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Hertfordshire’s
newest brewery opens

Read about the Green Tye brewery
on page 5



THE BITTER END

East Anglian Pub of
the Year

The results are:

1st  Kings Arms, Norwich

2nd Swan, Little Totham, Essex

3rd Brown Bear, Biggleswade, Beds

4th  Lordship Arms, Benington, Herts

5th  Green Man, Leighton Bromswold,
Cambs

6th  White Horse Risby, Suffolk

Landlord does runner
for charity

eil Dekker, landlord of the Rose &
N Crown, St Michael’s Street, St

Albans, has raised an amazing
£11,000 for a variety of charities, half of which
went to Mount Vernon Hospital’s Cancer
Research Unit. Neil, who comes from Akron,
Ohio, USA., and has run the pub for eight
years, collected the money from customers
sponsoring him in a half marathon. We
congratulate him on the achievement.

Bad Service,
Good Pub?

he Editor has received a letter from Mrs

| K. M. Sanders who is a member of the
“Friends of Ware Priory”, who writes:

“On 26th June 1999 a group of us visited
Shaw’s Corner. On asking for somewhere we
could go for refreshment the Brocket Arms was
suggested. The person behind the bar was so

rude that the whole group walked out. It was
my first visit to the Brocket and-it will certainly
be the last - however good the ales are!”
Our editor has had to own up and say that he
hasn’t visited the Brocket for a long time and
does not know who runs it at present. (The
comment on the beer came from a third party.)
Obviously taking the two reports, June and
August into account, something needs to be
done about the standards of service. It may
have taken place already! If the licensee would
like to comment we will be happy to print his
or her views on this matter.

Opening hours - what
you think

AMRA welcomes the industry’s views
‘ on licensing reform. Their report

recommends simplification of current
laws and more flexible opening hours. A
thousand adults were asked the following
question:-
“If there are no major objections from the lo-
cal community, a pub should be able to open
when the landlord pleases”. The results were:

57% agreed
66% of men agreed
48% of women agreed
75% of regular pub-goers agreed

Right pub -
wrong address

here is only one pub in Radlett in the
2000 Good Beer Guide - the Cat &

Fiddle. | have received correspondence

Herts WD7 9EA.

to CAMRA South Herts Branch.
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from Rod Prince of London SW9 as follows.
“The address for the Cat & Fiddle at Radlett, is
given as 14 Watling Street in both the
Good Beer Guide and the current Hertford-
shire Guide to Real Ale. This is no particular

problem for motorists, but pedestrians arriv-

ing at Radlett by rail are misled into walking
fruitlessly in the wrong direction, following the
Watling Street numbering north, only to find
that No 14 is a private house.

The correct address is 14 Cobden Hill, which
is south in the direction of Elstree, the pub is
more or less opposite the entrance to Tabard’s
Rugby Ground. Fortunately we are in the proc-
ess of surveying for the new Hertfordshire
Guide. Hopefully all will be put right.

Fullers buy
White Horse

I “he rumours that have been circulating
for several months have finally come
true. Fuller, Smith & Turner have bought

the White Horse, Castle Street, Hertford, in
late November.

The pub has for over 20 years been Hertford’s
best independent free house and had the origi-
nal Dark Horse Brewery on site before it
moved to Adams Yard, Maidenhead Street.

The White Horse has always been considered

as the Brewery Tap and main

outlet though lan Harvey also owns the

Sunrunner in Hitchin (previously the Assizes).
lan, who received well above the market price

for the White Horse, has recently sold the

majority interest in the Dark Horse Brewery
to Craig Ravenscroft.

lan commented that Fullers have assured him

that nothing will change at the historic pub, it

If you, the consumer, are having problems
with licensed premises that fail to give full
measure, do not display price lists, and
strength lists (Alcohol by volume)or
Busness names, you are entitled to contact
the Trading Standards Office.

The Hertfordshire Office address is:

45 Grosvenor Road, St Albans, Herts AL1
3AW. Tel: 01727 813880

will become a tenancy with guest beers from
Dark Horse amongst others, alongside Full-
er’s range.

