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ALLIED DUMBOS
For the last couple of years there has been a concerted effort by brewers, licensees and the consumer to
try and get the'Chaniellor Kenneth Clark to reduce the duty 

'on 
becr to he_lp. stop the flood.of cheap

iniports i-nto this country. The effect of cheap imports on the pub trade is well documented, with sales in
pubs dropping, and many pubs being forced but of business (even if the Prime Minister somehow seems to
itrink thal'oui pubs are always crowded). However, with the budget approaching we can alwayq rely on
one of the big companies to score an own goal and lay themselves open to charges of profiteering. This
year it's Allietl Domecq's Leisure Division who have whacked up prices by 5p a pint.

Al l ied Domecq run, amongst other things, the pubs in the former All ied estate, and have reportedly now
severed its direct I inks with Carlsberg-Tetley, i ts brewing arm. The price increases wil l  apply in the quarter of
their 4000-odd pubs which are run by the Leisure Division. The remainder of the pubs, run by the Inns
division are not affected.

AIl ied blame the rises on business rates having risen rapidly by 14"h and energy costs by 10%. However, as
Steve Cox, CAMRA's Campaigns Manager pointed out "Business rates equate to 6p a pint - a rise oI 14"h
would be less than a penny", he went on to l iken the move to "a stab in the back" for the whole of the
campaign to get duty reduced. Peter Love, general secretary of the National Association of Licensed House
Managers was quoted as saying: "The size of this r ise is deplorable and its t iming dreadful". However,
All ied's chief executive was unrepentant claiming "We are sell ing a total leisure experience" (whatever that
might be), which seems a strange way of justi fying a price hike.

Perhaps if  they had concentrated a bit more on brewing they would not have ended up with the amazing
situation where their proposed sell-off of their breweries to Bass is greeted in f inancial circles as the removal
of a yoke on their f inancial performance. The company's founding fathers Messrs Ind, Coope, Ansell  and
Tetley just wouldn't bel ieve it !

Enjoy a pint at
St. Albans' Oldest Freehouse

Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual ouest beers

DARKHORSE BLE\UER]'
BEER-AVAilgnlr FROm

THE WHITE HOR'E $'TtE 'T. I{ERTFORD
01992 50r 950

xilras / NEw
POI,'rPINS

(36 PINTS)price per pint
SUNRUNNER gI  . IO

DARK HORSE ALE 95p
DEATH WISH gI .40

prices opply for collection
lsth DEC - 2nd JAN



PUB PORTRAITS
The fol lowing three pub portrai ts were suppl ied by Richard
Kearey.
The Three Tuns, Nash Mil ls,  has been run for the last s ix
months by Peter and Eugene Cavin, and i t  is their  f i rst  t ime
in pub management.
The bar menu consists of simple, straightforward food, with
breakfasts and lunch t ime food served in generous helpings.
Bookings for 4 course Christmas meals are now being taken.
The saloon bar provides a fr iendly and relaxed atmosphere,
and the  serv ice  is  b r isk  and very  f r iend ly .  F lowers  IPA is
tapped d i rec t  f rom two casks  and Tet leys  b i t te r  i s  a lso
ava i lab le .
The juke box in the saloon bar provides the music extending
through to the publ ic bar where the pool table and darts
board are located. Darts is taken seriously here.
There is a quiz night on Monday nights whi le Thursday night
offers l ive music of a contemporary theme, and there is a
disco and karaoke night on Saturday.

The Bel l ,  Two Waters, Apsley, was or iginal ly a 16th century
coaching inn, and is now a pr ivately owned grade 2l isted
bu i ld ing .
There are two main bars and a spacious eat ing area that are
imrnacu la te ly  ma in ta ined w i th  the i r  own spec ia l  re laxed
atmosphere. The saloon bar maintains a strong reminder of
the pub's previous history, with wal l  hanging horse brasses
and harness.
The Bel l  is descr ibed bv Dave and Svlvia El l iot t  who have
been l icensees since 1977, as a tradi t ional pub and eat ing

