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A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR REAL BEER?
We have got so much to look forward to. All day Sunday opening is on the way, passage through the Lords
began.on ,Iuy Z4 with Royal Assent expe-cted towa_rds tfrg end o-f fuly. Publicans will then be Tree to open
their doors from 12 noon until 10-30pm if they so wish and hopefully gri:et enough trade to make it worth their
while.
Afternoon on Sundays might be a more convivial t ime for famil ies to gather in appropriate pubs, either in their
locality or_further afield, possibly a good way to introduce the younger generation to the "puih" as an acceptable
social establishment. With the new football season starting barely a fortnight after the relaxation of hours begins
you can expect those premises with satel l i te TV to have a real money spinner on their hands in addit ion to the
current Monday night soccer drama. So al l  looks rosy then? pubs adapting to the changing requirements of the
Brit ish public and our l icensing laws at long last start ing to approach those fbund on the Continent.
Shame though that your average pint of Crudgington 6X wil l  have set you back a small fortune thanks to the
Chancellor 's tax hikes and some dubious pricing policies, part icularly by the national producers. Pity that you are
more.than l ikely to be served with a measure that is short of the statutory pint by a signif icant amount thanks to
the climb-down on big glasses. You will also be at risk from receiving beer that has been blasted through nozzles
to give it a thick head like those you see on the telly despite the fact that for generations it never used to be
served. in that'way. You will have to watch out for the new brand of nitro-keg-beers as well, pasteurised and
fi l tered, forced to the bar by gas and chil led at dispense but st i l l  heavily marketed by dancing penguins and fonts
that  look l ike handpumps.  The rev iva l  in  cask condi t ioned beer  is  a  runaway success s t -ory  and qui te
understandably.producers want more people to drink i t .  But in order to make it  more acceptable i t  appears'that
real beer must be made less offensive, less problematical and less tasty. We hear tales of famous old'beers not
being. " l ike the.y used to be", memories dimmed by the passage of t ime? or the sign that brewers are messing with
time honoured recipes and methods? By making beer that requires less effort to handle in the cellar throLlgh its
Iack of secondary condit ioning, there is a danger of changing the nature of the very product which is under[oing
such a revival in popularity. Times are changing and pubs must change as well,  but to have our beer altered fo*r
the sake of "ease of use" would be a high price to pay for progress.
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Enjoy a pint at

Albans' Oldest Freehouse
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Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual guest beers

ffi
THE WHITE HORSE

CASTLE ST. HERTFORD

WE NOW HAVE OUR OWN BREWERY PRODUCING:

SUN RUNNER:.4.1o/"
DARK HORSE ALE:3.60lo

(AS SERVED IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS BARS!!)

LONDON PRIDE & HOOK NORTON
AND EVER CHANGING SELECTION OF REAL ALES

FUNCTION/PARTY ROOMS AVAI LABLE
UPSTAIRS SMOKE FREE ROOMS PLUS BAR

POLYPINS AND FIRKINS FROM T1 PINT FOR PARTIES
TEL 01992 501950



DOWI\YOT]RWAY
Renovations & Refurbishments

The Barley Mow at Tyttenhanger was officially reopened by

Roger Uttley of oval ball fame at the beginning of May' Start

off-beers were Bass Bitter and 1945 Ale, Courage Directors'

London Pr ide,  Old Speckled Hen and John Smiths Bi t ter '  The

Lvtton Arms, Old Knebworth, now has a conservatory and

the Angels Reply,  Hi tch in,  has had a minor  refurb inc luding a

pictori l l  sign.-The Ancient Briton, St' Albans, has opened its

doors again wi th the emphasis very much on food whi le  in

marked contrast the Blacksmiths Arms also in St' Albans has

been g iven the Hogs Head Ale House t reatment '  The o ld

Barcla!'s Bank in Welwyn Carden City is to become a pub'

fortunate really as WGC is a pub desert due to its temperance

movement founders.