Another pub purchase may be considered by
lan but he thinks it is unlikely to be in the
Hertford area. We are sorry to see his 14-year
association with the pub ended. As well as
being in the Good Beer Guide, the White
Horse has won several other local awards in-
cluding “South Herts Pub of the Year” - a hard
act for Fullers to follow.

Rats Castle Barmaid
Inquest

he inquest into the death of live-in bar

I maid Caren Harber who died after an

amphetamine overdose on 18th January

1999 took place in October. The drugs which

caused Caren’s brain haemorrhage had been

purchased and taken by both Caren and Sarah
Bou Salah, the pub manager.

A verdict of misadventure was recorded. Ms

Bou Salah was suspended on 12th January and

has since left the pub.
Source: The Herts Advertiser

Jim & Sheelagh
Your Hosts at

The Old Guinea, Ridge
(just south of South Mimms)

wish all their Customers a Merry Christmas
and Prosperous Millennium

Wide menu including Steaks, Seafood Special
and Snacks.

Christmas Dinner Bookings invited

Function Room for larger parties

01707 642126




e

» -/

Ware’s the Bull?
A Pub Search

We have received correspondence from
Bob Rush from East London as follows: “In
1892 records indicate that my forebear,
Thomas Philip Wasmuth, became licensee
of the Bull Inn, Amwell End, Ware. In 1898
his widow Susan was granted the licence
at Ware Petty Sessions to continue. The
brewery associated with the Bull was
Christie & Co. Inside the pub was a board
listing all the publicans down the years.
What happened to the Bull Inn? Does any-
one have any information as to where |
might find out more?”

Putting on our deer stalkers, we enlisted the
services of Ted Ovendon, Eric SIm and
Martyn Cornell. All long-standing South
Herts Branch members and authorities on
local pubs.

The best source for locating pubs in Herts
was written by Branch Johnson, a farmer
in the Bramfield area, who visited all the
pubs in Hertford and the area around Ware
and compiled an inventory. This was pub-
lished in 1963 but does not mention the
“Bull Inn”. Martyn Cornell had some of the
magistrates’ records which show the pub
open in 1931 but not in 1962. The next
port of call was Kelly’s Directory which lists
rateable properties in a geographical area.
Most libraries hold the local editions which
are issued yearly. The 1937 Kelly’s listed
the Bull Inn, 1 Amwell End, Licensee John
Double. By 1958 the Bull had become the
New Bull Inn, licensee R. H. Beal. It is pos-
sible tha the name was changed so that it
would not be mistaken for the Bull just
round the corner in the High Street.

By 1963 it had been demolished, appar-
ently to make way for road widening on
the junction

Bass donation to
Vintry Gardens

ass Leisure Retail, the owners of the
B Vintry, High Street, St Albans have

donated £20,000 towards the restora-
tion of St Albans Abbey Vintry Gardens which
the pub is named after. A lottery grant of
£242,500 has also been secured. The aim is
to remove the drinkers and down-and-outs that
frequent the area and in the words of St
Albans District Council Project Officer Phillip
Suxfield “Create a safe popular area were peo-
ple can escape the bustle of the city”.

No Beaujolais here
thank you

ith the British Beef crisis still high
on the political agenda we saw
many pubs cancelling their Beau-

jolais Nouveau Day on 17th November.
National Farmers Union members poured
several bottles down the drain in a defiant
gesture in London and the George & Dragon,
Watton-at-Stone advertised a day of the
“Finest British Food (no Beaujolais here)”.
Let’s be honest. It's been a con for many years.
The wine is often below par and at high prices.
You are much better off seeking a pub from
the Good Beer Guide and enjoying the best
the British Brewers can produce.

Trading Standards &

Parisa Cafe Bars

he Parisa company was formed by a £56
million buy-out of Greenalls Off

Licences in 1997. The intention was to
build a Cafe Bar chain with their own built-in
Microbreweries. There are six pilot sites -
Putney, Bromley, Wilmslow, Newbury, Leeds
and Harpenden. Some will be converted Off
Licences, some will be on new sites, the in-
tention is to expand to 20 within the next year.
Chester, Godalming and Weybridge are the
next conversions.

