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Midland Railway St Albans

.. Another Lost Local — Why?

The Midland is on a good site by the railway station, has a large garden
and car parking in an area of town where this is at a premium. Guest
beers, structurally sound. This pub has been boarded up for nearly a year
while hundreds of customers walk by the front door to other pubs in the
City centre “pub circuit”. Killed by a bad lease and now not for sale
freehold as licensed premises.



Great British Beer Festival
Olympia 5th — 9th August 1997
More Beer & Sunshine

This year CAMRA's biggest beer festival, the Great British Beer Festival, is extending from
the Great Hall at Olympia into the National Hall next door as well. Built in Victoria’s reign
these magnificent halls both have glass ceilings and give a grandeur to the drinking
experience of the year.

Having two separate halls has allowed the festival to have music in one hall only so that
those who prefer not to drink to music can get away from it all. The softest music of the
week will probably come from the Chaminade String Quartet on Tuesday night. There will
be comedy on Wednesday evening; Jazz will dominate on Thursday and Steeleye Span are
playing on Friday evening. There is also a Pub Quiz on Saturday afternoon for something
completely different. There should be some entertainment to please everyone.

The Great British Beer Festival boasts 300 Real Ales from all over Britain. Again the beers
will be in regional areas so that you can drink beers from as far apart as Yorkshire,
Scotland, Wales and the West Country without leaving the hall. For those who enjoy
alcohol made from fruit, there are around 40 Ciders and Perries, all traditionally produced
from apples and pears respectively. And there will be a selection of imported fruit beers
amongst the 100 imported beers. These beers are split into three bars and as well as
Belgian, Dutch and Czech beers there will be unique ales from the USA.

As with all CAMRA beer festivals, the Great British Beer Festival is proud to say that it
serves a full pint due to the fact that it uses oversized lined glasses. So why not pop along
for a pint or two, you won't be disappointed!

W.A.

McMullen stand at Great British Beer
Festival to be reviewed

The familiar McMullens stand on its key site at the entrance to the Great British Beer
Festival could be absent this year. Over a period of time there have been disagreements
with the Hertford Family Brewers over “cask breather” dispense of the Beers and the use
of “swan necks” and “sparklers” on handpumps. McMullen’s misleading and contradictory
statements to the local branches persuaded the member of the CAMRA AGM in Llandudno
to make the decision. We hope to reopen discussions with McMullens and resolve our
differences.

There is no argument that Mac's brew good beer it is their methods of dispense in all but
a few of their outlets that is in dispute.
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Ullage Dirty Tricks in the Cellar

Why did that pint taste so Bad?

Well we've all had them pints served up
that are so disgusting, cloudy, off and smell
of vinegar that there is no argument a
replacement or refund is necessary.

Then there's the others, you know how
your favourite brew should taste but this
one just isn’'t what it should be. The head
doesn’t last, in fact its like pond water,
completely dead in a short while.

So what's the problem, you could be
reaching the bottom of the barrel, or it
could be pipey, at the beginning of each
session at least two pints should be drawn
off to clear the pipes from the cask through
the engine.

Worse still it could be the addition of
Ullage.

You may ask what is Ullage, simply its the
slops, waste beer from any source. Coming
from the drip trays having passed over the
barstaffs hands, the beer left in the pipes
when the empty barrel is changed, or that
from the pipes at the start of a session.
Worse still if you are really desperate and
water can be easily detected add the beer
left in the customers glasses as well.

Why is waste beer returned to the cask?
The practice is illegal but!

The Brewers have encouraged it by
removing or reducing the Ullage
allowance.

The licensee is left with three options short
measure or increase the prices to cover it or
return the slops.

| have no doubt that some establishments
do all three but none is an option if you
have any respect for your customers. We
have already lost an excellent couple from
a Good Beer Guide Pub this year because of
the arguments that followed when their
Ullage allowance was reduced.
Computerised tills have made the problem
worse the slightest stock discrepancy is
highlighted and you can run out of beer
before the next cask is ordered.

