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Your Pint — Who Gets What

Head Free
(oversized glass)

< Profit 23%

Tax
-«—— VAT 30%
Excise Duty

HALF PINT =

e

~«——— Retail Costs 27 %

Brewing &
¢ Distribution 20%

1 pint at £1.80



Short Measure letter
Misinformed

As a follow up to Peter Brown's letter in
the February newsletter re oversize
glasses, it is worth noting that the entry
in the current Good Beer Guide for his
pub, the “Commodore”in Birkenhead,
includes the description “Back street
bikers' pub with a licensee whose views
do not always accord with those of
CAMRA". A local CAMRA member ( who
does drink pints when he goes to the pub
). described it as “neglected, but worth a
visit”, but obviously judging by the
landlords views it might be appropriate
to leave your anorak, notebook and
CAMRA guide at home! Talking of his
views, he might be interested to learn
that the provision making the “long
pull” (ie. selling over measure) illegal has
been repealed and has not been an
offence since 17th May 1996. If Mr Brown
is so out of touch with the licensing laws
that govern his trade, what other aspects
of the pub trade and his customers is he
" stupid and misinformed “ about?
comments from Bill Austin who wrote
the original article “Wetherspoons Lines
Them Up” in edition 166.

Trading Standards

If you the consumer are having problems
with, licensed premises that fail to give
full measure, do not display price lists,
strength lists. , (Alcohol by volume) or
Business names you are entitled to
contact the Trading Standards Offices.
The Hertfordshire Office address is:-

45 Grosvenor Road, St Albans,

Herts AL1 3AW. Phone 01727- 813880
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Beers... Beers... Beers...

Hertford Castle Special Pale Ale:
This is McMullens fifteenth special
reserve with an ABV of 5%. Progress and
Bramling Hops will be used in the brew
with Goldings used later to add flavour
and aroma. The beer will be available on
draught by handpump and in 500 ml
bottles from the 9th March for 10 weeks
in 150 selected pubs and free trade
outlets.

Wherry Bitter, East Anglia Champ
Wherry bitter from Woodforde's brewery
Woodbastwick Norfolk was selected as
1997 Champion Beer of East Anglia.
9,000 CAMRA members voted in this
prestigious competition. Mighty Oak,
Burntwood Bitter from Brentwood Essex
came second and Nethergate Bitter,
Clare Suffolk, 1996 winner came third.

Worthington White Sheild Saved

After a major campaign Bass have

decided not to axe this famous bottle-

conditioned beer and have agreed for it
to be brewed under contract by King &
Barnes of Horsham

e

School Lane, Kings Walden, Herts SG4 8LH.
CAMRA Herts South Branch.
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The Skew Bridge

Never in the history of the Hertfordshire
newsletter has a mention in “Down Your
Way"” caused so much concern. To date |
have received four letters from John Davis,
Harvey Haynes, lan Leckie, Malcolm
Sharrock and Landlord, Barry_Grey, who
have raised several issues which | was not
aware of when issue 167 went to print. The
reason that the new pub name was spelt
“SKEWED" not "SKEW" was that | received
the information on all the changes in
Harpenden by a hand written note from a
local member, which | misinterpreted. | do
not live in Harpenden and thank John Davis
for being good enough to give me a
diagram of the bridge in his
correspondence, Barry Grey bettered this
by including photographs. | accept that
there are plenty of “Queens Head'’s” but
very few “Skew Bridge’s”. CAMRA is very
concerned about the loss of traditional pub
names and we would certainly not object
to the change of name in this case. It is
unfortunate that the quote “What has
happened to pub names in Harpenden ?
the madness continues unabated” followed
the mention of the “Skew Bridge”. It is of
course appropriate to the “Rose & Crown”
and it is not surprising that we have had no
correspondence from the “Hooden” chain.
I am informed that a pub named the “Rose
& Crown” in Harpenden can be traced back
to 1728. At this point it seems pertinent to
print a quote from Malcolm Sharrock.