CAMRA South Herts branch were contacted
by several people, including Viv Davies of the
Farmers Boy, St Albans (home of the Verulam
Brewery), after a major £2,500 advertisement

for the Harpenden outlet appeared in the lo-
cal press claiming that their house beer was
brewed on the premises.

The Parisa Bar in Harpenden does not brew
beer. It does have a copper holding tank on
display, but no other equipment such as mash
tuns, fermenters etc. Upon being challenged
they said that the beer was being supplied by
their other plant in Putney. We can report that
Putney has stopped brewing (did it every start?)
and all the Parisa beer is being supplied by
Rudgate Brewery, Tockwith, York. Both the
South Herts branch of CAMRA and Viv Davies
of the Verulam Brewery have registered com-
plaints with Trading Standards and the Adver-
tising Standards Authority. Our advice is if you
are considering visiting a Parisa Bar don’t be-
lieve all you read and check that what you
are drinking is the genuine article as well.

Old Cross Tavern
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TAVERN

Real Ale Free House
"The way pubs used to be"

8 St Andrews Street, Hertford
Tel. 01992 583133

Green Tye brewry
is no “shot in the dark”

|t’s not very often that the Newsletter gets
to welcome a new brewery to the
county, so we are pleased to announce
that The Green Tye Brewery, adjacent to
The Prince of Wales free house, Green Tye,
is now up and running.

The Prince of Wales has been a free house

for about five years and its owners fancied
a challenge. Gary Wheelan, one of the
owners says: “We could have built a con-
servatory on the back but we sell so much
real ale here we though what about a
brewery”. They enlisted the help of
local Ware-based brewing enthusiast Will
Crompton, (pictured, left) and the dream
became a reality last month when the first
pint of Green Tye Brewery beer “Shot In
The Dark” went on sale. This has since
been joined by an IPA, which at 3.6ABV
is very quaffable. Will hopes to be brew-
ing a premium ale by Christmas. It's his
first job as brewer; he has been an avid
home brewer for many years and attended
brewing courses at Sunderland University.
The four-barrel plant, is in a new building
to the rear of the pub. “I did a few trial
beers to start with,” says Will. “I looked at
a lot of recipes and chose what | though
were the best combinations”. He is
sourcing his hops from Worcestershire and
is having his Maris Otter malt hand turned.
Whatever he brews it seems the Green Tye
locals cannot get enough and local free
houses are also taking an interest in the
new enterprise. Green Tye beers have al-
ready appeared at one Beer Festival and
will be at The Pig’s Ear in December.

The Brewery has its own website. Contact
them at www.gtbrewery.co.uk




Our information comes from a wide variety
of sources and it is inevitable that some
errors will occur. Please inform us of any
mistakes and the appropriate correction,
apology or retraction will be published. Ed

... DOWN YOUR WAY... DOWN YOUR WAY...

@ ALLENS GREEN, SAWBRIDGEWORTH:
Planning permission has been requested to
convert the Queens Head into three self-
contained dwellings.

@ AYOT ST LAWRENCE: The Brocket
Arms. See page 2.

@ ELSTREE: We would like to welcome
Kevin Perry, the new landlord at the
Waggon and Horses, Medburn. Kevin
previously managed the Crown, St Albans.
There is also a new bar manager at the
Elstree Golf Club which is open the public
and sells Courage Best.

@A HARPENDEN: The Parisa cafe bar. See
page 4.

A HIGH WYCH: Steve Prior, the new
landlord at the famous village alehouse, the
Rising Sun (“Sid’s”) would like it known that
despite what anyone may think after reading
his current entry in the Good Beer Guide,
he is a “really nice landlord”!

@ NORTH MYMMS: The Maypole has new
licensee’s, Harry and Karen Hughes, whose
family also run another pub the Black Horse
near Tower Bridge. They intend to extend
the food trade in the pub.