New Incumbents
The Lamb & Flag, Coll iers End, now has new owners and we

welcome new li iensees at the Bright Star, Peter's Green; the

Fox, Purton; the Plough, Datchworth; Boars Head, Royston;

the Crown,  L i t l ington and the Brewery Tap,  Ware '  ln  an

unusual move the Leicester based regional brewer, Everards,

have bought the Mermaid in St. Albans from Whitbread' The

pub has b-een closed but renovations are expected and it wil l

be n ice to see a new name, and beers,  in  the town'

Additional Beer Changes

The new Bass beer,  Joules Crown Ale,  has been avai lable in

the Cromwell Bar at the Sun Hotel, Hitchin' The Waggon &

Horses, Watton at Stone, new range is Tetley Bitter, Aylesbury

Bitter (from carlsbergTetley brewed in Burton, staffordshire)

and a guest .  New range at  the New Found Out ,  Hi tch in,  is

London Pr ide,  Boddingtons Bi t ter ,  Moor lands Old Speckled

Hen  and  a  gues t .  Exmoor  Beas t  has  been  s igh ted  a t  t he

Beehive,  Epping Creen and Fel in foel 's  Double Dragon at  the

Oak Tree, Harpenden.

Notices

J a m e s  a n d  H e l e n ,  n e w  m a n a g e r s  a t  t h e  T a p  a n d  S p i l e

(formerlv Half Moon) in North Street, Bishop's Stortford, are

hold ing a regular  s ingers and music ians n ight ,  to  take p lace

eue ry  b the r  Sunday  f rom May  7 th .  Any  s t y l e  o f  mus i c  i s

welcome, f rom t radi t ional  fo lk  to contemporary mater ia l  -  a l l

are inv i ted to turn up wi th an inst rument  or  a voice and see

what  happensl  Tel .  (0 ' l  279)  654978 for  fur ther  deta i ls '

The Cabinet ,  Reed,  is  current ly  up for  sa le whi le  the Fox &

Duck,  Therf ie ld has been sold and wi l l  shor t ly  be reopening '

Unfortunately the Anchor at Weston has been closed and is

b e c o m i n g  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y .  T h e  F a r m e r s  B o y ,

B r i ckendon ,  has  been  so ld  t o  Laba t t s ,  a  p r i ze  t o  anyone

spot t ing Malcolm The Mount ie!

T h e L o w e r R e d L i o n , S t . A l b a n s , h e l d a n o t h e r b e e r f e s t i v a l
over  the ear ly  May Bank Hol iday weekend and t rue to form,

the Hert fordshi re Newslet ter  d idn ' t  adver t ise i t '  The beers

were  i n  f i ne  cond i t i on  and  the re  we re  a  f ew  ra r i t i es  bu t

unfor tunate ly  Sarah could not  come th is  t ime a l though Adam

Woodyat  of  Eastenders fame was seen in the garden'  The

P h i l a n t h r o p i s t  &  F i r k i n  a l s o  i n  S t .  A l b a n s  h e l d  i t s  t h i r d

fes t i va l ,  sma l l e r  t han  p rev ious  a f f a i r s  bu t  w i t h  p len ty  o f

choice nonetheless.  As increasing numbers of  pubs take the

p lunge  and  o rgan i se  the i r  own  fes t i va l s  be  su re  t ha t  t he
' f .1"* i l " t t " t  

is  wi l l ing to g ive a few l ines speci fy ing dates,

opening t imes and l ike ly  beer  range. . fust  drop Er ic  a note to

the acldress on the back in good time and we wil l attempt to

get  them into Pr int .

"Dicl you know
that every pint
of Greene King
ale contains
only the
sturdlest hops
ancl the flnest
maltbarleY?7Y

"Mine cloesn't."

