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EEC THREATENS GUEST REALATE
The Guest Real Ale that some Tied Public Houses are allowed to stock is under threat from Brussels as
other European Erewers have obje-cted, claiming-that the insistence on Draught Real Ale which they do
not produce excludes them and is therefore an unfair trading practice.
This idea is without foundation and shows a complete lack of understanding of the Brit ish l icensed trade. No
other Country in Europe offers such a widespread choice of products and Brit ish beers are not readily
avai lable in the EEC. The Cuest Real  Ale Pol icy has been very helpful  in support ing Independent and
smaller Micro Brewers get their beers into the Major Brewers Tied houses on a regular basis. This is good for
the consumer and has had no effect on the sales of imported pasteurised Lagers from Europe.
Several things could happen:

The Guest Draught Real ale policy of 1989 could be scrapped.
The law might be widened to allow any type of Draught Beer from any source.
Don't forget that every British brewer large and small brews real ale so the law is fair to every producer.

Make your views known by writ ing to:
MEP's 2 Queens Cate, London SWl H 9AA
MP's House of Commons, London SWl A 0AA
EC L Conzales Vaque, Head of Unit DGXV European Commission, Rue de la Loi  200,Brussels,B1049

Belg ium.
YOUR CUEST BEER COULD

St Albans 25th Anniversary Beer Festival 1Oth -t 2th October 1996
For a Full Report and list of Events just turn this Page
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Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual guest beers
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DOWNYOURWAY
Amwell (Wheathampstead): The Elephant & Castle was
acquired in September by Marston, Thompson and Evershed
of Burton upon Trent with the previous owner staying on as
a Tenant. The first beers available were Marston's Bitter and
Ped igree  and Banks 's  Mi ld .  l t  i s  unders tood tha t  Head
B r e w e r s  C h o i c e  a n d  o t h e r  g u e s t  b e e r s  w i l l  s o o n  b e
available. Enquiries to the Brewery as to whether they will
be buying further pubs in Hertfordshire stil l awaits reply!
Cuffley: The Cuffley Hotel is still closeci and it is reported
that work has been delayed due to structural problems.
Harpenden: The Cross Keys has new licensee's.
Hertford: The Three Tuns had re-opened after refurbishment
selling Creenalls bitter and Original bitter, Worthington best
bitter, Flowers Original and Ringwood Old Thumper. lt is
understood that the 2 casks at the back of the bar are empty
and that beer from the cellar is dispensed through them by
an air pressure pump.

St Albans: The Farmers Boy previously the Wine & Ale Cafe
has reopened as a Free house. The landlord has moved from
the Red Cow,  Harpenden.  H is  b rewing  equ ipment  w i l l
hopeful ly be moving to St Albans soon. Harpenden Best
Bitter is on sale perhaps this will then become St Albans Best
Bitter.
We would l ike to welcome back Esther and Paul to the
Garibaldi ,  they moved on after nine months at the Pub
earl ier this year and have now returned to take over as
l icensees.
The Slug & Lettuce London Road has been acquired by Bass
from Allied. lt is proposed to convert it into an O'Neills lrish
Pub, which wi l l  involve extending the premises. l t  seems
unl ikely that a campaign wi l l  be launched in object ion as

