0 GL4g,
%

i GUARANTE

A,
Uy NS

A bi-monthly publication for the discerning real ale drinker

FEBRUARY/MARCH 1998 CircuLATION 4000 NUMBER 167

Woodman Wildhill
South Herts Pub of the Year 1997

The Woodman, Wildhill has been awarded the South Herts Pub of the Year for
the second time in 12 years. They were the winners of the award at its inception
in 1986.

The photograph above shows Roz and Graham Craig receiving the first Dave
Burns Memorial Award from Steve Bury at the Woodman in November.

At both functions there was a very good turn out of new friends and old which

goes to show that if you have a good pub with good licencees you are on a
winner.



Hertfordshire Pubs
of the Year

South Herts: As reported in the last
newsletter the “Woodman”, Wildhill has
won the honour of being the South Herts
Pub of The Year. The runner up place was a
tie and presentations will be made to the
White Horse Hertford on the 17th March
1998 and the Lower Red Lion St Albans on
the 21st April 1998. The competition was
fierce and the excellent Woodman
Chapmore End last Years Winner came in
fourth.

Watford: The Land of Liberty Peace and
Plenty ,Heronsgate won Watford’s award.
Runners up were: The Fox & Hounds,
Rickmansworth (a previous winner ) and it
was pleasing to see this Tied house which
serves a genuine guest beer recognised.
The Estcourt Arms Watford is a genuine
Irish Pub not one of the ersatz fakes that
always seem to be part of the town centre
pub circuits, but a genuine friendly locals
local. The Sportsman and the Coach &
Horses, Croxley Green received praise and
support. The Flag & Firkin Watford got high
marks for the quality of its Ales but fell
down on friendliness and ambience. Fake
handpumps selling Addlestones cider also
had a negative effect on the voters.

Trading Standards

If you the consumer are having problems
with, licensed premises that fail to give
full measure, do not display price lists,
strength lists. (Alcohol by volume) or
Business names you are entitled to
contact the Trading Standards Offices.
The Hertfordshire Office address is:-

45 Grosvenor Road, St Albans,

Herts AL1 3AW. Phone 01727- 813880

D.B.M.A. for Richard Steward

I am proud to announce that Richard
Steward received the second Dave Burns
Memorial Award at the South Herts branch
AGM 27th January. Richard has been a
member of the Campaign since 1972 and
taken an active part ever since. He is now
taking a well deserved early retirement and
moving from Hertford to Walberswick in
Suffolk. Richard played an active part on
the Committee in the formative years of
the branch. He was McMullen brewery
liaison officer from the inception of the
scheme in the early eighties until the latter
part of last year. Richard Edited the first
edition of the Real Beer in Hertfordshire
Guide when it was a fold out with only 100
pubs listed. The excellent New Years parties
at Bramfield Village Hall always received his
whole hearted support including the
famous real cheese experience.

We wish him all the best in Suffolk, |
understand he is within easy walking
distance of the GBG listed “Bell” Public
house which he may visit from time to time.
The award was of course for his services to
the Branch and Campaign.

Last Word on issue 165

Dr Trevor Roberts who was on the far right
in the photo on the front cover of issue 165
has been in touch. | am corrected, George
and Glad Vardy were guests to the 1982
event and had left the pub in 1978. It was
not John Green who was unknown, this
referred to the person standing next to him
who was later identified as Rob Griffin.
John played a very impotant role in the
formation of CAMRA which he has not
received any real credit for. This | hope is
the last word on the picture. Ed.
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Short Measure to be Outlawed

The article “Wetherspoon Lines Them Up” in our last edition, has caused a large amount
of debate and we have received a letter from Peter Brown of “The Commodore”
Birkenhead. ( | am amazed how far the newsletter travels, we must be doing something
right).

He states :- You seem to be more stupid and misinformed than even our Wirral branch
when it comes to beer and glasses. Oversized glasses are horrible monstrosities to drink
out of. It is illegal to serve over measure as much as it is under measure. If you want your
pint topping up to the brim then say so; some people don't like it , preferring a frothy
head. | cant remember the last time a CAMRA member actually bought a pint so why the
fuss about pint glasses ? It's nothing to do with you.

Since when did CAMRA people support pubs regularly ? Our local crowd appear
occasionally in ones and twos, order half of a guest beer and then proceed to get up
everybody’s nose by making notes in their books. Buying a half or two, annoying people
then putting your anorak on to go and do it again in the next pub does not help your
cause one bit.

As for shopping pubs to the Trading Standards as you advertised in your paper you should
be ashamed of yourselves. Publicans do not have to serve you at all ( and without giving a
reason).