\

THE-WOOOMAN
ChaPmore End, Ware

Large Beer Garden

With a new Childrens Plal'Area
and collection of Exotic Pets

Come and SSSSSee Br ian l l

Weckend Barbequcs - st.rning in Junc

I ) h o n e  ( 0 I ( ) : 0 I . + 6 1 i  j l  l i l l  , l c l r r l s

THf, WOODMAN
CHAPMORE END

Creene King Ales direct f rom the cask

F''olk Dattce & IM-usic Da1'
15th J.tly 1995

Contact Nick for detai ls
01920 4631 43

Nene Valley Brewery
Legendary AIes

Traditionally brewed. cask conditioned real

ales for the discerning drinker

Does your local have some'l

Unit 1, Midland Business Ccntrc. Nl idland Road' Higham l-errcrs'

Nor thants  01933- '+12.1  I  I  o r  0 l9 i l -65-1179 (Sa lcs)



THE SPECIAT TASTE OF
HARPENDEN
H a r p e  n c l e n ' s  l a s t  b r e w e r y  P r i o r  R e i d ' s , ( l  t h i n k )  c l o s e d  i n

t  ( l : 0 .  r ) l c l  l t ho tog raphs  o f  t he  t own  show i t s  f i ne  t ower

s , . n t l i ng  i n  beh ind ' * ' h " t "  Vaughn  Road .now i s ,  j us t  o f f  t he

l l rq l r  St ieet .  Over the next  70 odd y"at t  the town's pubs sold

bce r  t i r a t  came  f rom a  dw ind l i ng  number  o f  r eg iona l  and

n.r t ional  producers,  most  of  whic i  were s i tuated outs ide the

f o u n t i ' n e v e r m i n d  t h e  v i c i n i t y '  B u t  n o w ,  t h a n k s  t o  a n

e  n te rp i i s i ng  l i censee ,  t he  bee r  i s  f l ow ing  once  aga in '  .
The s i te  in  quest ion is  the Red Cow pub on West f ie ld Road

rvhich no* hour" ,  what  is  possib ly  the smal lest  commercia l

brewing set  up in  the country.  The man behind the pro ject  is

l and lo i ' c l  V i v  Dav ies  who  rea l i sec l  t ha t  b rew ing  h i s  own

wou ld  be  a  nove l ,  en te r ta in ing  and  i ndeed  money  sp inn ing

v e n t u r e .  A l t h o u g h  n o t  h a v i n g  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  b r e w i n g

e x o e r i e n c e ,  V i v  v i s i t e c l  t h e  t i n y  S p r i n g h e a d  b r e w e r y  a t

N"*urr. who offerecl a vast amount of practical advice. After

a few t r ia l  brews the f i rs t  batch of  Harpenden Specia l  A le

uppuuruJ in  September 199'1 and quick ly  establ ished i tse l f

as  t he  pubs  b igges t  se l l i ng  s i ng le  bee r '  ,  ,
n t  l .aV'  ABV"Specia l  A le is  a very dr inkable,  l ight  co loured'

sha rp  t as t i ng  anc l  r e f resh ing  bee r ,  p roud l y  se r . ved  i n  t he

Northern sty le.  ( ioocl  l l rewing t radi t ions are fo l lowed wi th

ma l ted  ba r l ey ,  hops  . rnc l  wa te r  be ing  the  on l y  i ng red ien ts '

T h e  l o c a l  \ / a t e r  r e ( l u i r e s  n o  e x t r a  h a r d e n i n g  w h i l e  t h e

brewers '  faVotr r i te  l lar ler ' ,  Mar is  Ot ter ,  is  used exclus ively '

Two  fu l l  l e ' a i  hop  ra r i e t i es  ; i r e  usec l ,  Fugg les  and  Co ld ings '

ac l c l ec l  t o r va r t l s  t he  e ' r ' r c i  o f  t he  bo i l i ng  phase  to  impar t

b  i t t e rness  , t  n , l  . t  r t  t t t t , r  '
in"  n" , t  Cow"s p lant  c 'an procluce a 72 gal lon batch wi th

bre\r , ing,  oc.cr . t r r ing,  c ln. r  roughl ,v  weekly basis '  Af ter  running

in to  c ,a i ks  i t  i s  a l l onec l  t o  c :onc l  i t i on  f o r  3  weeks  be fo re

tapping.  Present ly  t l . re  beer  is  so lc l  through a handpump but

i t ' is  hopecl  to  in t roc l r - rce sonre rvooclen 9 gal lon casks to s i t

on  t he  back  ba r  s t l  t l r i nke rs  r v i l l  have  the  cho i ce  o f  t r y i ng

