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CHILDREN TO BE CERTIFIED

The government is planning to introduce legislation that will allow licensees to apply for a ‘children’s
certificate’ allowing under-14s into their pubs. Thankfully, the proposal isn’t a wide open edict to allow all pubs
to be infested with little brats running riot, there is a minimum requirement that the pub must sell food and soft
drinks as well as alcohol, and that the children must be accompanied by an aduilt.

Normally the certificate would operate until 9.00pm, but licensing justices will have have the power to restrict
the days and hours, and the areas of the pub, to which the certificate will apply. It is currently envisaged that the
justfces would also have the power to impose other restrictions. In Scotland," where a similar scheme has been
running for some time, some licensing authorities have only issued the certificate on the condition that nappy
changing facilities were introduced in both the ladies and gents toilets, and that child-height urinals were
installed. This has been seen as a deliberate attempt to frustrate the introduction of certificates by making them
too expensive and inconvenient to implement, and lobbying is already underway to try and ensure that the
system adopted to England is both practical and workable.

Overall, CAMRA is in favour of the proposal, recognising the «rratlonallty of the present law, and its erratic
enforcement We also agree with the argument that children are less likely to abuse alcohol if they are introduced
to drinking in a controlled environment under the supervision of their parents and that this will help promote
sensible drinking in later life. As it stands, the proposals should not turn every bar into a McDonald’s with
handpumps. Apart from anything else, there are too many landlords who want to keep their pubs child free, and
some breweries and pub chains have already recognised that many of their pubs would not be suitable.
However, the proposal will allow publicans in tourist areas in particular to provide the sort of facilities that will
allow families to enter a pub rather than banning them at the entrance because the children are underage.
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PUB NEWS

The Beehive, Hare Street, is now regularly selling Harvey’s
beers and the Thatched House, Weston, now has
McMullens Country Bitter and Bass accompanying its AK.
The Horse and Groom, Levens Green, has closed and is
now a private house and the Bay Horse, Old Hall Green,
has been renamed Ye Old College Tavern.

Fremlins Tusker is now regularly available at the Greyhound,
St Ippollits, the Prince Henry, Great Offley, is selling Youngs
Bitter, and the Boot, Kimpton has reinstalled Tolly Cobbold
Mild.

The Crown, Aston End, which closed in 1984, has reopened
as a bistro/restaurant/free house and is selling Greene King
IPA.

The Roebuck, Stevenage, now has Ruddles Best and County
available alongside the Bass and the Bushel & Strike,
Ashwell, has increased its range to Wells Eagle and
Bombadier plus up to three guest beers.

The Bulls Head, Baldock, is soon to have handpumps
reinstalled as is the Black Squirrel, Letchworth. The Kings
Arms, Hitchin, is now a freehouse.

The Chequers, Woolmer Green, has a new landlord, as has
the Fox, Aspenden, the Chequers, Buntingford, and the
Three Tuns, Great Hormead.

The Tilbury at Datchworth has sold 600 beers from 200
different breweries in 2'/2 years, and now also sells Westons
Cider on handpump, see advert for update.

The Wellington, Watford, continues to offer some interesting
guest beers, Woodfordes Norfolk Nog and Exmoor Gold
recently being available alongside London Pride, Adnams
Bitter and Tetleys.

Blakes, Watford, have a new management couple, Mark and
Tracy, and reports are that the beer quality has improved.
Over 95 different beers are claimed to have been sold over
the last 9 months.

The Pennant, Watford, will continue to sell Royal Oak as a
guest beer until the summer, but the second guest will vary
on a regular basis.

A warm welcome to Paul & Nina who have taken over the
Green Dragon, London Colney. The range of beers at
present is Walkers Bitter, Marstons Pedigree & Tetleys Bitter.