The problem stems from a drive for
increased profits and as usual it is for the
benefit of the shareholders at the

customers expense.

Quality problems are one of the main
reasons why people do not drink Real Ale
and turn in frustration to Nitro Keg.
CAMRA wants the return of waste beer
outlawed and coloured dye discs put into
drip trays to stop this beer being returned.
The real responsibility for this unsavoury
and insanitary practice lies with the
Brewers and Publicans.

Tug of WAteR

Plans are going ahead to organise a
Charity Inter-Pub Tug of War across the
river in West Street, Hertford on
September 7th.

Any pubs or clubs interested contact
Tony Earle on 01992 589922.




Amwell:

Welcome to Bob & Sue Muir who have taken
over the tenancy of Marston’s Elephant &
Castle. Until May 1996 they were at the GBG
listed Moor Mill at Bricket Wood.

Boxmoor:
The Heath Park has been renamed the Ye
Olde Projectionist (this is not a joke).

The Steam Coach is now a Marstons tenancy
and the Post Office Arms (Fullers) has a new
tenant.

Bramfield:

The Grandison Arms is now being run by
Don Newman and Jude O'Sullivan.

Cuffley:
The Plough landlord has left and moved to
the Three Horseshoes Hooks Cross.

Elstree:
The Fisheries has now been refurbished and
is displaying full McMullen’s livery.

We have been informed that the conversion
of the Plough into a Wacky Warehouse has
taken a new turn with the brewers realising
that they had leased the land needed for the
site as a paddock for horses. The tenant is
not willing to move without a fight.

Harpenden:
The Oak Tree has now removed the sparklers
from its beers.

Hertford:

An application to open a new Pub opposite
the Three Tuns was rejected (see page 6).
It is alleged that the Sportsman may be

loosing its guest beers some local
campaigning would no doubt help.

The managers of the White Horse have left
and been replaced by those from the Assizes
Hitchin.

Hertford Heath:

The Goat is now being run by Kevin and Joan
Price as a Marstons house.

Hitchin:
The Assizes has been acquired by lan Harvey
of the White Horse Hertford.

- DOWN YOUR WAY . . . DOWN YOUR WAY

London Colney:
The Watersplash will reopen as the Colney
Fox (see page 6).

Potters Bar:
It has been reported that the vacant Iceland
shop has been acquired by Wetherspoons.

The manager from the Builders Arms Little
Heath has moved to the Fisheries Elstree.

Rickmansworth: :
The Halfway House has reopened after
being closed for six months with no
noticeable structural changes. Beers are
Courage Best, Directors and Morlands Old
Speckled Hen.

St Albans:

The Camp is being refurbished, the
alterations to the Peahen are now well
underway.

Tewin:
The Plume of Feathers has been taken over
by Tony and Carol Dawson.

Tyttenhanger:
We are informed that the Barley Mow is up
for sale.

Ware:
The John Gilpin has a new manager David
Hunt.

Its all change at the Angel (see page 6).
Watford:

The Beaver Courtlands Drive underwent
structural changes a few months ago and is
now a one bar pub. The old public bar is now
a MRQ's Pool area, the good news is that
Ansells mild and Marstons Pedigree are
available on handpump.

Well End:

The refurbishment of the public bar of the
Mops & Brooms is well underway.

Wild Hill:

Graham & Roz at the Woodman would like it
known that they are unable to reserve tables
at lunch time and the curry is available on a
first come, first served basis. But they never
run out of beer, yet!
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Like it, loathe it or ignorant of it, the
internet is here to stay. As a source of

information it is insurpassable. The
Campaign for Real Ale has its own World
Wide Web sit full of information such as:-

Forthcoming Beer Festivals — How to Join
CAMRA — Contact points for all branches
of the campaign — Campaign updates —
Links to local CAMRA branch Web sites —
CAMRA products — The history of CAMRA.

Its WWW address is http://camra.org.uk/

If you wish to find other sites use any of the
popular search engines with the key words
“Real Ale” or “CAMRA" to produce a
healthy list. N.B. CAMRA can only try to
ensure the accuracy of Official CAMRA web
sites.

