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"Cheerg"

The 1999 St Albans Beer Festival is the
most successful yet



St Albans Beer Festival breaks all records

ith over 15,600 pints sold in less
than four days, the fourth St
Albans Beer Festival, held at The

Alban Arena, from 29th September-2nd
October, was the most successful yet, with
record attendances and beer sales up a
whopping 17.5%.

"The Friendly Festival" organised by
CAMRA South Herts and the St Albans Leos,
attracted visitors from right across the
country, as well as from the continent and as
far afield as the USA. They all agreed it was
the best St Albans Festival yet.

For many, the highlight of the event was
the "Fruit & Vegetable" stall, featuring over a
dozen ales with names such as "Gruesome
Grape", "Spanking Spud", and "Terrified
Thyme", served by staff in aprons and straw
hats. Our cover shows Bar Manager, Kevin
Gaines, left, Luke Adams, Leo Coordinator,
centre, and Simon Mace, Assistant Bar
Manager, toasting the success of the festival.

St Albans has a reputation for the rare and
unusual, and once again visitors to this
year’s event were not disappointed with
over 40 new brews on offer, sourced by
South Herts own "Beer Hunter", Mary
Hamilton, from The Brown Bear,
Biggleswade.

Downstairs in the Foreign Bar it was the
same story, with Paul Ruane, Foreign Beer
Manager, reporting record sales, with over
3,000 pints sold and queues two and three
deep on Friday and Saturday nights. His
cask American ale, McNeils ESB, was
particularly well received

Local publicans, brewers and trade were
invited to the Thursday lunchtime session
and asked to vote for their "Champion of the
Festival"

The results were:

First
NEWBY WYKE, White Squall 4.8%
A new brewery from Lincolnshire

Second

OAKHAM, J.H.B. 3.8%
Peterborough brewer and last year’s
winner at St Albans.

Third

SWALE, Indian Summer Pale Ale

4.2%

Opened in Sittingbourne, Kent, in
1995, and another previous St Albans
winner.

Those may have been the experts choice but
all visitors to the festival were asked to vote
for their favourite three beers of the festival -
a "People’s Choice". The results were:

First
TINDALL, Summer Loving 3.6 %
new brewery from Ditchingham,
Norfolk.

Second
ELGOODS, Black Dog Mild 3.6%
200-year-old Georgian brewery
in Wisbech, Cambs., recently voted
“Champion Beer” at the Peterborough Beer
Festival.

Third

DURHAM, White Gold 4.0%

A small brewery in County Durham,
established in 1994.
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THE BITTER END

They know it all at the
Attimore Hall

It’s not that often we file reports on pubs in
Welwyn Garden City, but the Newsletter re-
cently heard that bar staff at the Attimore Hall,
the converted farmhouse in The Ridgeway,
Welwyn Garden City, has won the national
and Southern regional Allied Domecq pub
quiz on Customer Care, Health and Food
Hygiene. Jo Banks and Kevin Coglan were the
best entrants from the 220 pubs entered for
the competition and each won £200 holiday
vouchers.

They’re Tekken over

N ational Brewers, Scottish Courage, wants
to install Sony Play Station and other
computer consoles in many of its 1,000 pubs
to attract young drinkers. The brewery says
that games such as “Tomb Raider” and
“Tekken” could replace fruit machines and
juke boxes, which, it claims, have lost their
appeal.

A spokesman for Scottish Courage said, “We
are talking about installing consoles in some
pubs on a trial basis. If it is successful, then it
could expand”.

Telegraph vs Brocket

The Brocket Arms, that fine example of the
English Country pub in Ayot St Lawrence,
received a bad review for its accommodation,
food and service in The Daily Telegraph in
August. The hacks only mention the
Chardonnay. It’s a pity they did not try some
of the real ales on offer. They may have left in
a slightly more amicable mood.

If you, the consumer, are having problems
with licensed premises that fail to give full
measure, do not display price lists, and
strength lists (Alcohol by volume)or
Busness names, you are entitled to contact
the Trading Standards Office.