Spec i . r l  A le  s t r , r i g l r l  l r o t r r  l l t e  t t o ' r c l '

As to the future l  a l terat ions to the brew room wal l  are under

way  anc l  v i s i t o r s  t o  t he  pu l l ' s  pa t i o  w i l l .  soon  be  ab le  t o

observe brewing operat ions in  progress '  V iv  is  keen to t ry

out  new beers but  not  in  t l . re  i r rmediate future a l though i f

Specia l  A le is  anyth ing to g,o l ly  these should be something

t o  l o o k  f o r w a r c l  t o .  i n  t h e  r n e a n t i m e  a l l  i n  S o u t h  H e r t s

CAMRA wish the venture e ' \ 'ery success '

GOOD NEWS FOR & FROM
McMIILLEN
The other  (ancl  o lc ler)  Hert ford brewer,  McMul len,  have had

i l t  teast  two reasons to celebrate in  the last  month.  F i rs t ly ,

t h e i r  h e a c l  b r e w e r  T o n y  S k i p p e r  h a s  b e e n  a w a r d e d  h i s

inclr,rstry's highe-'st accolacle, that of UK Brewer Of The Year

through votes cast  by the Br i t ish Cui ld  of  Beer Wri ter 's  '

The i rvarc l  is  in  recog,n i t ion of  Mr.  Skippers serv ices to UK

brew ing  s ince  l o i n i ng  McMu l l en  i n  1978  and  i n  pa r t i cu la r

h is  ser ibs of  Specia l  Reserve seasonal  a les '  The most  recent

o f  wh i ch ,  Oa tmea l  A le ,  was  ano the r  smash ing  bee r  and  we l l

in  keeping wi th the h ig,h standard of  i ts  predecessors '  A l l  o f

Hert fordshi re,s  CAMRA branches are p leased to congratu late

Tony  Sk iPPer  on  h i s  ach ievemen t .
McMu l l en  have  a l so  made  an  add i t i on  t o  t he i r  pe rmanen t

r a n g e  o f  c a s k  a l e s .  T h e  n e w  p r e m i u m  b i t t e r  i s  c a l l e d

Cla i is tone ancl  weighs in  at  4.3"k a lcohol  by volume' .Wi th a

c l e v e l o p m e n t  s p a n  o f  2  y e a r s  a n d  s e v e r a l  t r i a l  b r e w s ,

c l lac ls tone is  in tencled to s i t  a longsic le other  regional  f lagship

ales l ike Waclsworth 6X and Aclnams Extra '  Wor ld renowned

b e e r  e x p e r t  M i c h a e l  l a c k s o n  d e s c r i b e d  C l a d s t o n e  a s  a
' l , l l " un ,  r e f resh ing  p rem ium b i t t e r  w i t h  a  body  tha t  i s  l i gh t

br- r t  f i rm".
McMul len have done a lo t  for  the real  a le cause over  the last

f e .w  yea rs  and  we  a re  f o r tuna te  t o  have  such  a  f o rwa rd

lookine regional  brewer on our  doorstep '

DARI( HORSE ALES RENAMED
Hertford's Dark Horse brewery has almost found it easier to

create a range of  good a les than i t  has to f ind names for

them.  They  d i sco , re red  tha t  mos t  o f  t he  names  o r i g i na l l y

chosen,  fo l iowing thei r  horsy theme, are in  fact  regis tered by

other  brewers,  even though they may not  have such an a le

in product ion at  Present .
As a resul t  the two Whi te Horse house beers produced in

house  by  Da rk  Ho rse  w i l l  hence fo rward  be  "Da rk  Ho rse

A l e "  ( A B V  3 . 6 " k ) ,  p r e v i o u s l y  L i S h t  B r i g a d e  a n d  " S u n

