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South Herts Pub of
The Year

Congratulations to Tina and Viv of the
“Farmers Boy” London Road, St Albans,
who are winners of the South Herts
CAMRA Pub of the Year for 1998. When Viv
bought the pub and returned it to its
original name and installed his Brewery, {
previously in the “Red Cow" Harpenden)
we knew good things were to come. The
pub is an excellent cosy one bar local with
a good range of home brewed beer and
home made food. We have received
enthusiastic help during our beer festivals
especially in 1996 when we were running
short of beer and Viv has also produced
special ales for the festivals and Mild
promotions. The Verulam brewery situated
behind the pub produces three light
coloured hoppy beers, Special 0G1037
ABV3.8% IPA OG1040 ABV 4% Farmers Joy
0G1043 ABV4.5% and a cask conditioned
VB Lager ,as well as special brews. The pub
is of course in the Good beer guide and is
well worth a visit especially 23rd March
when the presentation will take place.
Runners Up:

2nd Woodman Wwildhill

3rd Woodman Chapmore End

4th Overdraught  Park Street

Trading Standards

If you the consumer are having problems
with, licensed premises that fail to give full
measure, do not display price lists, strength
lists. (Alcohol by volume) or Business names
you are entitled to contact the Trading
Standards Offices.

The Hertfordshire Office address is:-

45 Grosvenor Road, St Albans,

Herts AL1 3AW. Phone: 01727-813880

Sicillian Crime wave hits
Herts pubs

Kidnaps & Ransoms: Two pubs the “Goat”
Hertford Heath and and the “"Three Tuns”
St Andrews Street ,Hertford were hit by
mystery kidnappers just before Christmas.
The first to go was Shaun the sheep from
the “Goat” shortly afterwards his coat and
a ransom note demanding a ransom of £30
be donated to the "delightful staff” in time
for their Christmas Do. This reduced the
number of suspects that Landlord Chris
Ross was considering. Kidnappers then
struck at the “Three Tuns” where Mr
Snowman disappeared from behind the
bar. The ransom note this time asked for
£25 to be raised for charity. Landlady Sarah
Maltby duly ran a Karaoke night to raise
the money. Supt Phil Picton Divisional
commander East Herts Police commented
“The kidnappers can’t pull the wool over
our eyes, the case of Mr Snowman shows
that this sort of crime is snowballing,
however we are making every effort to
solve these crimes.”

Hostages Safe Return: Shaun the sheep
from the “Goat” spent 27 days in captivity
but was released after Chris Ross the
landlord donated £50 to a breast cancer
research charity and bought the entire pub
a drink. Mr Snowman was slightly better
off being returned after 18 days. The
Karaoke night had in fact raised £50 for
charity and he was found safe on the
“Three Tuns” doorstep.

five regulars at old haunt

The “Plume & Feathers” at Tewin a 17th
century Grade |l listed former coaching
house does not have one ghost but five and
that’s official. They have been identified by
psychic Diane Jane and all of them
including the mysterious lady in grey are
friendly {whatever that means). Landlord
Mark Thomas is “staying open minded”.

School Lane, Kings Walden, Herts 5G4 8LH.
CAMRA Herts South Branch.

COPY DATE for April/May 1999 Edition: 1st March 1999.

fThe Hertfordshire Newsletter is produced by the Hertfordshire South, Watford & District, Herts Essex Borders and\
Mid-Chilterns branches of the Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor,
CAMRA Ltd or its Branches. Any articles or letters for publication should preferably be typewritten and double spaced;
handwritten items should also be well spaced and as legible as possible please. Send to: Eric Sim, 1 New Cottages,
Subscriptions: £4 for 12 issues. Send to: 1 New Cottages, School Lane, Kings Walden, Herts SGA4 8LH Cheques payable:
Advertising: £12 per 2.5cm column. Artwork can be made up at extra cost. Contact Eric Sim « 01462 769038 for details.