RIDGE: The Old Guinea has had planning
permission granted to improve the kitchens,
open an entrance to the rear dining/function
room and move the stairs to the staff
accommodation. Work is due to start in
January. It is hoped that the pub will be able
to stay open.

@ ROYSTON: The White Bear’s applica-
tion to convert the building to allow for its
own brewery has been refused.

@ ST ALBANS: The White Hart Tap has
removed the Tetley nitro keg. The Lower
Red Lion will have a new landlord in

December when David Worcester takes over
the lease from owner Jenny Turner.

@ SOUTH MIMMS: The Black Horse is
selling Smiles Best Bitter at £1.60 per pint.

@ WIDFORD: The Green Man, an ex-
Mac’s house, is to reopen as a pub. The Bell
free house will now close instead. It appears
that planning permission to convert the pub
to a private dwelling was granted some time
ago.

PUB CHAIN NEWS

FIRKIN DEAD?

After the sale of the complete Allied
Domecq pub estate to Punch Taverns it was
decided to cease brewing at all 24 Firkin
pubs. Possibly a million peunds’ worth of
brewing equipment is lying idle including
the excellent plant at Watford and their
many brewers will be made redundant.
Beers such as Dogbolter will now disappear
for ever and the owner’s excuse is that this
has been done to meet the Beer Orders
legislation which was designed to stop
brewers owning too many pubs.

The only up side is that Burton Ale has
reappeared in many of the Firkin Pubs,
unfortunately like the Firkin beers it is also
of variable quality.

MANAGERS OUTED

Many good pub managers have found that
their pubs are being offered out by Punch

Taverns as franchises/leases - not a happy

situation. The business is in complete flux

with Bass Leisure taking control of the Big
Steak, Five Star organisation.

CROWDED HOUSE

Crowded House, a Pub Company set up to
revitalise a group of Whitbread Beefeaters,
has gone bankrupt. The pubs which include
the Red Lion Hotel, Radlett, and Potters,
Potters Bar, are up for sale individually on a
closed-bid basis. | am informed that if you
interested in the Red Lion your bid had
better be in excess of £1 million.

Beer Names

Wordsearch Competition

Beer Names: ANNIVERSARY ALE,
L QX MIALS AT IE 51 E ¥ (T) ﬁ IS\ Bi%MZr:JESBITTER, BILLY, CANTICLE,
EJUIBITIPIWIKILIA DEER HILL PORTER, EXCALIBUR, EXTRA,
N[AJA[TJUIHISIWI T [CIHIEINIG|U] FORTYNINER, GINGER TOM, HOP LEAF,
E[VIK|T|Y|OJUIR|K|E|N]I[X] I]|P] ICEBERG, KENTISH GOLD, LAMBTONS,
LIE[AISTKIPIE[ATCTHIVITILINIM| MUTINY, NEKTAR, NELSONS BLOOD,
SIRIUIBIITLTAICIXTEIMIATPTGIU] OURKEN, PEACH, QUIVER, ROCKET,
RUMPUS, PIKE, THAT, TOP TOTTY,
O ICTEBTEIRTGIRISIUTHIBTEIR] (rpia, vuLCan, wiChEN, kS AL
YANKEE, ZEBEDEE.
S|I{NIK|C{F[A|R[T[A[I|P]O|T|U
BILITIF[O|R[T]Y[N|I[N|EJR[O]L]| Completed entries should be sent to:
LILITIEIYIEIEIKINIAIYISIOIM|C| PaulRuane, 15 Turpins Close, Hertford,
O[YICTAITIO[PITIO|TIT]Y|C[T[A] >4 2EH.
OIDILIOJGIH]|SIITI|NIE[KIKISIN] L, - d on 5th
DIEIEIRIHITJLILIPJOJRITIEIR[O Janeualrr;fSvoilrlr(:;c:ir\‘/éya(zp‘;eggStolzlbans Beer
U[Z|E|B[E[D|EJE[N[E|K]T]A[R] Festival Polo Shirt.
How much do the big brewers care

about Real Ale?

ot a great deal when you equate how

much they spend on promoting their
products. Bass plans to spend £8 million on a
relaunch of Caffrey’s smoothflow keg and only
£1 million on Draught Bass, once Britain’s
leading premium cask beer.
Greene King who hold 4% of the beer market
will spend more on real ale promotion than

Bass who hold a 22% share.

