HE
ERTFORDSHIRE

GUARANTEE

»0“. p\\\'\% A bi-monthly publication for the discerning real ale drinker

APRIL/MAY 199

CR 1on 4000

Guest Beer Victory

Coming to a Pub
Near You Soon?



CAMRA Leads Guest Beer Victory

A campaign led by CAMRA has successfully defended the British guest beer policy against
a proposed legal challenge from the European Commission (EC). Following detailed
submissions, CAMRA now expects that the EC will take no action.

The Guest Beer regulations were introduced following the Monopolies and Mergers
Commission report on the Beer Industry in 1989. This allowed tenants of brewers owning
more than 2000 pubs to take one cask conditioned beer (‘real ale’) as a guest beer. The EC
claimed that real ale was a specialist British product, and hence that the regulations
discriminated against imports. CAMRA was able to demonstrate that, in fact, a wide
variety of beers across Europe qualified under the guest beer law.

CAMRA launched a massive campaign in support of the regulations and brought together
MPs, MEPs, British brewers, Continental brewers, and drinkers across Europe to argue the
case. If the battle had been lost and the guest policy was opened to include any type of
beer, there was a good chance that some of Britain’s smaller breweries would have closed
as they rely heavily for their survival on supplying guest beers. The resuit would have been
a reduction in choice for the drinker, and with the big brewers certain to start offering
large discounts to tenants to take their latest fad brew they would effectively have forced
guest real ales off the bar.

As a result of all the consultation, the DTl are now proposing that there should be a small
extension of the guest beer policy to allow the stocking of one bottle conditioned beer.
This sees to be a sensible extension and will offer British and foreign brewers of speciality
beers new markets for their products, and further encourage this growth area of the
British beer scene.

Without CAMRA's effective campaigning, the outcome would have been very different.
There are still battles to be won, such as those concerning the threat to pubs, high beer
tax, and getting the guest beer regulations to apply to pub chains as well as brewers. Join
CAMRA and help to campaign to protect flavoursome traditional beers and proper pubs
to drink them in, there's an application form towards the back of this newsletter.

Trading Standards

If you the consumer are having problems with, licensed premises that fail to give full
measure, do not display price lists, strength lists. (Alcohol by volume) or business names
you are entitled to contact the Trading Standards Offices.

The Hertfordshire Office address is:-

45 Grosvenor Road
St Albans

Herts AL1 3AW
phone 01727-813880.

They also have a minicom line for those with hearing and speech difficulties which is
01727-813878.
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Mid-Chilterns branches of the Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor,
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handwritten items should also be well spaced and as legible as possible please. Send to: Eric Sim, 10 Heron Way, Hatfield,
Herts, AL10 8QL.

Subscriptions: £4 for 12 issues. Send to: 10 Heron Way, Hatfield, Herts. AL10 8QL. Cheques payable: CAMRA Herts
Campaigning Fund.

Advertising: £12 per 2.5cm column. Artwork can be made up at extra cost. Contact Eric Sim = 01707 260647 for details.
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Short Measures
Top Up

Further to the article in the February/March
edition of this newsletter, CAMRA has
released the results of the findings of a
national survey into short measures.
CAMRA wrote to every Trading Standards
department asking for details of their
surveys of local pubs. These showed that
80% of the drinks purchased were short
measure pints, and that at least a quarter
were less than the 95% full recommended
in the industry guidelines.

The industry’s kneejerk response was the
usual 'you can always ask for atop up’. In a
busy pub on a Saturday night that can be a
physical impossibility. You don’t expect to
have to ask for a ‘top up' of any other
product you buy, so why do you for beer?
As suggested before, the easy way to help
ensure full pints is the use of oversize
glasses. To paraphrase one of our
colieagues in the Doncaster branch of
CAMRA in a reply to the licensing trade
press, if the bumbling amateurs of CAMRA
can successfully use oversize glasses at all
their beer festivals, why can't the
professionals similarly make it succeed in
their pubs?

The Labour Party has promised to
implement CAMRA's proposal for the use of
oversize glasses, if they form the next
government. Let’s hope that they have
more resolve than the Conservative Party
who promised the same at the last election,
but then succumbed to pressure from the
brewing industry.

