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The U.K. used to be dominated by five giant brewing companies, those with a market share which far
outstripped even the largest regional’s. However a recent take over “at the top” has left us with just four.

Whitbread is still there and has even managed to produced some novel beers of late. Carlsberg -Tetley (Allied if you prefer) is
undergoing a reshuffle on which more can be found below. Bass brew one of Britain’s greatest beers and they used to be the
biggest company to boot but their position has been lost. The culprit is the newly formed “Scottish Courage” arising from the
takeover of Courage by Scottish & Newcastle - the remaining two national brewers.

The new company now controls something like 30% of the country’s beer supply which is 7% more than second place Bass.

The monopolies and mergers commission ignored calls from
industry analysts to intervene on the grounds that bigger
companies would be better able to compete in the European
marketplace. This is unlikely at best, only a tiny percentage
of the company’s output is exported - not surprising really,
can you imagine trying to sell Skol in Denmark?

So what does all this mean for the beleaguered Hertfordshire
pub goer? already faced with rising prices, closing hostelries,
short measures and nitrokeg beer. Well, the other three
Nationals feeling threatened by the new superbrewer may
start casting their nets about, looking for likely regionals to
buy up and so protect their market share. Brewery closures,
beer transfers and job losses would certainly follow leading
to an even greater number of nationally available beers
bearing little resemblance to their former selves. This is OK if
you like the beer but not so good for a competitive industry
and a decent choice - sigh, anyone for another pint of John
Smiths?

Enjoy a pint at
St. Albans’ Oldest Freehouse

Sﬁ#adl Street

Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual guest beers

Allied Shake up

The brewing giant Allied (the third largest) has announced a
major internal reorganisation. This will mean that the
current four regional trading companies, Tetley’s, Ansells,
Ind Coope Retail and Taylor Walker will cease to exist. The
4000 pubs owned by the group will now be controlled by
just two companies - Allied Leisure and Allied Inns. The
Leisure bit will get most of the branded chains including Big
Steak, Scruffy Murphy’s and the Firkins. The Inns half will
take on the less glamorous parts of the estate although this
will include the up market London based chain of
Nicholson’s free houses. The pubs themselves will retain
their badging and livery but although the regional offices
will remain for the time being Allied has admitted that the
restructuring will cause job losses.

<
~OO Q%
¥ 2
8 8
% 0
© £

THE WHITE HORSE

CASTLE ST. HERTFORD

WE NOW HAVE OUR OWN BREWERY PRODUCING:
SUN RUNNER: 4.1%
DARK HORSE ALE: 3.6%
(AS SERVED IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS BARS!!)

LONDON PRIDE & HOOK NORTON
AND EVER CHANGING SELECTION OF REAL ALES

FUNCTION/PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE
UPSTAIRS SMOKE FREE ROOMS PLUS BAR

POLYPINS AND FIRKINS FROM £1 PINT FOR PARTIES

TEL 01992 501950




DOWN YOUR WAY

Renovations & Refurbishments

The Battleaxes and the Hollybush, both Elstree, have closed
for refurbishment as has the King William [V, St. Albans. In
Hertford the Woolpack is being refitted while the Warren
House, Bengeo, has closed but its future is uncertain.

New Incumbents

The licensee at the Bell, London Colney, has taken over the
Abbey Tavern, St. Albans as well. New licensee at the
Greyhound, Bengeo, was formerly at the Wheatsheaf,
Waltham Cross.

Additional Beer Changes

The Haydon Arms, Oxhey, is currently using just one hand
pump, serving Bass at £1.25 a pint. The Devonshire Arms,
Bushey Heath, is now selling Benskins and Boddingtons
while the Woodhall Arms, Stapleford, has been doing
Robinson’s Hatters Mild. The Plume of Feathers, Tewin, has
been selling Caledonian Deuchars IPA and the Prince of
Wales, Hertingfordbury, has introduced Younger’s Best Bitter.
The Sportsman, Hertford, should have started selling guest
beers last month, Adnams Old and Everards Tiger are the
first two but watch out for the John Smith’s nitrokeg also on
sale! The Cross Keys at Gustardwood has been dishing out
Exmoor Gold. The Mermaid in St. Albans has reopened and
is now run by Everards of Leicester. Staying in St. Albans the
Wine & Ale Cafée is selling Tetley’s and Greene King beers,
how many of you can remember when this pub was called
the Farmers Boy?