happened when the Boot circa 15 Century was under threat
of becoming a Scruffy Murphy's. The Slug & Lettuce was
previously Scott's Wine Bar and before that a shop, the
n a m e ' i s  j u s t  a n o t h e r  c o r p o r a t e  l o g o  o f  n o  h i s t o r i c a l
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  o f  n o
architectural merit in keeping with existing O'Neills Bars.
A p p l i c a t i b n s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  t o  c o n v e r t  t h e  v a c a n t
Electr ic i ty showroom in Forrester House and Chubbies
restaurant into Pubs. (more Pubs in St Albans? watch this
space)
Shenley: The White Horse is due for new l icensees.The
tenancy of the Queen Adelaide has changed,the Pub has
been refurbished and we welcome Karen and Dick wishing
them all the best with their new premises.
Tewin: The Plume & Feathers will have new managers from
Friday 13th September.
Water End (North Mimms): Mildred and Roy Schofield are
leaving the Maypole this month (October). They have been
at  the  pub s ince  19BZ and prev ious ly  ran  the  Duke o f
Mar fborough St  A lbans  fo r  2  years  fo r  Bensk ins .  The
Maypole was bought by Greene King in July 1990 where
their beers have been served in excellent condition gaining
entry in every Cood Beer Cuide since then.
It is understood that they will be moving to the Watford area
and not returning to their native Oldham.
The South Herts Branch would like to thank you both for
your  suppor t  and hosp i ta l i t y  and w ish  you we l l  fo r  the
future. "Nicely Done".
Watford: The Pennant, Watford Junction station is closed
until December as it is being converted into a Firkin Pub.
Creene King has opened a new Cafe Bar in Watford High
Street called the Old Westminster.( it used to be a Bank)
This is the fourth new Pub in the High Street perhaps they
shouldn' t  have shut al l  the old ones.
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Since 1799 the  name Gteene K ing  has  been s -vnonymous * ' i th  f ine  a les ,
Over  a l . l  those,vears ,  we 've  f ie rce l ; -  de fended our  independer rce  and our
hrerv ing  t rad i t ions .  [ t  means we 've  been ab le  to  cons is ten t ly  p roduce some o f
the  f ines t  a les  in  the  count r ! ' .  We haven ' t  so ld  o r r t .  l l u t  our  beers  o f ten  do  .

TJP-.-PE&V
Watton Road, Datchworth, Herts SGg 6T8

Hertfordshire's le a.d,ing pura ey or of
Real Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 1325 ales from over 306 brewers

Introducing our House Ales
Five Hides Bitter 4.0Vo ABY

Hop Pit Bitter 4.5Vo ABY

Hom,e ma.de food an:ailable eaery
Lunehtim,e & Eaening until TOpm

All d,ay Sunday until9.SOpm

Opening Times:
11.00 - 3.00 5.00 - 11.00 Mon - Wed

11.00 - 11.00 Thurs, Fri & Sat
12.00 - 10.30 Sunday

Alm.ost Liue Music some of the time

Telephone: 01438-812496



ST ALBANS BEER FESTIVAT
Between Thursday 1Oth and Saturday 12th October 1996 St Albans will be host to the CAMRA
25th Anniversary Beer Festival the event will be held in the St Albans ARENA and is a joint
venture with the St Albans Lions, the City & District Council and the Campaign.

Opening hours for the Festival will be:

Thursday 12.00noon - 3pm & 5pm - 10.30pm

Friday & Saturday 11am - 3pm & 5.30pm - 10.30pm

The Fest iva l  can boast  the largest  number of  Commemorat ive Ales ever
assembled, many being brewed for the first time especially for
t he  Even t .  McMu l l ens  o f  He r t f o rd  t he  Coun t i es  o l des t
Independent Brewer, have produced CAMRA 25th Anniversary
Bitter ABV 5% and Banks & Taylor of Shefford have brewed
Festival Beer ABV 6%. fhe Lytton Arms at Knebworth has its
own Mil lenium Brewery and wil l  have XXV ( Roman for 25),

Shardlow brewery in Derbyshire inspired by Julius Caesar is producing The
Nones of October instead of the ldes of March. Wild Worms is being
brewed by Wi lds of  Huddersf ie ld  Worms is  St  A lbans twin town.  The
Harpenden Brewery which will shortly be moving to St Albans has one of
the hardest tasks, brewing as one of its contributions, the countries weakest

beer at 2.3 To ABV. There will be many more with names such as First Martyr,
Gladiator, Centurion and Emperor.

