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South Herts and Watford choose
their “Pubs of the Year”

The Black Boy, Bushey Heathi







POB OF THE YEAR,

Watford go for

double winners

Watford CAMRA received five nomi-
nations for this year’s Pub of the Year
award, although one of these, the Royal
Oak, Chipperfield, was not in their branch
area and had to be eliminated.

The other four were, the Horse & Chains,
Bushey; The Swan, Bushey; Land of Lib-
erty, Heronsgate; and the Black Boy,
Bushey Heath.

Unfortunatley the Horse & Chains fell at
the first fence as there was a change of
licensee during the judging. Never mind,
there is always next year, lads.

The Swan was a popular nomination, very
much a locals’ pub, drawing customers
from all walks of life and has been under
its present management since November
1988. Snacks are now available and the
Youngs and Benskins are generally in good
shape.

The Land of Liberty, Heronsgate, is a pre-
vious winner and is, without doubt, one
of the best pubs in the Watford area. There
are always three guest beers, two from
small breweries.

For the first time the branch allowed last
year’s winner, the Black Boy, Bushey

Heath, to compete for the title. For those
not familiar with the pub itis a back-street
local with a good following, plus a regu-
lar lunchtime trade. Beers available are
Adnams Bitter, Benskins Bitter, plus up to
four guest beers. With the sale of Allied
Domecq to Punch Taverns the future of
this pub is in question.

After some discussion and liberal amounts
of beer the winners were decided. This
year’s Watford & District “Pub of the Year”
was a tie between The Black Boy and The
Swan. Presentation evenings will be held
on 18 February at the Black Boy, at
8.30pm and 25th February at The Swan,
also at 8.30pm.
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Above: The Swan,
Bushey.

Left: The Black Boy,
Bushey Heath

POB OF THE YEAR

New boys in
Hertford win South

Herts award

For a pub that has been open less than a
year to achieve the title of “South Herts
Pub of The Year” is impressive, however
you look at it. But that is what “The Old
Cross Tavern” in St Andrews Street, Hert-
ford, has done, beating off over 30 other
nominated pubs to win this year’s award.
It is no small feat and joint licensee, Nigel
(Bev) Beviss was delighted with the news.
“I thought we might have stood a chance,
perhaps next year, when we had been es-
tablished a bit longer, so we were both de-
lighted and very surprised when | heard
the news.”

To get The Old Cross off the ground has
taken several years, numerous licensing
applications and several court appear-
ances, and although there were severe
obstacles put in their way, both Nigel, his
partner Terry Bell, and his Bar Manager,
Bruce Heron, never doubted that the pub -

their kind of pub - would one day exist.
The building, a converted antique shop,
finally opened last spring and has since
become a real ale mecca in Hertford. “We
are both enthusiasts, and want to offer beer
drinkers a wide range of interesting ales
at a competitive price,” says Bev. To this
end they generally have at least one dark
beer on among the six rotating beers avail-
able, with a wide range of gravities.

The presentation evening will be on Tues-
day 28th March at 8.30pm.

Below: Locals share a joke as the Old
Cross Tavern team, from left, Bruce
Heron, Terry Bell and Nigel Beviss, pull
the pints.




Women, Bee
Pubs

Nearly one third of CAMRA members
are women. At last year’s Great Brit-
ish Beer Festival one third of those who
attended were women.

® 15% of women who use pubs
drink real ale.

® 41% of women visit a pub at least
once a month - 17% at least once a
week.

® 48% of women are in favour of
extended opening hours if it does not

have an adverse effect on the local
community. This increases to 70% of

women who use the pub regularly.

People in
marketing will
tell you that in
general
women now
have more
disposable in-
come and are
socialising
without male
‘ company, and
many of them are drinking beer.
Females are a growth market for cigarettes
and drinks and it is the sensible publican
who puts him or herself out to appeal to
female customers.
Improvements in toilet facilities are a must.
In this survey this was the top of the com-
plaints list.

