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OFT PROBES PRICES
Following a large number of complaints from tied tenants and lessees, the Office of Fair Trading (OFT) has

launchejan in"vestigation into b'eer prices. The complaints, mainly from Inntrepreneur lessees tunning

what were formerly"Grand Metropolitan and Couragb pubs, concern high rents and the. high wholesale
p.ices ior beer chaiged by their brlwery landlords at-ihd same time as the brewery were dumping beer on

the market, offeringlarge'discounts to free trade outlets.

The complaints have already led to the OFT tel l ing Courage that their pol icy.on guest beers contravened the

Supply  of  Beer  Orders t  g t jg  and has led to  Courage amending the i r  po l icy .  Prev ious l ,y ,  Courage were

;i lg;" iJ io be offering discounts i f  the landlord took a'guest beer' supplied by 9o_ulq8g, b_ut removing the

disJount i f  the guest"b""r was obtained from elsewhere. The director general of OFI Sir Bryan Carlsberg,
has said that nJfurther action would be taken against Courage now that the discounts no longer depended

on the source of the beers. He was, however, ready to investigate any transgressions by any other breweries.

ir"tt  independent brewers were delighted with the news, and are hoping to win back accounts that they

reckon to have lost due to the discounting policy.

The OFT's investigation into prices fol low examples of rents increasing.fourfold over the last couple of years,

while r ival free t iade outlets were gett ing discounts of up to IB0 a barrel. The information gathered wil l

inclucle the discounts offered to eaih cultomer, how the rate was decided, and more importantly, who is

benefit ing and losing from differential pricing and the affect i t  has on the price of a pint. From this the OFT

wi l l  dec i le  whethei  any act ion is  requi red ' to  ensure compet i t ion and choice develop as ef fect ive ly  as
possib le ' .
CAMRA and trade groups have basical ly welcomed the inquiry, while the brewers have complained about
, f u r the r  need less  r i edd l i ng ' i n  t he  i ndus t r y .  Pe rhaps  the  bes t  summi lg  up  comes  f rom. the  L i censed

Victuallers Trade Associatio"n director who was quoted as saying that i f  al l  brewers treated their tenants in

the same way as gooh of the family brewers, then the inquiry would probably not be taking place. Amen.

THE WHITE HORSE
CASTLE ST. HERTFORD

WE NOW HAVE OUR OWN BREWERY PRODUCING:

UNICORN ALE' 4.1o/"
LIGHT BRIGADE:3.6%

(AS SERVED IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS BARS!!)

LONDON PRIDE & HOOK NORTON
AND EVER CHANGING SELECTION OF REAL ALES

FUNCTION/PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE
UPSTAIRS SMOKE FREE ROOMS PLUS BAR

POLYPINS AND FIRKINS FROM T1 PINT FOR PARTIES
TEL 01 992 501 950

Enjoy a pint at
St. Albans' Oldest Freehouse

TLofttr l&e[ TLnn
Fishpool Street

Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual guest beers



NEW BEERS
Creene  K ing  have  i n t roduced  a  new seasona l  bee r ,  The
Sorcerer .  A 4.5% abv b i t ter ,  the brewer has descr ibed i t  as
h a v i n g ' a  f r u i t y ,  f r e s h  a n d  t a n g y  f l a v o u r ' .  M e a n w h i l e ,
Cou rage  have  i n t roduced  a  new bee r ,  T rumans  lPA ,  t o
compete against  Creene King lPA,  in  East  Angl ia .  The beer is
b e i n g  b r e w e d  a t  t h e  W e b s t e r s  B r e w e r y  i n  H a l i f a x ,  i s  a
3 .5ohabv  bee r  and  i s  l i ab le  t o  se l l  a t  abou t  f 1 .20  a  p in t .
F u l l e r s  h a v e  a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  a n  I P A  ( 4 . 8 ' % a b v )  a s  t h e i r
seasonal  beer ,  as have Tol ly  Cobbold.  Cobbolc l 's  IPA has a
strength of  4.2" / "abv and is  descr ibed as having a l ight  golc len
colour  apparent ly  designed to at t ract  young lager  c l r inkers.
McMul lens new seasonal  beer  is  Oatmeal  Stout .  A 5 ' luabv,
'rosewood coloured' beer, made from malted oatmeal ancj
pa le  and  c rys ta l  ma l t s .  Fo r  t hose  o f  you  heac i  i ng  up  to
Blackpool  for  a quick break,  t ry  v is i t ing the Sacjd le Inn where
you  m igh t  f i nd  Ca t te ra l l  &  Swarb r i ck ' s  XL  B i t t e r  ava i l ab le .
The beer has been brewed at  Bass 's  micro brewery at  the
Bass  museum in  Bu r ton  to  t he  o r i g i na l  r ec ipe .  Ca t te ra l l  &
Swarbr ick 's  were taken over  in  1961 by Northern Brewer ies,
which la ter  become par t  of  the Bass group.