MAIL ORDER BELGIAN BEER

e Over 80 Belgian bottled beers in stock
® free delivery within 40 mile radius

¢ Trade enquiries welcome

For a full list
Telephone or

write to:
The s\;a':;?;f"c'?
r ose
BELGIAN Stevenage,
BEER Herts SG2 9TN
Telephone:
SELLER 0438 354239

APOLOGIES

In the October/November edition of this newsletter it was
reported that the Roundbush, Aldenham was to be deleted
from the Good Beer Guide. This was incorrect and their
entry for 1994 was endorsed at the South Herts AGM in
January 1994. We apologise for any bad publicity this error
may have caused and hope that we can continue the good
relationship that the Branch had with the new Licensees.
Tetley Bitter has been added to extend the range of beers at
the pub and guest beers will be available after refurbishment
in March.

In the last edition it was reported that the Potters at Potters
Bar was selling keg Whitbread Best Bitter through one of its
handpumps. CAMRA has since been assured by the
management that Whitbread Best Bitter has never been sold
on handpump and if it is, it will be served in cask
conditioned form. We wish to apologise for this error and for
any distress it has caused. The Potters is currently selling
Castle Eden Ale, Pompey Royal, Boddingtons Bitter and
Fremlins on handpump.

WHITBREAD SELL OFF

Following the absorption of Whitbread Investments by the
Whitbread parent group, they have flogged off shares in 8
breweries and pub chains partly in order to reduce their
holdings below the government specified maximum of 15%.
Their entire 20% stake of the Boddingtons Pub Company
was sold along with their holdings in Greene King (10%),
Marstons (21%), Morland (11%), Vaux (7%) and Greenalls
(3%). They also reduced their holding in Brakspears to just
below 15% and in Fullers from 18% to 8%. They continue
to hold stakes in Joseph Holts, Hardy & Hansons, and Gales.

Although Morlands are happy that their shares went to a
number of small investors helping to protect them from
future take over bids by Greene King, some city analysts
were reported as predicting that both Marstons and the
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Boddingtons pub company might now finld themselves
vulnerable.

The sales are estimated to have netted Whitbread £225
million, and lead to further speculation that the giant was on
the acquisition trail.

FREE ENTRY TO GBBF!

CAMRA's Great British Beer Festival (GBBF) will be held at
Olympia, London, between the 2nd and 6th of August, and
the Newsletter is offering you the chance to win a season
ticket to the event entitling you to FREE entry to ALL
sessions.

Opening times are Tuesday to Friday: 5.00pm to 10.30pm;
Wednesday to Friday: 11.30am to 3.00pm, and Saturday
10.30am to 10.00pm, and admission is £1.00 at lunchtime;
£3.00 Tuesday to Thursday evening and any time on
Saturday; £3.50 on Friday evening. There is a discount to
card-carrying CAMRA members each session. Doors close
1/2 hour before the advertised ciosing time.

Nearly 500 different real ales, ciders, perries and imported
beers will be available, there will be seating for over 1,000
people, a family room, festival games, craft stands, hot and
cold food, and live music and a breweriana auction each
session.

To enter the competition, send your answers to the following
three questions about the 1993 GBBF, together with your
name and address, to: Bill Austin, 21 Sussex Road, Watford,
WD?2 SHL. The senders of the first three correct entries
opened on the Tst June 1994 will each receive a GBBF
season ticket

1. The attendance at the 1993 GBBF was:
a) 370 b) 3,700 c) 37,000

2. The number of different real ales sold was:
a) 31 b) 310 c) 3,100

3. The total number of pints drunk was:
a) 1,850 b) 18,500 ¢) 185,000

MACS RESERVE & OTHER
BEERS

The first McMullens Special Reserve beers for 1994 was
launched at the end of February. It was named JM Premium
Bitter in honour of John McMullen, the Company Chairman,
who has retired after 40 years in the business. The beer has a
strength of 5% abv, and is described by Macs as being full of
flavour and delightfully smooth. It is expected to be
available at around 90 selected Macs pubs and free trade
outlets until the end of April.

Whitbread are to ‘permanently’ reintroduce the Castle Eden
brewed Porter. The beer was highly rated during its brief
appearance as part of Whitbread’s 250th anniversary
celebrations.

Belhaven, the Scottish brewers, have undergone a £36
million management buy out from Ascot Holdings (better
known as Control Securities).