The Hertfordshire Office address is:

45 Grosvenor Road, St Albans, Herts AL1
3AW. Tel: 01727 813880

Lunatics take over the

Asylum

The Woodman, Wildhill, is an exceptional
pub. When the licensees of this previous
CAMRA South Herts Pub of the Year, Graham
and Ros, left recently for a well earned holi-
day in France, little did they know that the
relief manager covering for them would leave
the pub unexpectedly the following day.

In normal circumstances the pub would have
had to close or Graham, some 500 miles away,
would have had to return.

Fortunately the Woodman has an exceptional
group of regulars, who organised a bar rota.
Steve Ellis, Ann and David Roberts (previous
licensee’s), and Graham and Ros’s son,
Andrew, with the help of other customers, kept
the pub open.

The pub was renamed "The Slug & Ellis" and a
series of photos of the lunatics taking over the
asylum were available on the hosts return.
Graham and Ros would like to thank every-
body who enabled them to continue their
holiday.

Good Beer Guide

2000 on sale now

he Good Beer Guide Millenium addi-

tion is now on sale. As well as 5,000 of
the very best pubs serving the very best pints
of cask beer, the guide tackles the crisis in the
brewing industry which has seen the closure
of Mitchells, Morrells, Ruddles, Vaux, and
Ward’s. Also the impending closure of
Morland and the merger between Wolver-
hampton & Dudley and Marston’s. This will
mean less consumer choice as pubs switch to
national brands and the beers that remain will
lose their character when brewed in different
plant in different parts of the country.
The guide is amazing value for money as it
also carries a complete list of all the UK brew-
ers and their beers, plus tasting notes.
The book shop price is £11.99, but CAMRA
members can still buy their copies for £7.50.
Another good reason to join.




THE ROYAL OAK

ubs named the Royal Oak are dotted
P all over the country but are most pro-

lific in Worcester, Somerset and
Dorset. These pubs are named pledging al-
legiance to Charles Il who became king in
1660. Itis very unlikely that he would have
done so if he had been captured by
Cromwell’s forces nine years earlier. Charles
had attempted to regain the throne, lost in
1649, when his father was beheaded. Hav-
ing raised an army in Scotland he was de-
feated in the last battle of the English Civil
War outside Worcester. For six weeks in
September and October 1651, the 21-year-
old was on the run with a reward of £1,000
on his head (equivalent to a modern day
major lottery win). He had many lucky es-
capes before succeeding in getting a ship
from Brighton to safety in France. After the
battle he was taken in by the Royalist
Pendrel family at Boscobel House, dis-
guised as a woodsman and hid in a nearby
oak forest. On the third day after the battle,
and with the Roundheads still in pursuit,
he and Colonel Carlis, who had lead one
of the last charges at Worcester, hid in one
of the tallest oaks for an entire day. During
this time his pursuers passed under the tree
and Charles fell asleep in the Colonel’s
arms.
The tree was so ravaged by souvenir hunt-
ers in the 18th century that it died and an-
other has been planted on the site. The pub
name, however, lives on, especially in times
when being a Royalist Cavalier was much
more popular and romantic than being a
puritan, bible bashing Roundhead.

Government to act on
short measure

fter the failure of Dennis Turner’s Pri-

A vate Members Bill last year, the gov-

ernment has issued a White Paper

on weights and measures legislation. This of-

fers two different solutions to the problem,

both of which will make it easier to prosecute
short measure offences.

The first is %Q,o GLAS@ to establish a

19fl ounce \, pint, which
would mean that glasses
would notGUAnANTBB have to be

The brewers
have stated that they need

this 5% as it OLL P\‘\‘\ would be impos-

sible to serve stout and nitro keg economically
without it. It has been proven that many pubs
regularly serve pints 10-15% short and it
would appear unfair that beer, cider and lager
drinkers should suffer to accommodate a mi-
nority.

The second option is to declare that a pint
means a pint and every one sold under 20fl
ounces can be prosecuted. Mike Benner,
CAMRA Head of Campaigns, warns that this
option would lead to additional expense for
the industry which would inevitably be passed
on to the customer. He also stressed that it was
possible that a wholesale change to metered

The Vault

(a true Free House)
High Street, Waltham Cross

(5 mins Waltham Cross BR station)

is pleased to announce its

Ist Beer Festival

18 ales from around the country
will be available between
Friday 12th - Sunday 14th November

Open 11-11 and 12-10.30 Sun.
01992 631600

dispense may happen which would make it
harder to immediately recognise cask condi-
tioned beers.