Somthing Different
at the GBBF

On Saturday afternoon at this year’s Great
British Beer Festival at Olympia the stage
will be cleared of musicians (and the
breweriana auction team) for about an half
hour and given over to a pub quiz
sponsored by Fullers. There is an entry fee
of £5 per team and, the prizes include a
first prize of a meal for four, including four
pints per head, at any Fuller’'s Ale and Pie
House, and a second prize of four
minibarrels of ESB. Amongst the other
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eleven prizes there will be £30 worth of
beer to be purchased at the Magpie &
Crown free house on Brentford High Street,
cases of bottled beer, and Fullers polo
shirts, tee-shirts and umbrellas. There will
also be four Fullers glasses to be won by the
team judged to have the best name. The
entry forms and full details of the prizes
will be available on the day from the
Festival’s Information Stand.

The festival opens at Spm on Tuesday 5th
August, is open for two sessions on the
Wednesday and Thursday, all day Friday
and closes at 7pm on Saturday 9th August.
It is expected that there will be over
250,000 pints of real ale available as well as
cider, perry and imported beers and there
will be seating for over 1000 people.
Further details are available from CAMRA
(01727 867201).

MACS News

McMullens have launched their 12th
Special Reserve brew, and the recipe is the
Traditional IPA with which they launched
the series. The 5% abv beer has been
introduced by popular demand, but is likely
to only be available until the end of April.
Congratulations to Macs whose Stronghart
was voted best barley wine at CAMRA's
winter ales festival in Glasgow. They have
also recently received an award for having
been judged to have produced the best
Hertfordshire brewed beer at the last
Watford beer festival. On those occassions
the beer was, of course, served without
cask breathers or sparklers, unlike in most
of their pubs.

Other Brewery News

Greene King's latest seasonal beer is Ice
Breaker Ale, a 4.3% abv golden coloured
beer.

In South Wales, Brains have taken over
Crown Buckley. Although there are no
current plans for any brewery closures, past
experience of such takeovers shows that
the survival of both breweries is unlikely
and that job losses will occur.

Brewing has started at the Farmers Boy in
St Albans.



LOCAL NEWS . . . LOCAL NEWS . . .

Cheshunt:
The Ice-o-Bar is now selling real ale and the
Old Pond is now open after its refit.

Chorleywood:

The Black Horse continues to take a guest
beer from the Greenalls range. Timothy
Taylors Landlord was recently available,
albeit at £2.00 a pint.

Youngs Special has replaced the Old
Speckled Hen at the Rose & Crown, and also
retails at £2.00.

Colney Street:

The George & Dragon is up for sale.

Elstree:
The Fisheries is undergoing a facelift.

Hertford:
Welcome to Mary and Jeff Scott-Regan who
are the new tenants at the Reindeer.

St Albans:

The Kings Arms is now open, and an
application has been submitted to turn the
Midland Railway into flats.

Sarratt:

Due to requests from the locals at the Boot,
the guest ‘ordinary’ bitter will be replaced
by Shepherd Neame’s Spitfire.

Watford:

The Load of Hay, Watford Heath, is currently
serving ‘Pubmaster Independence Ale’
(thought to be re-badged Ansells) and
Flowers IPA on handpump. This small,
friendly pub serves good home-cooked food
every day, including Sundays.

Joanne Welch is the temporary manageress
at the Nascot Arms, Watford. It is
understood that a permanent couple to run
the pub will be appointed soon.

Corrections/Apologies

Despite previous reports, the Maypole,
North Mimms and the Black Horse South
Mimms are not selling Scrumpy Jack using a
fake handpump. They are both in the 1997
Good Beer Guide and are being considered
for the 1998 Guide.

The Rhythm Room at Boreham Wood does
NOT sell real ale. Sorry to those who visited
expecting a treat while undergoing a ‘Cuban
Experience’. Apologies to anyone attending
the Fullerians rugby club on 29th March
expecting a small beer festival. The clubs
proposed rugby tournament was cancelled
and so the accompanying beer festival also
got the chop.

live or work in Herts, it's a “must buy”.
, 4

quotations on beer and brewing.

to “CAMRA Herts Campaigning Fund”.