ALLIED IA)GS MANAGERS
Al l ied Domecq's local  reta i l ing company,  IncJ Coope Reta i l ,
has upset  thei r  manag,ers,  not  to  ment ion thei r  custonterrs,  by
whacking up pr ices in  thei r  managecl  houses.  Slanciarc l  b i t ters
such as Benskins and Tet leys go up 4p a p int ,  whi le  s t rong,er
beers such as Burton and guest  beers f rom other  brewer ies
such as Marstons Pedigree increase by 6p a p int .  Civen the
brewery's arguments when trying to pe--rsr-rarle Kenneth (.lark

to reduce duty,  these large increases c lo seem somewhat
hypocr i t ica l .

HOMEAND AWAY
C A M R A  b r a n c h e s  a l l  o v e r  B r i t a i n  h a v e  j u s t  c o n r p l e t e c l
su rvey ing  pubs  fo r  i nc lus ion  i n  t he  

- l 996  
Cood  Bee r  Cu i c l e .

Everybody has thei r  favour i te  water ing holes local ly ,  but  whert
abou t  f u r t he r  a f i e l d?  My  recen t  j aun ts  up  and  c lown  the
country fo l lowing my chosen footbal l  team have leacJ me tcr
some  pubs  f rom the  1995  ed i t i on .  The  B runsw ick  I nn  i n
Derby must  come high on the l is t .  Not  only  do they brew
thei r  own,  but  th is  very spacious pub near the ra i lway stat ion
also features a dozen or  so unusual  guest  beers and decent
l unch  t ime  food .  An  honou rab le  men t i on  mus t  go  to  The
Mechanics in  Burnley (which is  actual ly  in  an Ar ts  Centre)
w h e r e  b o t h  l o c a l  a n c l  n o t  s o  l o c a l  b r e w s  c a n  b e  f o u n d
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  l a r g , e  l u n c h e s .  T h e  G r e a t  W e s t e r n  i n
Wolverhampton of fers Holc len 's  beers wi th the customary
creamy head (which masks some of  the f lavour  especia l ly  of
the Ml lc l i .  l t  gets very busy on match days when the staf f  are
overworkecl .  The foocl  arr ives quicker  than you might  expect
but  be preparecl  for  a lengthy wai t  for  the beer ancl  ask for  a
top up at  your  per i l l  The Round Table in  London (near to
Leicester  Square)  is  a lw,ays worth a v is i t  as is  Fel lows,  Morton
& Clayton in  Not t ingham. The most  d isappoint ing has got  to
be The Bristol Brewhouse whose house beers tastecl tart clue
to Smi les '  supply ing thei r  s tout  yeast  for  the b i t ter l  l f  you have
vis i ted any pubs in  the guide and you would l ike to pass on
any comments,  wr i te  to the edi tor .  l f  on ly  my footbal l  team
were as good as the pubs!

Nene Valley Brewery
Legendary Ales

Traditionally brcwed, cask conditioned real
ales fbr the disceining drinker

Doesynlrr  local  havc some' l
Uni t  l .  \ l i d ianc l  [ ]us i r rcss  ( ' cn1rc .  N l id land Ro lc l .  I l i ghanr  Fcr re rs .
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"Dicl you know
that every pint
of Creene King
ale contains
only the
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THE LORDSHIP ARMS
Tut INtrr IN THe Srtc'rs