“ After many years of neglect The Queens;
Head, probably Harpendens least attractive
pub , has been given a new lease of life.
New hosts, Barry and Zoe, together with an
army of dedicated followers , have worked
miracles. This tied pub has been re-
decorated, there is an excellent menu
(correction - the menu is good the food is
excellent) and the beer garden is looking
great and ready for summer. Sensibly they
keep the choice of real ales down to three;
barrels are changed frequently and it's
extremely well kept. So far they have had

Tetley's, Eldridge Pope, Adnams, Wadworth
6X, Hardy’s Sussex. As | write they have
Hardy's Country, Marstons Pedigree and
Allsopps St Mowden (well however you
spell it). To break away from the appalling
image of the past they have adopted a new
name, the Skew Bridge, after our unique
and famous railway bridge over

Southdown Road. Its popularity has shot
up, no wonder.”

Well after that | feel somewhat sorry for
Barry and Zoe who have now been put on
a pedestal by Malcolm. As this is a “Tied”
pub and all the beers supplied come from
the company portfolio, | hope that the
external livery naming “Alehouse” the
owners, does not mislead customers into
thinking the “Skew Bridge” is a “Free
House.” (our reporter certainly got it
wrong). | hope that we have now put the
record straight and would like to apologise
for any inconvenience caused.

Steve Bury Editor.

South Herts branch members spent an
enjoyable evening at the opening of the
Gate, Bricket Wood on Friday 6th March.
Now owned and run by the same team as

the Lower Red Lion, St Albans, this is a
welcome edition to the small number of
genuine Free Houses in Hertfordshire. the
interior has been refurbished in character
with this fine old pub. Six real Ales are on
offer including Adnams bitter and Fullers
London Pride as regulars,and four guest
beers from micro brewers. We look forward
to revisiting the pub and wish all concerned
every success.

Phil Defriez



Chancellor Hits
Drinkers Again

As we go to press Gordon Brown has struck
Britains Brewers and Beer Drinkers another
blow by raising excise duty yet again. The
increase of 1pence per pint from January
1999 will of course be nearer 2p and will
have VAT levied as well. Brewers
traditionally either raise prices in the run
up to Christmas or will add their own price
rise to the tax increase. We must not forget
that beer prices were raised by the same
amount in the last budget and Mike
Benner, CAMRA Head of Campaigns said
“The French brewers and Calais beer
warehouses will be celebrating in style,
while British publicans and beer lovers pick
up the tab. Mr Brown has offered no
support for the 900,000 British jobs
supported by the beer and pubs industry.
Millions of pints of cheap French beer will
continue to flood our shores.”

13% of beer brewed in France is now
brought over to the UK by personal
shoppers and smugglers. It is sad that beer
from British brewers such as, Shepherd
Neame, John Smith/Courage, and
Boddingtons can also be bought at knock
down prices in French ferry Hypermarkets.
This is somewhat hypocritical considering
the brewers stand on taxation inequalities.
Their reply is that it forced upon them by
the loss of business. It is predicted that if
duty is not cut cross border shopping for
beer will increase from 1in 20 pints to 1in 5
pints by 2006. The Chancellor has ignored
evidence that a cut in duty would benefit
the industry , consumers and the
government within two years.

CAMRA will continue to campaign for duty
to be reduced to the EU level to revitalise
the British industry. Literally all Britains
brewers have pledged to hand back any tax
cuts by reducing prices at the point of
dispense in Pubs, Off Licenses and
Supermarkets.

So come on Gordon have a re-think Cut
Excise Duty help the Brewing Industry and
please beer drinkers.

George & Dragon Baldock

another lost local?