TASTE has new
ownership

g For those of you who
don’t know, “Taste” is an in-
& dependent glossy monthly
magazine which covers
beer and brewery related is-
sues. In November Full Blast
Publishing bought the peri-
8 odical and have retained
Hugh Madgin as Editor. We
THmrowte® have a very good relation-
ship with “Taste” locally, who were one of our
sponsors at the St Albans Beer Festival in 1998.
At the present time they are running a new
beer "Directory" updated each issue and it is
gratifying to see that of the 603 that are listed,
99% of them are cask conditioned. So if you
are interested in the world of beer and brew-
ing look out for a copy in your local newsa-
gent. Who says that distinctive locally brewed
real ales are on the decline? If you have trou-
ble finding a copy and wish to contact the
magazine the new address is:
the TASTE!, Full Blast Publishing, 4 Baker
Street, Stevenage, SG1 3 AL. 01438 214440.
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Vault Beer Festival
Report

- | "he Vault Free House in Waltham Cross
had their first Beer Festival in Novem-
ber to celebrate their listing in the “2000

Good Beer Guide”.

Seventeen beers were available from all over

the country including Mordue Radgie Gadgie,

Maldens Ploughmans Tackle and Bartrams

Captain Bill. On Sunday the local Morris Men

performed outside the pub.

It was most unfortunate that Paul from Enfield

and Barnet branch of CAMRA who had origi-

nally suggested the festival regretfully passed
away a few months before the event. He was
very dedicated to the Campaign and visited
the Vault regularly living just round the cor-
ner from the pub. He would have enjoyed the

Festival and been pleased that the Vault had

retained its place in the “Good Beer Guide”.

Report by Jean Hills and Doug Carter,

Herts Essex Borders Branch CAMRA

Brewers to blame for high prices

Just who is to blame for the extortionate price of beer in our pubs today,
Brewers or the Government? Editor Steve Bury investigates

Spiralling cost
M Unfortunately for the publican or
) their staff they are the first point

of contact when customers are

confronted with a price increase.

True to form a lot of pub users
found that their favourite tipple had gone up
in price just before Christmas - no surprises
there. The better informed of us know that the
spiralling price of not only alcoholic drinks
but soft drinks as well is completely outside
the bar staff’s control, but as they are the poor
sods that have to ask you for the extra they get
the abuse. | would love to see some of the
Area managers and the Brewery executives
come out into the pubs and serve some of their
customers. It would be an enlighten-
ing experience for them.

|} The Government’s view

The Brewers have been blaming
the Government’s taxation policy
for the excessive pub prices in the
UK. In December, Stephen Timms, Financial
Secretary to the Treasury, made a statement
during a Commons debate that has virtually
buried any hopes of a reduction in excise duty
for the foreseeable future. He rejected outright
that high beer taxes were to blame for putting
small breweries and pubs out of business as
“much too simplistic”. Mr Timms continued,
“In 1982 taxes accounted for 38% of the price
of a pint of beer in comparison to 30% today.
Despite lower taxation in real terms the price
of beer in the on-trade (in pubs) continues to
rise faster than the average rate of increase in
prices.in general.”

When the Chancellor increased duty by 1p a
pint in 1997 a number of brewers increased
bar prices by 8p a pint. Directly after the an-
nouncement of no increase in duty in 1998
four major brewers increased their prices by
6p a pint.

Legal and illegal imports only amounted to
2% of tax revenue from alcohol, but Mr Timms
said that the Government were still taking the
matter seriously and pursuing offenders. “Cut-

ting UK tax rates is not the answer - duty is not
the only factor in determining price.”