On the CAMRA site are some excellent local
branch pages containing local newsletters.
(we may even get ours on there one day).
A small sample of other sites is:-

http://beerline.co.uk/

Contains a comprehensive list of beers,
breweries, festivals and some pubs. Run by
Derek Reece in Hertford local pubs are
invited to join contact him on 01992 503151

http://www.personal.u-net.com/
-thepub/beers/

A database of beers and brewers with an
unusual section listing beers by their
strength.

http://www.breworld.com/

A site with info on the brewing industry in
Europe with pages dedicated to breweries
of several countries.

Apologies in advance for any of the above
being out of date. The nature of the beast
is that it is constantly changing.

AY.

THE WOODMAN

CHAPMORE END WARE HERTS
CAMRA SOUTH HERTS PUB OF THE YEAR 1996

Presents

HERTFORDSHIRES BIGGEST FOLK FESTIVAL

<

Saturday 72t July

72.00 fo 77.00 pmwm
<t
Special guests
Peter Buckley Hill - Kiss the Mistress
Pat Crilly - Tanglefoot - Neck the Wood
Who's That Man - Tim Greenwood
Ash Vale Longsword - Ramrugge Morris
Stevenage Sword - Hoddesdon Crownsmen
‘Waggers tail - Pete Fletcher
And More
~i-
Main stage marquee - food - parking
Beer tent with full range of GREENE KING ales

R
Ceilidh at 6.00 with a scratch band

-
Entry Only £2.00 (children under 12 free)

Phone 01920 463143 for details




St Albans Beer Festival
2nd-4th October 1997

Alban Arena, St Albans

Following the success of last years event
plans are well underway for the next
Festival. Roman Games will be the theme
and over 190 Real Ales, Cider, Perries and
Foreign Beers including cask conditioned
ales from the USA will be available. CAMRA
members will be let in free on Thurs & Fri
Lunch time with reduced rates for other
sessions. Advance tickets will be available
and are a must if you do not want to be
caught in long queues and perhaps be
unable to gain entry. Further details will be
printed nearer the date.

Helpers are required for setting up, working
at the Festival and clearing up afterwards
29th Sept-5th Oct.

Staffing Officer John Schmitz, 34 Selwyn
Drive, Hatfield, Herts AL10 9NJ.

Phone 01707 2611726 or e-mail john schmitz
@ lonhro.co.uk

Hertford Real Ale Bar
application rejected

An application for a licence to open a Real
Ale bar in a former antique shop opposite
the “Three Tuns” in Hertford was rejected by
Magistrates. Terence Bell and Nigel Beviss
who has been a member of the campaign for
20 years had already received planning
permission to convert the shop in St
Andrews Street. A 21 signature petition had
been raised against the application and the
magistrates ruled that there were enough
pubs in the area.

Angel’s wings clipped

The Angel in Ware has returned to the
clutches of Carlesberg/Tetley. We welcome
the new landlady Lynn Wells and her staff.
For the last two years,t he pub was going to
be turned into a “Tap & Spile” by Pubmaster.
However, they wanted turnover to double
before they converted it. A bit of a Chicken
and Egg situation really and as sales did not
increase enough it was sold back to UT. It is
a great shame as for two years it was Ware’s

only outlet for micro brewers ales which
were kept in excellent condition both the
previous landlord and landlady, they will be
sorely missed.

Ware Beer Festival

Jan Ordon, a South Herts CAMRA member
would like to thank everyone who
contributed to the recent Easter Real Ale
Festival in Ware's Art Centre. The festival was
an outstanding success with 19 different Ales
drunk by over 300 visitors. It is now almost
certain that another event will be taking
place in 1998. Watch this space.

Watersplash reborn as

“The Colney Fox”

A restoration and renovation costing
£500,000 will introduce some traditional
features and is expected to be finished in
early August. The new name “The Colney
Fox" has been chosen to give the Pub, that
will also have 15 rooms offering
accommodation, a new start. Bass who own
the pub have contacted the local historical
society and wish to capture the character
and history of the area. Meals will be
available and they will be supplying three
Real Ales one of which will be a guest. We
are pleased that the premises will be staying
open as a traditional pub.

