rac t i ve  l rooCei t  copper -1 ined
recent ly  ins 'u : i l -1ed con ica l
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t h e i r  b i g s e r  r i v a l s .  T h e  b e e r  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  a
tank  and is  eventua l l y  racked.  Dry  hops  are  add-
ed to  some o f  the  brews and pr im ing  su l 'a r  i s  add-
e d  n r i n r  t n  

' l  
e : r r i  - -  * ] - a  l - r a ' . - a - -  * ^  e n a b l e  S e C O j t -u f v , r v f i /

d a r y  f ' e r n e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  p u b  c e l l a r  i n  t h e  c a s e  o
Cou:rtry and. AK. From the brewery r\re moved to the
cask-wash ing  p1ant ,  bo t t l lng  ha l - l  and  the  two
k e g g i n g  p l a n t s .  T o d - a y  M a c t s  u s e  b a r r e l s ,  k i l s  a n d
f i rk ins .  P ins  are  ra re fy  used-  bu t  po lyp ins  have
been in t roduced.  L ike  o ther  b rewers ,  a  contempo-
rary problem seems to be the a.nourrt of casks not
be ing  re tu rned -  we have a l l  hearc l  o f  the  i l l ega t
th r iv ing  t rade in  a lumin ium bamels .  Macf  s  o1d-
kegg ing  p lan t  i s  s t i l l  i n  opera t ion  bu t  in  twe lve
years  has  becor :e  inadequate .  A  brand-  new kegg lng
p lan t  w i th  inc reased.  capac i ty  i s  now thumping  ou t
kegged Harp and- Stej-ngo1d..'W ine ,  

Sher ry  And Minera ls
Apar t  f rom brewing  Ma,c rs  a lso  re ta i l  and  bo t t le

w ines  and-  sher r i -es .  They  bo t t le  such rb rand-sr  as
E l - i zabethan.  S lovener  and Va lda ina  and-  have the i r
ol ix trad.e name range of wines cal- l-ed. Paul Becasse.
The whole of the r,r ine bott l ing is hand.-operated-
and.  Macrs  ex tens ive  w ine  vau l ts  house some very
i -n te res t ing  v in tage w ines  and por ts .  Ma.c rs  a lso
make mineral waters and soft d.r inks to their own
recipe - some of whj,ch !.ave won national award.s -
as  we l - l  as  re ta i l ing  some o f  the  more  fami l ia r
brand.s.

Mac 's  Museum
Af te r  a  fasc ina t ing  tour ,  we moved.  on  to  a  near -

by  bu i -1d ing ,  cur ren t ly  be ing  k i t ted  ou t  to  become
a museum o f  McMul lenrs  b rewing  h i_s to ry .  Marqy  o f
the  cab ine ts  a re  a l ready  in  p lace .  Downsta i rs  a re
too ls  once used-  by  the  brewery  cooper  and ups ta i rs
o lc [  adver t i s ing  mater j -a1  -  g lasses ,  gob le ts ,  anc-
ien t  beer  mats  and-  d ispens ing  equ ipment  together
w i th  in te res t ing  fac ts  and p ic tu res  o f  pubs  and
events  o f  long  ago.

Tuck ing  In
Downstairs we sarnpled excel lent gravity-drawn

AK and. tucked lnto a very hrelcome and total ly uri-
expec ted-  spread. .  We were  jo ined,  by  Mr  Sk ipper ,
rRobb ie t  Rob inson,  Roy Shadbo l t  (who is  in  charge
of  the  Free  Trade s ide  o f  th ings)  and-  Mr  Wi lson ,
a  second"  b rewer .  The in fo rmal  d" iscuss ions  wh ich
fo1 low brewery  v is i - ts  a re  o f ten  en l igh ten ing  and
M a c r s  w a s  n o  e x c e p t i o n .  M r  S k i p p e r  s a i d  t h a t
sa ]es  cont inued to  d -o  we l l  and tha t  sa les  o f
Stei-ngo1d lager were very encouraging - to the
po ln t  where  McMuf len 's  were  th ink ing  o f  p roduc ing
another  1ager ,  bu t  o f  a  r reaker  g rav i ty .

A New Im age
Macrs  are  cur ren t ly  look ing  fo r  a  new image.

