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MORE MERGERMISERY
The U.K. used to be dominatgd by five giant brewing companies, those with a market share which far
outstripped even the largest regionalis. Howlver a recent"take over ',ai the top,, has tett us wiitr ;uiifori.
Whitbread is still there and has.even managed to produced some novel beers of late. Carlsberg -Tetley (Allied if you prefer) is
undergoing a reshuffle on which more can be found below. Bass brew one of Britain's greatesi beers and they used to be the
biggest company to boot but their position has been lost. The culprit is the newly forme"d "scottish Courage,; arising from the
takeover of Courage by Scottish & Newcastle - the remaining two national brewers.
The new company now controls something like 30% of the country's beer supply which is 7"h more than second place Bass.
The monopolies and mergers commission ignored calls from

Smiths?

::xi;{i"1Tliifi t? i"!,{,:"r!":,: iHi:?Jl1}ii.l,":*:,'fr | nllied shake up
marke fn l ace  Th i c  i c  r r n l i Lp l r r  r f  hpc f  nn l r r  rmarketplace. This is unlikely at best, only a tiny percent"g" | _, , . 

- --l

of the company's output is'exported - not ruip'rii;;;;;l iu, I 
The brewing giant Allied (the third largest).has announced a

c a n y o u i m a g i n e t r y i n g t o s e l l  S k o l  i n O e n m a r k i " - " ' o ' - - " "  l m a j o r . i n t e r n a l  . r e o r g a n i s . a t i o n . T h i s . w i l l  m e a n t h a t t h e

so what does al this mean for the u"r""guu*d'Herrfordshir" | ;ru':::i'"'a;:l'*x l#t*::lxilifi':J",tj%';jff?l:
p.ub goer? already faced with ris.ing prices, closing hostelries, | +OOO pubs owned UV tn! group will now be controlled by
short  measures and ni trokeg beer.  Wel l ,  the other three l just two companies'-  Al l i ;d Leisure and Al l ied Inns. The
Nationals feeling threatened by the new superbrewer may I Leisure bit wili get most of the branded chains including Bi!
start casting their nets about, looking for likely regionals to I Steak, Scruffy Aiurphy's and the Firkins. The Inns half will
Fry up and so protect their market share. Breweryclosures, | ,u!g on the.less.glamorous parts of thg.estaie although this
beer transfers and job losses would certainly fol low leading I  wi l l  include th"e up market London based chain of
to an even Sreater number.of nat ional ly.  avai lable beers I  Nicholson's free houses. The pubs themselves wi l l  retain
bearing l i t t le resemblancetotheir formerselves..This. isOK i f  I  their  badging and l ivery but ai thoug6 tne-iej ional of f ices
you like the beer but not so good for a competitive industry I will remJin fir the time being Alliei has ad#tted that the
and a decent choice - sigh, anyone for another pint of John I restructuring will cause job loies.

Enjoy a pint at
St. Albans' Oldest Freehouse

Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual guest beers
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THE WHITE HORSE

CASTLE ST. HERTFORD

WE NOW HAVE OUR OWN BREWERY PRODUCING:

SUN RUNNER:4.1o/o
DARK HORSE ALE:3.6%

(AS SERVED tN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS BARS!!)

LONDON PRIDE & HOOK NORTON
AND EVER CHANGING SELECTION OF REAL ALES

FUNCTION/PARTY ROOMS AVAILABLE
UPSTAIRS SMOKE FREE ROOMS PLUS BAR

POLYPINS AND FIRKINS FROM T1 PINT FOR PARTIES
TEL 01992 501950



DOWI\YOURWAY
Renovations & Refurbishments
The Battleaxes and the Hollybush, both Elstree, have closed

for  refurb ishment  as has the King Wi l l iam lV,  St .  A lbans '  In

Hert ford the Woolpack is  being ref i t ted whi le  the Warren
House,  Bengeo,  has c losed but  i ts  fu ture is  uncer ta in.