M OFT refuses to investigate pub
prices
' Again in December, Kim
Howells, the Consumer Affairs
Minister suffered a serious set-
back in his campaign to investigate the prices
of drinks in pubs. Mr Howells had found that
soft drinks cost three and a half times more in
pubs than in supermarkets and beer was twice
as expensive. John Bridgeman, the Director
General of the Office of Fair Trading, was asked
to investigate. He replied, “High prices on their
own do not necessarily indicate that firms are
breaking competition law”.
Mr Bridgeman is understood to be annoyed
thatthe OFT is being used by the Government
as a vehicle for its “Rip-Off Britain” campaign.
Obviously he earns enough not to be con-
cerned about pub prices and while he takes
this stance and refuses to act the customers
are continuing to be exploited.
However, the OFT did support Mr Howells’
request that drinks prices should be better dis-
played. “Pubs, restaurants and clubs should
be forced to display all drinks prices promi-
nently”, the OFT said. Mr Howells’ plans to
amend the Price Marking (Food and Drink on
Premises) Order 1979, to ensure this happens.
Although the move is supported by the British
Licensed Retailers Association, taking my own
experiences into account, | don’t think it will
get the wholehearted support of a large
number of licensees.

“Bar Wars” brewers pledge to
cut prices

After the price rises in anticipa-

) tion of Christmas and the Millen-
nium, a report in the “Daily Tel-
egraph” of 4th January found
brewers having a change of heart as follows:
“Brewers and pub companies are preparing
for a New Year price war which will see at
least a third knocked off the price of a pint of




beer. A wave of savage price cutting dubbed
“bar wars” is set to hit the pub business.
Wetherspoon's announced in September a re-
duction in the price of 23 brands by 25% in
its pubs outside London. This obviously did
not include Hertfordshire where prices of real
ales went up in the Cross Keys in St Albans.
Perhaps this was to help pay for the reduc-
tions where competition was more fierce. In
their defence they did reduce cask ale prices
in January, many retailing at £1.50 or less.

A quote from one regional brewer was, “You
are going to see pints of beer that are sold for
£1.80 being sold for less than £1.25. Retail
margins are going to come under very serious
pressure. If you are cutting prices and not costs
then it is not sustainable”. Of course you could
cut prices to encourage people to use your
pubs rather than drink off sales at home and
increase your overall turnover; it seems that
it's only the customers and J D Wetherspoon
that understand that one. Another good way
of cutting costs is to get 76 pints out of a 72
pint barrel by short measure.

Bass have promised selective price promotions
(I wonder if any of these will be in Hertford-
shire?). It will probably be only for dreadful
bottled concoctions anyway.

Any price reductions will be used to placate
the critics of beer pricing such as Stephen
Byers, the Trade Secretary.

My personal view is that very little of this so-
called price war will affect Hertfordshire,
which is considered by the brewers to be in
the affluent consumer belt around London. |
hope that the Brewerage will finally realise that
you can only squeeze the business so much
before you strangle it and it dies.

iIst - 5th AUGUST
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DOWN YOUR WAY...

Our information comes from a wide variety
of sources and it is inevitable that some
errors will occur. Please inform us of any
mistakes and the appropriate correction,
apology or retraction will be published. Ed

@ ALDBURY: Hall & Woodhouse have
acquired the Greyhound.

APSLEY: The Bell at Two Waters is up for
sale with or without licence. This is Hemel
Hempstead’s oldest coaching inn on the old
A41 London road.

@ BELSIZE: The Plough has started serving
a guest beer which comes from the
Pubmaster list and includes Tapster’s
Choice.

@ BURNHAM GREEN: The local Villagers
Association are forming a consortium to buy
the presently-closed Duck. However the
current owner is refusing to sell it as a pub.
Watch this space for more details.

@ COMMONSWOOD: The Cart & Horses
is currently undergoing building work,
intended to increase the living area for
members of staff.