\Composed by Digiprint on Macintosh DTP Quark Xpress Telephone 01707 390289. )

CAMRA AND MCMULLEN’S

In the Beginning

When CAMRA started in 1972 McMullen’s
had a tied estate of under two hundred
pub’s mainly in Hertfordshire and Essex. A
large number of these at that time were
tenanted and had an individuality which
many other brewers through enforcing a
managed house system had lost. In the
seventies McMullens were still removing
their handpumps from pubs and introducing
Top Pressure and Keg Beers, which brought
them into conflict with CAMRA. Some of
their pub conversions and newer pubs the
“John O Gaunt” being a prime example did
not meet with CAMRA's approval either.

On the other hand it was recognised from
the very onset that McMullen's brewed
excellent beers and the majority of the early
meetings 1972-74 were held in the “Farriers
Arms” St Albans, until turn outs, always in
excess of fourty members forced us to move
to other venues.

Brewery Liaison

During the early days the atmosphere
between Mac's and CAMRA could be
described as at worst hostile at best guarded
and it was the setting up of the BLO
(Brewery Liaison Officer), a direct regular
contact between the brewer and the
campaign which lead to improved relations.
At this point | must thank Richard Steward
who was Mac's Liaison Officer from 1974 -96.
| was elected to take his place when he
retired to Suffolk.

Changes take place

In the late seventies and early eighties
McMullen’s like many other brewers started
to replace Top Pressure and Keg beers with
naturally conditioned ones. This was
because of public demand, halcyon days for
the Campaign that | am convinced benefited
both consumer and brewer alike.

Things of course continued to change Mac's
AK Mild became a Bitter and guest beers
were taken from Bass and Courage after the
Monopolies Commission report. This was
followed by the introduction of the
McMullen “Special Reserve Beers” which
replaced the guests. A new beer called

“Gladstone” was introduced strangely at the
same strength as their “Country Best Bitter”.

Caskbreather !!

Then came caskbreather, there has been a
long debate within the campaign lasting
over ten years and taking up a lot of space in
this newsletter. There is no need to explain
the for and against, other than to restate
what was said in the last edition, that
CAMRA nationally and locally does not
recognise the caskbreather as a correct
method of serving Real Ale.

Unfortunately McMullen’s see caskbreather
as the only method under which they wish to
serve their naturally conditioned draught
beers. Mac's have insisted that all their
managed houses use caskbreather on all
their cask ale at all times or face brewery
disciplinary action if they do not.

The caskbreather was designed to improve
longevity of low turn over beers,
enlightened brewers and publicans do not
use it on all their beers. Others are using the
“Race Spile” an acceptable alternative
system which does not use any extraneous
carbon dioxide gas.

Problems

When Mac's were introducing caskbreather
to their pubs it soon became apparent that
CAMRA was in opposition. It was felt that
McMullens were avoiding making a
definitive statement of their intentions and
this lead to CAMRA's national conference
refusing to accept their bar at the Great
British Beer Festival (A full range of their
beers were still on sale in the general bar
area). Following this McMullens insisted that
CAMRA accepted caskbreather as a correct
method to dispense Real Ale's and refused to
recognise a CAMRA appointed Brewery
Liaison Officer until we agreed to their
demand.

It appears that there is not much room for
manoeuvre by either side and the position
could unfortunately deteriorate.

Steve Bury
McMullen Brewery Liaison Officer

P.T.0. for more Mac’s News



Mac’s News

McMullen’s Cellarman of the Year
Congratulations to Mike Jones landlord of
the “Maidens Head” Whitwell who has
won the Mac's Cellerman award for the
sixth year running. The “Maidens Head”
has been in the Good Beer Guide for
many years and was 1996 East Anglia Pub
of the Year. Being a tenancy McMullen
cannot force them to use caskbreathers
and they don’t, so why is their beer so
consistently exceptional. Could it be that
Mac’s are wrong to insist that all their
Real Ale’s are served using caskbreathers,
even on high turn over beers? This all
seems somewhat hypocritical.

Mac’s in bottles

At the time of going to press the future of
McMullen’s bottled beers still has not
been decided. At present they are
supplying their tied estate from stock. No
contract has been made to bottle
elsewhere when stocks run out so is this
the end of Mac’s bottled beer range?
Considering that you could find Mac's
bottled beers on the shelves of Tesco’s this
is a serious loss of business.