Somehow,  i - t  seerns ,  McMul len  as  a  na tne  is  no t  very
we l l  known and o f ten  cus tomers  donr t  assoc ia te
Count ry  B i t te r  w i th  McMul lenr  s  o r  v isa  versa .
Branch members felt  that a good- way to publ icise
Macf  s  and.  cheap ly ,  wou ld  be  to  re - i_n t roduce horse-
drawn dray del iveries to the Hertford.-Ware area
where the company have a 1arge number of pubs.
Th is  wou ld  sure ly  p romote  in te res t  and as  such
compan i -es  as  Yor rngrs ,  Ad.nams and Wadwor th ts  w i l l
tes t i f y ,  j - s  o f ten  cheaper  than 1or ry  de l i very .

Modern Pubs
Macts  a re  very  happy w i th  the l r  new pubs ,  such

as The Sun at Hoddesd-on and Crocodi]e. Cheshr:-nt
and- more are on the way - CAMRA members hoped that
this wouldrrtt  mean pul l ing d_olr:r any genuinely old
and- pleasant pubs just to replace them wi_th
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c h a r a c t e r l e s s r o n e - b a r r p l a s t i c  d e c k e d  e m p o r i u m s .
The genera l  s tand.ard ,  o f  Macrs  new pubs  has  impro_
vec l -  cons iderabJ-y  -  the  John OrGaunt ,  Her t fo rd-  a r rd
t h e  S a r a c e n r s  H e a d ,  W a r e ,  t w o  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e
modern  p las t i ca ted .  pub dont t  seem to  have been
the  success  tha t  was  in tended.

Mac 's  L ike  F izz
SadJ-y holu.ever, the company are st i l_l  convi-nced

tha t  top  pressure  is  the  bes t  way  o f  d ispens ing
their d,raught beers although they are more incl i-
ned to  agree these days  tha t  there  is  a  s izeab le
demand fo r  r .u r -gassed beers  -  borne  ou t  in  the
appearance o f  new handpumps fo r  Cowr t ry  in  some
pubs ( inc lud- ing  the i r  new pubs) .  Loca l  CAMRA
members  fee l  tha t  i f  Macts  a re  look ing  fo r  a  new
image, they need not look further than AK and
Country, which are two very dist inct ive and.
drinkable beers - worth pramoting as such, but
pre ferab ly  w i thout  the  gas .

Winter Brew?
T r a d  B i t t e r ,  M a c r s  o f f e r i n g  i n  t h e  p o l y p i _ n  m a r

ke t ,  does  qu i te  we l l  and the  company may soon
enter the ffour-pint-can marketr to r j-val_ such
dub ious  compet i to rs  as  l , Ia tneyrs  par ty  Four ,  Jack-
po t  and o ther  ins ip id  b rand_s.  J re ts  hope Macr  s
can come up w i th  someth ing  be t te r .  Suggest ions
that the company might brew a strong winter brew
met  w i th  in te res t  -  i f  i t ' s  good- ,  there  w i l l  be
no e f fo r t  requ i red .  in  spread ing  the  word  rMacrs l
here.

Our Support
I  think i t ,  can be said that in the main CAMRA

suppor ts  compan ies  such as  Macrs  -  independent .
brewing excel lent draught beer and with some very
good- pubs. Our rnaj_n dif ference is in -the method.
o f  d i s p e n s e  u s e d -  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  M a c r s  o u t l e t s .

Thank You
W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  M a c t s ,  M e s s r s  S k i p p e r ,

Robinson, Shad_bolt and. Wil_son for a real ly infor*
mative and worthwhil_e visi t  and for the smashing
buf fe t  lunch la id  on  by  M: :  Shadbo l t rs  secre tary ;
L inda Skuce.  I t  was  2pm,  jus t  t ime enough to
f inish off an eventfut morning with a pint in a
local pub - the Bell_ and Crowzr. The beer?

purred
The Fight ing Cocks,  set  in  the heart  of  the

St.Albans tourist area, near. Verulamiurn, is the
latest  of  Ind.  Coopers houses to be converted-  to
real ale. The pub, reputed,ly the oldest inhabit_
ed f icensed premises in  England,  is  now sel l ing
both Bitter and" Burton Ale on hand-pumps, but
there are no p lans at  present  to in t rod.uce nr i1d.
There are only 5 Ind Coope pubs in the c i ty  wi_th
beer on top pressure,  so i t  may not  be long be-
fore a l l -  the i r  t ied.  out l -ets  in  St .Al_bans of fer
t rad . i t iona l  beer .