New Incumbents
The l icensee at  the Bel l ,  London Colney,  has taken over  the

Abbev  Tave rn ,  S t .  A lbans  as  we l l .  New l i censee  a t  t he

Creyhound ,  Bengeo ,  was  fo rmer l y  a t  t he  Whea tshea f ,
Waltham Cross.

Additional Beer Changes
The Haydon Arms,  Oxhey,  is  current ly  us ing just  one hand
pump, serv ing Bass at  f l  .25 a p int .  The Devonshire Arms,

Bushey  Hea th ,  i s  now se l l i ng  Bensk ins  and  Bodd ing tons
w h i l e  t h e  W o o d h a l l  A r m s ,  S t a p l e f o r d ,  h a s  b e e n  d o i n g
Robinson's  Hat ters Mi ld.  The Plume of  Feathers,  Tewin,  has

been  se l l i ng  Ca ledon ian  Deucha rs  IPA  and  the  P r i nce  o f

Wales, Hertingfordbury, has introduced Younger's Best Bitter.

The Sportsman,  Hert ford,  should have star ted sel l ing guest

beers last  month,  Adnams Old and Everards Tiger  are the

first two but watch out for the John Smith's nitrokeg also on

sale!  The Cross Keys at  Gustardwood has been d ishing out

Exmoor Gold.  The Mermaid in  St .  A lbans has reopened and

is now run by Everards of  Leicester .  Stay ing in  St .  A lbans the

Wine & Ale Cafd is  se l l ing Tet ley 's  and Creene King beers,
how many of  you can remember when th is  pub was cal led

the Farmers Boy?
Notices
The external  a l terat ions to the Tap & Spi le ,  St .  A lbans,  have

been carried out but not to a particularly satisfactory extent.
I t  is  real ly  about  the least  the owners could have done under

t h e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  C i v i c  S o c i e t y  a n d  S o u t h  H e r t s

CAMRA.
The Boot ,  s t i l l  St .  A lbans,  wi l l  now NOT be converted in to a

Scruffy Murphy's but wil l be left as it is for the foreseeable
future.  This decis ion marks a v ic tory for  a l l  the in terested
part ies who opposed the a l terat ions namely the c l iente le,

C i v i c  Soc ie t y ,  CAMRA and  l r i sh  commun i t y .  The  pub l i c i t y

and  d i ssens ion  su r round ing  the  p lans  was  l oud  and  th i s  i s
probably the main reason for  Ind Coope's back down,  i t

even got  a ment ion in  the Wal l  Street  Journal !

A GUIDE TO GOOD BEER
October sees the publ icat ion of  the 23rd edi t ion of  the Good

Beer Guide.  In  which CAMRA gives i ts  members select ion of

t he  pubs  th roughou t  t he  U .K .  and  Channe l  l s l ands  where
good beer,  i .e .  real  a le,  proper ly  condi t ioned and d ispensed

i s  t o  b e  f o u n d .  l n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  g u i d e  c o n t a i n s  a

comprehensive l is t  o f  a l l  the brewer ies,  large and smal l ,  and

thei r  regular  real  a les which go in to these pubs,  wi th ar t ic les

re lat ing to a l l  aspects of  beer  in  these is lands '
CAMRA members are somet imes asked "How can I  get  a job

as as of f ic ia l  CAMRA inspector?" .  Wel l ,  you can' t ,  because
the select ion of  the pubs is  made by local  branches.  Ear ly

each year ,  branches wi l l  inv i te  thei r  members to nominate
oubs in thei r  branch area for  considerat ion.  These pubs wi l l

be v is i ted and a l l  be ing wel l ,  deta i led repor ts  prepared.  The
pubs wi l l  then go forward for  se lect ion by vote at  a local

branch meet ing.  Less than 10% of  Hert fordshi re 's  pubs can

be selected for the Good Beer Cuide, so you may be sure

that those that are successful represent the top of the crop.
This method of selection has several advantages. lt reflects
local  taste in  beer  and pubs and is  the resul t  o f  year  long