My own view is that we have no option but
to continue to pursue the 20fl ounce pint even
if it does mean a price increase.We may have
to suffer the price increase when the lined
glasses are installed, but as a customer you
are getting ripped off by short measures every
time you visit a pub.

The second issue of dispense methods has
been won once already. There were very few
handpumps in 1972 when CAMRA started
- now they are synonymous with real ale.
Customers’ demand for this method of dis-
pense will ensure they stay and we should be
confident enough to demand the right to a
full 20fl ounce pint.

Steve Bury, Editor

Hertfordshire’s
neglected pubs

n the last edition of the newsletter we high

I lighted the widespread changes of pub own

ership that were taking place.

Scottish Courage have now acquired another
700 pubs and broken the Beer Orders put in
place by the Monopolies and Mergers Com-
mission to stop individual companies gaining
too large a market share by owning to many
pubs either nationally or regionally. How does
this lead to neglected pubs? Large tied estates
have been broken up and made into smaller
pub companies. Initially this seemed to offer
the possibility of getting back to individual
pubs with dedicated landlords, supplying lo-
cal needs and preferences.

Unfortunately this has not been the case, al-
though we, the customer, have had to put up
with regular price increases, while in many
pubs decorations and furnishings have been
allowed to fall into disrepair. Anyone who trav-
els around the county will know several pubs
which have been ignored and neglected. At
the ‘Railway’, Watling Street, Radlett, frustrated
customers bought the paint and redecorated
themselves!

Another example is the ‘White Horse’,
Shenley, where the staff have had to cover the
bench seats themselves after complaints from
customers

Great British Beer
Festival report

This year’s Great British Beer Festival
(GBBF) at London’s Olympia, was a re-
sounding success. Over 41,000 people vis-
ited the festival, 1,500 more than last year
and 180,000 pints were sold over five days.

. ion B f Britai
1999

Supreme Champion Beer of Britain
Timothy Tayor, Landlord, Keithley, Yorks

Silver: Oakham, J.H.B. Peterborough
Bronze: Caledonian, Deuchers |.P.A.

Mild
Gold: Bateman’s Dark Mild
Silver: Elgood’s Black Dog
Joint Bronze: Cains Dark Mild/ St Austell
XXXX Mild

Bitter
Gold: Oakham, J.H.B.
Silver: Caledonian, Deuchers |.P.A.
Joint Bronze: Goddards Special Bitter/
Woodforde’s Wherry

Best Bitter
Gold: Timothy Taylor, Landlord
Silver: Harvey’s, Armada
Joint Bronze: Jennings Cocker Hoop/
Tomos Watkins O.S.B.

Strong Bitter
Gold: Ballards, Nyewood Gold
Silver: Durham, White Bishop
Bronze: Hop Back, Summer Lightning

CAMRA/Guardian Bottled Beers
Gold: Young's, Special London Ale
Silver: Salopian, Entire Butt
Bronze: Hampshire, Pride of Romsey

Speciality Beers
Gold: Harvestoun, Schieallion
Silver: Nethergate, Umbel Ale

Bronze: Dark Star, Zingiber




Our information comes from a wide variety
of sources and it is inevitable that some
errors will occur. Please inform us of any
mistakes and the appropriate correction,
apology or retraction will be published.

... DOWN YOUR WAY... DOWN YOUR WAY...

@ ASTON: The Rose & Crown and the Pig
& Whistle have new licensee’s.

@ BUSHEY HEATH: The Black Boy came
fourth in the “London Pub of the Year”
competition. It also made the top. five in the
“Vanguard Pub Cellar of the Year” competi-
tion.

@ BARNET: The White Lion, Free House, St
Albans Road, has won the “Best Blooming
Pub” award for the second year running.

@ BENNINGTON: The Bell, a Greene King
pub, is to have an internal refurbishment.

@ BRAUGHING: The Golden Fleece, Free
House, Green End, opened on 21 Septem-
ber.

@ BRICKET WOOD: The Black Boy has
new licensee’s and is open all day.

@ CHANDLERS CROSS: We welcome
David & Leslie Kisbey-Green who took over
the Clarendon Arms in July.