THE LORDSHIP ARMS

THE INN IN THE STICKS
Benington Nr Stevenage.

REAL ALE OASIS for the
DISCERNING DRINKER

Youngs Special, Fullers ESB
everchanging guest beers from
independent and Micro Breweries
also Traditional Cider

Sorry, we do not have time to brew our
own beer but we do sell beers from
those who do.

Homemade Bar Food served Daily
Two Course Sunday Roast £6.50

A Pub worth finding
Telephone 01438-869665

Competition
Beer Name Wordsearch

A[W|C|E|A|R|E|S|{A|L|E|B|O|N
B|A|R|K| I |N|G|M|A|D|P|A|L|O
B|R{O|A|D|{S| I [D|E[{K|T|N|D|M
O|C|F|A|R|[G|O|L|R|M[E|A|R|E
T|HT|A[N|I|C|I|E|V|E|N|A|D
A|{C|E|O|F|S|P|A|D|E|S|A|BjI
LIUIR{J{MIT|{L|S|{P|BID|MIY|R
E|Q|S|A|1|S|I|D|Y[K|AIA|T|P
O|V|E|D|T|S|U|E|K|M]|LID[I[N
SIRIE|{O|E|B|R|S|E|W/E[N|S|O
C|O|U[N|T|R|Y|B|I|T|T|E|R|D
S|TIE|A/M|C|O|C|K|O|J|S|A|N
B|G|O{O|D|O|L|D|B[{OjY|S|V]|O
A|KIMIA|Y|FIL|Y|E|OJM]A|N]L

Circle the BEER names hidden in the square
above, there are twenty eight to find, one
Hertfordshire Brewed Beer is not listed to
add a little fun. The first correct entry
opened on 8th August will receive a copy of
the Hertfordshire Guide to Real Ale.

Send to Paul Ruane, 15 Turpins Close,
Hertford SG14 2EH.

The WINNER of wordsearch No1 issue 161
was B. Jarman of Mill Hill, NW7.

ABBOT ALE, ACE OF SPADES, BANANA
MADNESS, BARKING MAD, BROADSIDE,
CREAM, CROFTERS, DEMON, EARLES ALE,
ESB, FARGO GENISIS, GOOD OLD BOY,
LEO'S, LONDON PRIDE, MAYFLY, OATMEAL
STOUT, OLD RABY, RED PYKE, RIPTIDE, SBA,
STEAMCOCK, TEESDALE, TITANIC, TOBY,
VARSITY, YEOMAN.

Bottled Beer Collection

Steve Doughty is putting up his collection
of over 100 British bottie beers for sale. The
beers are dated from the late 1970’s to the
early 1980's and include 26 Silver Jubilee
and 56 Royal Wedding ales. He would
prefer to sell them in one lot and warns any
prospective purchaser to allocate them-
selves a display area before proceeding.
Steve can be contacted at 14 Upper Hall
Park, Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 2NN.
Tel/Fax: 01442 873852.
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APPLICATION FOR CAMRA
MEMBERSHIP

I/We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale Limited, and
agree to abide by the Memorandum and Articles of

Association of the Campaign. | am/We are over 18 years of
age (AGE )

NAME(S)

SIGNATURE ...ttt et e
TELEPHONE NUMBER(S)

I/We enclose remittance for individual/joint membership for
one year: Single £14
Joint £17
1/We would like to receive further information about CAMRA
* Knowledge of the average age of our members would be
helpful. The information need only be given if you wish ALL
MEMBERS MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE.
Please send your remittance (payable to CAMRA Limited)
with this application form to:
THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, CAMRA LTD.,
230 HATFIELD ROAD, ST. ALBANS., HERTS. AL1 4LW
OR WHY NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF DIRECT DEBIT?

