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EEC THREATENS GUEST REAL ALE

The Guest Real Ale that some Tied Public Houses are allowed to stock is under threat from Brussels as
other European Brewers have objected, claiming that the insistence on Draught Real Ale which they do
not produce excludes them and is therefore an unfair trading practice.

This idea is without foundation and shows a complete lack of understanding of the British licensed trade. No
other Country in Europe offers such a widespread choice of products and British beers are not readily
available in the EEC. The Guest Real Ale Policy has been very helpful in supporting Independent and
smaller Micro Brewers get their beers into the Major Brewers Tied houses on a regular basis. This is good for
the consumer and has had no effect on the sales of imported pasteurised Lagers from Europe.

Several things could happen:
The Guest Draught Real ale policy of 1989 could be scrapped.
The law might be widened to allow any type of Draught Beer from any source.
Don't forget that every British brewer large and small brews real ale so the law is fair to every producer.

Make your views known by writing to:

MEP’s 2 Queens Gate, London SW1H 9AA

MP’s  House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

EC L Gonzales Vaque, Head of Unit DGXV, European Commission, Rue de la Loi 200,Brussels,B1049
Belgium.

YOUR GUEST BEER COULD BE FOSTERS LAGER OR CASTLEMAINE XXXX

St Albans 25th Anniversary Beer Festival 10th -12th October 1996
For a Full Report and list of Events just turn this Page

THE WHITE HORSE
Enjoyapint at CASTLE STREET

St. Albans’ Oldest Freehouse HERTFORD
A True 501950

DARK HORSE BREWIIIG CO.

OURBREWERY NMOVE IS MEARLY OVER!

Excellent range of regu|ar ales WE SHALL HAVE OURFULL SELECTIOMN
OT BLLRS HERL AT THE BRCWERY TAP.
and unusual guest beers In ADDITION TO 100'S OF GUEST BEERS.

we also supply draft beer for parties etfc.




DOWN YOUR WAY

Amwell (Wheathampstead): The Elephant & Castle was
acquired in September by Marston, Thompson and Evershed
of Burton upon Trent with the previous owner staying on as
a Tenant. The first beers available were Marston’s Bitter and
Pedigree and Banks’s Mild. It is understood that Head
Brewers Choice and other guest beers will soon be
available. Enquiries to the Brewery as to whether they will
be buying further pubs in Hertfordshire still awaits reply!

Cuffley: The Cuffley Hotel is still closed and it is reported
that work has been delayed due to structural problems.

Harpenden: The Cross Keys has new licensee’s.

Hertford: The Three Tuns had re-opened after refurbishment
selling Greenalls bitter and Original bitter, Worthington best
bitter, Flowers Original and Ringwood Old Thumper. It is
understood that the 2 casks at the back of the bar are empty
and that beer from the cellar is dispensed through them by
an air pressure pump.

St Albans: The Farmers Boy previously the Wine & Ale Cafe
has reopened as a Free house. The landlord has moved from
the Red Cow, Harpenden. His brewing equipment will
hopefully be moving to St Albans soon. Harpenden Best
Bitter is on sale perhaps this will then become St Albans Best
Bitter.

We would like to welcome back Esther and Paul to the
Garibaldi, they moved on after nine months at the Pub
earlier this year and have now returned to take over as
licensees.

The Slug & Lettuce London Road has been acquired by Bass
from Allied. It is proposed to convert it into an O’Neills Irish
Pub, which will involve extending the premises. It seems
unlikely that a campaign will be launched in objection as
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Watton Road, Datchworth, Herts SG3 6TB

Hertfordshire’s leading purveyor of
Real Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 1325 ales from over 306 brewers

Introducing our House Ales
Five Hides Bitter 4.0% ABV
Hop Pit Bitter 4.5% ABV

Home made food available every
Lunchtime & Evening until 10pm
All day Sunday until 9.30pm

Opening Times:
11.00 - 3.00 5.00-11.00 Mon — Wed
11.00 — 11.00 Thurs, Fri & Sat
12.00 - 10.30 Sunday

Almost Live Music some of the time

Telephone: 01438-812496

happened when the Boot circa 15 Century was under threat
of becoming a Scruffy Murphy’s. The Slug & Lettuce was
previously Scott’s Wine Bar and before that a shop, the
name ‘is just another corporate logo of no historical
significance. The interior of the building is of no
architectural merit in keeping with existing O’Neills Bars.
Applications have been made to convert the vacant
Electricity showroom in Forrester House and Chubbies
restaurant into Pubs. (more Pubs in St Albans? watch this
space)

Shenley: The White Horse is due for new licensees.The
tenancy of the Queen Adelaide has changed,the Pub has
been refurbished and we welcome Karen and Dick wishing
them all the best with their new premises.