Notices

The external alterations to the Tap & Spile, St. Albans, have
been carried out but not to a particularly satisfactory extent.
It is really about the least the owners could have done under
the agreement with the Civic Society and South Herts
CAMRA.

The Boot, still St. Albans, will now NOT be converted into a
Scruffy Murphy’s but will be left as it is for the foreseeable
future. This decision marks a victory for all the interested
parties who opposed the alterations namely the clientele,
Civic Society, CAMRA and Irish community. The publicity
and dissension surrounding the plans was loud and this is
probably the main reason for Ind Coope’s back down, it
even got a mention in the Wall Street Journal!

A GUIDE TO GOOD BEER

October sees the publication of the 23rd edition of the Good
Beer Guide. In which CAMRA gives its members selection of
the pubs throughout the U.K. and Channel Islands where
good beer, i.e. real ale, properly conditioned and dispensed
is to be found. In addition the guide contains a
comprehensive list of all the breweries, large and small, and
their regular real ales which go into these pubs, with articles
relating to all aspects of beer in these islands.

CAMRA members are sometimes asked “How can | get a job
as as official CAMRA inspector?”. Well, you can't, because
the selection of the pubs is made by local branches. Early
each year, branches will invite their members to nominate
pubs in their branch area for consideration. These pubs will
be visited and all being well, detailed reports prepared. The
pubs will then go forward for selection by vote at a local
branch meeting. Less than 10% of Hertfordshire’s pubs can
be selected for the Good Beer Guide, so you may be sure
that those that are successful represent the top of the crop.
This method of selection has several advantages. It reflects
local taste in beer and pubs and is the result of year long
experience, not one or two isolated visits by a single
member. Obviously, at the same time this can produce
varying standards from branch to branch but away from
home it is still better to sample what the locals see as their
best pubs dispensing first class ale.

What does one look for in a pub to go in the GBG? Firstly
the real ale must be consistently of the highest quality and

THE WOODMAN
Chapmore End, Ware
Green King Ales direct from the cask

Large Beer Garden

With a new Childrens Play Area
and collection of Exotic Pets

Come and SSSSSee Brian!!
Weekend Barbeques
Phone (01920) 463143 for details

dispensed in an appropriate manner. Beyond that the pub
itself must offer the surroundings and ambiance which
enables good beer to be appreciated fully. Tastes vary of
course but pubs which are little more than restaurants or
rave venues are unlikely to get in. The landlord of a tied
house can only present the beers he is permitted to stock as
well as he can unless he is entitled to sell a guest beer. On
the other hand a genuinely free house which stocks only
beers available throughout the locality is failing to make the
best use of freedom.and should be marked down
accordingly. Despite these criteria you can rest assured that
the Guide contains pubs suitable for whatever the occasion.
If you enjoy reading the Hertfordshire Newsletter you should
find a great deal to interest you in the Good Beer Guide. You
may be reading this in a pub which is in the 1996 edition, in
which case the landiord may have copies for sale (possibly
at a keenly competitive price). Better still, why not join the
50,000 plus members of the Campaign and get all the
advantages of membership including the Good Beer Guide
at a reduced price. '

OUT.

Since 1799 the name Gireene King has been synonymous with fine ales
Quer all those vears, we've fiercely defended our independence and our
brewing traditions [t means we've been able to consistently produce some of
the finest ales in the countrv. We kaven't sold out. But cur beers often do



THE A TO Z OF BREWING

Heavy
Hefe

Hogshead
Hops

Infusion

IPA

Juniper berries

Keg beer

Kolsch

Kriek
Lager

Lambic

Light Ale
Liquor
Mash

Malting

Mild

Ninety shillings
Nitrokeg

Quinine bark

Scottish term for 70/- ale.