Meanwhile Scottish Courage devoted
£2,766,487 to nitrokeg John Smith’s Bitter and
£900,000 on the cask alternative. Courage
Best Bitter received just over £5,000 for out-
door promotions while just £45 was spent on
press advertising for both Courage Best and
Directors.

SOUTH HERTS CAMRA

ot W "

THE FARMERS BOY
London Road, St Albans
Tel: 01727 766702

Home of Verulam Brewery

(o] all day for homemade
pen food and drink

web site is now up and running
and can be found at

www.hertsale.org.uk

Add it to your favourites today.
It will keep you up to date with what is
happening in and around the county and
is regularly updated.




BRANCH DIARY

Hertfordshire South branch

® Fri 3rd December. Social, Pig’s Ear Beer
Festival, Stratford.

B Tues 7th December. Branch Meeting,
Farmers Boy, St Albans. 8pm

H Tues 18th Jan. Branch Meeting/AGM.
CAMRA HQ), St Albans. 8pm.

B Tues 25th January. Visit to Charles Wells
Brewery, Bedford.

B Tues 15th February. Branch Meeting,
White Horse, Hertford. 8pm

Contact John Bishop:
01582 768478 (h) 0171 477 7700 (w

Herts-Essex Borders branch

B Mon 13th December. Social Brewery tour,
Prince of Wales, Green Tye. 8pm

B Fri 24th December. Pre-Xmas Social,
Rising Sun, High Wych. From mid-day.

B Tues 28th December. Not the Millenium
Social, Forest Gate, Epping. From 8.30pm.
B Tues 11th January, Games Night vs S.W.
Essex, Carpenters Arms, Thornwood.
8.30pm.

B Mon 17th January. Branch Meeting, Black
Lion, High Roding. 8.30pm

Contact Graham Darby,
01279 415895 (h), 01279 680233 (w)
or e-mail grmdarby@easynet.co.uk

Enfield & Barnet branch

B Tues 7th December. GBG Promo Social.
Tally Ho, North Finchley N12. 9pm.

Sat 11th December. Branch Xmas Meal.
King William 1V, Hadley Highstone. 6.30 for
7pm.

® Wed 15th December. GBG Social Promo.
Chequers, Church End, Hendon. 9pm.

B Tues 21st December. GBG Promo Social.
Albion, Union Street, Barnet. 9pm.

B Sat st January. Cobweb Social & Paul
Brown Memorial Drink. White Lion, St
Albans Road, Barnet. From mid-day.

B Wed 5th January. Assessment Social,
Stag, Little Park Gardens, Enfield. 9pm.

Tues 11th January. Assessment Social.
Maddens, High Road, East Finchley. 9pm.
BTues 18 January. Assessment Social, Dog &
Duck, Hoppers Road, Winchmore Hill.
9pm.

BWThurs 27 January. Assessment Social.
Railway Tavern, East Barnet Road, New
Barnet. 9pm

Mid-Chilterns branch

Contact Chris Pontin: 01442 834899
Watford & District branch

Contact Tony Smith 01923 221155 (h)

North Hertfordshire branch
Contact Colleen Holiday: 01462 731058

Enjoy a pint at
St Albans' oldest Freehouse

Y otwer Red Lion

Fishpool Street

Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual guest beers

THE WHITE HORSE
CASTLE sTREET
HERITFORD
01992 501950

A TRUE FREEHOUSE
FOOD EVERY LUNCHTIME.

FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE/PRIVATE BAR
CLUB MEETINGS CATERED FOR.

DARK HORSE BREWERY

SUNRUNNER ¢ DARKHORSE ALE
You can order the above beers by the polypin
or firkin for parties from our Brewery Tap