e x p e r i e n c e ,  n o t  o n e  o r  t w o  i s o l a t e d  v i s i t s  b y  a  s i n g l e

member .  Obv ious l y ,  a t  t he  same t ime  th i s  can  p roduce

va ry ing  s tanda rds  f rom b ranch  to  b ranch  bu t  away  f rom

home i t  is  s t i l l  bet ter  to  sample what  the locals see as thei r

best  pubs d ispensing f i rs t  c lass a le.
What  does one look for  in  a pub to go in  the CBC? Fi rs t ly
the real  a le must  be consistent ly  of  the h ighest  qual i ty  and

TI{EWOOUMAIN
Chapmore End, Ware

Green King Ales direct from the cask

Large Beer Garden

With a new Childrens Play Area
and collection of Exotic Pets

Come and SSSSSee Brian!l

Weekend Barbeques

Phone (01920)'{63143 for details

dispensed in an appropr iate manner.  Beyond that  the pub

i t s e l f  m u s t  o f f e r  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g s  a n d  a m b i a n c e  w h i c h

enables good beer to be appreciated fu l ly .  Tastes vary of

course but  pubs which are l i t t le  more than restaurants or
rave  venues  a re  un l i ke l y  t o  ge t  i n .  The  l and lo rd  o f  a  t i ed
house can only present the beers he is permitted to stock as
wel l  as he can unless he is  ent i t led to sel l  a  guest  beer .  On
the  o the r  hand  a  genu ine l y  f r ee  house  wh ich  s tocks  on l y
beers avai lable throughout  the local i ty  is  fa i l ing to make the
b e s t  u s e  o f  f r e e d o m . a n d  s h o u l d  b e  m a r k e d  d o w n
accordingly .  Despi te these cr i ter ia  you can rest  assured that

the Guide conta ins pubs sui table for  whatever  the occasion.
l f  you enyoy reading the Hert fordshi re Newslet ter  you should
f ind a great  deal  to  in terest  you in the Good Beer Guide.  You

may  be  read ing  th i s  i n  a  pub  wh ich  i s  i n  t he  1996  ed i t i on ,  i n
which case the landlord may have copies for  sa le (possib ly

at  a keenly compet i t ive pr ice) .  Bet ter  s t i l l ,  why not  jo in the
5 0 , 0 0 0  p l u s  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C a m p a i g n  a n d  g e t  a l l  t h e
advantages of  membership inc luding the Good Beer Cuide
at  a reduced pr ice.
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THE A TO Z OF BREWING
Heavy

Hefe

Hogshead

Hops

l n fus ion

IPA

Juniper berr ies

Keg beer

Ko lsch

K r i e k

LaSer

Lambrc

L igh t  A le

L iquo r

Mash

Mal t ing

M i l d

Ninety  sh i l l i ngs

Nitrokeg

Quin ine  bark

Scottish term for 7O/- ale.

Cerman prefix meaning yeast indicating a
sedemented beer, e.g HefeWeiss - wheat
beer with yeast held in suspension.

A 54 gal lon cask.

A relative of cannabis which is added
to the wort in order to imPart

bitterness and aroma to beer. Some
brewers use hop pellets and a few

(including Greene King) use hops oi l .

Simplest form of mashing beer, in
which grains are soaked in water.

lndia Pale Ale. The term or iginal ly
applied to high gravity, heavily hopped
ale which was capable of
surviving a sea voyage to India.
Today it usually applies to a low Sravity,
l ight ly hopped ale which is
incapable of surviving the journey
from the cellar to the bar. American

brewers stil l brew real lPA.

Traditional ingredient for the brewing of
sath i .

Beer which has been filtered and
pasteurised. l t  is chi l led and served using
carbon dioxide and/or nitrogen to mask
its lack of taste.

Dry, fruity golden ale brewed in and
around Cologne in Cermany.

Belgium lambic with added cherr ies.