It is sad to see a boarded up pub and worse
when it is on a prime site in a conservation
area in the centre of Baldock. Greene King
have closed and boarded up the “George &
Dragon” and intend to sell it with an
absolute bar on the sale of alcohol on the
premises for the duration of the 99-year
lease. The “George & Dragon” has been an
Inn for 400 years and has associations with
Samuel Pepys, King Charles 1, the
highwayman, Shock Oliver and the Rolling
Stones. In a cynical move the complete
interior was gutted by the Brewery soon
after the closure. Those interested in a
campaign to save the pub should write to:-
Richard Cobb, Area Manager. Greene King,
Westgate Brewery, Bury St Edmunds.
Suffolk.

copies to:- Chris Penfold, Baldock Mail, 23
Pembroke Road, Baldock.

brewing traditions
the firest ales in the countr

The information printed in Down Your Way
comes from a wide variety of sources and it
is inevitable that some errors will occur. We
make every effort to ensure that
information is correct and our research
shows that this a very popular section of
the newsletter. Please inform us of any
mistakes and the appropriate apology
/retraction will be published.

Baldock
The George & Dragon which is closed is to
be sold without license see article page 4.

Bramfield

The Grandison Arms has had the car park
extended ( yes we will print almost
anything).

Goffs Oak

McMullens have informed us that The
Prince of Wales Burton Lane will not be
demolished to build a new pub.

Halls Green
The Rising Sun is North Herts pub of the
year 1997.

Harpenden
The Inn on the Green
refurbishment.

is closed for

The Harpenden Arms has reopened the
initial response from our reporter to the
alterations was luke warm.

The Rose & Crown/Hooden off the Rails
and Skew Bridge/Queens Head are
mentioned in the article on page 3.

Hertford )

The Sportsman was taken over by the
Ambitious pub company in November.
There have been no changes at the pub yet
but the range of beers may change (to the
Greene King portfolio) and a large screen
TV will be put up in the former restaurant.

Brian and Val Parcells have left the Black
Horse to become “normal people again”.
The pub was recently nominated for

.

“Community pub of the year” but did not
win. Brian and Val will be missed by all of
the regulars. The pub will probably get new |
tenants in May. It is hoped that they will‘
leave the pubs cask breathers where they
belong- gathering dust on the wall- where
they have been for the last eight years.

\
Letchmore Heath |

We are sorry to have to report that|
Geraldine Fountain the manageress of The
Three Horseshoes died shortly after the last
newsletter went to print.

London Colney

The Bell will be converted into a
MacDonalds “Drive through” as yet we do |
not know when the work will commence. |

Northaw
The Sun has reopened with a new licensee
Kathleen Windmill.

St Albans

The Mermaid does not open on Sunday
evenings closing at 5 o’clock.

The Peacock closed at the beginning of
March any further information would be
helpful.

The White Hart Hotel although covered in
scaffolding for exterior redecoration is still
open for business.

Stevenage
The Tom Tiddlers Tavern and the Crooked
Billet have new landlords..

Tewin

The Rose & Crown is having a refurb and
the Plume & Feathers has been taken over
by Marstons.

Tyttenhanger
The Barley Mow is still closed apparently
awaiting planning permission any
corroborated information will be kindly
received.

P.T.O. for more Pub News




Woolmer Green
The Chequers has a new landlord.

Watford

The Rose & Crown, No Real Ales, has been
renamed the Salthill it appears that they
are seeking a night club image.

The MIX Brewery a little further along
Market Street appears to have ceased
trading for quite some time.

Beer Festivals

Ware Real Ale Festival:

Following the success of last years event
the second festival will take place at the
Ware Arts Centre on 24th -26th April.

24 Real Ales and 2 Ciders are on offer,

opening times ... Friday 7.30-11
Saturday 6-11
Sunday 1-5

Only a ticket purchased in advance
guarantees entrance. It costs £3 and
includes a commemorative glass;
available from Ware Town Council, The
Priory, Ware SG12 9AL or from Genesis
jewellers in the High Street. If you wish
to help or need more details please
contact:- Jan Ordon 01920-424095

Chesham:

To be held in the Malthouse opposite the
Library 23rd May.

Contact:- 01442-834899

CAMRA Croxley Beer Festival:
Being held at the Sportsman Pub Croxley
Green. 10 Beers and one Cider.