@ GRAVELEY: A new pub, the Hungry Bear,
has opened with four real ales all at £1.10p

Old Cross Tavern

Real Ale Free House
“The way pubs used to be”

8 St. Andrew Strcet, Hertford
Tel. 01992 583133

per pint.

@ HARPENDEN: The Parisa cafe bar does
not brew on the premises. The beer is
supplied from their other outlet in Putney.
The Harpenden Arms has a new landlord.
The Old Bell is closed for a major refurb.

@ HERTFORD

The local press in Hertford are reporting that
Wetherspoons are interested in acquiring the
Workingman'’s Unionist Club in The Wash.
Andy Makey, (Ex-South Herts CAMRA
member) is to take over running the Three
Tuns in St Andrews Street

@ GUSTARD WOOD: The Tin Pot reo-

pened on 10 September after major building
works.

@ HITCHIN: The Bricklayers is to be
refurbished.

@ LILLEY: The Silver Lion has new land-
lords.

@ RADLETT: The Railway only has real ale
intermittently.

@ REDBOURN: Missed in the last edition
was the opening of }J9 “Junction 9”. a
Harvester restaurant-pub, owned by Bass.

@ RICKMANSWORTH: A new free house,
The Bell, Book & Candle, has opened in
Moneyhill Parade and is serving three real
ales.

@ ST ALBANS: Michael Davey, landlord of
the Portland Arms for the last nine years is
leaving the pub. The Goat, Sopwell Lane,
has reopened as a “Red Rose Inn”. The Cock
has new landlords, Neil Oglesbee and
Emma Wardhaugh; a new menu (Greene
King town local) is to be introduced. Beers
are Abbot, IPA, Bass and an alternating
guest. It is hoped to introduce a quiz night.
The Pineapple... oops, sorry, Merry Minstel,
has now been refurbished and renamed the
62 (LX11), presumably because it is 62
Catherine Street. It is no longer a pub but a

Cafe Bar. They are serving Adnams Bitter,
Marstons Pedigree and Wadworths 6X. It is
interesting to note that they would not take
our Beer Festival publicity as it did not fit in
with their new image. The Mermaid has
been sold by Everards. Watch this space for
further details. Darren and Katie Ward, of
the White Lion, Sopwell Lane, have taken
over the tenancy/franchise. The regular
guest beers will continue and we wish them
all the best with their venture.

@ SANDON: The Chequers has closed.

@ SARRAT: The Cricketers has been taken
over by the “Pub Traders” group. We
welcome the new manager Simon Ward.

@ SAWBRIDGEWORTH: The new brewery
at the Gate should be operational by the
time you read this.

@A SHENLEY: We would like to welcome
Tim Shaw as new licensee at the William IV.

@ TWO WATERS: The Forge no longer
serves real ale.

@ WESTON: The Thatched House is no
longer owned by Mac’s and has been
renamed the Cricketers. The Red Lion is

.DOWN YOUR WAY...DOWN YOUR WAY .

now real and serves the full range of Greene
King beers on handpump. Sadly the White
Horse has closed.

@ WATFORD: The Swallows Haven has
been renamed the Jolly Friars who aren't
that happy as it does not sell any real ale.
The Golden Lion reopened in July as Reid’s
Bar. The revamp is inteded to appeal to
female drinkers.

WHEATHAMPSTEAD: The Swan is now one
of the last pubs in the county selling Burton
Ale. It's an endangered species so get it
while you can.

Everyone’s a winner

The winner of the Wordsearch in issue number
175 was Zoe Townsend from Harpenden.
The winner of the Wordsearch in issue number
176 was John Garwell from Chesham.

The winner of the Staff Raffle at the St Albans
Beer Festival was Justin Petty from Welwyn
Garden City.

The three Festival crossword competion win-
ners were: Julie Lee from Peterborough;
Sandra Renshaw from London E17; and Craig
Morris from Chelmsford.

THE FARMERS BOY
London Road, St Albans
Tel: 01727 766702

Home of Verulam Brewery

Open all day for homemade
food and drink

South Herts CAMRA's
web site is now up and running
and can be found at

www.hertsale.org.uk

Add it to your favourites today.
It will keep you up to date with what is
happening in and around the county and
is regularly updated.