HERTFORDSHIRE GUIDE
TO REAL ALE

The Hertfordshire Guide to Real Ale lists the 900-plus pubs in the county, includin? the keg
only pubs, so you'll have some idea where they are when they convert to real ale! If you

Scattered throughout the 132 pages are photographs of some of the pubs, mini-
biographies of some of the county’s lost breweries, and a number of famous verses and

The Hertfordshire Guide to Real Ale is available from discerning pubs, clubs and bookshops
across Hertfordshire. If you can’t find a copy, they are always available by post from: Paul
Ruane, 15 Turpins Close, Hertford, SG14 2EH, price £4.25. Please make cheques payable

New Drinkers
Start Here

What is real ale? The definition of real ale
formulated by CAMRA is that it is a beer
brewed from traditional ingredients, which
is matured by secondary fermentation in
the container from which it is dispensed
and which is served without the use of
extraneous gas. The secondary
fermentation is the process whereby the
remaining yeast in the beer continues to
work, converting the sugars present into
alcohol and carbon dioxide, bringing
additional flavours and conditioning to the
beer. Keg beers including the so called
‘smooth’ nitro kegs, are beers which have
been chilled, filtered and, usually,
pasteurised, killing off the active
ingredients, and thus preventing any
further fermentation. Gas then has to be
pumped under pressure into the keg, giving
it an appearance of life when it is served,
the pressure forcing the beer out when the
keg tap is flipped. The downside of this
process is that it removes a lot of the beer’s
flavour, and the product does not have the
mature flavours of traditional draught beer.

Surprise Switch Back
to Tenancies

For some time it seems to have been the
norm for breweries to switch their pubs
from tenants to managers whenever they
could. The reason being that the managed
houses were more profitable. Greenalls
have now turned that policy around and
are to make 245 of their pubs tenancies.

Apparently the costs of maintaining the
managed estate are increasing faster than
for tenancies, and the proposed
introduction of 48 hour working weeks
would mean more managers would be
required to cover the same number of pubs.

Odd Bits

Scottish Courage, the amalgamated
Scottish & Newcastle and Courage, are re-
launching McEwans lager with the claim
that it retains its head for 40% longer than
other lagers. Presumably that’s so it will be
even less likely that the punter will notice
the short measure.

- THE WOODMAN

CHAPMORE END WARE HERTS
CAMRA SOUTH HERTS PUB OF THE YEAR 1996

Presents

HERTFORDSHIRES BIGGEST FOLK FESTIVAL

Saturday 72t July

72.00 to 77.00 pw
<
Special guests

Peter Buckley Hill - Kiss the Mistress
Pat Crilly - Tanglefoot - Neck the Wood
Who's That Man - Tim Greenwood
Ash Vale Longsword - Ramrugge Morris
Stevenage Sword - Hoddesdon Crownsmen
‘Waggers tail - Petc Flctcher
And More
-

Main stage marquee - food - parking
Beer tent with full range of GREENE KING ales

-

Ceilidh at 6.00 with a scratch band
-
Entry Only £2.00 (children under 12 free)

Phone 01920 463143 for details




Sparklers Kill Off The Flavour
In Your Pint — Official

A recent survey by a local Camra branch has
shown that the use of swan necks and tight
sparklers knocks the flavour out of your pint.
A recent blind tasting by a small sample of
members of the public on two beers on offer
in a pub, both tasted with and without the
use of dispense through a sparkler, found
that the beers dispensed without the use of
a sparkler tasted better by at least a two
third majority.

This result will not be surprising however, to
those who enjoy a decent pint served in top
condition and in the traditional manner.
There is now scientific evidence which proves
that the more restricted the flow of beer
from a pump the more the natural C02 is
driven out, with the result that beer served
through a tight sparkler is curiously enough
flat and likely to be less refreshing. Sparklers
dont only destroy the beers natural
condition they also reduce the hop
character. Head Brewers at highly respected
regional brewers such as at Fullers, Greene

King, Shepherd Neame, Adnams &; Youngs -
all advise that their bitters are not brewed to
be served through swan necks and tight
sparklers as this ruins the delicate flavour
and aroma of their beers. It is therefore,
somewhat curious that some landlords think
they know best by deliberatly |gnor|ng this
advice and ruin a good pint.

So what can be done? If your local doés use
sparklers then ask you landlord niceley to
remove it before pulling your pint. You also
might ask him/her why they use such
dispense. This newsletter would be
interested to hear the reaons why.
Landlords that do use sparklers and who
aspire to be in the Camra Good Beer Guide
should be aware of Camra policy which
states ‘beer served by swan neck dispense
with a tight sparkler where the dispense
system changes the traditional character
ofthe beer should be excluded from the
Good Beer Guide!