Peter is a member of the British Institute of Innkeepers (whatever that means).

Editors Comment: Upon reading this letter it appears that Mr Brown is a rather intolerant
person ( unfortunately these people are not to rare in the licensed trade ). The drinking
public has no problem using oversized glasses and we must congratulate not only
Wetherspoon but also the “Gate” Sawbridgeworth which has been pleasing its customers
with oversized lined glasses for the last six months. Most CAMRA members are reasonably
well informed about the pubs in their area and if confronted by short measure and abuse
will inevitably complain and then drink elsewhere. There will in any large organisation be
some people who act in odd and eccentric ways, Peter must be the judge of which group
he wishes to encourage to use his establishment , though | imagine he has discouraged a
large number already.

Reporting Pubs or any other establishment to the Trading Standards is a consumers right,
I would suggest that this only occurs when the offence is a persistent one.

The Government have heard the voice of the consumer at last and MP Dennis Turner’s
Private Members Bill to make the use of lined glasses compulsory was passed on the 12th
December 1997and has now gone to the committee stage and the House of Lords.

BEER FESTIVALS

Ware Real Ale Festival:
Following the success of last years event
the second festival will take place at the
Ware Arts Centre on 24th -26th April. starting 24th March onwards 20-30 beers
More details will be published in the will be on sale on a first come first serve
next issue and if you wish to help please basis.

contact:- Jan Ordon 01920-424095

Cock & Bottle
Great Gaddesden:
A Mini Fest will be run in the pub




The White Lion
Writes

I have received a letter from the Licensee of
“White Lion” Sopwell Lane, St Albans.
Which says “ Reference the article on the St
Albans historic Pubs and Inns trail written
by Steve Bury in issue 166. We take
exception to his remark  that
“Unfortunately you will have to take the
other Pubs as you find them, in many you
are better off admiring the architecture
than the beer.”

We take great pride in serving fine ales and
food and have several CAMRA members
amongst our regular clientele. We stock
real Ales from Adnams,Bass and Tetley as
well as a different guest beer every week.
Regularly our customers compliment us on
the quality of the beer served.

His comments by inference indicate that
only the named pubs are worth a visit and
having visited them ourselves we would
suggest that his judgement is questionable.
Our belief is that CAMRA was set up to
encourage and promote Real Ale and his
negative comments are unlikely to gain
support for this aim from the unnamed
Pubs.

Editors comment:

I wrote the review of the Historic Pub Trail
when it was launched in October 1997 and
only commented on pubs that | visited
regularly. It would have been a very long
and boring article if | had commented on
all 25 pubs listed. My comment “that the
architecture is better than the beer in many
of the pubs listed”, says nothing about the
“"White Lion”and can see no reason why it
should therefore cause offence.

To put the record straight | agree with the
Publican about the quality and variety of
beers served at the “White Lion” and hope
that the good relationship between
CAMRA and the licensees will continue.

Talking Newspaper
for the Blind

For sometime now CAMRA has
produced a Talking Newspaper Tape for
Blind and partially sighted people. This
contains articles selected from “Whats
Brewing” and is in great demand.
Unfortunately the Reading and Mid -
Berkshire Branch of the Campaign can
no longer continue to produce the
monthly recording and Head Office in
St Albans has taken over the job.

We need readers urgently, no previous
experience is necessary and you will
only need to give a couple of hours of
your time a maximum of once a month
to help with this very worthwhile task.

Interested Readers please contact:-
lain Loe
CAMRA Head Quarters
230 Hatfield Road
St Albans
Herts AL1 4LW.
phone 01727-867201

St Albans
Beer Fest 97

I would like to thank again all those people
who helped to make the Festival a success
in October 1997. Unfortunately although
the customers and staff had an excellent
time the event made very little profit. We
have had difficulties resolving issues arising
from the hire of the Alban Arena and the
Charities have still not received their
contributions. | can only apologise for the
delay which has been outside my control.
Steve Bury Fest Organiser

o

oo

Abbots Langley

The Boys Home is now selling Real Ale,
Wadwoth 6X.

The Compasses is selling Courage Best,
Directors and Fullers, London Pride as well
as a guest.

Bedmond

The Bell has Tetley bitter and two other
guests. the White Hart has Tetley bitter,
ABC bitter and a guest.

Bishops Stortford

James and Helen of the Tap & Spile are
leaving Friday 13th Feb. James is leaving to
become a representative for Batemans
Brewery.

Boxmoor

The Princes Arms has closed and become
the Hooden Horse whatever that means,
any news on this chain would be welcome.

Croxley Green

We welcome Karen and David to the White
Horse who arrived 22nd Dec after the
kitchen and cellar were renovated.