house serv ing a wide select ion of  excel lent  a les.
There is  a large select ion of  d ishes to choose f rom, a l l  a t  very
compe t i t i ve  p r i ces .  The re  a re  )  l a  ca r te ,  vege ta r i an  and
young  ch i l d rens '  menus  and  on  Sunday  the re  i s  a  l unch  t ime
menu wi th a main choice of  four  roasts.
S i n c e  a c q u i r i n g  t h e  f r e e h o l d  o f  t h e  p r e m i s e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a
g rea te r  cho i ce  o f  a l es  ava i l ab le  and  these  have  i nc luded
London Pr ide,  Ridgeway,  Adnams, Old Speckled Hen,  and
Marstons Pedigree.

The Oddfellows Arms, Apsley are attractive premises, and
pleasant ly  l i t  up in  the evenings.  l t  mainta ins i ts  popular i ty
for  wel l  presented and compet i t ive ly  pr iced bar  food.  The
l i cencees  a re  Ca the r i ne  and  John  Mu l l ane ,  managers  f o r
over the past two years.
Beers stocked are Ridgeways and Tetley bitter. The bar menu
i s  v a r i e d  w i t h  s a n d w i c h e s  a n d  r o l l s  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  m a i n
menu inc ludes two specia ls  dai ly ,  a t  very compet i t ive pr ices.
Enter ta inment  is  featured wi th l ive music every Sunday,  quiz
nights are held on weekdays and on Saturday n ight  there is  a
disco and karaoke spot .  There is  b i l l iards in  the lounge,  and
darts ,  p inbal l  tab le,  and colour  te lev is ion in  the publ ic  bar .
The serv ice is  both br isk and f r iendly.
The saloon bar  is  tastefu l ly  set  out  to  ref lect  a countrys ide
envi ronment .  There is  a lo t  of  open wood work in  the bar
and  a  l a rge  a l cove  f i r ep lace  where  you  can  s i t  bes ide  a
r o a r i n g  l o g  f i r e  o n  a  c o l d  w i n t e r ' s  n i g h t .  T h e  r o o m  i s
deco ra ted  w i th  va r i ous  b rass  f i t t i ngs ,  bo t t l es  o f  va ry ing
shapes and repl ica brass guns.
F r o m  t h e  p l a i n  a r t e x e d  w a l l s  h a n g  f r a m e d  p i c t u r e s  o f
coun t r y  s i de  scenes ,  con t ra . s ted  w i th  rep l i ca  V i c to r i an
lan te rns  t o  add  a  genu ine  o ld  f ash ioned  appea rance  and
pleasant  atmosphere.
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Watton Road, Datchworth, Herts SGg 6T8

Hertfordshire's le ad.ing puraeyor of
Real Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 1344 ales from over 307 brewers