German prefix meaning yeast indicating a
sedemented beer, e.g HefeWeiss - wheat
beer with yeast held in suspension.

A 54 gallon cask.

A relative of cannabis which is added
to the wort in order to impart

bitterness and aroma to beer. Some
brewers use hop pellets and a few

(including Greene King) use hops oil.

Simplest form of mashing beer, in
which grains are soaked in water.

India Pale Ale. The term originally
applied to high gravity, heavily hopped
ale which was capable of

surviving a sea voyage to India.

Today it usually applies to a low gravity,
lightly hopped ale which is

incapable of surviving the journey

from the cellar to the bar. American

brewers still brew real IPA.

Traditional ingredient for the brewing of
sathi.

Beer which has been filtered and
pasteurised. It is chilled and served using
carbon dioxide and/or nitrogen to mask
its lack of taste.

Dry, fruity golden ale brewed in and
around Cologne in Germany.

Belgium lambic with added cherries.

The German word for ‘to store’. The
term is generally applied to bottom

fermenting beer. Lagers brewed in
Britain (often under license) tend to bear

little resemblance to the original thing
brewed in Bohemia and
Germany

A Belgium beer brewed with spon-
taneous fermentation from wild yeast.
Lauter tun Vessel used to run the wort off
from the mash in order to clarify it.

The English term for bitter in a bottle.
The brewing term for water.

The process of releasing malt sugars
by soaking grains in water.

The process of steeping barley grains
in water until they partially germinate

and then drying them in a kiln.

A lightly hopped English ale which is
usually low in strength and dark in
colour. Mild is under threat from low
turnover due to its ‘northern working
class image’. Drink it before it

disappears.
Scottish term for strong ale.

The new generation of keg beers
served using nitrogen to give the lifeless
beer a thick, creamy head.

Spice occasionally used in more exotic
brews.

THE LORDSHIP ARMS

THE INN IN THE STICKS
Benington Nr Stevenage.
formerly The Cricketers

REAL ALE OASIS for the DISCERNING
DRINKER

Youngs Special, Fullers ESB
everchanging guest beers from independent
and Micro Breweries also Traditional Cider

Homemade Bar Food served Daily
Two Course Sunday Roast £5.95

A Pub worth finding
Telephone 01438-869665

FRUITY BEERS

September saw the launch of two seasonal beers; one by
Green King and the other by McMullens. In both cases they
decided to enhance the subtle fruity taste inherant in many
Real Ales brewed from malted barley by adding extra fruity
sweetners to the brew.

Green King produced “Mad Judge” with a 4.2% abv and
added cranberry juice to the brew to give the beer flavour,
colour and aroma reminiscent of Autumn fruits. Personally |
found the fruit flavour tended to overpower any bitter finish
but never the less a pleasant drinkable ale.

McMullens produced “Strong Russet Ale” with a 5.5% abv
and added pure Hertfordshire honey to the brew to give the
russett glow of Autumn. | found the beer to have a dry bitter
taste with barley wine overtones and very little head
retention. Yet again a pleasant drink but at 5.5% abv
definetly not a session beer.

Both brewers are to be congratulated in their continuing
support to the Real Ale cause by producing yet again
different style beers to interest the palates of keen Real Ale
drinkers.

LET’S GO TO THE HOP

The English hop crop has been in decline for many years.
There were two primary reasons. One, the plants were
attacked by diseases that reduced the yield so much that
growing them became less profitable. Two, stiff competition
from European producers who had more efficient farms and
paid their workers less. The result was an increasing number
of British breweries (a notable exception being McMullen)
buying their hops abroad.