Benington Nr Stevenage.
fbnnerly The Cricketers

REAL ALE OASIS fbr  the DISCERNING
DRINKER

Youngs Special, Fr-r l lers ESB
plus Guest Beers & Tradit ional Cider

WE ARtr  NOT A HOME BREW PUB

Homemade Bar Food served Daily
Two Course Sr-rnday Roast.€5.50

Telephone 0 I 438-869665

studlest hops
ancl the flnest



TOCAL NEWS
Reopenings
A f t e r  l a y i n g  c l e r e l i c t  f o r  5  y e a r s  t h e  B a r l e y  M o w ,
Tyt tenhanger is  to  re-open at  the end of  Apr i l  as an unt ied
free house.  The pub is  to be run by Kat ie Coyle and George
Thompson.  They are expected to s tar t  wi th 6 real  a les and
hope to br ing the pub back to i ts  former g lory of  the la te ZO's

a r - r c l  ea r l y  B0 ' s .  We  hope  they  succeed  as  t he  pub  was

alrvays a favour i te  of  the CAMRA South Herts  branch.

The Cock at  Sarrat t  is  expected to have reopened by the t ime

vou reacl  th is .  Some internal  work has been carr ied out ,  but
i t  is  not  current ly  known how drast ic  i t  has been.  And for
London commuters in to Euston,  Rai ls  outs ide the stat ion by

the bus stat ion has reopenecl  as par t  of  a chain set  up by
Tony  B rookes  who  used  to  own  the  Legenda ry  Yo rksh i re
H e r o e s  w h o l e s a l e r s .  5  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  4  g u e s t  r e a l  a l e s
( m a i n l y  f r o m  s m a l l  i n c l e p e n d e n t s  a n c l  a  r e a l  c i d e r  a r e
ava i l a rb le .

Refurbishments
Latest  refurb ishmer-r ts  in  Stevenag,e are the Yorkshi re Grey

anc l  t he  Tw in  Foxes ,  t he  l a t t e r  hav ing  been  renamed  the

Tw in  Foxes  Bee r  Eng ine  ancJ  i s  adve r t i s i ng  an  i nc reased
r; rnge of  real  a les.

A possib le subject  of  refurb ishment  is  the Rose & Crown at

K ings  Lang ley  whe re  many  o f  t he  pub ' s  use r5  a re  up  i n  a rms
.rbor- r t  the prospect  of  turn ing i t  in to a 's teak house' .

A  sep . l r a te r  roo r . r ' r  i s  be ing  ac l t l e t l  t o  t he  rea r  o f  t he  O ld
Gu inea ,  R i c l ge .  l h i s  w i l l  g i ve  access  to  t he  Sa rc len  anc l  w i l l
l te  oe.r fect  for  farr i lv  room as i t  c loes not  have a bar .  Darts
are being re- in t roc lucecl  in  a space macle by opening up the
f i r cp lace .  N i cc  t o  see  n< :w  fac i l i t i es  be ing  p rov i c l ed  i n  t hese
a L r  s t e r e  t i n r e s  f o r  t h e  l i c ' c n s e c l  t r a c l e .  C h a r r i n g t o n s  l P A ,
F lou 'e . r s  IPA  anc l  Bu r ton  A le '  a re  ava i l ab le .

L o o k  o u t  f o r  f r - r r t h e r  i : h r i n g e s  a s  I n d  C o o p e  R e t a i l  a r e

re.por ter l ly  spencl ing I25nr i l l ion on 1 00 c ieveloprnents.

New Outlets
Fol lowing,  the recernt  convers ion of  the Hen and Chickens,
\ , / e  a r€ r  p leasec l  t o  announce  tha t  a l l  t he  pubs  i n  Ba l c l ock
now se l l  r ea l  a l e .

Pub Changes
The  l a tes t  r umoLr  r s  conce rn ing  the  Bank  i n  Wa t fo rd  H igh

Street  is  that  i t  is  not  to  be turnecl  in to a Fi rk in pub,  rather  i t
i s  t o  becomc  a  ' sc ru f f y  Murphy ' s '  pa r t  o f  an  expand ing
cha in  o f  pubs  w i th  a  c l i s t i nc t l y  l r i sh  f l avou r .