Grolsch, the owners of Ruddles, have sold off their German
brewing operation having failed to make a significant impact
on the German market. Although the Reinheitsgebot purity
laws no longer apply (according to the European Union),
Germans are still loth to drink ‘impure’ foreign beer.

JACKSON ONCE BEHIND BARS

No not Michael, Glenda, famed actress and Labour MP for
Hampstead. When speaking in favour of full measures at a
Commons Committee she revealed she once worked as a
barmaid. However, the committee’s Tory majority followed
the brewers line and it now seems certain that legally 19fl oz
of beer will now be a pint. Next stop the 19 fl oz pint of milk
‘cos the cream froths on filling?

é MURIELS =
HOMEMADE MUSTARDS
M. Wallis

181 Bury Green Road
Chushunt Herts EN7 5SAH
Phone 0992-636159

Range of 11 Mustards
Mild — Medium — Hot including real ale
currently Abbot-specialities to order

No artificial colour flavourings
preservatives gluten free /

The Lordship Arms

(formerly The Cricketers)
Benington Nr Stevenage.

Recently refurbished — now a freebouse
Real Ales, Real Food, Real Fires

Mac’s A.K., Fullers London Pride, Youngs Special
+ 4 changing guest beers

Telephone 0438-869665

Now available — 1994 Real Beer in Hertfordshire.

Price £3.30 (incl. P&P) payable to CAMRA Herts
Campaigning Fund. Available from Eric Sim, 10 Heron
Way, Hatfield, Herts AL10 8QL.

7 Russells

THE CATERERS CATERER
(

TEMPERATURE CONTROLLED DELIVERY VAND
NOW IN YOUR AREA

SPECIALIST IN SCOTCH STEAKS -
PORTION CONTROLLED & VACUUM
SEALED INDIVIDUALLY TO YOUR
REQUIREMENTS (3 week fresh shelf life)

SIRLOINS 395perlb  RUMPS 295 perlb
FILLETS 550 perlb  T-BONES 3.50 per Ib
TOPSIDE 2.25perlb  MINCE 95VL 1.25 per Ib
DICED BEEF 1.89perlb  SANDWICH STEAKS 2.88 per b
CARVERY RIBS 1.89perlb  DUCKFILLETS 3.75 per Ib
PORK FILLET 250 perlb ~ GAMMON STEAKS  1.69 per Ib
FRENCH TRIMMED BEST ENDS 2.50 per Ib
CHICKEN SUPREMES el from 88p each
AND MUCH MUCH MORE!
TEL. ROYSTON 262559
45 WHITECROFT ROAD, MELDRETH
k TEL. ROYSTON 260065 J

SEE THE EXPERTS, YOU DON'T GET
ADVICE FROM A SHELF!!
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BRANCH DIARY

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH

Tuesday 12 April, Branch Meeting, Baron of Beef, Mill
Street, Welwyn, 8pm.

Tuesday 10 May, Branch Meeting, Garibaldi, Albert Street, St
Albans, 8pm.

Tuesday 24 May, Social with North Herts, Tilbury,
Datchworth, 8pm.
Contact: Bob Norrish;
769923(h)

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH

Wednesday 6 April, 8.30pm, Branch Meeting at the
Lordship Arms, Bennington. '
Wednesday 20 April, 8.30pm, countryside crawl, starting at
the King William IV, Mangrove Green, then via the White
Horse, Tea Green, and Fox, Darley Hall to Red Lion,
Breachwood Green.

Wednesday 4 May, 8.30pm, countryside crawl, starting at
the Fox, Aspenden, then via the Sword In Hand, Westmill
and Plough, Great Munden to the Rest & Welcome,
Haultwick.

Wednesday 18 May, 8.30pm, Aston crawl, starting at the
Crown, Aston End, then via the Rose & Crown, Pig &
Whistle and Greenkeeper to Chequers, Bragbury End.
Wednesday 1 June, 8.30pm, Branch Meeting at the Fox,
Pirton (to be confirmed).

