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PILE IT HIGH ANID FLOG IT CHEAP
Well, 1994 is upon us and what better tonic to see us through the short Winter days than the prospect of a
Summer holiday. The Chunnel is due to open this year and for the population of Hertfordshire the iontinent
and particularly the channel ports of France will be closer than ever.
The ending of restr ict ions on drink importation, introduced by the EC just over a year ago, has prompted the
upsurge of ful l  scale smuggling of foreign beer into the UK and the repercussions are far reaching. Customs &
Excise guide-l ines al low an individual to bring 110 l i tres of beer into this country as long as i t  is for their own
consumption but in reali ty there is nothing to stop people loading up vans and importing as much as the vehicles
can carrv.

Duty in this country adds 35p to the price of a bott le of beer, while in France only 5p is added which leads to
Brit ish 'shoppers' being able to make substantial savings over and above the cost of the tr ip. Furthermore there is
an obvious ki l l ing to be made by sell ing the beer on after i t  is brought into the UK and such a cl imate quickly
leads to organised crime. One 'wholesaler'  operating out of a fenced off piece of marshland outside a ferry port
claims to have achieved an annual turnover of f14 mil l ion last year.

The Calais chamber of commerce estimated that in the run up to Christmas some 13 mil l ion gallons of beer were
carried into Britain which represents, according to the Brewers' Society, around 10% of the take home market.
Further increases in duty wil l  push this total towards 2Oo/. and the impact is not restr icted to the South-East,
plenty of coaches start off from the North country and Scotland.
Britain's brewers and retai lers are being left with a declining share of the market through no fault of their own
and there is not a lot they can do about it. Fortunately, a cross party group of MP's, led by the Parliamentary Beer
Club chairman Alan Meale, has attempted to bring pressure to bear on Kenneth Clarke to at least do something
about the smuggling. However, since a duty cut is about as l ikely an event as a Hertford snowfall  in August the
message to all pub goers is clear - Keep it British and Keep it Real!

Enjoy a pint at
St. Albans' Oldest Freehouse

Excellent ranqe of reoular ales
and unusu-al guest-beers
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Over 200 GUEST REAL ALES per. year

Fullers; Hook Norton
& G.K.IPA.

These HOUSE BEERS are direct from the Brewerv
(NOT WHOLESALERS)

BEERS SERVED ON GRAVITY & HAND PUMP

HOMEMADE BREAD & FOOD WEEKDAY LUNCHTIMES

20%DISC. ON OFFSALE PINS/FIRzuNS



h[EW TAXATION SYSTEM?
ln addition to the pressure on the price of a pint caused by
high rates of duty compared to our continental neighbours,
t he  Cove rnmen t  a re  abou t  t o  i n t roduce  an  i n f l a t i ona ry
system of rating for pubs, restaurants and hotels. lt wil l mean
that  the success of  Organisat ions such as CAMRA wi l l  be
penal ised and poor ly  supported;  f izzy,  l ights and music
premises wi l l  benef i t .
The new system will see the disappearance of the Uniform
Business Rate and it 's replacement with a tax on the turnover
of  the indiv idual  business.  In  the case of  the Brewery owned
pubs re lat ing to barre lage and for  f ree houses,  restaurants
etc., a percentage of their annual turnover. This is supposed
to reflect their true rental value; no account of a good or bad
landlord is  to  be taken.
What this means in practice is that someone with no contact
w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  b u s i n e s s  m a y  a s s e s s  h o w  b u s y  t h e  p u b
should be and rate i t  accordingly .  Should t rade increase,
then, at the next three yearly review period the rates wil l be
inc reased .  As  ra tes  a re  a  ve ry  impor tan t  and  s ign i f i can t
business cost this must affect the price charged over the bar.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e s  t u r n o v e r  i n
money terms so at the next review period the rates go up
again and the whole th ing causes in f la t ion.
This year  in  the budget  the Chancel lor  t r ied to protect  smal l
businesses f rom rate r ises -  th is  would be impossib le under
the proposed new system.
Pubs can be easi ly  assessed as having a rateable value under
the present  system and could rate in  the normal  way being
assessed  on  the i r  s i t ua t i on  e t c .  Th i s  i s  an  examp le  o f  a
Covernment  tak ing a percentage of  a business in  an area
they st i l l  see as being a l i t t le  gold mine.
I t  wi l l  most  cer ta in ly  threaten some of  the more t radi t ional
o u t l e t s  u n w a n t e d  b y  t h e  " m a j o r s "  a n d  s o l d  o f f  t o
independent  t raders as wel l  as put t ing up the pr ice of  our
a l ready over taxed Br i t ish Pint .