Pub Losses

In the last twelve months three Mac’s
pubs the "Millstream” Hertford, “Green
Man” Widford and now the “Three Oaks”
Nomansland Common, have been closed
and sold without licence to be converted
into private houses. McMullen’s have 145
tied houses at present.

No more Stronghart?

Champion Winter Beer 1997 OG 1065ABV
7%. A sweetish,rich dark, winter beer,full
of fruit and hop aromas and
flavours.(1999 Good Beer Guide). Was not
brewed 98/99 in favour of the seasonal
beer “Saracen”. McMullen’s are sponsors
of Saracens Rugby Club, who play at
Watford FC's ground in Vicarage Road.
Mac's have no tied houses in the Watford
area but have the seasonal beer in the
“Red Lion” Camalot Inns opposite the
ground.

Will we see prize winning “Stronghart”
again?

TILBURY

Inn off the Green

Watton Road, Datchworth, Herts SG3 6TB

Hertfordshire’s leading purveyor of
Real Ale to the connoisseur

Ever changing selection of
cask conditioned ale including mild

Over 1540 ales from over 330 brewers

Introducing our House Ales
Five Hides Bitter 4.0% ABV
Hop Pit Bitter 4.5% ABV

Home made food available every
Lunchtime & Evening until 10pm
All day Sunday until 9.30pm

Opening Times:

11.00 - 3.00 5.00 - 11.00 Mon — Wed
11,00 — 11.00 Thurs, Fri & Sat
12.00 - 10.30 Sunday

Watch out Alan it will not last long

Telephone: 01438-812496

THE LORDSHIP ARMS

Tue INN IN THE STICKS
Benington Nr Stevenage.

REAL ALE OASIS for the
DISCERNING DRINKER

Fullers London Pride and ESB
plus Youngs Special
everchanging guest beers from
independent and Micro Brewerics
also Traditional Cider

Robin Reliant conventions welcome at
the Tilbury, Datchworth as it is the only
North Herts Pub car park that facilitates
parking for three whecelers!
North Herts Pub of the Year 1097
Lunchtime Snacks
Curry Night every Wednesday
Two Course Sunday Roast £7.00

A Pub worth finding
Telephone 01438-869665

Y,

BaLpock:
New licensee at the Orange tree.

BURNHAM GREEN:

The Duck bought by Mervin Alstrom three years
ago has closed and planning permission has been
sought to convert it into flats. Locals are up in
arms and say that the one bar pub and
restaurant has been run down by the owner with
the aim of redevelopment. A campaign has been
started to keep the premises as a pub.

BERKHAMSTEAD:

The Old Mill House has reopened as a Chef &
Brewer on 18th December, the new managers
previously ran the Bricklayers Arms in Flaunden.

Planning permission has been applied for to
convert part of the Kings Arms into a 17
bedroom Hotel. The current bar and restaurant
will be retained.

CHORLEYWOOD:
Work outside the Old Shepherd has now been
completed.

ESSENDON:

The Rose & Crown is undergoing major
rebuilding/restoration works which are being
undertaken by the owner/landlords Debbs and
Chas Davis. The pub has been gutted from top to
bottom and during the work has never closed.
One bar is now completed with a flagstone floor
taken from an old mill real fire and an English
oak bar and panelling. The other bar will
become a restaurant serving traditional English
food when completed in the summer. The pub is
a Free House but only serves beers from Greene
King at present which are in excellent condition.
It is comforting to see publicans with the
confidence to make these kind of improvements
considering the present climate within the
licensed trade. The Rose & Crown is well worth a
visit. !

We welcome new tenants Pam and Bob Worsley
to the Candlestick, West End.

HrrcHin:

New landlord at the Sunrunner.

ICKLEFORD:

New fandlord at the Cricketers.

KINGS LANGLEY:

The Rose & Crown once a famous jazz venue and
now for more modern live music may be due for
a change as Allied Domecq have plans to convert
the pub into a Festival Ale House.

OWN YOUR WAY . .. DOWN YOUR WAY. ..

LONDON COLNEY:

Building work or should | say demoilition is well
underway as the Bell is converted into a
MacDonalds drive through fast food
establishment.