Beer Changes
The  Canre lo t  l nns  pub  g roup ,  whose  houses  i nc lude  the  Red
Lion at  Woolme'r  Creen,  are current ly  s tock ing a house beer
c a l l e . c l  ' C a n r e l o t  U i t t e r ' ,  w h i c h  i s  a l l e g e d l y  p r o d u c e d  b y
Br, r r ton Br ic lge Brewery.

There has been a welcome widening of  the range of  guest

beers appear ing ; r t  the Estcour t  Arms,  Watford:  Aclnams Old,
R i c l l eys  ESX anc l  B ra ins  SA  have  been  ava i l ab le .

The  S tag ,  S t  A lbans  Road ,  Wa t fo rd  has  been  adve r t i s i ng
Twe lve  Bo re  B i t t e r  ( b rewec l  by  K ing  &  Ba rnes )  a t  f  1 .10  a
o i n t .

Don' t  expect  too many changes at  the Wetherspoon chain of
p u b s ,  t h e  c o n r p a n y  h a s  r e n e g o t i a t e d  f i v e  y e a r  s u p p l y
agreements wi th Scot t ish & Newcast le and Courage.

Landlord Changes

Recen t  l i censee  chanses  i nc luc ie  t hose  a t  t he  New Found

Out,  Hi tch in,  the Three Horseshoes,  Wi l l ian,  the New lnn,
Holwel l ,  the Pig & Whist le ,  Aston,  the Waggon & Horses,
Watton at Stone, the Plume of Feathers, lckleford, ancl the
Almond Tree, Stevenage.

F o l l o w i n g  a l l  t h e  f u n  o v e r  p l a n n i n g ,  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e
Abbey Tavern,  i t 's  in terest ing to note that  Ind Coope Reta i l
have been adver t is ing the pub on a three year  le . ise.

Staff News
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  A n g , e l a  M a c l e a n  o f  t h e  B l a c k  H o r s e ,
Chor leywood ,  on  reach ing ,  t he  f i na l  o f  t he  Pub l i can ' s  Ba r
Person of  the Year awarc l .

Cong ra tu la t i ons  a l so  t o  M ike  l o r i es  o f  t he  Ma iden ' s  Head ,
Whi twel l ,  who I ' ras won McMr-r i len 's  tenanteci  houses master
ce l l a rman  coml re t i t i on  f o r  t he r  t h i r c l  yea r  runn ing .

Cider News
Bulnrers have int roc l r - rcecl  Svtrot tc ls  Olc l  l - lazr . ' ,  a  real  vers ion
o f  Sc rumpy  Jack ' s .

A Bass c l is t r ic t  m( lnaecr  in  South East  Essex has orc lerec i  that
a l l  t h e  f a k e  h a n t l p u r . t ' r p s  u s e c l  t o  s e l l  t h e  k e g  T a u n i o n
Cic iermaster  be.  rerp lacecl  by keg taps.  Other  managers p lease

note.

THEWOO
CHAPMORE END

Our motto is Qual i ty not Quanti ty

Greene King Ales direct from the cask

Come and visi t  one of the few
tradit ional pubs in Herts

01920 463143

OUANTITY OUATITY
ORIGINAL BEEF JERKY PEPPERED BEEF JERKY

lSifJiS 
SALTED 

otrl'ltPA/qt 
B.MBAY Mrx

.AJUN 
7 Hor BoMBAY

I.|; *, J,D,'s"e,.^,Bii*.r;
88iSIE'''8ALTED 

rea L ss} MrxED -1T$il3
ROASTED SALTED ALMONDS

ROASTED SALTED
PISTACHIOS

GARLIC STICKS

SPICY GARLIC STICKS

FREE DELIVERY -
NO MINIMUM ORDER

TO ORDER OR FOR MORE INFO. CALL
01279.508290 BISHOPS STORTFORD CM23 4PX



BRANCH DIARY
HERTS & ESSEX BORDERS BRANCH
Monday  1Oth  Ap r i l ,  B .30pm,  B ranch  Mee t i ng  a t  t he  P r i nce

of Wales, Green Tye.
Sa tu rday  22nd  Ap r i l ,  Sp r i ng  Soc ia l  a t  t he  Su l t an  (Hop  Back

pub ) ,  W imb ledon .
Fr iday 5th to Sunday 7th May,  Ongar Fest iva l  of  Real  Ale