DOWhIYOURWAY
Well there was not much in the way of pub news for this
issue (must be the Christmas break) but here is a rambl ing
collection of items.
New landlords at the White Lion, Harrow and Verulam
Arms all St. Albans, the Sportsman, Hertford, the Townshend
Arms, Hertford Heath, Plume of Feathers, Tewin and the
Harrow at Ware.
On the refurbishment front the Fight ing Cocks, St.  Albans
has now reopened (initial reports favourable) and lnd Coope
are planning to change the old l ibrary bui lding in St.  Albans
into a pub. As a new one opens another closes! the Fox,
B i s h o p s  S t o r t f o r d ,  i s  a w a i t i n g  d e m o l i t i o n  a n d  s i t e
redevelopment.
Hal l  & Woodhouse's Tanglefoot has been on sale at the
Silver Cup, Harpenden and Mauldon's Porter at the Nelson,
Wheathampstead.  The Lower  Red L ion ,  S t .  A lbans ,  can
outshine them al l  though, they sold 308 di f ferent beers in'l 993, can your pub do better?
The landlord at the Saracens Head, Redbourne, is set to quit
af ter two years. In an entertaining art ic le in the St.  Albans
Observer he blames many factors for his problems including
the exorbi tant rent set by the pub's owner lnntrepreneur,
sounds fami l ia r?
The Potters in Potters Bar has installed a fourth handpump
although i t  appears to be sel l ing keg Whitbread Best through
one of them.
Bass have awarded Kent brewer Shepherd Neame a contract
to brew Charr ington's IPA and have renamed their  Highgate
Mild as Highgate Dark. They hope to raise the Mi ld 's prof i le
a n d  m a k e  i t  a v a i l a b l e  a n y w h e r e  t h a t  d e m a n d  e x i s t s .
Lancash i re  b rewer  Moorhouses  has  opened up  a  t rad ing
route  w i th  Russ ia .  A  f i rk in  each o f  Owd A le  and Pend le
Witches Brew were sent to Moscow after a delegat ion of
business men visi ted the plant with a view to start ing their
own orewery.

"Dlcl you know
that every plnt
of Greene Klng
ale contalns
only the

"Mlne cloesn't."

sturdlest hops
and the ffnest
mattbarlevV
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Roy Pearce, The Greyhound, St. lppollitts.

Rsssoth
THE CATERERS CATERER

FREE LOCAL DELIVERIES TO THE
CATERING TRADE

QUALITY MEAT AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
HOME FREEZERS FILLED AT DISCOUNT PRICES

scoTcH BEEF, PORK, WELSH IAMBS,
POULTRY, GAME {including Wild Boar}
LARGE SELECTION HOME MADE SAUSAGES AND

BURGERS, MARINATED BARBEQUE STEAK,
RIBS, CHICKEN ETC.

CHEESE, EGGS, BACON

ESTABTISHED OVER 20 YEARS

TEMPERATURE CONTROLLED BONING ROOM
REFRIGERATED DELIVERIES

MEAT TO PLEASE YOU; PLEASED TO MEET YOU

TEL. ROYSTON 262559
45 WHTTECROFT ROAD, MEIDRETH

TEL. ROYSTON 260065

sEE THE EXPERTS, YOU DOil'T GET
ADVICE FROM A SHETF!!



THE "KING BILL'
Question: Why is it that so many pubs are named after King
W i l l i a m  l V ?

Answer:  He int roduced the guinea L icence which a l lowed
many private houses to be converted into pubs and brew on
t h e  p r e m i s e s .  M c M u l l e n  o f  H e r t f o r d  s t a r t e d  f r o m  t h e
introduction of this statute.

Many of  the pubs inc luding the one in Shenley have been
n i cknamed  the  K ing  B i l l  and  th i s  pa r t i cu la r  booze r  has  a
publ ican named Bi l l  which is  another  coinc idence.

Shenley has four  pubs,  so compet i t ion is  keen and "Pinks
Hotel"  is  only  hal f  a  mi le outs ide the v i l lage.

The "King Bi l l "  has much potent ia l  car  park ing,  garden and
land adjo in ing.  l t  is  surpr is ing therefore that  Whi tbread can' t
see it. Nothing has been done by the way of decoration or
structural upkeep for seven years, the place is a joke and the
customers and the customers use it in soite of the decor.

The redecoration and refurbishment is always going to take
place next  month,  but  l ike February 30th i t  never  comes.