LEY GREEN:
New landiord at the Plough. Welcome to Danny
and Ally who moved from the Sunrunner.

POTTERS BAR:

Wetherspoons Admiral Byng, Darkes Lane
opened 15th December and has a large open
plan bar area on separate levels. There are
display cases, a patio area opening onto the
street and a rather naff library (something |
thought pub designers had decided to give up
years ago). The new Wetherspoon'’s in Luton also
has bookshelves, perhaps they are coming back
into vogue.

RADLETT:

Having praised the landlord of the Railway in
the last edition it appears that he has left the
pub (to be confirmed).

SARATT:

The Cock is selling three Hall & Woodhouse Beers
IPA, Dorset Best and Tanglefoot. Travel note
there are now later buses running on the Sarratt,
Belsize, Hemel Hempstead, Croxley and Watford
route so you don’t have to drive to visit country
pubs.

SHENLEY:

We would like to welcome John (Spike)
McDougal and his team to the White Horse.
Although still a Big Steak House a wider range of
home made specials are available (courtesy Scott)
the beer range is unchanged with Benskins
Best,Tetley Bitter and Burton Ale. Further down
London Road, Alexandra Walpole has been
licensee of the Willliam IV for a year. The beer
range is Castle Eden Ale,Flowers Original and
Boddingtons, with a guest from the Whitbread
portfolio. The pub is due for an external
refurbishment and an extension to the car park.
Good value food is available seven days a week.
during the last year the pub has raised £1,000 for
the "Happy Days” children’s charity.

Pinks Hotel which has had several entries in the
Good Beer Guide in the early eighties has closed.
The buildings situated in beautiful rural
surroundings, will be converted into {uxury
apartments.



ST ALBANS:

The Acorn Victoria Street has had a major
refurbishment and become the Clannad at the
Acorn (Clannad being meeting place in Gallic not
a band that sung hauntingly about the troubles
in Northern Ireland ). On my visit | could not find
anything Irish about the pub, the interior has
been given a light open Bistro look with a
bouncy light pine floor, wall paper with French
phrases on it, a ceiling fan and gold disco ball.
Mine host lan told me that he had been
disappointed about the comments made in a St
Albans paper and had no intention of removing
the Acorn name. The idea was to get away from
the pubs old image which was somewhat
downmarket. The Irish name was based on the
fact that they have a large number of Irish
regulars and explains why the outside of the pub
has green livery. The beer is kept in very good
order, Marston’s Pedigree and Tetley’s Bitter with
a regular guest from an imaginative portfolio.
Visit the new Acorn and judge for yourselves.

It is reported that the Philanthropist & Firkin has
started brewing again.

The Cricketers, Stonecross. Whitbread. no longer
sells Real Ale.

Tony and Ann Foster will leave the White Hart
Tap in February to seek a Free house in Norfolk.

‘WALTHAM CROSS:

Planning permission has been requested for a
new Litton Tree pub at the corner of the High
Street and Eleanor Cross Road. Surrey Free Inns
already own 22 other Litton Tree pubs.

‘WIDFORD:

In edition 171 we reported that Andy Speller had
been forced to leave the Green Man because
McMullen’s the owners would not reduce
barrellage targets or the rent. Surprise surprise, it
has now been closed and sold to a property
developer

‘WILLIAN:

The Three Horseshoes has received the Ted &
Josie Arnold Memorial Award which is presented
to the best community pub in the CAMRA North
Herts Branch area.

‘WHEATHAMPSTEAD:

The Cherry Tree Lower Luton Road is closed and
it is reported to be up for sale.

‘WHITWELL:

Maidens Head cellarmanship award (see page 4).

Opening Hours
New Year 1999

The Home Office has announced a consultation
process to consider opening hours for pubs on
new year 1999. There are two proposals, firstly
for pubs to open until 4am and the second
option preferable to CAMRA is for pubs to be
allowed to open throughout the night until
11pm on New Years Day.

CAMRA believes that the second option will give
freedom of choice and allow staggered opening
and closing times. Pubs can then open when they
like to meet demand -opening all the hours
allowed should not be mandatory.

Please write explaining the benefits of the
second option to:-

George Howarth MP (Parliamentary Secretary of
State), The Home Office, 50 Queens Gate,
London SW1H 9AT.