Tewin: The Plume & Feathers will have new managers from
Friday 13th September. ;

Water End (North Mimms): Mildred and Roy Schofield are
leaving the Maypole this month (October). They have been
at the pub since 1987 and previously ran the Duke of
Marlborough St Albans for 2 years for Benskins. The
Maypole was bought by Greene King in July 1990 where
their beers have been served in excellent condition gaining
entry in every Good Beer Guide since then.

It is understood that they will be moving to the Watford area
and not returning to their native Oldham.

The South Herts Branch would like to thank you both for
your support and hospitality and wish you well for the
future. “Nicely Done”.

Watford: The Pennant, Watford Junction station is closed
until December as it is being converted into a Firkin Pub.
Greene King has opened a new Cafe Bar in Watford High
Street called the Old Westminster ( it used to be a Bank)
This is the fourth new Pub in the High Street perhaps they
shouldn’t have shut all the old ones.
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Since 1799 the name (Greene King has been synonymous with fipe ales.
Over all those vears, we've fiercely defended our independence and our
brewing traditions. It means we've been able to consistently produce some of
the finest ales in the country. We haven't sold out. But our beers often do.



ST ALBANS BEER FESTIVAL

Between Thursday 10th and Saturday 12th October 1996 St Albans will be host to the CAMRA
25th Anniversary Beer Festival the event will be held in the St Albans ARENA and is a joint
venture with the St Albans Lions, the City & District Council and the Campaign.

Opening hours for the Festival will be:
Thursday 12.00noon - 3pm & 5pm - 10.30pm
Friday & Saturday 11am - 3pm & 5.30pm - 10.30pm

The Festival can boast the largest number of Commemorative Ales ever
assembled, many being brewed for the first time especially for
the Event. McMullens of Hertford the Counties oldest
Independent Brewer, have produced CAMRA 25th Anniversary
Bitter ABV 5% and Banks & Taylor of Shefford have brewed
Festival Beer ABV 6%. The Lytton Arms at Knebworth has its
own Millenium Brewery and will have XXV ( Roman for 25),
Shardlow brewery in Derbyshire inspired by Julius Caesar is producing The
Nones of October instead of the Ides of March. Wild Worms is being
brewed by Wilds of Huddersfield Worms is St Albans twin town. The
Harpenden Brewery which will shortly be moving to St Albans has one of
the hardest tasks, brewing as one of its contributions, the countries weakest
beer at 2.3 % ABV. There will be many more with names such as First Martyr,
Gladiator, Centurion and Emperor.

Every Champion Beer of Britain will also be available as part of the incredible
range of Real Ale, Cider, Perry and Foreign Beers.

It is inevitable that certain sessions will be very busy so_purchase your entry
tickets in advance and by-pass the queues.

Contact: Geoff Harrison
53 Salisbury Avenue
St Albans ALl 4TZ

Prices are: Lunchtime Thursday £1.50 Friday/Saturday £2
Evening Thursday to Saturday £3
CAMRA/ Lions Members £1 reduction on all sessions.
Season Ticket ( All Sessions) £12
CAMRA / Lions Members £6.

Cheques should be made payable to St Albans Anniversary Beer Festival. Please enclose a S.A.E.

We still need more staff to make the festival a success, even if you can only spare a small amount of time it will
make all the difference please contact Phil Defriez 01727 842838.

THE LORDSHIP ARMS

WATFORD BREWERIANA

AUCTION

The Watford and District Branch will be
holding their annual Breweriania Auction
at the West Herts Sports and Social Club,
Park Avenue, Watford on Wednesday 6th
November. The Auction will start at 8pm
with viewing of Lots from 7.30pm.

Among the items this year are a Benskins
~ Bicentenary china mug, a Benskins Soda
syphon, a Youngs Wheat Beer pump clip
(original design) and a Barclay Perkins
brewery ash tray as well as the usual mix of
books, glasses, pump clips and trays.

THE INN IN THE STICKS

Benington Nr Stevenage.
formerly The Cricketers

REAL ALE OASIS for the
DISCERNING DRINKER

Youngs Special, Fullers ESB
everchanging guest beers from
independent
and Micro Breweries also Traditional
Cider

Homemade Bar Food served Daily
Two Course Sunday Roast £5.95

A Pub worth finding
Telephone 01438-869665




BRANCH DIARY

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH

Saturday 5th October, 25th Anniversary Parade of Drays
start 11 o’clock St Albans City Station Car Park.
Thursday 10th -Saturday 12th October,
Anniversary Beer Festival, Alban Arena.
Tuesday 15th October, Branch meeting CAMRA HQ St
Albans.

Wednesday 23rd October, Brewery Trip to Greene King,
Bury St Edmunds.

Tuesday 29th October, Conkers Match Lower Red Lion St
Albans.