Cuffley
It is reported that the landlord of the
Plough may soon be leaving.

Epping Green
The Beehive has resumed selling guest
beers (at unreal prices).

Garston

The .Three Horseshoes has re-opened
serving Tetley bitter,Benskins Best and
Morland Old Speckled Hen. the local
CAMRA branch are in dispute about the
price of the Benskins (£2.10) how much is
the Speckled Hen?

Goffs Oak
It is rumoured that the Prince of Wales
Burton Lane (McMullen) may be

demolished and a new pub built in the
Rosedale area.

Harpenden

The Rose &Crown has now been re-named
Hooden off the Rails (Why ??) and become
a Free house. Ales available Hopback
Summer Lightning, Hook Norton Old
Hooky and Ringwood 49’er.

The Oak Tree is now producing its own
newsletter and is stocking an unusual
selection of Micro Brewers Beers.

The Queens Head now re-named the
Skewed Bridge claims to be a Free house
but only serves Tetley best bitter and
Adnams bitter. What has happened to
traditional pub names in Harpenden? the
madness continues unabated.

The Cross Keys a traditional pub with a
traditional name is to be extended.

The vacant Charlie Wilson garage is to be
converted into a Hogshead.

The Harpenden Arms closed for
refurbishment will reopen shortly.

Hemel Hempstead

The Anchor has been converted into an
Irish bar and renamed the Leinster.
Wetherspoons have opened a new pub in
the Marlows called The Full House. This is
because it was previously the home of that
Great British institution a Bingo Hall.

Hertford

The appeal against the refusal of a license
for the Old Cross Tavern to be opened in
what was previously an antique shop in St
Andrews Street has been lost.

The Reindeer Port Hill has become the
Hooden Horse Too what does the name
mean, we understand that all these
Hooden establishments are on a wine bar
format. Without entering the door the
name has put me off already.

Kinsbourne Green
The Fox has had a refurb and received a
new manager.

PT.O. for more Pub News



Letchmore Heath

The Three Horseshoes has a new
manageress Geraldine Fountain who was
pleased to announce that she is single. We
wish her all the best in her new pub.

Letchworth

Has a new pub the Litton Tree which is
selling Wadsworth 6X, Boddingtons Bitter
and Courage Directors.

Little Berkhampstead
The Five Horseshoes will be closed and re-
open as a Chef And Brewer eaterie.

London Colney

It now appears that the Bell will be staying
as a public house. MacDonalds who got
planning permission for change of use to a
“Burger Drive Through”, have found the
venture not to be viable.

The Pear & Partridge has had an extensive
refurbishment and a new management
team. (further details awaited)

Patchets Green
We would like to welcome Bob Bold the
new manager at the Three Compasses.

Pimlico

The Swan sells Flowers IPA, Fullers London
Pride and Greene King Abbot Ale.

St Albans

The Cock has re-opened with its new
Greene King livery.

We are also pleased to announce that the
Blue Anchor has discontinued Mac’s
Gladstone in favour of Country Bitter

Sawbridgeworth

Tom Barnett of the Gate has gone into
partnership to set up a Three Barrel
brewery and is looking for suitable
premises. We are also very pleased that he
has been using oversized glasses in the
Gate for the last six months.

Tyttenhanger

Considering the trouble we have every time
pub news is published about the Barley
Mow, | have tried to find out why the pub
has been closed since the beginning of
January 98 until we went to print on the
29th. Any further corroborated
information will be kindly received.

Waltham Cross
A new Wetherspoon pub the Moon and
Cross is due to open in March.

Watford
The Hertfordshire Arms has installed a Bar
Billiards table

Willian

The Fox which has been acquired by
Marstons has been refurbished and re-
opened as a “Shaker Browns” restaurant

Competition
Brewery Names Wordsearch

After the exceedingly hard Christmas
Crossword you are invited to enter our
wordsearch and find the thirty Brewers
named:-

ADNAMS, ANSELLS, ARKELLS, BANKS,
BRAIN, CROWN BUCKLEY, DARLEY,
DONNINGTON, ELDRIDGE POPE, ELGOOD,
EVERARD, GALES, GLENNY, GREENE KING,
HYDES, JENNINGS, LEES, MCEWAN, MOLES,
MORDUE, RANDALLS, RIDING, RIDLEYS,
SMILES, SWALE, ULAY, VAUX, VERULAM,
WARDS, YOUNGS.

Completed entries should be sent to Paul
Ruane, 15 Turpins Close, Hertford, Herts
SG14 2EH.