Introducing our House Ales
Five Hides Bitter 4.0Va ABY

Hop Pit Bitter 4.5Va ABY

Horne tnade food aaailable eaery
Lunehtime & Eaening until TOpm

All d.ay Sund.ay until9.30pm

Opening Times:
11.00 - 3.00 5.00 - 11.00 Mon - Wed

11.00 - 11.00 Thurs, Fri & Sat
12.00 - 10.30 Sunday

Almost Liue Music some of the time

Telephone: 0143 8-8L2496



BURTON AILS
I t  h a s  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  C a r l s b e r g - T e t l e y  i n t e n d  t o
d i s c o n t i n u e  b r e w i n g  I n d  C o o p e  B u r t o n  A l e  i n  t h e  n e a r
future, and if the proposed take-over of their breweries by
Bass goes ahead then i ts  demise is  under an even b igger
th rea t .  W i th  D raugh t  Bass  a l ready  be ing  ( compara t i ve l y )
heav i l y  p romo ted  the re  wou ld  be  a  s t rong  case  fo r  no t
hav ing  ano the r  ' p rem ium '  b i t t e r ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  as  i t  cou ld
affect the sales of its f lagship bitter.
Bur ton AIe is  descr ibed in the 1997 Good Beer Guide as a
" f u l l - t a s t i n g  h o p p y  b e e r  w i t h  a  d r y  f i n i s h  a n d  a  f r u i t y
aroma".  l t  was CAMRA's Champion Beer of  Br i ta in in  1990,
the only time a beer from one of the National brewers has
won the accolade, so what's gone wrong?
F i r s t  t h e  h i s t o r y  l e s s o n :  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s ,  A l l i e d
B r e w e r i e s ,  t h e  f o r e r u n n e r s  t o  C a r l s b e r g - T e t l e y  h a d  a
stranglehold on the l icensed t rade in South Hert fordshi re
which led to a deposi t ion being made to the Monopol ies
Commission by Tim Amsden,  CAMRA's nat ional  chai rman at
the t ime (and who is  a member of  Mid-Chi l terns Branch).
T h i s  r e s u l t e d  t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  p u b  s w a p s  b e t w e e n  B a s s ,
Courage and Al l ied.
ln  order  to f ight  the new compet i t ion,  in  July  1977 Burton
A le  was  i n t roduced  th roughou t  A l l i ed ' s  t i ed  es ta te  a t  30
pence a p int .  Handpumps removed in the la te s ix t ies were
replaced,  shares in  Caskel  and Chambers,  the handpump
manufacturers,  went  sky h igh overnight ,  and the real  a le
revival was really underway.
Over the years the recipe for Burton Ale has been changed
several  t imes,  many customers thought  the or ig inal  vers ion
too  swee t ,  and  i t s  s t reng th  has  been  reduced  and  then
increased. We now have a beer with an OC of 1047 and an
abv of  4.8% put t ing the l ight  co loured beer in  the st rong a le
category.
T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  B u r t o n  A l e  n o w  h a s  a  g e n e r a l l y  p o o r
reputat ion is  the condi t ion in  which i t  has been served in
many pubs.  The Burton Cui ld  of  Master  Cel larmen,  wi th the
numbered brass pump tops,  was supposed to indicate the
abil ity to provide a perfect pint, and was to be awarded only
a f t e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t e s t  s a m p l i n g  a n d  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l ,
supposedly an ongoing process.  For  those of  us who have
seen  the  numbered  c l i ps  rema in  when  the  oee r  was  no
longe r  on  sa le  and  the  d ip lomas  be ing  passed  f rom one
l icensee to the next ,  i t  had become a tota l  sham, and the
demise of  the Cui ld  comes as no surpr ise g iven the lack of
promotion of the beer in recent years. As one customer said
"Burton ale is the best and the worst pint I have ever tasted".
The beer is very yeasty and it takes a long time to settle and
condi t ion in  the cel lar ,  and l ike other  beers i t  needs to be
pu l l ed  t h rough  be fo re  eve ry  sess ion  and  have  the  p ipes
c leaned  regu la r l y  and  f l ushed  th rough  be tween  ba r re l s .
Standard pract ice,  you may th ink,  but  apparent ly  beyond
many of  the out le ts  who have now got  computer ised t i l ls
and impossib le s tock contro l  levels  to cope wi th.  Bur ton Ale
is  now one of  those b land,  par t ia l ly  brewery condi t ioned
beers produced by a Nat ional  Brewer for  easy handl ing by
an  i nexpe r i enced  work fo rce .  Th i s  i s  why  when  i t  i s  kep t
correctly it is so good.
So seek out some Burton Ale, ask for it, and try and promote
it: i f the sales are there, it won't be dropped. lt was the start
of the revival, let's not see it die through a lack of interest.