1 9 9 5 .
M o n d a y  2 2 n d  M a y ,  B . 3 0 p m  B r a n c h  M e e t i n g ,  A n n e  o f

Cleves,  Broxbourne.
C o n t a c t :  C r a h a m  D a r b v  0 1 2 7 9  6 8 0 2 3 3 ( w 1 , 0 1 2 7 9
, + 1 5 8 9 5 ( h )

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
Tuesday  11 th  Ap r i l ,  8 .00pm Branch  Mee t i ng  Wh i te  Ha r t ,

Sou th  M imms.
T u e s d a y  2 5 t h  A p r i l ,  8 . 0 0 p m  P u b  o f  t h e  Y e a r  R u n n e r  U p
presentat ion to the Lower Red L ion,  St  Albans.
Tuesday 23rc1 May,  B.00pm Branch Meet ing at  the Hope &

Anchor,  Welham Creen p lus presentat ion in  recogni t ion of

10  consecu t i ve  en t r i es  i n  t he  Cood  Bee r  Gu ic ie .
C o n t a c t :  B o b  N o r r i s h  0 1 5 8 2  7 6 3 1 3 3  x 2 5 5 ' 1 ( w ) ,  0 1 5 8 2

769923 (w)

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
W e d n e s c l a y  5 t h  A p r i l ,  B . 3 0 p m ,  B r a n c h  M e e t i n g  a t  t h e

Crown,  Bunt ingforc l .
Wednesday lgth Apr i l ,  B.30pm, Countrys ic le crawl  s tar t ing at

the Br ight  Star ,  Peters Creen,  then on to the Boot  . lnc l  Whi te

Horse,  Kimpton,  ancl  Maidens Head,  Whi twel l .
Weclnesclay 3rc l  May,  8.3Opm, Watton crawl ,  s t . l r t ing . l t  the

Boot ,  Dane Encl ,  then on to a l l  the Watton-at-Stone pubs.

Weclnersc lay 
' l  

7 th May,  B.30pm, C-otrnt r l 's i r le  cr ; iwl ,  s tar t ing

.- r t  the Moon and Stars,  Rushclen,  thetr  ot r  t t t  Bul l ,  Cot t t ' re t l ,

f  o l ly  Waggoner,  Arc le ley,  ancl  Ris ing Sun,  H.r l ls  Creen.

Wednesc lay  31  May ,  B .3Opm,  O f i l ey  anc l  Cha r l t on  c re tw l ,

s ta r t i ng ,  a t  Red  L ion ,  C rea t  O f f l ey ,  t hen  v ia  a l l  t he  o the r

Creat  Of f ley pubs to Windmi l l ,  Char l ton.
Contac ' t :  Paul  Coarc l  01462 437249 h l

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
\\ 'ec inescla.v 5th Apr i l ,  Branch c lar ls  tournarne'nt  i l t  the West

Herts  Sports  Club,  B.30pm.
\ \ /ec lnesclav 12th Apr i l ,  Dar ts  nratch v.  Mt  Vernon Hospi ta l  a t

Croxley Communi ty  Centre,  B.30pm {prov.)
Sunr l , r r '  l3rcJ Arrr i l ,  [ -uncht ime soc ia l  a t  the Clarendon Arms,
( . han r l l e r s  C ross .
W e d n e s d a y  2 6 t h  A p r i l ,  S o c i a l  a t  S a r r a t t :  B . 3 0 p m  C o c k ;
( ) .1 5pm Cr icketers;  1 0.00 Boot .  Transport  f rom Watforc l

J u n c t i o n  8 .  1 5 p t l .
Satr , r rc lay l  j th  May,  Aunt  Sal ly  match ag,a inst  Hereforc lsh i re
b ran r  h  phone ' (on ta ( ' t  f o r  c l e t ; l i l s .
S : r t r - r  r c l ay  l ; t h  -  Monc lav  29 th  May ,  CAMRA s ta l l  a t  t he
Croxley Communi ty  Centre beer  fest iva l .
Cor. r tact :Tony Smith 01923 221155 (h & w)

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH
( -on tac r :  (  l r r i s  Pon r i n  0149 '+  78621 (w) ,0149 -+  775 -+09 {h )

ALL  HERTS L IA ISON MEETINC
\\ 'e .c inesday 26th i \pr i l ,  B.  30pm Royal  Oak,  Chipperf ie lc l .