TILBURY

Inn off the Green

Watton Road, Datchworth, Herts SG3 6TB

Hertfordshire’s leading purveyor of
Real Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 1380 ales from over 317 brewers

Introducing our House Ales
Five Hides Bitter 4.0 ABV
Hop Pit Bitter 1.5 ABV

Home made food available every
Lunchtime & Evening until 10pm
All day Sunday until 9.30pm

Opening Times:

11.00 - 3.00 5.00-11.00 Mon — Wed
11.00 = 11.00  Thurs, Fri & Sat
12.00 - 10.30  Sunday

Almost Live Music some of the time

Telephone: 01438-812496

Competition

Brewery Name Wordsearch
EICIR|O|P|T|O|N|A|DINJAIM|S|Y
LIAIR[ K| I|N|S|R|R]O|E]VINIUJA
G| I [MYORIKIPIUWWP SIMF
O[N|C|T|{VIE|L|E|N|JUA I|RME
O[S|L{H|L{J|T|S|D|OJL|L|CIE|L
D EF|ILIFMP|IIEREG|O{R|D
EIU[SIE|A I|B|A[L|L|A|R|D|S|O
NIJIMRKIYIEIS|TILIH [|G|K|N
T|VIW E|DIG|PILIEJOJUME|I|N
E|[S|LIT|SMOD|YW|L|OJL|I
S|K[1|N|N/E|R|S|P|D|L|NJA|L|N
M IO/ PAILIME|IR|S|IU|V|E|S|G
AINISIUT|I|P|S|Y|T|OA|D|SIT
EIGIW H I[MI|T|C|H|E|L|L|S|O
RIO|B{ I|N|S|O{N|S|IWA|T|K|I|N

Circle the Brewery names hidden in the
square above, there are twenty eight to
find. Prizes of Herts Beer Guides. Send to
Paul Ruane, 15 Turpins Close, Hertford SG14
2EH

Brewers:-

ADNAMS. ARKELLS. ARUNDEL.
BALLARDS. CAINS. CROPTON. DENT.
DONNINGTON. FELDON. LARKINS.
LICHFIELD. LLOYDS. MITCHELLS.
NEWALE. OKELLS. PALMERS. PILGRIM.
ROBINSONS. SKINNERS. SMILES. SPIKES.
SUMMERSKILLS. TIPSY TOAD. TOWNES.

THE LORDSHIP ARMS

THE INN IN THE STICKS
Benington Nr Stevenage.

REAL ALE OASIS for the
DISCERNING DRINKER

Youngs Special, Fullers ESB
everchanging guest beers from
independent and Micro Breweries
also Traditional Cider

Sorry, we do not have time to brew our
own beer but we do sell beers from
those who do.

Homemade Bar Food served Daily
Two Course Sunday Roast £6.50

A Pub worth finding
Telephone 01438- 869665

APPLICATION FOR CAMRA

MEMBERSHIP
We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale Limited, and
agree to abide by the Memorandum and Articles of

Association of the Campaign. | am/We are over 18 years of
age (AGE ¥

NAMEIS) ...
DATE. ...
ADDRESS ...

SIGNATURE ...............
TELEPHONE NUMBER(

v

1/We enclose remittance for individual/joint membership for
one vear: Single £14
Joint £17
I/We would like to receive further information about CAMRA
* Knowledge of the average age of our members would be
helpful. The information need only be given if you wish ALL
MEMBERS MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE.
Please send vour remittance (payable to CAMRA Limited)
with this application form to:
THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, CAMRA LTD.,
230 HATFIELD ROAD, ST. ALBANS., HERTS. AL1 4LW
OR WHY NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF DIRECT DEBIT?

Dark Horse Rampant

The Dark Horse brewery of Hertford is
really making an impression on the trade.
Firstly, Dark Horse Ale its 3.6% abv bitter is
to feature as a guest in Fuller’s pubs during
May, and secondly Wetherspoons are
taking a batch of Death Wish, Dark Horse’s
5.0% abv strong bitter for their pubs. A
spectacular achievement for this small
brewery, which should also find wider
appreciation now that it has been added to
the portfolio of one of the leading beer
wholesalers, East West Ales.