LOCAT NEWS
The Swan at  Kings Langley has c losed,  and is  no longer a
oub .
Creen King has won i ts  appeal  against  East  Hert fordshi re
c o u n c i l ,  a n d  t h e  S t a r  a t  F u r n e u x  P e l h a m ,  w i l l  n o w ,
unfortunately, be turned into a private house.
Two more new pubs are due to open in the Parade, Watford.
A "Hogshead",  one of  Whi tbread's  " f ree house" chain,  is
current ly  being bui l t ,  whi le  opposi te,  O,Nei ls ,  yet  another
l r ish theme pub,  was due to open on 21st  November.  Whi le
on the lrish front, there are stories that Scottish Courage have
b e e n  r e m o v i n g  C u i n n e s s  f r o m  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  p u b s  a n d
replac ing i t  wi th the cheaper Beamish or  Ci l lespies:  there a
few  p rope r  l r i sh  ba rs  whe re  tha t ' s  go ing  to  cause  a  f ew
ruct ions.
T h e  M a i d e n ' s  H e a d  a t  W h i t w e l l  i s  t h e  C A M R A  N o r t h
Hert fordshi re branch's  pub of  the year .  Mi ldred and Roy
Scho f i e l d ,  f o rmer l y  o f  t he  O ld  Maypo le ,  No r th  Mymms,
have asked us to pass on thei r  hear t fe l t  thanks to a l l  the i r
cus tomers  and  f r i ends  fo r  t he i r  suppo r t  and  many  ca rds ,
le t ters and g i f ts .  "Nicely  Done".

#s* *#*r *#**
MAC'S NEWS
The 1996 vers ion of  Stronghart ,  McMul len 's  winter  a le,  has
been launched.  The dark,  r ich,  7o/o abv beer is  produced
using Cold ing hops which helps g ive i t  i ts  smoothness and
hoppy aroma. McMul lens have a lso managed to qet  one of
thei r  bot t led beers,  Harvest  Moon,  in to Tescos,  unJ i t  * i l l  be
sold as a McMul len product  and not  re label led as a Tesco
product. Macs also introduced a nitro-keg bitter at about the
t ime that  Rid leys decided to d iscont inue thei rs  as there was
no  demand .

#g"* ##W *#**
ODD BITS
From the award winning ' legal  co lumn'  of  the L icensee and
M o r n i n g  A d v e r t i s e r ,  a  r e m i n d e r :  ' T h e  l a w  r e q u i r e s  ( t h e
l icensee) to d isp lay the pr ices of  food and dr ink where they
can be seen by the customer'. lt goes on to say that if more
than 30 items of food and drink are offered for sale, than the
pr ice of  at  least  30 must  be d isplayed.
A referendum in Wales put  an end to the hundred years o ld
t radi t ion of  dry Sundays,  when the last  dry area,  Dwyfor ,
voted in  favour of  Sunday pub opening.

#s* *#W *#*p
HERTFORDSHIRE GUIDE TO
REAL ALE
The new Hert fordshi re Cuide to Real  Ale l is ts  the 900-olus
pubs  i n  t he  coun ty ,  i nc lud ing  the  key  on l y  pubs ,  so  you ' l l
have some idea where they are when they convert to real
a le l  l f  you l ive or  work in  Herts ,  i t 's  a "must  buy" .
Scattered throughout the 132 pages are photographs of some
of  the pubs,  min i -b iographies of  some of  the county 's  lost
breweries, and a number of famous verses and quotations on
beer and brewing.
The new 1996 Hertfordshire Guide to RealAle is available
f r o m  d i s c e r n i n g  p u b " ,  c l u b s  a n d  b o o k s n o p s  a c r o s s
Her t f o rdsh i re .  l f  you  can ' t  f i nd  a  copy ,  t hey  a re  a lways
a v a i l a b l e  b y  p o s t  f r o m  P a u l  R u a n e ,  1 5  T u r p i n s  C l o s e ,
Her t f o rd ,  SC14  2EH,  p r i ce  f 4 .25 .  P lease  make  cheques
payable to "CAMRA Herts Campaigning Fund".

#g.# *#** *#m



BRANCH DIARY
HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
C o n t a c t :  B o b  N o r r i s h  0 1 5 8 2  7 6 3 1 3 3  x 2 5 5 4 ( w ) ,  0 1 5 8 2
769923(h)

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Tuesday 3 December: Good Beer Guide social  at  the Fox &
Hounds, Rickmansworth, 9.00Pm
T u e s d a y  