R u n n e r "  G . 1 Y , ) ,  p r e v i o u s l y  U n i c o r n '  G i n g e r  B l o n d e

becomes  "Fa l l en  Ange l "  ( 3 .5 ' / " )  a  l i gh t  whea t  bee r  based

ginger a le,  Heavy Br igade wi l l  be "St '  E lmo's F i re"  (4 '6o/o) '

g l " ik  gut t  is  a l ready "Black Widow (4 '61 ' )  and Crazy Horse

now "Dea th  W ish " ,  pe rhaps  no t  i napp rop r i a te l y  a t  ABV

5 . 3 % .

THE LORDSHIP ARMS
Tss INN IN Tur Srtcrs

Benington Nr Stevenage.
formerlY The Cricketers

REAL ALE OASIS for the DISCERNING
DRINKER

Youngs SPecial, Fullers ESB

plus Guest Beers & Traditional Cider

WE ARE NOT A HOME BREW PUB

Homemade Bar Food served DailY

Two Course SundaY Roast f'5'95

Telephone 01438-8 69665

OUANTITY OUALITY
ORIGINALBEEFJERKY PEPPEREDBEEFJERKY

ROASTED SALTED pNiPAl6r, BOMBAY MIX
PEANUTS I ' H'TB'MBAY

l,ilh E J,D,'soe,,,Bil,,ii;
RoASTED sALTEi 4ea L g$P MIxED -rrti,$il!
CASHEWS

ROASTED SALTED ALMONDS

ROASTED SALTED
PISTACHIOS

GARLIC STICKS

SP]CY GARLIC STICKS

FREE DELIVERY -
NO MINIMUM ORDER

TO ORDER OR FOR MORE INFO. CALL
01279-508290 BlsHoPs SToRTFoRD CM23 4PX



BRANCH DIARY
HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
Tuesday 6 th  June,  8 .30pm -  Survey  soc ia l ,  F rench Horn ,
Ware.
Tuesday 20th June, 8.00pm - Branch Meeting, Moor Mi l l ,
Brrcket Wood.
Tuesday 4th July,  Survey Social  in Hatf ield,  meet at Red
Lion, 8.OOpm.
Tuesday 25th July,  B.30pm - Branch Meeting, Si lver Cup,
Harpenden.
C o n t a c t :  B o b  N o r r i s h ;  0 1 5 8 2  7 6 3 1 3 3  x 2 5 5 4 ( w )  0 . 1 5 8 2
769923(h)

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
Wednesday 14 th  June,  B .3Opm -  Branch Meet ing  a t  the
Tilbury, Datchworth.
Wednesday 28th June, B.30pm - Pub Came Evening at the
Sir lohn Barleycorn, Hitchin.
Wednesday 12th luly,8.3Opm - Walkern and Bennington
Crawl, starting at the Yew Tree, Walkern.
Wednesday 26th )uly,  8.05pm - Hert ford crawl,  start ing at
the Millstream.
Wednesday 9th August,  B.30pm Branch Meeting -  venue to
be conf irmed.
Contact:  Paul Coard 01462 437249 (h)

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Saturday  1Oth  June -  Min ibus  t r ip  to  p lay  Aunt  Sa l l y ,  r ing
contact for details.
Fr iday 16th June, B.30pm - Joint social  with Mid-Chi l terns ar
the Stag, Chorleywood.
Tuesday 2Oth June, B.30pm - Social  at  the Plough, Belsize,
then to Cart & Horses, Commonwood at 9.30pm. Transport
f r o m  W a t f o r d  J u n c t i o n  B . 1 0 p m ,  R i c k m a n s w o r t h  s t a t i o n
8 . 1 5 p m .
Fr iday  23rd  to  Sunday 25 th  June,  b ranch t r ip  to  Adnams
country.
Sunday 2nd luly,  B.30pm - Open committee meeting at the
West Herts. Sports and Social Club.
Saturday Bth July -  Branch minibus tr ip to Kent.
Fr iday 14th July -  London pub crawl,  r ing contact for detai ls.
W e d n e s d a y  1 9 t h  J u l y  -  R i c k m a n s w o r t h  s o c i a l :  B . 3 O p m
Fairway Tavern, 9.15 White Bear, 10.00 Coach & Horses.
Contact:  Tony Smith 01923 221155

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS
C o n t a c t s :  C r a h a m  D a r b y ,  0 1 2 7 9  4 1 5 8 9 5 ( h )  o r  D e r e k
Wisdom, 01 279 41 4200(h).