FEMALE DARTS PLAYERS
I t  is  fe l t  that  there must  be suf f ic ient  femal_e

darts  p layers wi th in the Herts  South branch.  to
warrant a challenge agai-nst the all-conquering (?)
b lokes.  Wou1d.  any in terested ladies p lease con-
tact  Val -  Sand. ; r ,  Tel_:  St .Albans 33810 (Uome).Mean_
whj-le, the branch team, under the captaincy of
Roger Eaton,  recent ly  beat  Enf le ld"  and.  Barnet
Branch (5-2)  and-  l , test  Herts  Spts/Sociat  Ctub (6-3) .

Pr lnted by Kenmar Press,  Sidney Road,  Wood Green,
London ,  N22  4J ,S .  Te lephone :  01 -BBB 7221 .
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PUB NEWS
Busheyheath  The Wlndn i l l  i s  now se l l ing  Courage

Di rec tors  B i t te r  by  handpump.
Cad{ tng ton  The Horse  and Jockey  now se l fs  L i tch-

borough Nor tharnptonsh i re  B11ter  on  handpump -  a
rar l t y  th is  fa r  sou th .

Datchwor th  Green The Inn  on  the  Green has  w i th -
drawn Rudd lers  County  in  favour  o f  Youngts
Spec ia l  -  the  f i rs t  Youngs in  Her ts  Nor th .

F launden The Green Dragon is  now se l l ing  hand-
pu, 'nped Mars tonr  s  Ped igree  and o ther  rea l  a les  a r
be ing  exper imented.  w i th  to  assess  popu lar i t y .

T r a r n a r i a r  T r i  n ^ 1 6 6 :  B r r r i . o n  A l  e  a n d .  B i t t e r  a r e  n Oa-.:'-
on  sa l -e  in  The Harpenden Arns .

Hemel  I le inps tead Af te r  a  cons iderab le  wa i t ,  The
Kingr  s  Arms has  f i  ra  l - l y  had a  handpu 'np  ins ta  l1ed.
f o r  M a c r  s  C o u n t r y  B i t t e r .

H e r t f o r d  T h e  W h i t e  H o r : e ,  i s  n o w  s e f l i n g  G r e e n e
King XX lark Mild on gravity.

L e a v e s d . e n  T h e  H a r e  i s  r r o w  s e l l i n g  S t o n e r s  B i t t e r
b y  e - L e c t r i c  p u n p  -  b u t  t n i s  - s  a l r n o s t  c e : t a i n l y
t bright I  beer ; i t fol tu, ,at,e I  .

L i t t l e  H a d h a m  C o n t r a r y  t o  - l a s t  m o n t h r s  a r t i c l e ,
T b e  N a g t s  H e a i  ( R a y n e n t ' s )  h a s  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  s e
sure  de l i -ver ies  o f  XX Dark  Mi ld .  f r rcn  Greene K ing ,
who remain  obs t ina te  tha t  Ra} . .ment rs  land lo rds  c
on ly  have the  I (K  L igh t  U1 i ld .  Why?

N u t h a n p s t e a d  , 1 t  ? l r e  W o o d m a n .  C o u r a g e  D i r e c t o : s
3 i t t e r  h a s  b e e n  r e p - L a c e d  b y  G r e e n e  K i n g  A b b o t .

P e r r y  G r e e n  ( n r .  M u c h  H a C l , a m )  T h e  H o o p s ,  a  F r e e
H o t r q e -  t i  o d  f n r  t r o e r  t o  M r n l  q  n ^ r J  h r c  l l n r r n f  r r r

' v r l u l v f J ' ] l v [ j t o J v v w J U r J

P i  * * o r  n n  l - r  n r n n r r- . - , , * . . - y J n p .

Pot te rs  Bar  The L ion  has  recent ly  had hanop ' . rmps
i n s t a l l e d  f o r  I n c r  C o o p e  B i t t e r  a n d  B u r t o n  A l e .
The George and.  Dragon in  S t .A lbans  Rd ncw se l1s
h a n d - p u m p e d -  W e t h e r e d ' s  B i t t e r  ( O n  a f O S f ) .