=

Watton Road, Datchworth, Herts SG3 6TB

Hertfordshire’s leading purveyor of
Real Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 1408 ales from over 323 brewers

Introducing our House Ales
Five Hides Bitter 4.0% ABV
Hop Pit Bitter 4.5% ABV

Home made food available every
Lunchtime & Evening until 10pm
All day Sunday until 9.30pm

Opening Times:

11.00 - 3.00 5.00 — 11.00 Mon — Wed
11.00 — 11.00 Thurs, Fri & Sat
12.00 — 10.30 Sunday

Almost Live Music some of the time

Telephone: 01438-812496




Hertfordshire South Branch
Tuesday 17th June branch meeting Cross Keys
Harpenden 8pm

Tuesday 22nd July branch meeting CAMRA HQ
230 Hatfield Road, St Albans 8pm.

Contact: John
0171 251 6070 (w)

Watford & District Branch

Bishop 01582 768478 (h)

Wednesday 4th June, social; 8.30pm Swan,
Abbots Langley, 9.30pm Kings Head,
Huntonbridge.

Tuesday 10th June, Boules evening at the Coach
& Horses, Croxley Green, 8.30pm start.

Friday 20th June, pre-Xmas pub crawl round
Hampstead, NW3, Three Horseshoes, Heath
Street 5.00pm, then Hollybush, Holly Mount,
6.00pm, full itinerary from contact.
Wednesday 25th June, Ricky social,
White Bear, 8.45pm, Feathers,
Hogshead, 10.00pm, Fox & Hounds.
Wednesday 2nd July, skittles evening Kings
Head, Huntonbridge, 8.30pm.

Wednesday 9th July, independents social, Ricky;
8.30pm, Coach & Horses, 9.30pm, Hogshead,
10.15pm, Fox & Hounds.

Thursday 17th July GBG social, Plough Belsize
8.30pm, transport available from Watford
Junction 8.15pm.

Tuesday 22nd July, railway pub crawl; 8.00pm
Moon & Sixpence, Hatch End, 9.00pm, Partridge,
Carpenters Park, 9.45pm Flag & Firkin Watford.
Saturday 26th July, joint social with West Middx
branch in St Albans, Garibaldi, noon.

Friday 8th August, social at Great British Beer

8.00pm,
9.15pm,

Festival, meet at the membership stand on the
hour from 6.00pm onwards.
Contact: Tony Smith 01923 221155 (w/h)

North Hertfordshire Branch
Wednesday 11th June social Three Horseshoes,
Hooks Cross, Chequers, Bragbury End,
Greenkeeper, Stevenage Golf Course, Pig &
Whistle and Crown Aston, start 8pm.
Wednesday 25th June Social; Cat & Fiddle, Motte
& Bailey and Fox, Pirton.

Wednesday 9th July Branch Meeting (Pub of the
Year voting) Hitchin Rugby Club.

Friday 25th July Petanque Rising Sun Halls Green.
Contact: Colleen Holiday 01462 730975 (h) (ansa-
phone)

Herts-Essex Borders Branch
Contacts: Graham Darby 01279 680233 (w)
01279 415895 (h)

Mid-Chilterns Branch

Thursday 5th June social, Red Lion Chenies
8.30pm, Pheasant (Waterside) Chesham 9.30pm,
Kings Arms Chesham 10.15pm.

Contact: Chris Pontin 01494 778624(w),
01494 775409(h)

East Anglia Regional Meeting
Saturday 7th June 12 noon, Town Bridge
Peterborough.

Herts Liaison Meeting
Monday 14th July 8pm Lytton Arms Old
Knebworth.

Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual guest beers

THE WHITE HORSE
cAasTLE STREET
HERTFORD
‘01992 501950

A TRUE FREEHOUSE
FOOD EVERY LUNCHTIME.

FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE/PRIVATE BAR
CLUB MEETINGS CATERED FOR.

DARK HORSE BREWERY

SUNRUNNER ¢ DARKHORSE ALE
You can order the above beers by the polypin
or firkin for parties from our Brewery Tap