Contact: Paul Coard 0462 437249

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH

Wednesday 6 April, Bushey crawl: Queens Arms 8.30pm,
King Stag, 9.15pm, Swan, 9.45pm.

Wednesday 13 April, social at the Compasses, Abbots
Langley, 8.30pm.

Tuesday 19 April, Watford crawl: Golden Lion 8.30pm,
Blakes, 9.15pm, Wellington, 10.00pm.

Wednesday 27 April, Beer Tasting competition, West Herts
Sports Club, 8.30pm.

Wednesday 4 May, Social at the Plough, Belsize, 8.30pm.
Tuesday 10 May, Land of Liberty, Heronsgate 8.30pm, Stag,
the Swillet, 9.15pm.

Monday 16 May, trip to Harveys Brewery — to be confirmed.
Tuesday 24 May, Social at the Pennant, Watford, 8.30pm,
Ansells Mild should be available. (Note change of date).
Contact: Michael Birch 0923 773913

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS

Monday 11 April, Branch Meeting, Crown, Much Hadham,
8.30pm.

Tuesday 19 April, visit to Tring Brewery, details at Branch
Meeting.

Friday 29 April to Sunday 1 May, Ongar Festival of Real Ale,
Budworth Hall, Chipping Ongar.

Thursday 5 May, Open Evening, Free Pint to new members,
Forest Gate, Epping, 8.00pm.

Monday 16 May, Branch Meeting, JD Wetherspoon’s,
Loughton, 8.30pm.

Contact: Graham Darby 0279 415895(h) or Derek Wisdom,
0279 414200(h).

ALL HERTS LIAISON MEETING
April In Herts/Essex area — details to be confirmed.

EAST ANGLIA REGIONAL MEETING
21 May in Cambridge.

0582 763133 x2554(w) 0582

The Greyhound (Free House)
St. Ippollitts Nr. Hitchin  Tel: 0462 440989
St. Ippollitts Nol Freehouse for
REAL ALE & REAL FOOD EVERY DAY

Dining Room - Bar Snacks
Handcarved Roast Beef Sunday Lunch £5.95

Boddingtons Mild & Bitter,
Morlands Old Speckled Hen - Plus Guest Beer

Traditional music sessions. Apr 20, May 18, June 22

LETCHWORTH MORRIS MEN

The Morris Ring, an association of 250 Morris Clubs, is
celebrating its 60th anniversary this year. Amongst the
celebrations will be a weekend of dance on 25th and 26th
June.

On the Saturday there will be massed dancing in Letchworth
town centre, followed by dancing at various North Herts
locations. On Sunday the dancing will be concentrated
around Datchworth village green.

Further details from Theo Thomas 0582 882831.

TILBURY

Inn off the Gre

Datchworth

(formerly Inn on the Green)

Hertfordshire’s leading purveyor of
Real Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 650 ales from over 210 brewers

Home made food available every
Lunchtime & Evening

Opening Times:
11.00 - 3.00 5.00 - 11.00 Mon - Fri
11.00 - 3.00 6.00 — 11.00 Saturday
12.00 - 3.00 7.00 —10.30 Sunday

Almost Live Music some of the time

Telephone: 0438-812496

Fund

COPY DATE for June/Julyy 1994 Edition: 1st May 1994.

ﬁhe Hertfordshire Newsletter is produced by the Hertfordshire North, Hertfordshire South, Watford & District, Herts-Essex Borders am
Mid-Chilterns branches of the Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor, CAMRA Ltd or
its Branches. Any articles or letters for publication should preferably be typewritten and double-spaced; handwritten items should also
be well spaced and as legible as possible please. Send to: Eric Sim, 10 Heron Way, Hatfield, Herts, AL10 8QL.

Subscriptions: £3.50 for 12 issues. Send to: 10 Heron Way, Hatfield, Herts. AL10 8QL. Cheques payable: CAMRA Herts Campaigning

Advertising: £10 per 2.5cm column. Artwork can be made up at extra cost. Contact Eric Sim = 0707 260647 for details.

\Composed by Swallowfield Associates on Macintosh DTP Quark Xpress Telephone 0707 390289.
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