Red.bourn I{K Light MilC has been withirawn at The
C r i  n L o * o r c  (  - f  

n A  t -* , . *  , - ;oope, )  .
R o y s t o n  T h e  O l d  B u l . 1  H o t e l :  W e t h e r e d r s  B i t t e r

h a s  r . e n l : n c d  R a s .  ^ n  n D n ^ n 1  , m n  n t h e f  r e a 1 -  b e e f S

remain  the  same.
St .A lbans  The F igh t ing  Cocks  now se l l s  InC"  Coope

Bi t te r  and Bur ton  A l -e .  The Peacock"  in  Hat f ie l -d .
Road,  nor^ i  se l1s  Wetheredr  s  B l t te r  on  handpu-np.
T t l s  l v o r t h  z e c n - i n  -  a h  6 1 . 6  n n  * l r a  B I a C k  l i O n  i n

F i s h p o o l  S t r e e t  w h e r e  a  r B e e r  o f  t h e  M o n t h r  i s
h e i  i r r "  f e a t r r r c d  p c n l - r  n n r * 1 -  + ^  ^ ^ - n l i m e n t  t h e  e X -v v  v v " r l

' i  s t , i  n r -  r . an -e  o f  bee rs .
' I n c h ' i r o  c . d l r '  o  i a l a * . i n n  a l L o  n n n r {  I n t e n t t s  e ] _ e C -:s,1:: j :  uuurd u

i r i  n  n t r m  ' r q  t r c n r -  - l n  d  i  c n a n c a  T r d  | .  n n n o  R i  t f  a r  r r a
v v v v v

now redundant .  Top pressure  is  be ing  used.

s e f l s  I n d  C o o p e  B u r t o n  A l e .  H a n d p u n p e d  B a s s  i s
cn  sa le  a t  the  Ho l lybush.

w a r e  T h e  o l d  B u l 1 ' s  H e a d  i n  B a l d o c k  S t r e e t  h a s
. - e w 1 y - f i t l , e d  n a n d p r . n p s  f o r  I n d  C o o p e  B i t t e r  a n , l
3 u r t o n  A 1 e .

I  n ish  to  becorne a  nember  o f  CAMRA L td .  I  agree
to  ab i , le  by  the  Mer rorandu:n  anC Ar t i c les  o f  lLssoc i -
a t ion  o f  -bhe Oanpa igr r .  I  enc lose  { ,4 .00  as  my
annual- subscript ion. ( f ,5. 00 husba.nd ar-r,1 -wife) .

N a n e . . A d d - r e s s . .

D a t e  /  / t g . \ i  m p l - . r r r e

Please send to  Tbe Me 'mt ,e rsh ip  Sec- :e { :a ry ,  The Can-
p a i g r c  f o r  R e a l  A l e .  3 4  A l m a  R o a d - ,  S t . A l b a n s .
Hertforcishi:re, ALI- 3BI^,I .

Welwyn GardC4 _qi!J The Fairway Tavern, next to BRANCH CONTACTS
* h o  r l n ' i  f  / - n I r c o  /  r . r  h o r o  o l  o o t ' \  ,  I r r . ^ ^  u ^ r 1 ^ ^u f r v  v v r f  u u u f  J u  \ r ' r . 9 f I  q _ 5 9 . / ,  a  L J  v v  l J u > v t  r r v w

WHAT'S ON
ISRTFORDS,{IRE SOT]IH BRATCq

20 Mar  March  Branch Meet inq
The D j .msd.a l -e  Ar rns ,  Fore  St ree t ,  Eer t fo rd .
(McMul len '  s )  Bpm.  Rea l  a1e w i l l  be  ava l l_ -
ab le  in  the  meet ing  room.

2J Mar t 'Fofk and. Real Alet '  A Sunday night folk
evening rr.rn in conjr-rnct ion 'nr i th Hertford_
Fo lk  C lub  a t  The D i rnsC.a le  Arms.  Bpm.  Guests
wi l l  be  The Ca l ico  St r ing  Band.  and f loor
singers are r,rel-come. The evening wil l  be
record-ed  by  Her t fo rd  Rad lo .  An ex tens ion
has been app l ied  fo r .