The Cerman word for'to store'. The
term is generally applied to bottom

fermenting beer. Lagers brewed in
Bri tain (often under l icense)tend to bear

l i t t le resemblance to the or iginal  thing
brewed in Bohemia and
Cermany

A Belgium beer brewed with spon-
taneous fermentation from wild yeast.
Lauter tun Vessel used to run the wort off
from the mash in order to clarify it.

The English term for bitter in a bottle.

The brewing term for water.

The process of releasing malt sugars
by soaking grains in water.

The process of steeping barley grains
in water until they partially germinate

and then drying them in a ki ln.

A l ight ly hopped Engl ish ale which is
usual ly low in strength and dark in
colour.  Mi ld is under threat from low
turnover due to i ts 'northern working
class image'.  Drink i t  before i t

disappears.

Scottish term for strong ale.

The new generation of keg beers
served using nitrogen to give the lifeless
beer a thick, creamv head.

Spice occasional ly used in more exot ic
brews.

FRUITY BEERS
September saw the launch of two seasonal beers; one by
Creen King and the other by McMullens. In both cases they
decided to enhance the subtle fruity taste inherant in many
Real Ales brewed from malted barley by adding extra fruity
sweetners to the brew.

Green King produced "Mad Judge" with a 4.2o/o abv and
added cranberry juice to the brew to give the beer flavour,
colour and aroma reminiscent of Autumn frui ts.  Personal ly I
found the fruit flavour tended to overpower any bitter finish
but never the less a pleasant dr inkable ale.

McMullens produced "strong Russet Ale" with a 5.5% abv
and added pure Hertfordshire honey to the brew to give the
russett glow of Autumn. I found the beer to have a dry bitter
tas te  w i th  bar ley  w ine  over tones  and very  l i t t le  head
r e t e n t i o n .  Y e t  a g a i n  a  p l e a s a n t  d r i n k  b u t  a t  5 . 5 %  a b v
definetly not a session beer.

Both brewers are to be congratulated in their  cont inuing
suppor t  to  the  Rea l  A le  cause by  produc ing  ye t  aga in
different style beers to interest the palates of keen Real Ale
drinkers.

LET'S @ TO THE HOP
The Engl ish hop crop has been in decl ine for many years'
There  were  two pr imary  reasons .  One,  the  p lan ts  were
attacked by diseases that reduced the yield so much that
growing them became less profitable. Two, stiff competition
from European producers who had more efficient farms and
paid their  workers less. The result  was an increasing number
of Br i t ish breweries (a notable except ion being McMullen)
buying their  hops abroad.

Fortunately, the trend could soon start reversing thanks to the
efforts of plant breeders in Kent. They have succeeded in
producing a dwarf hop plant which could restore the Engl ish
grower 's  compet i t i ve  advantage a t  a  s t roke .  The dwar f
vers ion  does  no t  requ i re  the  cos t ly  te legraph po le  s ty le
suppor t  tha t  the  ta l l  k ind  does .  The c rop  can be  moved
around the f ie lds more frequent ly so avoiding disease bui ld
u p  a n d  b e s t  o f  a l l ,  h a r v e s t i n g  c a n  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t
m e c h a n i c a l l y .  N o t  n e e d i n g  t o  e m p l o y  a n  a r m y  o f  h o p
pickers each year helps cut costs which can be passed on to
the brewers, an hopefully you the drinker!

THE LORDSHIP ARMS
TsB INN IN Tsn Srrcrs

Benington Nr Stevenage.
formerly The Cricketers

REAL ALE OASIS for the DISCERNING
DRINKER

Youngs Special, Fullers ESB
everchanging guest beers from independent
and Micro Breweries also Traditional Cider

Homemade Bar Food served DailY
Two Course Sundav Roast f'5.95

A Pub worth finding

Telephone 01438-8 69665



BRANCH DIARY
HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
Tuesday 3rd  October  -  Redbourn  survey  soc ia l ,  s ta r t  a t
Hol lybush B.00pm.
Tuesday 24th October -  Branch Meeting, Tap & Spi le,  St.
Albans, B.00pm.
Tuesday 31st October - Conkers match, Lower Red Lion, St.
Albans, B.00pm. Tuesday 21st November -  Branch Meeting,
Maypofe, Waterend, 8.00pm. Contact:  Bob Norr ish; 01582
763133 x2554(w)  01582 769923(h)