@ ELSTREE: The Waggon & Horses,
Medburn, is now in the final stages of
planning permission for a £500,000 restau-
rant extension at the rear of the pub. The
interior of the pub will not be changed in
any way. The Waggon has a famous
inglenook fire used for illustration in the
1999 edition of the “Good Beer Guide” and
in solid fuel advisory advertisements. | was
surprised to find that they were having
difficulty getting coal delivered. The Solid
Fuel Advisory Board need to get their act
together.

@ GREAT AMWELL: The Waggon & Horses
has new licensees

@ GREEN TYE: Will Crompton reports that
The Green Tye Brewery is now brewing
three beers, Snowdrop (3.9%), Wheelbar-
row, (4.3%), and Treacleminer’s Ale (4.3%)
which is being brewed for the Chequers,
Wareside.

... DOWN YOUR WAY... DOWN YOUR WAY...

@ HARPENDEN: The Oak Tree now only
sells Charles Wells beers. The Old Bell has
reopened.

@ HEMEL HEMPSTEAD: The new town
shopping area is becoming a mecca for new
pubs recently. Greene King have opened the
Society Arms, and Wetherspoon the Full
House. A Wishing Well has also opened. It
is now rumoured that Whitbread want to
open a Hogshead in the former Powerhouse
shop/showroom. They failed to acquire a
site in the town two years ago.

@ HERTINGFORDBURY: Work is about to
start at the Prince of Wales.

@ LETCHMORE HEATH: The Three
Horsehoes which has been featured numer-
ous times in films and on television has just
received its ultimate accolade when Natalie
and Barry met there in the Christmas Day
edition of “Eastenders”.

@ MILL HILL: The Rising Sun, Totteridge
Lane, was up for sale until 17th January
when a 251 bus drove into the bar. The pub
is now supported by scaffolding until repairs
can take place.

@ PATCHETTS GREEN: The Three
Compasses has new managers who took
over the pub in late January.

@ POTTEN END: The Red Lion has been
renamed Martins Pond. Why?

@A POTTERS BAR: The Potters Steak House,
reported as being up for sale in the last
edition, may now close and be redeveloped.

@ RADLETT: The Red Lion Hotel was
purchased by Youngs of Wandsworth for
£1.2 million in December.

@ SOUTH MIMMS: The White Hart, a
McMullen’s house, closed on 8th January for
8-9 weeks for major building works, which
will also improve the toilet and kitchen
facilities. Fortunately the public bar (which
still sells beer cheaper than in the lounge)

will remain untouched, other than being
redecorated.

@ SARRATT: The Boot has recently carried
out alterations involving moving the kitchen
and bottle store and opening a small
restaurant area.

@ ST ALBANS: Missed in previous editions,
but worth noting is that the Baton,
Marsalswick, won the “1999 St Albans In
Bloom” competition (pub section). No doubt

they will be attempting to retain the award
in 2000.

@ TYLERS HILL, Botley, near Chesham: It is
rumoured that the owner of the Bricklayers

Arms, Flaunden, is interested in taking over

the Five Bells. In the early seventies this was
quite an oasis for real ale. We hope that the
once popular pub will be saved.

@ WARE: The Millstream is up for sale as a
private house

@ WATFORD: The Newsletter has received
correspondence from Christine Stockwell,
who took over when the Greene King pub,
the Nascot Arms in Stamford Street,
changed to tenancy in November. At present
they are selling Abbot Ale and IPA, which
they claim is in excellent order and have
invited customers to challenge their claim.
Nitrokeg has been removed and a guest real
ale should be available in the near future.
Following the closure of its brewery, the Flag
& Firkin has been selling Adnams Bitter and
Greene King IPA. We understand that Nik
Milo, the Flag’s ex-brewer, is now brewing
in North West France.

@ WIDFORD: Sadly the report from our
Herts/Essex Borders branch contact about
the Green Man and Bell, in the last edition
has proved to be completely incorrect.
Quite simply the Bell will remain open and
the Green Man stay closed. Fortunately the
two pubs are so close together that anyone
visiting the area would immediately recog-
nise our error. | would like to apologise to
the licensee of the Bell for any inconven-
ience or embarrassment caused.