Just before Christmas, due to complaints from the customers
about  draughts f rom the rot ted f ront  windows,  secondary
double g laz ing was f i t ted.  This has been qui te successfu l  but
the polythene secured by masking tape does block out a lot
of  the l ight .

The locals do not sit too close together, not because they do
not  get  on but  because the seat ing has so many holes in  the
upholstery that  in t imacy is  out  of  the quest ion.

The saving grace is  that  the beer is  good,  keep i t  up Bi l l  you
are f ight ing against  the odds.

Steve Bury

WAIFORD'S PUB OF THE YEAR
The Watford & District branch's pub of the year award will
be presented to the Nascot Arms, Stamford Road, Watford
on Mondav 7th March. This is the second time in three vears
that this street corner pub has won the award.

The Ful l  range of Creene king beers are avai lable in this
f r i e n d l y ,  w e l l - r u n  p u b .  O u r  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  B r y a n ,
Brenda, sue and all their bar staff.

MURIELS
HOMEMADE MUSTARDS

181 Bury Green Road
Cheshunt Herts EN7 5AN

Phone 0992-636159

Range of 10 Mustards
Mitd - Medium - Hot including real ale

currently Abbot-specialities to order

No artiJicial colour flavourings
pres ervatives gluten Jree

TRADING STANDARDS
The Government U-turn on forcing pubs to sel l  a ful l  p int  of
b e e r  h a s  p r o m p t e d  a  w a r n i n g  f r o m  c o n s u m e r  c h i e f s  i n
Her t fo rdsh i re  tha t  they  w i l l  be  ex t ra  v ig i lan t  in  ensur ing
people are not short changed.

Bosses  a t  Her t fo rdsh i re  Trad ing  Standards  -  the  count l ,
counc i l  depar tment  wh ich  ensures  consumer  p ro tec t ion  -
have admltted that they are disappointed at Westminster 's
decision not to implement Sect ion 43 of the Weights and
Measures Act ' l  985 which would have forced publ icans not
to count the frothy head of beer: as part of the pint measure.
D i r e c t o r  N i c h o l a s  C u l l  s a i d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  i n v o k e
Sect ion 43 was bad news for consumers.

He said: "We had hoped that the change in law would have
brought about change for the better for beer drinkers. Had it
come in,  by law landlords would not have been able to sel l
pints with froth which, af ter al l ,  is not pure beer.  l t  would
have meant dr inkers were gett ing the true pint they were
paying for."

The plan to br ing in Sect ion 43 had been objected to by
brewers who claimed i t  would add to the cost of  a oint of
beer  i f  they  were  unab le  to  inc lude the  f ro th  in  the  p in t
measure .  But ,  sa id  Mr .  Cu l l ,  th is  p roved tha t  pubs  and
breweries were already making prof i t  out of  the inclusion of
a head on their  oints.

"The claim that i t  would push up pr ices is an admission that
they are saving money by not giv ing a ful l  p int ."

The Covernment,  in reject ing a change in the law, argued
that customers could always ask for a top up if they were
unhappy with their  measure of beer.

Mr. Cul l  said: "Why sl iould they have to? i t  real ly isn' t  that
easy to do, especial ly in a pub you are not famil iar with."

Her t fo rdsh i re  Trad ing  Standards  regu la r ly  v is i t s  l i censed
premises in the county to check that measures are correct
and a whole range of legal requirements are being met. This
ranges from ensuring pr ice l ists are displayed to ensuring
Opt ics  a re  g iv ing  cor rec t  measure .  P in ts  served in  pubs
would get extra scrut iny from now on, said Mr. Cul l .

He said: "We have to accept the Covernment's decision but
we wi l l  not accept our consumers being short  changed in
any way. Brewers' guide-lines make it clear that if a pint is
pul led and the quant i ty is one f luid ounce or f ive percent
shor t  then i t  cou ld  resu l t  in  a  p rosecut ion .  We wi l l  be
looking closely at what the people in Hertfordshire are being
served and act accordingly."

Chris Lawrence
Herts. Trading Standards Public Relations Officer.