Last, but not least, a second batch of Dark
Horse Dark Mild has been brewed, and one
local has been moved to describe it as
‘MAGICI'. It is inky black, 3.6%abv, with
plenty of roast chocolate malt, and has a
fine balance of body and bitterness. The
same local was concerned to find the beer
being made available in a few free house
outlets elsewhere in the county. He believes
it should all be reserved for the brewery
tap, the White Horse, ‘where it belongs’,
presumably so that the selfish old ****=**
can drink more of it himself!
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| BRANCH DIARY

Hertfordshire South Branch
Tuesday 22nd April, Branch Meeting, Lower
Red Lion, St Albans, 8.00pm.

Tuesday 13th May, Branch Meeting, White
Horse, Hertford, 8.00pm.

Contact: John Bishop 01582 768478

Watford & District Branch
Wednesday 2nd April, GBG social at the Swan,
Bushey, 8.30pm.

Tuesday 8th April, branch darts tournament at
the White Lion, Watford, 8.30pm.

Tuesday I5th April, Abbots Langley social:
Unicorn 8.30pm, Royal Oak 9.15pm, Boys
Home 10pm.

Wednesday 23rd April, Watford social:
Wellington Arms 8.30pm, Nascot Arms
9.15pm, Bedford Arms 10pm.
Wednesday 7th  May, club
Rickmansworth Hockey Club 8.30pm.
Thursday 15th May, GBG social, Land of
Liberty, Heronsgate. Taxi from Watford
Junction, 8.15pm.

Tuesday 20th May, games evening, bar
billiards, at the Cricketers, Sarratt. To be
confirmed. Taxi from Watford Junction
8.15pm.

Wednesday 28th May, early evening pub crawl
in Watford: 6.30pm Pub on the Corner (ex-
Blakes), 7.30pm Estcourt Tavern, 8.30pm
Wellington Arms, 9.30pm Estcourt Arms.
Contact: Tony Smith 01923 221155

North Hertfordshire Branch
Wednesday 2nd April, Branch Social, Hitchin.
Start at Angel’s Reply at 8.30pm then

social,

Cricketers and Sir John Barleycorn.
Wednesday 16th April, daytime brewery trip
to Elgoods, Book with contact.

Wednesday 30th April, Branch Social. Start at
Plough, Great Munden at 8.30pm then Rest &
Welcome, Haultwick and Jolly Waggoner at
Ardley.

Friday 2nd to Monday 5th May (Bank Holiday)
Joint Beer Festival at the Bushel & Strike,
Ashwell  (separate Camra bar’ with
approximately 10 real ales). Details from
contact.

Contact: Colleen Holiday 01462 730975 (h)
(ansa-phone)

Hert-Essex Borders Branch
Monday 7th April, Crouch Vale Brewery Visit,
South Woodham Ferrers, 7.00pm (mini-bus).
Monday 21st April, Branch Social & Crawl,
Victoria, Theydon Bois. 8.30pm (mini-bus)
Thursday 1st to Sunday 4th May, Ongar Beer
Festival.

Monday 19th May, Branch Social,
Matching Tye. 8.30pm (mini-bus)
Saturday 31st May Cycle Ride (details T.B.C.)
Contacts: Barry Pegram/Louise Coles 01279
864080(h), Derek Wisdom 01279 414200 (h)

Mid-Chilterns Branch
Contact: Chris Pontin 01494 778624(w), 01494
775409(h)

Fox,

Herts Liaison Meeting
Monday 14th April, West Herts Sports Club,
Park Road, Watford, 8.30pm.

Enjoy a pint at
St. Albans’ Oldest Freehouse

Y otwer Red Dion

Fishpool Street

Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual guest beers

THE WHITE HORSE
CASTLE STREET
HERIFORD
01992 501950

Joanne & Jose are welcomed to
THE WHITE HORSE
as Managers bringing with them excellent
experience in the trade.
FOOD EVERY LUNCHTIME.

FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE/PRIVATE BAR
CLUB MEETINGS CATERED FOR.

DARK HORSE BREWERY
SUNRUNNER ¢ DARKHORSE ALE
You can order the above beers by the polypin
or firkin for parties from our Brewery Tap