Swift Halves

A Glass BIP

rian Race has been drinking in the Queen’s

Arms in Bushey Heath for the last 42 years,
and for at least the last 20 years has been us-
ing the same glass. Other pub regulars have
estimated that during the last two decades or
so he had probably consumed around 52,000
pints (obviously a bit more than a half-pint a
day man!)
Unfortunately, on the 26th November last year,
the inevitable happened, and Brian’s old drink-
ing companion got a bit smashed.
We hope Brian has managed to start getting to
grips with his new drinking associate.

G

The perfect diet -

G G G
drinking pints
Beer drinking improves health and keeps

women slim, according to scientists.
Speakers at a conference in Brussels claimed
moderate beer drinking cuts heart disease,
provides essential vitamins and minerals and
can protect against some cancers and degen-
erative illnesses.
German professor Hans Hoffmeister
said:“Teetotal women are always slightly fat-

ter than all other groups of women except for
the heaviest drinkers”.

Mick the Tick likes 2
tipple

Mick the Tick, CAMRA’s most famous
scratcher, has set what is probably an un-
beatable record by drinking 12,000 different
beers. For those of you who don’t know what
a scratcher or ticker is, it is a person who tastes
small samples of a large number of beers and
ticks or scratches them off on a comprehen-
sive list ( a bit like train spotting, but worse).
Mick Baker, 61, of Birmingham, has been sam-
pling beers since 1975 and travelled over
100,000 miles and spent £40,000 to complete
his quest. Mick is a regular visitor to the St
Albans Beer Festival with his shopping trolley
full of sample bottles. Unknown to many he

has quite a good singing voice and has ac-
companied Mike Higham, who plays at the
event. Fisherow Brewery, Edinburgh, has
brewed a special beer called “The Ticks” spe-
cially to commemorate Mick’s achievement.

Darisa Cafe Bar

The Advertising Standards Authority have
made a ruling on the complaint raised by
South Herts CAMRA and Viv Davies of the
Farmers Boy, St Albans, about the misleading
claim that the Parisa Cafe Bar in Harpenden
had their own microbrewery and that a spe-
cial Pilsner lager and a traditional ale were
brewed on the premises.

Parisa have admitted that their only brewing
plant in Putney had been moved to North York-
shire, where they now keg and transport beer
to their six cafes.

The final report is confidential and embargoed
until 9th February.

Naturally The Newsletter does not want to
compromise either the ASA or Parisa, espe-
cially as we may be making further complaints.
The safest comment is that the local CAMRA
branch is happy with the ruling and the in-
structions therein.

THE WHITE
HORSE

Castle Street, Hertford

Now a Fuller's "Freestyle"
House
Host to the first

Hertford Beer Festival
Fri 28th April- Mon 1st May

A minimum of seven cask ales always
available incl. at least four guest beers

Tel: 01992 501950

Beer Names Wotdsearch Competition
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Beer Names: ARUNDEL, BLACKAWTON,
BRAKSPEAR, CONCERTINA, DARK HORSE,
ECCLESHALL, FEDERATION, FELINFEOL,
GOACHERS, GRIBBLE, HOLT, ICENI,
JENNINGS, JUWARDS, KEMPTON,
LARKINS, LEES, MACLAY, NEWALE,
OAKHILL, PARISH, POOLE, REEPHAM,
SPRINGHEAD, TISBURY, THREE TUNS,
ULEY, VALE, WARDS, YOUNGS
Completed entries should be sent to:

Paul Ruane, 15 Turpins Close, Hertford,
SG14 2EH.

The first correct entry opened on 3rd April,
will receive a 1998 St Albans Beer Festival
Polo Shirt.