Open from 5pm on Friday 15th & from
11am Saturday 16th May.

Entrance Free.

Contact :- Tony Smith 01923 221155
(h/w)
11th Ongar Festival:

April 30th to May 3rd.
Contact:- 01279 680233 (H)

Make May a Mild Month

For more years than | choose to
remember CAMRA has spent May
campaigning to support Mild beers.
Contrary to popular belief there are:still
a large number of excellent dark and

light Milds available from brewers:

around the country. It has been said that
Mild has a cloth cap image and drinkers
prefer stronger drinks. | hope we can go
some way to change this by encouraging
well kept mild that can be both a
flavoursome and fulfilling drink.

It is sad to have to repoft that the GBG
listed Black Horse in South Mimms has
discontinued its excellent Greene King
XX dark mild due to lack of demand. We
hope this can be something that can be
easily rectified . CAMRA nationally has
designated May 16th as Mild Day, but
South Herts branch are celebrating by
drinking Banks dark mild from
Wolverhampton & Dudley brewery at the
Elephant & Castle, Amwell on Tuesday

%,12th May, all welcome.

Hopefully you will be finding mild on
sale in pubs where you wouldn’t expect it
in May, so try some you may be
surprised.

Pub Names

After the comments on the Skew Bridge
it seems pertinent to make the point that
most pubs in this country have names
related to the royal family. Other than
the obvious Kings and Queens Heads and
Arms, the Red Lion, White Lion, Black
Lion and Golden Lion were all the coats
of arms for the King or his sons. The Fleur
De Lys and Plume of Feathers are the
coat of arms of the Prince of Wales and
William IV introduced the guinea license
and started a pub boom. The oddest
connection is the Elephant & Castle
derived from the Infanta De Castilla
named after the Spanish child bride of
the King, yes, its the Queens Head yet
again.

Competition
Beer Names Wordsearch
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The 30 Beer Names are:- ;
ABBOTT ALE, ABSOLUTION, BALDRIC,
BARLEYCORN, BELTANE, BURTON ALE,
CORNISH, CRIFFEL, DOG BOLTER,
DONCASTER  BEST, ENSIGN ALE,
GALLEON, GOLD, LEGEND, LEO(x 3),
MAGIK, MATINS, MIDAS, MILDEW,
NECTOR, NEMISIS, NOEL, SID, STAG,
STAR, TALISMAN, UNICORN, VIRGO,
VULCAN.

Completed entries should be sent to
Paul Ruane,15 Turpins Close, Hertford, |
Herts SG14 2EH.
The first correct entry to be opened 3rd
June 1998 will receive a copy of the “Real
Beer in Hertfordshire Guide”. The
winners of the crossword competition in
edition 166 were:-
1st D.M.Lucas
2nd P.Williams
3rd A.Thomas

Chorleywood
Watford
Mill Hill

North Star Shines Again

After bejng closed for 2 months the
McMullens managed North Star at
Oaklands, Old Welwyn, is about to open *
after major refurbishment, with the accent
on food.

Gone is the public bar, pool table and darts,
in came the dining tables and a reduced
drinking area. Outside has been modified
with white farm gates, a raised flower
garden with electric gas lights and table
umbrellas. More info after opening visit.

THE LORDSHIP ARMS
THE INN IN THE STICKS
Benington Nr Stevenage.

REAL ALE OASIS for the
DISCERNING DRINKER

Fullers London Pride and ESB
everchanging guest beers,from
independent and Micro Breweries
also Traditional Cider

North Herts Pub of the Year 1997
This Pub is NOT on the Market

Homemade Bar Food served Daily
Two Course Sunday Roast £7.00

A Pub worth finding
Telephone 01438-869665

TILBURY

Inn off the Green

Watton Road, Datchworth, Herts SG3 6TB

Hertfordshire’s leading purveyor of
Real Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 1415 ales from over 323 brewers