Over 80 Belgian bottlecl beers in stock

Free delivery within 40 mile raclius

Tracle enquiries welcome

For a full list
Telephone or

write to:

The
BETGIAN

BEER
SEILER



BRANCH DIARY
HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
Wednesday February 2 Fullers trip.
Tuesday 15 February, 8.00pm, Branch meeting, Oak Tree,
Harpenden.
T u e s d a y  2 2  F e b r u a r y ,  B . 3 0 p m ,  s o c i a l  w i t h  S o u t h
Bedfordshire branch at the Gibraltar Castle, Harpenden.
Saturday 26 Febr0ary, Trip to Bedfordshire. Visit pub and
brewery at Turvey, 3 Fishes then 3 Cranes then White Hart,
Shefford (Brewery Tap), onto Stotfold. Finish at Lower Red
Lion, St.  Albans by 5.00pm.
Tuesday 15 March, 8.00pm, Branch meeting, Woodman,
w i l d h i l l .
T u e s d a y  2 2  M a r c h ,  M c M u l l e n s  t r i p ,  d e t a i l s  a t  b r a n c h
meeting.
C o n t a c t :  B o b  N o r r i s h ;  0 5 8 2  7 6 3 1 3 3  x 2 5 5 4 ( w )  0 5 8 2
769923(h)

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
Contact: Paul Coard 0462 437249

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Wednesday 2 February, B.30pm, soc.ial at Rickmansworth
Sports Club (bottom of Scots Hill).
Tuesday 8 February, B.30pm, social  at  Brookdene Arms,
Green Lane, Oxhey. 9.45pm Happy Hour,  Eastbury Rd.
Oxhey.
Wednesday 16 February, t r ip to King &
phone contact for details.
Wednesday 23 February, B.30pm, social

Barnes brewery,

at the Sportsman,
Croxley Creen.
Wednesday 2 March, B.30pm Royal Oak, 9.15pm Load of
Hay (both at Watford Heath), 10.00pm Villiers Arms, Oxhey.
Monday 7 March, B.30pm, Watford and District Branch Pub
of the Year award to the Nascot Arms, Watford.
W e d n e s d a y  1 6  M a r c h ,  B . 3 O p m ,  B r a n c h  A G M  a t  t h e
Eastcourt Tavern, Watford.
Wednesday 23  March ,  Wat fo rd  c rawl ,  8 .30pm Brank ,
9.15pm Southern Cross, 10.00pm Nascot Arms.
Tuesday 29 March, Rickmansworth crawl, B.30pm Feathers,
9.15pm Coach and Horses, 10.00pm Fox and Hounds.
Contact:  Michael Birch 0923 773913

HERTS.ESSEX BORDERS
C o n t a c t s :  B r e n d a n  S o t h c o t t ,  S o c r a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  0 2 7 9
429389(h) or Derek Wisdom, Chairman, 0279 414200(h).

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH
Contact:  Chris Pont in 0494 78624(w),0494 775409(h).

ALL HERTS LIAISON MEETINC
Friday 21 lanuary, Royal Oak, Chipperfield. Fat lot of good
putting it in this newsletter. Well organised boys and what's
i t  doing on Friday?

HOW MANY BEERS?
In response to the Lower Red Lions claim the TILBURY at
Datchworth has sold 580 different beers from 194 breweries
in 21 /z vears.

F u r t h e r m o r e  d u r i n g  F e b r u a r y  w e e k d a y  l u n c h t i m e s  t h e
Tilbury's head cellarman is to select beers for sale at f 1 per
pint so watch his blackboard

The Greyhound €ree House)
St" Ippollitts Nr. Hitchin TeL O462 440989

St. Ippollitts Nol Freehouse for
REALALE & REAL FOOD EVERY DAY

Dining Room - Bar Snacks
Handcarved Roast Beef Sunday Lunch S5.95

Boddingtons Mild & Bitter,
Morlands Old Speckled Hen - Plus Guest Beer

Traditional music sessions. Feb 23, Mar 23,Apr 20

BLOWING OURTRUMPET
C A M R A ' s  m e m b e r s h i p  n o w  s t a n d s  a t  o v e r  4 1 , 0 0 0
individuals -  14% up on this t ime last year.  The total  has
doubled in f ive years and is now higher than at any t ime in
the Campaign's history.

The organisat ion rel ies ent irely on i t 's members and their
fundraising for it 's cash: it is not funded by brewers, pubs or
the Government.

T h e  g r o w i n g  n u m b e r s  t h a t  j o i n  s h o w  t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e
concerned about the future of regional brewers, pint prices,
beer duty and the future of the Bri t ish pub.

Datehworth
(formerly Inn on the Green)

Large selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Horne made food available eaery
Lunehtim,e & Euening

Opening Times:
11.00 - 3.00 5.00 - 11.00 Mon - Fri
11.00 - 3.00 6.00 - 11.00 Saturday
L2.00 - 3.00 7.00 - 10.30 Sunday

Brewery Tlip s org anised periodically.
Coming next - Cheriton Brewery

- phone lan MiIIer for details

Almost Liue Music some of the time

Telephone: 0438 -812496
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