Letters must arrive before 12th February 1999

CAMRA ESSEX PUB OF THE YEAR 1998

CARPENTERS ARIS

Family Run Free House

Experience the Real Ales
and Home Cooked Food

Crouch Vale Best & SAS, Adnams Broadside,
McMullen’s AK, Dark Mild always available
Porter, Traditional Cider & Guest Beers

Polypins available at short notice

DUNCAN LANE PLAYS THE PIANO EVERY
FRIDAY NIGHT

‘Hear your favourites both old and new’

Irish Jig Band every 2nd Thursday of the Month
Cribbage every 1st Mon day of the month

BEER FESTIVAL
MARCH 5th, 6th & 7th
20 PLUS BEERS, ENTERTAINMENT & FOOD
STARTS 6pm FRIDAY

Special Food Nite every 3rd Wednesday of the Month
MONDAY TO SATURDAY - HOT LUNCHES
SPECIAL BRUNCH MENU ON SUNDAYS

1st Anniversary Party
Saturday 20th June
Barbecue and Live Music
Opening Times:
Monday — Thursday 11am — 3pm & 6pm — 11pm
Friday & Saturday 11am — 11pm

Sunday 12 noon - 10.30pm

Carpenters Lane, Thornwood Common, Epping.
One Mile From Epping Town Centre, Along B1393 Towards Harlow

We support H.E.A.L. Cancer Charity

Eio 01992 574208 7

Brewery Names Wordsearch Competition

BI|U|C|A[S|T|L|E|K[M[L|L|U|B|E
RII|F[LJE[V|O|JL|{U|N|T[E|E|R|E
O[D|S|W|L|A|R|Y|P|S|H|I|P|O|R
E|L|C|K|E|N|D|O|M|R|E|G|B|W|R
B{A[A[L[A|S|S|F|1|G|S|H|L|N|Y
U|B|N|O|R|T|H|S|T|A|R|T|{U[B|B
C|I|N|P|M[A|I[N|G|L|O|B|E|E|O
K|{R|O|JU|[S|T|P|A|N|L|H|E|[B|A]A
N|JAIN[T|W|I|A|L|S|E|E[L|E|R|T
W|G|A[T|E|O|R|{M|P|O|T|L[L|N]I
O[G|R|E[E|N[M|A|N|N| I'|S|L|N|L
R|S|P[O|R|T|S|M|A[N|H|W|C]| | |B
C|R|O|S|S|K|E|Y|S|V[W[A[O[N|U
LIO|W|E|R|R|E|D|L| I |O[N|[T[U[R
C|A|R|P|E[N|T|E|R|[S|A|R|M]|S]Y
» o

Pub Names: ALMA.BLUE BELL. BROWN
BEAR. BULL. CANNON. CARPENTERS ARMS.
CASTLE. CROSS KEYS. CROWN. EIGHT
BELLS. FERRY BOAT. GALLEON. GARIBALDI.
GATE. GLOBE. GREEN MAN. LORDSHIP
ARMS. LOWER RED LION. NORTH STAR.
RIFLE VOLUNTEER.ROEBUCK. SELE ARMS.
SHIP. SPORTSMAN. STAG. STATION. SUN
INN.SWAN. TILBURY. WHITE HORSE.
Completed entries should be sent to Paul
Ruane, 15 Turpins Close, Hertford, Herts
SG14 2EH.

The first correct entry opened 4th April will
receive a 1998 St Albans Beer Festival Polo
Shirt.

Winner October/November Tom Harvey of
Epping.

3rd Ware Real Ale Festival
Ware Arts Centre
Friday 9th April - Sunday 11th April
20 Real Ales & Ciders

Admission:
Fri 7-11 £3
Sat 12-3 6-11 one ticket £3
Sun 12-3 £2 or free, with ticket
from previous session

£1 deposit on returnable glass

Bar-B-Que food available

Advance tickets from
Genesis, Jewellers, High Street, Ware.
. or
Ware Town Council, The Priory,
Ware, SG12 9AL.
For further details and staffing enquiries
contact Jan Orden 01920-424095

Watford Mini Beer Festival
Friday 19th March
at the “Pump House”
Lower Board Road
(off Lower High Street)
10 Beers One Cider
5pm-11pm (or when beer runs out)
contact Tony Smith 01923-221155

North Herts
2nd Annual Winter Beer Festival
Fri 26th -Sun 28th February
Hitchin Rugby Club
Old Hale Way, Hitchin.
open Fri 6-11 Sat 12-11 Sun 12-4
CAMRA members free.
contact Colleen 01462-731058

JOIN CAMRA NOW!!