Introducing our House Ales
Five Hides Bitter 4.0% ABV
Hop Pit Bitter 4.5% ABV

Home made food available every
Lunchtime & Evening until 10pm
All day Sunday until 9.30pm

Opening Times:

11.00 - 3.00 5.00 —11.00 Mon — Wed
11.00 - 11.00 Thurs, Fri & Sat
12.00 — 10.30 Sunday

Almost Live Music some of the time

Telephone: 01438-812496




| - BRANCH DIARY

Hertfordshire South Branch
Wednesday 8th April Social with NE Beds
Brown Bear, Biggleswade (Transport through
branch contact.)
Tuesday 21st April 8pm, Branch meeting
Lower Red Lion St Albans, + POTY runner up
award. Tuesday 12th May, 8pm, Mild night at
the Elephant & Castle Amwell
Tuesday 19th May Branch Meeting Eight
Bells Hatfield 8pm.
Contact: John Bishop 01582 768478(h)

0171 251 6070 (w)

North Hertfordshire Branch
Wed 1st April, 8.30pm Social Gravely Crawl:
Chesfield Bar, George & Dragon and Waggon
& Horses.

Wed 8th April 8.30pm. Multi Branch Games
Evening: Brown Bear, Biggleswade. (hosted
by East Beds)

Wed 15th April  Social; 8.30pm, Three
Horseshoes, Hinxworth, followed by Three
Tuns, Rose & Crown, and Bushell & Strike,
Ashwell.

Wed 29th April, Social 8.30pm, Walkern
Crawl, White Lion, Yew Tree and Robin Hood.
Wed 13th May, 8.pm, Branch meeting,
Tilbury, Datchworth.

Wed 27th May, Social,8.30pm, Strathmore
Arms, St Pauls Walden. then Bull and
Maidens Head, Whitwell.

Contact: Colleen Holiday 01462 730 975 (h)

Watford & District Branch
Wed 1st April Watford prices survey, 8.00 pm
Southern Cross, 8.30pm Bedford Arms,

9.15pm Horns, 10.00pm One Bell.

Thurs 9th April: Croxley prices survey, 8.30pm
Artichoke, 9.15pm Duke of York, 10.00pm Red
House.

Tues 14th April: Rickmansworth prices survey;
8.30pm Tree, 9.15pm Halfway House,
10.00pm Western.

Fri 17th April: Branch darts Tournament open
to all CAMRA members, 8.30pm West Herts
Sports Club.

Wed 22nd April: Watford Heath/Oxhey prices
survey: 8.30pm Royal Oak, 9.30pm Haydon
Arms, 10.15pm Victoria

Friday 15th May Saturady 16th May First
CAMRA Croxley Beer Festival at the
“Sportsman” Pub Entry Free (Details page 6)

Contact: Tony Smith 01923- 221155 (w/h)

Herts-Essex Borders Branch

Monday 11th May, Prince of Wales Green Tye,

Nr Much Hadham OS TL4418

Monday 8th June Mole Trap, Tawny Common,

Nr Epping ,0S TL5102.

Contact: Graham Darby 01279 680233 (w)
01279 415895 (h)

Mid-Chilterns Branch

Branch AGM Saturday 4th April Royal Oak,
“Lhipperfield. 8pm.

Mon 27th April Village Swan. lvinghoe Aston

8.30pm. Rose & Crown, Ivinghoe, 9.45pm.

Contact: Chris Pontin 01442 380115.

Herts Liaison Meetin.
Monday 6th April, CAMRA HQ, 230
Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts. 8.00pm.

Enjoy a pint at

Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual guest beers

THE WHITE HORSE
CASTLE STREET
HERTITFORD
01992 501950

A TRUE FREEHOUSE
FOOD EVERY LUNCHTIME.

FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE/PRIVATE BAR
CLUB MEETINGS CATERED FOR.

DARK HORSE BREWERY

SUNRUNNER ¢ DARKHORSE ALE
You can order the above beers by the polypin
or firkin for parties from our Brewery Tap