Bass needs to “Hammer” out problems at Chiswell Green

Regulars at The Three Hammers, Chiswell
Green are somewhat annoyed that their pub
has been sold to Bass who have earmarked it
to be re-developed as a Steak House, thus ru-
ining the pub atmosphere and removing from
the local community their “village pub”. They
have also sent in a petition to Bass but have
so far heard nothing from the brewing giant.

We think that Bass should meet with the inter-
ested parties and explain in detail their long-
term intentions for the Three Hammers, which
is a very attractive pub that has listed status.
We understand that there is no problem with
the quality and choice of beers at present so
we hope that this local stays one and that any
changes are acceptable to all concerned.

THE FARMERS BOY
London Road, St Albans
Tel: 01727 766702

Home of Verulam Brewery

Open all day for homemade
food and drink

South Herts CAMRA's
web site is now up and running and can be
found at

www.hertsale.org.uk

Add it to your favourites today.
It will keep you up to date with what is
happening in and around the county and
is regularly updated.




BRANCH DIARY

Hertfordshire South branch

B Tucs 8th February. GBG Survey, St Albans
& Potters Bar.

B Tues 15th February. Branch Mecting,
White Horse, Hertford. 8pm

B Thurs 17th fFebruary. Herts Liasion Meet-
ing, Wenlock Arms. N1. 8pm.

B Tues 22nd February. GBG Survey. St
Albans rural areas.

B Tues 7th March. GBG Selection Meeting,
CAMRA Headquarters, St Albans.8pm

B Tucs 14th March. Branch Mecting, Tin Pot,

Gustard Wood. 8pm

B Tucs 28th March. Pub Of The Year
presentation. Old Cross Tavern, Hertford.
Contact John Bishop:

01582 768478 (h) 0171 477 7700 (w)

Watford & District

B Wed 2nd February. Out of Area Social,
White Lion, Apsley. 8.30pm

B [hurs 10th February. Social, Royal Oak,
Wattord Heath, 8.30pm, Villiers Arms,
Oxhey, 9.30pm.

B Thurs 17th F(‘hruary_ Herts Liaison Meet-
ing, Wenlock Arms N1. 8pm

B i 18th February. Joint Pub Of The Year

presentation to the Black Boy, Bushey Heath.

8.30pm.

W Fri 25th February. Joint Pub Of The Year
presentation to the Swan, Bushey. 8.30pm.
W Sun 27th February. Committee Meeting,
West Herts Sports Club, Watford. 8pm.

W Thurs 23rd March. Branch ACM. Board
Room, Flag & Firkin, Watford. 8.30pm. A
guest speaker has been invited, so a good
turn out from branch members would be
appreciated.

Contact Tony Smith: 01923 221155 (h)

Enfield & Barnet branch

W Tues Tst Feb. Social, St Monica’s Social
Club, 6 Cannon Hill, Southgate. 9pm.

B Tues 8th Feb. Social, Barnet Conservative
Club, 33 High Street. 9pm. Be prepared to
ring for admission. Smart casual please.

B Wed 16th February. Branch Meeting. Inn
On The Green, Green Lancs, Palmers
Green. 9pm.

B Thurs 24th February. Social. Wheatsheaf,
Enficld. 9pm.

m Wed 15t March. Moon Under Water,
Barnet. Ypm.

W Tues 7th March. Social. Winchmore Hill
Cricket Club, Firs Lane. 9pm.

B Thurs 16th March. Social. Gilpin’s Bell,
Edmonton. 9pm.

B Tucs 21 March. Social. Lord Nelson, West
End Lane, Barnel. 9pm.

[ i o
] Enjoy a pint at
St Albans' oldest Freehouse

/]

?lnmm Red Lion

Fishpool Street

I Excellent range of regular ales
and unusual guest beers

Old Cross T avernj

Real Ale Free House
"The way pubs used 1o be”
8 St Andrew Strect. Hertford
Tel: 01992 383133

Food available lunchtimes
Mondav-Saturday

SOUTH HERTS CAMRA
PUB OF THE YEAR |