Every Champion Beer of Britain wil l  also be available as part of the incredible
range of Real Ale, Cider, Perry and Foreign Beers.

It is inevitable that certain sessions will he very busy so. purchase your entry
tickets in advance and by-pass the queues.

Contact: Geoff Harrison
53 Salisbury Avenue
St Albans ALI4TZ

Prices are: Lunchtime Thursday €1.50 Friday/Saturday f2
Evening Thursday to Saturday f3
CAMRA/ Lions Members fl reduction on all sessions.
Season Ticket ( All Sessions) fl2
CAMRA / Lions Members €6.

Cheques should be made payable to St Albans Anniversary Beer Festival. Please enclose a S.A.E.

We still need more staff to make the festival a success, even if you can only spare a small amount of time it will
make all the difference please contact Phil Defriez 01727 B42B3B.

THE LORDSHIP ARMS
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Benington Nr Stevenage.
formerly The Cricketers

' REAL ALE OASIS for the
DISCERNING DRINKER

Youngs Special, Fullers ESB
everchanging guest beers from

independent
and Micro Breweries also Traditional

Cider
Homemade Bar Food served Daily
Two Course Sunday Roast f5.95

A Pub worth finding

Telephone 01438-869665

WATFORD BREWERIANA
AUCTION
The Watford and Distr ict  Branch wi l l  be
holding their  annual  Breweriania Auct ion
at the West Herts Sports and Social Club,
Park Avenue, Watford on Wednesday 6th
November.  The Auct ion wi l l  s tar t  at  Bpm
with viewing of Lots from 7.30pm.

Among the i tems this year are a Benskins
B icentenary  ch ina  mug,  a  Bensk ins  Soda
syphon, a Youngs Wheat Beer pump cl ip
(o r ig ina l  des ign)  and  a  Barc lay  Perk ins
brewery ash tray as well as the usual mix of
books, glasses, pump clips and trays.



BRANCH DIARY
HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
Saturday 5th October, 25th Anniversary Parade of Drays
start 11 o'clock St Albans City Station Car Park.
T h u r s d a y  l O t h  - S a t u r d a y  1 2 t h  O c t o b e r ,  S t  A l b a n s
Anniversary Beer Festival, Alban Arena.
Tuesday 15 th  October ,  Branch meet ing  CAMRA HQ St
Albans.
Wednesday 23rd October, Brewery Trip to Greene King,
Bury St Edmunds.
Tuesday 29th October, Conkers Match Lower Red Lion St
Albans.
Tuesday .l9th November , Branch Meeting, White Horse,
Hertford.
Contac t :  Bob Nor r ish ;  01582 763133 x2554(w)  01582
76e923(h)
WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Wednesday 2nd October, Skittles evening at the Kings Head,
Hunton Bridge,B.3Opm.
W e d n e s d a y  ' l 6 t h  O c t o b e r ,  M e t  P o l i c e  S o c i a l  C l u b ,
A ldenham Road,  Bushey,B.30pm,  Old  Red L ion ,  Nor th
Bushey 1Opm.
Wednesday 23rd October, CBG Launch Black Boy, Bushey,
8 .3Opm.
Wednesday 3Oth October, social at Black Horse, Chorley
Wood,9pm.
Wednesday 6th November, Breweriana Auction at the West
Her ts  Spor ts  &  Soc ia l  C lub ,  8pm s tar t ,  v iew ing  f rom
7.3Opm.
Tuesday 12th November, CBC Social  at  the Compasses,
Abbots Langley,8.3Opm.
Monday 18th November, Watford Heath Social :  8.30pm,
RoyalOak, 9.30pm, l-oad of Hay.
Wednesday 27th November, Croxley
Hounds, 1 0pm Sportsman.
Contact :Tony Smith 01923- 221155
NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH

s o c i a l :  9 p m  F o x  &

Wednesday 2nd October Branch Meeting, Boot, Kimpton.
Friday 11th October,  Joint Social  with East Beds Branch, St
A lbans  Beer  Fes t iva l .  (Coach Tr ip /  Book  w i th  Branch
Contact). Wednesday 16th October, North Hertfordshire Pub
of the Year 1996, Maidens Head, Whitwell ( Mini bus / Book
with Branch Contact).
Wednesday 30th October, Joint social with St.Neots,meet at
Coach & Horses, Royston.
Wednesday 6th November, Fullers Brewery Trip, Contact
Chris 01438-743243.
Wednesday 13th Novernber, Branch Social, Bird in Hand,
Bull, Gosmore then Red Lion, Preston.
Friday 22nd November, Belgium Beer night,  .18 Walnut
Way, lckleford. Book with Brian 01462-455976.
Wednesday 27th November Branch Meeting (  1998 GBG
Nominations) Lytton Arms, Old Knebworth Bpm.
Contact:  Col leen Hol iday 01462730 975 (h)

HERTS.ESSEX BORDERS
Contac ts :  Bar ry  Pegram/Lou Co les  01  279 B64OBO(h)  o r
Derek Wisdom, 01 279 41 4200(h).
MID-CHITTERNS BRANCH
Contact: Chris Pontin 01494 78624(w), 01494 775409(h).
REGIONAI MEETING Saturday 30th November, Black Boy,
Burv St Edmunds.

I\[EW REAL ALE IN
HERTFORDSHIRE GUIDE
IAUNCHED
For any serious drinker who lives or works in Hertfordshire,
the new 1996 edition of the Hertfordshire Guide To Real
AIeis a "must buy".  Within i ts 132 pages are l isted al l  the
900-plus pubs in the county, with an address, telephone
n u m b e r ,  a  l i s t  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f f e r e d ,  a n d  a  b r i e f
description of each. Even the keg-only pubs get a mention
along the way.
Researched over a 12-month period by act ive members
from the five CAMRA branches in Hertfordshire, the new
guide is by far the most comprehensive to the county ever
undertaken.
It has been edited by South Herts member, Roger Filler,
who also produced the last guide just over tvvo years ago.
"l was very conscious that we had to pull all the stops out
to make the 1996 guide the best yet. There were a number
of errors in the last edition and while mistakes will always
c r e e p  i n t o  a  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s i z e ,  I  h a v e  t r i e d  t o
el iminate most of them this t ime around."
New to the 1996 Cuide are the pictogram symbols used in
CAMRA's beer bible,  the Good Beer Guide. " l  had a
number of requests for these rather than the let ters to
indicate each pub's facilities," says Roger. "At a glance you
can tell whether a pub has a garden, pub gambs or, new to
this guide, disabled faci l i t ies."
There are over 20 town maps in the new guide, showing
where individual pubs are si tuated and the f ly-out back
cover features a county map.
Throughout the new publication are photographs of many
of the county'  s pubs together with smal l  biographies of
long-lost defunct breweries. On a lighter note scattered in
between the individual entr ies are a number of famous
verses and quotations on beer and brewing. The additional
ed i to r ia l  w i l l  a lso  le t  purchasers  know more  about  the
Campaign, its objectives, where it is going, and where it
has been. For only f .3.75 f t  is an absolute bargain.
It seems the drinking population of Hertfordshire agrees,
a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h e  n e w  g u i d e s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n
snapped up by discerning dr inkers in the f i rst  month of
publication. "lt 's even got a beerproof, wipe-clean cover,"
says Roger.  " l  th ink this t ime round we have thought of
practical ly everyth ing."

The'new 1996 Hertfordshire Guide To Real Ale is
avai lable from discerning pubs and bookshops across
Hertfordshire. lf you still can't find a copy do not despair.
fust send a cheque tor 84.25 to Paul Ruane, 15 Turpins
Close, Hertford, SGl4 2EH, and he'll send you a copy by
return of post. Cheques to be made payable to "CAMRA
Herts Campaigning Fund".
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