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
Contact: Pau[ Coard 01462 437749 (d\

WATFORD & DISTR'CT ERANCH
W e d n e s d a y  4 t h  O c t o b e r  -  S o c i a l  a t  M i l l  E n d ,
Rickmansworth, 9.00pm Whip & Col lar,  10.00pm the Tree.
Tuesday 1Oth October -  Social  at  Oxhey, 9.00pm Rai lway
Arms, 1 0.00pm Victoria.

Wednesday 18th October - Social at the Black Boy, Bushey
Heath, 9.00pm.

Wednesday 25th October -  1996 Good Beer Cuide launch
at the land of Liberty, Heronsgate, 9.00pm.
Thursday  2nd November  -  Soc ia l  a t  Batchwor th  Heath ,
B.30pm Prince Of Wales, 9.15pm Ye Olde Creene Manne.

Tuesday 7th November - Social at Abbots Langley, 9.00pm
Royal Oak, 1 0.00pm Unicorn.

W e d n e s d a y  1 5 t h  N o v e m b e r  -  R i c k m a n s w o r t h  s o c i a l ,
B . 3 0 p m  C o a c h  &  H o r s e s , 9 . 3 0 p m  F o x  &  H o u n d s .
Wednesday 22nd November -  Social  at  the Vi l l iers Arms,
Oxhey, 9.00pm.

Wednesday 6th December - Breweriana Auction at the West
Herts. Sports Club, Auction starts at B.00pm. Contact: Tony
Smi th  01923 221155

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS
C o n t a c t s :  C r a h a m  D a r b y ,  0 1 2 7 9  4 1 5 8 9 5 ( h )  o r  D e r e k
Wisdom, 01279 414200(h).

MID-CHITTERNS BRANCH
Contact:  Chris Pont in 01494 78624(w),01494 775409(h).

ALt HERTS. LIAISON MEETING
Monday October 16th at CAMRA HQ on Hatf ield Rd.,  St
Albans B.30pm. South Hert fordshire Branch host ing.

NEW BEERS
The f i rs t  week in August  saw the annual  ext ravaganza that  is

CAMRA's Great  Br i t ish Beer Fest iva l .  Once again return ing

to London's Olvmpia which looks l ike being i ts  home for  the

next few years. An attendance figure of over 42,000 was
comparabte with the record hrreaking levels of last year so
the tube disruption seemed to discourage few people from
making the journey.

As usual  the nat ional  press hardly  bothered to at tend in
person and t rot ted out  the t i red o ld c l ichds about  bel l ies,
beards and sandals (and that  was iust  the women!)  which
did nobody any favours.  Thei r  preoccupat ion wi th wine as
being the dr ink of  the cul tured few is  snobbish at  best  and
outr ight  arrogant  at  worst .  I  th ink next  year  l ' l l  a t tend wi th a
Champagne f lu te -  should make a l l  the d i f ference.

The Greyhound (Free House)
St. Ippollitts Nr. Hitchin Tel: O1462 440989

REALALE & REAL FOOD
Snacks and Meals

ROAST BEEF SUNDAY LUNCH
- worth travelling for

3 Beers + Boddingtons Mild
BED & BREAKFAST (ensuite)

Traditional English Music

Datchworth
(formerly Inn on the Green)

Hertfordshire's le ading pura eyor of
Real Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 1095 ales from ovet 267 brewers

Horne made food aaailable eaery
Lunchtime & Eaening

Opening Times:
11.00 - 3.00 5.00 - 11.00 Mon - Wed

11.00 - 11.00 Thurs, Fri & Sat
12.00 - 3.00 7.00 - 10.30 Sunday

Almost Liue Music some of the time

Telephone: 01438-812496
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