The first correct entry to be opened 3rd
April 1998 will receive a copy of the “Real
Beer in Hertfordshire Guide”. The winner of
the competition in edition 165 was:-

Geoff Bourne of Hitchin.
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Editor Leaves

Unfortunately due to work commitments
which take him out of the country on short
notice Bill Austin has had to give up the
position of co-editor. Bill has been editing
the Herts Newsletter for many years and his
blend of dry humour and hard fact have
made it an excellant read. | would like to
thank Bill on behalf of all the Herts
Branches and the readership.

Steve Bury editor

THE LORDSHIP ARMS
THE INN IN THE STICKS
Benington Nr Stevenage.

REAL ALE OASIS for the
DISCERNING DRINKER

Fullers London Pride and ESB
everchanging guest beers from
independent and Micro Breweries
also Traditional Cider

North Herts Pub of the Year 1997
This Pub is NOT on the Market

Homemade Bar Food served Daily
Two Course Sunday Roast £7.00

A Pub worth finding
Telephone 01438-869665

TILBURY

Inn off the Green

Watton Road, Datchworth, Herts SG3 6TB

Hertfordshire’s leading purveyor of
Real Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 1535 ales from over 342 brewers

Introducing our House Ales
Five Hides Bitter 4.0% ABV
Hop Pit Bitter 4.5% ABV

Home made food available every
Lunchtime & Evening until 10pm
All day Sunday until 9.30pm

Opening Times:

11.00 - 3.00 5.00 —11.00 Mon — Wed
11.00 — 11.00 Thurs, Fri & Sat
12.00 — 10.30 Sunday

Almost Live Music some of the time

Telephone: 01438-812496




Hertfordshire South Branch
Tuesday 10th Feb prospective G.B.G. Pub
tour, by minibus through branch contact.
Tuesday 17th Feb Branch meeting Cross
Keys, Harpenden. 8pm.
Tuesday 3rd March G.B.G.
meeting CAMRA HQ 8pm.
Tuesday 17th March Branch Meeting and
POTY runner-up award White Horse
Hertford. 8pm.

Contact John Bishop 01582 768478(h)
0171 251 6070 (w)

Watford & District Branch

Friday 6th Feb, Quiz Night West Herts
Sports Club Watford 8.00pm.

Thursday 12th Feb, Croxley Green, Social
Fox & Hounds, 8.30pm, Sportsman 9.15pm,
Coach & Horses 10.00pm.

Tuesday 17th Feb, Pub Games evening
Villiers Arms, Oxhey.8.30pm.

Tuesday 3rd March, Watford wander,
Artichoke, the Parade, 8.30pm, Golden Lion
Estcourt Road, 9.30pm, Estcourt Arms, St
Johnshead,10.15pm.

Tuesday 10th March, GBG Social, Victoria,
Oxhey. 8.30pm.

Contact :Tony Smith 01923- 221155 (w/h)

Selection

North Hertfordshire Branch
Wednesday 4th Feb, 8pm Branch meeting
and GBG selection, at the Sunrunner,

Hitchin.

Wednesday 18th Feb, 8.30pm, Royston
crawl, start at Coach & Horses.

Wednesday 4th March Branch AGM, Rising
Sun, Halls Green, North Herts Pub of the
Year Voting & 99 GBG surveys.

Wednesday 18th March, 8.30pm, social
start the Station, Knebworth, followed by
the Chequers, Fox and Red Lion Woolmer
Green.

Contact: Colleen Holiday 01462 730 975 (h)

Herts-Essex Borders Branch
Monday 16th Feb AGM Rising Sun, High
Wych, 8.30pm.

Monday 16th March Branch meeting Last
Post, Loughton, 8.30pm.

Friday 27th- Sunday 29th March, Beer
lovers weekend Wiveliscombe, Somerset.
W/end includes trips to Exmoor and
Cotliegh, Breweries.

Contact: Graham Darby 01279 680233 (w)
01279 415895 (h)

Mid-Chilterns Branch

Mon 9th Feb, 8.30pm, Stag & Griffen,
Tatling End, 9.45pm, Red Lion, Chenies.
Mon 23rd Feb 8.30pm, Cock & Rabbit, the
Lee. 9.30pm Cross Keys, Great Missenden.
10.15pm. Crown, Little Missenden.Contact:
Chris Pontin 01442 380115 .

Lion

( Fishpool Stre

Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual guest beers

THE WHITE HORSE
CASTLE STREET
HERITFORD
01992 501950

A TRUE FREEHOUSE
FOOD EVERY LUNCHTIME.

FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE/PRIVATE BAR
CLUB MEETINGS CATERED FOR.

DARK HORSE BREWERY

SUNRUNNER ¢ DARKHORSE ALE
You can order the above beers by the polypin
or firkin for parties from our Brewery Tap