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH
Contact:  Chris Pont in 01 494 7 8624(w), 01 494 7754O9(h).

THE ISLO PTIB
Congratu lat ions to the Ti lbury,  Datchworth on reaching thei r
thousandth a le.  l f  you are lucky enough to read th is  in  the
f i rs t  two weeks of  June you wi l l  be able to taste the 101Ost  -
Traquair  House Bear Ale.  There is  absolute ly  no t ruth in  the
rumour  t ha t  i l  w i l l  be  a t  - t 1 .00  pe r  p in t l

The Greyhound (Free House)
st. Ippollitts Nr. Hitchin Tel: o1462 440989

REALALE & REAL FOOD
Snacks and Meals

ROAST BEEF SUNDAY LUNCH
- worth travelling for

3 Beers + Boddingtons Mild
BED & BREAKFAST (ensuite)

Traditional English Music June 21

GREAT BRITISH BEER FESTIVAL
After the massive successes of the last 3 events the Creat
Bri t ish Beer Fest ival  is once again going ahead at Olympia
from Tuesday 1st to Saturday 5th August.  Opening t imes wi l l
b e  T u e s  5 - ' 1 0 . 3 0 p m ;  W e d s  &  T h u r s  1 1 . 3 0 a m - 3 . 0 0 p m , 5 -
10.30pm;  Fr i  11  .30am-10.30pm;  Sat  11am-Zpm.  Ent rance fee
(CAMRA members pr ices in brackets):  Tues-Thur eve & al l
day  Sat  f -3 .30  ( f2 .50) ;  Weds-Thur  lunch f  1 .00  (50p) ;  F r i
be fore  1 .3Opm f  3 .50  ( f2 .50)  then f4 .50  ( f  3 .50) .  Season
t ickets,  in advance, for al l  sessions f-1 2 ( f-9.50) -  contact
CAMRA HQ 0.1727 867201 for detai ls.  CAMRA members:
why not volunteer to work a session and get into a session
free? Contact lanet Prescott 01942 719037.

The Hertfordshire Newsletter is produced by the Hertfordshire North, Hertfordshire South, Watford & District, Herts-Essex Borders and
Mid-Chilterns branches of the Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor, CAMRA Ltd or
its Branches. Any articles or letters for publication should preferably be typewritten and double-spaced; handwritten items should also
be wel l  spaced and as legib le as possib le p lease.  Send to:  Er ic  Sim, . l  0  Heron Way,  Hat f ie ld,  Herts ,  AL10 BeL.
Subscriptions: f3.50 for 12 issues. Send to: 10 Heron Way, Hatfield, Herts. ALl O SQL. Cheques payable: CAMRA Herts Campaigning
Fund
Advertising: f 10 per 2.5cm column. Artwork can be made up at extra cost. Contact Eric Sim 6 01707 260647 for details.
COPY DATE for August/September Edition: 1st f uly 1995.
Composed by Swallowfield Associates on Macintosh DTP Quark Xpress Telephone o17O7 390289.

Datchworth
(formerly Inn on the Green)

Hertfordshire's le ading puraeyor of
Real Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 1000 ales from over 251 brewers

Home made food auailable euery
Lunchtime & Euening

Opening Times:
11.00 - 3.00 5.00 - 11.00 Mon - Wed

11.00 - 11.00 Thurs, Fri & Sat
12.00 - 3.00 7.00 - 10.30 Sunday

Almost Liue Music some of the time

Telephone: 0143 8-812496