Tuesday 19th November ,
Hertford.

Contact: Bob Norrish; 01582 763133 x2554(w
769923(h)

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH

Wednesday 2nd October, Skittles evening at the Kings Head,
Hunton Bridge,8.30pm.

Wednesday 16th October, Met Police Social Club,
Aldenham Road, Bushey,8.30pm, Old Red Lion, North
Bushey 10pm.

Wednesday 23rd October, GBG Launch Black Boy, Bushey,
8.30pm.

Wednesday 30th October, social at Black Horse, Chorley
Wood, 9pm.

Wednesday 6th November, Breweriana Auction at the West
Herts Sports & Social Club, 8pm start, viewing from
7.30pm.

Tuesday 12th November, GBG Social at the Compasses,
Abbots Langley,8.30pm.

Monday 18th November, Watford Heath Social: 8.30pm,
Royal Oak, 9.30pm, Load of Hay.

Wednesday 27th November, Croxley social: 9pm Fox &
Hounds, 10pm Sportsman.

Contact :Tony Smith 01923- 221155

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH

Wednesday 2nd October Branch Meeting, Boot, Kimpton.
Friday 11th October, Joint Social with East Beds Branch, St
Albans Beer Festival. (Coach Trip/ Book with Branch
Contact). Wednesday 16th October, North Hertfordshire Pub
of the Year 1996, Maidens Head, Whitwell ( Mini bus / Book
with Branch Contact).

Wednesday 30th October, Joint social with St.Neots,meet at
Coach & Horses, Royston.

Wednesday 6th November, Fullers Brewery Trip, Contact
Chris 01438-743243.

Wednesday 13th November, Branch Social, Bird in Hand,
Bull, Gosmore then Red Lion, Preston.

Friday 22nd November, Belgium Beer night, 18 Walnut
Way, Ickleford. Book with Brian 01462-455976.

Wednesday 27th November Branch Meeting ( 1998 GBG
Nominations) Lytton Arms, Old Knebworth 8pm.

Contact: Colleen Holiday 01462 730 975 (h)

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS
Contacts: Barry Pegram/Lou Coles 01279 864080(h) or
Derek Wisdom, 01279 414200(h).

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH
Contact: Chris Pontin 01494 78624(w), 01494 775409(h).

REGIONAL MEETING Saturday 30th November, Black Boy,
Bury St Edmunds.

St Albans

Branch Meeting, White Horse,

) 01582

NEW REAL ALE IN
HERTFORDSHIRE GUIDE
LAUNCHED

For any serious drinker who lives or works in Hertfordshire,
the new 1996 edition of the Hertfordshire Guide To Real
Ale is a “must buy”. Within its 132 pages are listed all the
900-plus pubs in the county, with an address, telephone
number, a list of the facilities offered, and a brief
description of each. Even the keg-only pubs get a mention
along the way.

Researched over a 12-month period by active members
from the five CAMRA branches in Hertfordshire, the new
guide is by far the most comprehensive to the county ever
undertaken.

It has been edited by South Herts member, Roger Filler,
who also produced the last guide just over two years ago.
“I was very conscious that we had to pull all the stops out
to make the 1996 guide the best yet. There were a number
of errors in the last edition and while mistakes will always
creep into a publication of this size, | have tried to
eliminate most of them this time around.”

New to the 1996 Guide are the pictogram symbols used in
CAMRA’s beer bible, the Good Beer Guide. “l had a
number of requests for these rather than the letters to
indicate each pub’s facilities,” says Roger. “At a glance you
can tell whether a pub has a garden, pub games or, new to
this guide, disabled facilities.”

There are over 20 town maps in the new guide, showing
where individual pubs are situated and the fly-out back
cover features a county map.

Throughout the new publication are photographs of many
of the county’ s pubs together with small biographies of
long-lost defunct breweries. On a lighter note scattered in
between the individual entries are a number of famous
verses and quotations on beer and brewing. The additional
editorial will also let purchasers know more about the
Campaign, its objectives, where it is going, and where it
has been. For only £3.75 it is an absolute bargain.

It seems the drinking population of Hertfordshire agrees,
and hundreds of the new guides have already been
snapped up by discerning drinkers in the first month of
publication. “It's even got a beerproof, wipe-clean cover,”
says Roger. “I think this time round we have thought of
practically everything.”

The new 1996 Hertfordshire Guide To Real Ale is
available from discerning pubs and bookshops across
Hertfordshire. If you still can’t find a copy do not despair.
Just send a cheque for £4.25 to Paul Ruane, 15 Turpins
Close, Hertford, SG14 2EH, and he’ll send you a copy by
return of post. Cheques to be made payable to “CAMRA
Herts Campaigning Fund”.

Fund.
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