Fortunately, the trend could soon start reversing thanks to the
efforts of plant breeders in Kent. They have succeeded in
producing a dwarf hop plant which could restore the English
grower’s competitive advantage at a stroke. The dwarf
version does not require the costly telegraph pole style
support that the tall kind does. The crop can be moved
around the fields more frequently so avoiding disease build
up and best of all, harvesting can be carried out
mechanically. Not needing to employ an army of hop
pickers each year helps cut costs which can be passed on to
the brewers, an hopefully you the drinker!




BRANCH DIARY

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH

Tuesday 3rd October - Redbourn survey social, start at
Hollybush 8.00pm.

Tuesday 24th October - Branch Meeting, Tap & Spile, St.
Albans, 8.00pm.

Tuesday 31st October - Conkers match, Lower Red Lion, St.
Albans, 8.00pm. Tuesday 21st November - Branch Meeting,
Maypole, Waterend, 8.00pm. Contact: Bob Norrish; 01582
763133 x2554(w) 01582 769923(h)

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
Contact: Paul Coard 01462 437249 (h)

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH

Wednesday 4th October - Social at Mill End,
Rickmansworth, 9.00pm Whip & Collar, 10.00pm the Tree.
Tuesday 10th October - Social at Oxhey, 9.00pm Railway
Arms, 10.00pm Victoria.

Wednesday 18th October - Social at the Black Boy, Bushey
Heath, 9.00pm.

Wednesday 25th October - 1996 Good Beer Guide launch
at the Land of Liberty, Heronsgate, 9.00pm.

Thursday 2nd November - Social at Batchworth Heath,
8.30pm Prince Of Wales, 9.15pm Ye Olde Greene Manne.

Tuesday 7th November - Social at Abbots Langley, 9.00pm
Royal Oak, 10.00pm Unicorn.

Wednesday 15th November - Rickmansworth social,
8.30pm Coach & Horses, 9.30pm Fox & Hounds.
Wednesday 22nd November - Social at the Villiers Arms,
Oxhey, 9.00pm.

Wednesday 6th December - Breweriana Auction at the West
Herts. Sports Club, Auction starts at 8.00pm. Contact: Tony
Smith 01923 221155

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS
Contacts: Graham Darby, 01279 415895(h) or Derek
Wisdom, 01279 414200(h).

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH
Contact: Chris Pontin 01494 78624(w), 01494 775409(h).

ALL HERTS. LIAISON MEETING
Monday October 16th at CAMRA HQ on Hatfield Rd., St.
Albans 8.30pm. South Hertfordshire Branch hosting.

NEW BEERS

The first week in August saw the annual extravaganza that is
CAMRA's Great British Beer Festival. Once again returning
to London’s Olympia which looks like being its home for the

The Greyhound (Free House)
St. Ippollitts Nr. Hitchin Tel: 01462 440989

REAL ALE & REAL FOOD
Snacks and Meals
ROAST BEEF SUNDAY LUNCH
- worth travelling for
3 Beers + Boddingtons Mild
BED & BREAKFAST (ensuite)
Traditional English Music

next few years. An attendance figure of over 42,000 was
comparable with the record breaking levels of last year so
the tube disruption seemed to discourage few people from
making the journey.

As usual the national press hardly bothered to attend in
person and trotted out the tired old clichés about bellies,
beards and sandals (and that was just the women!) which
did nobody any favours. Their precccupation with wine as
being the drink of the cultured few is snobbish at best and
outright arrogant at worst. | think next year I'll attend with a
Champagne flute - should make all the difference.

TILBURY

Inn off the Gre

Datchwc;rth

(formerly Inn on the Green)

Hertfordshire’s leading purveyor of
Real Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 1095 ales from over 267 brewers

Home made food available every
Lunchtime & Evening

Opening Times:
11.00 -3.00 5.00-11.00 Mon — Wed
11.00 — 11.00 Thurs, Fri & Sat
12.00 - 3.00 7.00-10.30 Sunday

Almost Live Music some of the time

Telephone: 01438-812496
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