11 Apr Apr i l  Branch Meet in
T h e  R o b i n  } : o o d . ,  H i g h  S t r e e t ,  P c t t e r s  B a r
( I n d  C o o p e )  B p * .  E x t e n s i o n  a p p l i e d .  f o r .

MRTFORDSHIRE NORTH BRANCH

1 {  M a r  M a r c h  B r a n c h  M e e t i n g

@ o y s t o n  ( w e t h e r e d . ' s ,
Char r ing tonrs  and Courage)  Bpm.

23 Mar  Soc ia l  a - : rd -  Dar ts  Match  (versus  a  pub s ide)
The Sa i l -o r  Boy ,  Walswor th  (Wethered- rs )  Bpm.

2 8  M a r  S o c i a f  a t  T h e  F o x ,  P i r t o n  ( W e t h e r e d f s )  B p m .

1 0  A p r  A p r i f  B r a n c h  M e e t i n g
Tfr? S,-, Hl6h-'rn--Giami-ngton r s) Bpm

18 Apr  Soc ia l  a t  The Brewery  Tap,  Furneux  pe lham
(Raynent ts )  Bpm.  A coach w i l l  run  f rom
Stevenage -  fo r  de ta i l s  con tac t  S teve  Done
Tef :  S tevenage 727960 (even ings) .

/ n  ^  ^ n "dL H- S/-LSS-b)( dJRD-tRS BRANCH

1!  Mar  March  Branch Meet ing
The Coach and Horses ,  Greenyard ,  Wal tham
A b b e y  ( M c M u f l e n ' s )  B p m .

2 0  M a r  V l s i t  t o  M c M u l l e n r s  B r e w e r y  -  2 0  p e o p l e
maximrrm. For further d-etai l-s contact
Isabe l le  Langr idge Te1:  Roydo:n  244I  (home) .

26  Mar  Jo in t  Soc ia l  w i th  South  West  Essex  Branch
at  The Wheatsheaf ,  Lough ion  (Char r ing ton)
Star t ing  Bpm.

27 Apr _FgtE_gg_41.9_' Pr"tJ arranged by South
West  Essex  Branch a t  S t .George 's  Ha11,
WooCford  Avenue (A406) ,  Gants  H i11 .  Seven
rea f  a les .  T icke ts  € ,2  i -nc lud ins  food- .

]flRTFORDSHIRE NORTH BRANCH
Pete r  Le rne r  Te1 :  Wa t ton  a t  S tone  616  (Home) .

Dave Burns Te1:  We1wlm 7BO5 (Home).
HERIS /ESSEXIORpERS BRANCH

P e t e r  F o s t e r  T e l :  B i s h o p ' s  S t o r t f d

The Her t fo rdsh l re -  Newsfe t te r  i s  p roduced.  month ly
h r r  L h e  l l c r t q  Q n r r f h  T f o r - f c ' i o r t h : n d  t l e r l - c / I ' o o o -v r r t  r r v r

B,r rders  b ranches o f  CAMRA.  Fron  nex t  month .  the
Ner , rs le t te r  r^ r i l l  be  ed i ted  by  N ick  Page and Va1
Sandy o f  Her ts  Scuth  Branch.  N ick  i s  cur ren t ly
Press  anr l  Pubf  i -c i t y  Of f i cer  fo r  the  branch wh i le
Vaf is busy trying tc organtze a wonenrs d-arts
team to thrash the pants off the male branch nem-
bers .  I  l rou l -d  l i ke  to  w ish  thern  the  very  bes t  o f
l -uck  as  jo in t  ed i to rs  and urge  you to  make the i r
task  tha t  b i t  eas ie r  by  cont inu ing  to  supp ly  an-
t i c les  an t l  in fo rna t ion ,  Lo  28  In i :e r rnan Road,  S t . -
A lbans .  By  Les  Midd lewcod -  Ed i tc r  o f  ih is  i ssue
( 8 1 a  L i n d e n  W a y ,  S o u t h g a t e ,  L o n d o n ,  N . 1 4  4 N G ) .

42 Home

MEMBERSHIP Newsletter - New Editors
Why l . r t  jo in  an t l  he lp  us  improve the
l o t  c f  B r i t a i n r s  d r l n k e r s .