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP £14 JOINT MEMBERSHIP £17 MEMBERS MUST BE OVER 18 YEARS OF AGE
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORMS PLEASE CONTACT
THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, CAMRA LTD., 230 HATFIELD ROAD, ST ALBANS, HERTS AL1 4LW.
PHONE 01727-867201




Hertfordshire South Branch
Tues 9th February 1999 GBG Social/Survey
Tues 16th February, Branch meeting, White
Horse, Hertford,8.00pm.

Tues 9th March GBG selection meeting
CAMRA HQ 8pm.

Sat 13th March, St Albans Social
Aldershot branch.
from branch contact.
Tues 16th March Branch meeting, Lower Red
Lion, St Albans. 8.00pm.

Tues 23rd Mar Pub of the Year Award
Farmers Boy, St Albans 8pm.

Contact John Bishop 01582 768478 (h)

0171 477 7700 (w)

Watford & District Branch

Thurs 4th February, Social, Swan, Park Road,
Bushey, 8.30pm.

Thurs 11th February, presentation of branch
Pub of the Year award, the Black Boy,
Windmill Lane, Bushey Heath, 8.30pm.

Wed 24th February, Watford social,
Wellington Arms, 8.30pm. Estcourt Arms,
9.45pm.

Wednesday 3rd March, Watford social, Nascot
Arms, 8.30pm. Bedford Arms, 9.45pm.

Friday 19th March, Mini beer festival at the
Pump House, Local Board Road, off Lower
High Street, Watford.

with
lunchtime start details

North Hertfordshire Branch
Wed 3rd February GBG selection meeting,
Highlander, Hitchin, 8pm.

Wed 17th February Branch social, Three
Horseshoes, Norton, Two Chimneys and
Wilbury, Letchworth.

Wed 3rd March, Branch AGM, Lytton Arms,
Old Knebworth 8pm.

Wed 17th March, Branch Social, Pig & Whistle,
Rose & Crown, Aston then Crown Aston End.
Wed 31st March, Branch social, Moon & Stars,
Rushden, Bull, Cottered, Jolly Waggoner,
Ardley.

Contact Colleen Holiday 01462 731058 (H)

Herts-Essex Borders

Mon 15th February AGM the Rising Sun High
Wych 8.30pm.

Mon 8th March, Branch Meeting, Moletrap,
Tawney Common, Stapleford Tawney. OS:
501014. 8.30pm.

Branch Contact Graham Darby, 01279
415895(h) 01279 680233 (w) or e-mail
grmdarby@easynet.co.uk

Mid-Chilterns Branch

Mon 15th February-Golden Rule, Dagnall.
8.30pm. Crown & Sceptre, Bridens Camp.
9.15pm. Goat, Berkhampstead.10.15 pm.
Contact Chris Pontin (h) 01442-834899

Wed 24th March, Branch AGM Flag &
Firkin, Watford, 8.30pm in the Board
Room, all members welcome.

Contact Tony Smith 01923 221155 (w/h)

Herts Liaison Meeting
Thursday 18th February 1999 “Wenlock
Arms” Hoxton, London 8pm.

Enjoy a pint at
St. Albans’ Oldest Freehouse

Street

Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual guest beers

THE WHITE HORSE
CASTLE STREET
HERTITFORD
01992 501950

A TRUE FREEHOUSE
FOOD EVERY LUNCHTIME.

FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE/PRIVATE BAR
CLUB MEETINGS CATERED FOR.

DARK HORSE BREWERY

SUNRUNNER ¢ DARKHORSE ALE
You can order the above beers by the polypin
or firkin for parties from our Brewery Tap