. 1 0  D e c e m b e r :  W a t f o r d  w a l k  -  7 p m  O l d
Westminster; 8pm Moon Under Water; 9pm Estcourt Arms;
1Opm Whi te  L ion .
Fr iday 20 December branch curry evening, r ing contact tor
detai ls.
Fr iday 10 January: London Pre-Xmas pub crawl,  start  Pr ince
Arthur,  London E8, 5pm, then Earl  of  Radnor,  N1, 6'15pm;
Nobody lnn7.15pm; Marquees Tavern, B.00pm; 179 Upper
Street,  9.00pm; Crompton Arms, 9.3Opm.
Saturday  18 . fanuary :  S t  A lbans  lunch t ime c rawl '
Wednesday 22 )anuary' .  Bushey social  -  B'3Opm Red Lion;
9.15pm King Stag, 1OPm Swan.
Tuesday 28")anulry:  Cames evening at the Tree, Mi l l  End,

Rickmansworth, B.30Pm.
Contact :Tony Smith 01923- 221155

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH
W e d n e s d a y  1 1  D e c e m b e r :  N e w  M e m b e r s  S o c i a l  a t  t h e

Cricketers, lcklefield, B.00pm start with darts/buffeVquiz at
9 . 3 O o m .
Friday 2O December: Xmas party for beer festival staff (RSVP

invitations) at the Lytton ARms, Old Knebworth' Taxi from
Knebworth stat ion. Firkin of beer & buffet (8pm)'

Fr iday 3 January: Post Xmas meal at the Bushel l  & Str ike,
Ashwel l  (8pm for '8.30).  Contact Col leen for booking'
W e d n e s d a y  B . l a n u a r y :  B r a n c h  M e e t i n g  a t  t h e  T h r e e
Horseshoes, Wil ian, B.00Pm.
Saturday 11 January: branch out ing to the Cambridge Winter
F e s t i v a l ,  l u n c h t i m e  s e s s i o n  ( 1 1 a m - 5 p m ) ,  1 0 ' l 8  t r a i n  f r o m
Stevenage then Pro-rata.
Wednesday 22 January' .  branch social  at  the Creen Man,
Great  Wymond ley ,  then the  P lume o f  Feathers  and the

Bucks Head, Li t t le WYmondleY.
Contact:  Col leen Hol iday 01462 730 975 (h)

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS
M o n d a y  9 t h  D e c e m b e r :  X m a s  s o c i a l  w i t h  f o o d  a t  t h e

Greyhound, Harlow (to be conf irmed) '
Monday 30th December: Anti-turkey social at Forest Gate,
Epp ing ,  8 .30p0m.
Monday 6th fanuary: committee meeting at the Rising Sun,
High Wych.
WJdne iday  Bth  January :  t r ip  to  Whi te  Horse ,  Her t fo rd ,
o o t i o n a l  c u r r v  a f t e r  ( u s u a l  m i n i - b u s  p i c k - u p  p o i n t s  a n d
t imes) .
Monday 20th January: branch social  at  the Queens Head,
Fy f ie ld ,  8 .30pm (usua l  min i -bus  p ick -up  po in ts  and t imes) '
C o n t a c t s :  C r a h a m  D a r b y  0 1 2 7 9  4 1 5 8 9 5 ( h )  o r  D e r e k
Wisdom 01279 4142O(h)

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH
Contact:  Chris Pont in 01 494 78624(w), 01 494 77 54O9(h) '

HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCHES TIAISON MEETINC
Monday 13 .f anuary, White Horse, Hertford, B.30pm start'

THE LORDSHIP ARMS
Tur, INN IN THe Srtcrs

Benington Nr Stevenage.
formerly The Cricketers

REAL ALE OASIS for the
DISCERNING DRINKE,R

Youngs Special, Fullers ESB
everchanging guest beers from

indePendent
and Micro Breweries also Traditional

Cider

Homemade Bar Food served DailY
Two Course SundaY Roast f-5.95

A Pub worth finding

Telephone 01438-869665

GOOD BEER GUIDE 1997
on sale now

Available from all  good bookstores or direct from
your local CAMRA branch at only el0.99' i t 's the
perfect gift - or why not treat yourself !

Copies are also available direit and post'free from
CAMRA at 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans AL1 4LW
(cheques made payable to  CAMRA; credi t  card
safes on (0172) 869201).
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