T h t , | ] t : r t f o r d s h i r e N c r r s | e l t e r i s 1 l r o d u c c d l l l , t h e H e r t f c l r c l s h i r c N o r 1 h , H e r t f o r d s h i r e S c l u t h , W a t f c l r . c ] & D i s t r i c t , H e r t s ' F s s e x
N,1 jc l  (  l r i l te rns  br . rnche.s  o i  the  Car rpa ign  io r  Rea l  A le  L td .  The v ie ' rvs  expressec l  a fe  no t  t re 'cessar i l y  those o f  the  e .c l i to r ,  CAN4RA L td  o r

be  w,e l l  :paccc l  and as  leg ib le  as  poss ib le  p lease.  Senc l  to :  F r ic  S in r ,  
. l  

0  Heron Wa1 ' ,  Hat f ie ld ,  Her ts ,  AL10 U( lL .

Subscr ip t ions :  I -1 .50  fo r  l2  i ssues .  Send to :  l0  Heron Wav,  Hat f ie ld ,  Her ts .  AL i0  UQL.  ChcqLres  l tayab le :  CAN4RA Her ts  Camp. r rg r r ing

F u n d
Adver t i s ing :  IJ0  pe . r  2 . .5c 'm co lumn.  Ar twc i rk  can be  r .nac le  L r l ) . r t  e \ t f r  cos t .  Contac t  Er ic  S im B 01707 260647 fo r  c i r - ta i l s .

COPY DATE for f  une,/ luly Edit ion: 1st May 1995.
Composed by Swallowfield Associates on Macintosh DTP Quark Xpress Telephone O17O7 390289.

The Greyhound (Free House)
St. Ippollitts Nr. Hitchin Tel: o1462 440989

REAL ALE & REAL FOOD
Snacks and Meals

ROAST BEEF SUNDAY LUNCH
- worth travelling for

3 Beers + Boddingtons Mild
BED & BREAKFAST (ensuite)

Traditional English Music Apr 26, May 24 & June 21

CAMRA BEER FESTTVALS
A p r  7 - B  D u n s t a b l e  S p o r t s  &  S o c i a l  C l u b ,  C r e a s e y  P a r k ,
B r e w e r s  H i l l ,  D u n s t a b l e .  F r i  1 2 - 3 , 5 - 1 . 1 ; S a t  1 1 - 1 1 .
Apr )0-22 Eal ing Town Hal l ,  New Broaclway,  Loncion,  W5.
T h u r s  5 - l  1  ;  F r i ,  S a t  1  1  - 1  l .
M a y  ' { - 6  W i l t o n  H a l l ,  W i l t o n  R o a c l ,  B l e t c h l e y .  T h u r s ,  F r i
I  I  .30-1 I  ;Sat  l . l  .30-c l .
May  5 -7  Buc lwo r th  Ha l l ,  H igh  S t ,  ( ) nga r .  F r i  6 -1 ' l ;Sa t  11 -4 ,5 -
I I ; S u n  1 2 - 3 ' , 7 - 1 0 . 3 0 .
May 22-27 Cambr ic lge '  Ci ty  Footbal l  Crouncl ,  Mi l ton Roacl ,
Cambr i c i g ,e .  11 -3 ,  5 -10  (10 .30  on  F r i  &  Sa t ) .  Fac i l i t i es  f o r  t he
c l i sab lec l  . r v ' a i l ab le ;  one  o f  t he  co t rn t r y ' s  l a rges t  l oca l  bee r
fe.st iva ls .

TJ:L"PHSY
Datchworth

(formerly Inn on the Green)

Hertfordshire's le ading puru eyor of
ReaI Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 940 ales from over 236 brewers

Home made food auailable eaery
Lunchtime & Euening

Opening Times:
11.00 -  3 .00 5.00 -  11.00 Mon -  Wed

11.00 -  11.00 Thurs.  Fr i  & Sat
12.00 -  3 .00 7.00 -  10.30 Sunday

Almost Liue Music some of the tinte

Telephone: 0143 8-8L2496


