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The-Companysay that cask-conditionedDirector'sbitterwill be shipped
up from Bristol- sheerlunacyas the drayswill drive rightpast Readingon
theirway to London.Worton Grange,however,cannotproducereal beer,
according to Courage.The move will almost certainlymean the end of
traditional Best Bitter in the south-eastsince bright bitterwill probablybe
suppliedlrom the ReadingMegakeggery.Worse still,it is likelythat this
bright beer will be served by handpumpsin the Company'shouses,
somethingwhich is alreadybeing done in some pubs in the Londonarea.
Moves such as this make the old Watney empire look desirable by
companson.

Overcapacity

The maior reasons for closure are probably overcapacity at Worton
Grange and the Company'spoor financialrecord.lt is probable'however,
that since the new tactoryhas enoughcapacityto absorbproductionfrom
all their "real" breweriesin the south,andwithits idealplacingon the M4,
that it has been the intentionall along to closeall these down.Needlessto
say, Courage have been insistingthat this is not the case. By next year,
however,if the closureof Horseleydowngoes ahead,they will be halfway
there. This would leave them with iust the two "real" breweries,Worton
Grange in the southand John Smiths,Tadcaster,brewingonly processed
"beers".

RegionalBrews

At a time when moresuccessfulmembersof the Big Six, Ind Coopeand
Watneys, are decentralisingtheir structureand producinga more varied
range of beers for differentregions,Courage'smove appearsto not only
be totally daft but also commerciallyunsound.With any other company
the exhortations or drinkers, publicans and shareholders would be
expected to register,and perhaps make them reconsidertheir policies.
Watneys did. lt seems as though Courage are determinedto take their
place as PublicBar Enemy NumberOne by blindlyblunderingon into a
f izz-onlyluture. lt seemsthat they've not yet heardof the consumerrevolt
which has changed the face of the British brewing industry.lf that's the
case then CAMRA will soon be doing plentyto change all that.
Russlan RollOut-the CornellColumn,inside.

TIES
RAYMENTS

HertfordshireNorth branch are selling smart
blue ties featuring the Rayments "jolly
brewer" insigniain red and blue,on a white
background. A strictly limited number are
available al t2.75 each; they are on sale at
any Branch event,or by post (includelarge
stamped addressed envelope) from Peter
Lerner,'14 Hazehell, Watton-at-Stone,
Hertford.Don'trnissthischanceto showyour
pridein Hertfordshire's
smallestbrewery.

ARGUMENT
OPENING
DaveBurns
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After returning from a recent holiday in Germany I am once again struck
by he fact that the licensinghours in this countryare, to put it mildly' a pain
in the neck. Although it is CAMRA policy to support the proposecl
liberalisationof opening times, I would go further and suggest that they
should be completelyabolished.Wheneverthis is mootedby parliarnent,
though, the same old, predictable oblectionsarise trom the same old,
predictablequarters.These objectionsare, I believe,nearlyall based on
ignoranceof the true facts, prejudiceor just plain sell-interest.They can
usually be summarisedas follows:
The Temperance Movemenl - "Liberalisation will only increase
drunkenness and drink-related crime. Everyone will be in the pub
insteadof working." I suspect that these peoplewould objectto anything
concernedwith drinkon principle,irrespectiveof the facts.lndicationsare
that their objectionsare totally unfounded.Recent changes in the law in
Scotland,resultingin some pubs beingopennearlyall day, have,in fact,
reduced drunkenness and drink-induced offences. Scandinavian
countries,with very strictdrink laws, also havelar worse alcoholproblems
than we have. I suspect that there is no simple caus€-and-effect
relationship as the Teetotallersof this world may suggest. Certainly
countriessuch as Germanyand Belgium,with bars open all day and
night,are not full of drunksand their industrialrecordindicatesthat people
are not in the pub all the time. What is most distasteful about the
Temperanceargumentis lhe impliedcondescensionwhichsuggeststhat
the populace needs to be looked after - by them.
The Pofice - "Uberalisationwould makepolicing difficult."Any variation
of the present systemwould inevitablycause some confusion,at least at
first, and make the police's job more difiicult.Abolitionaltogetherwould
make policing unnecessaryand would allowthe policeto get on with their
realjob - that of catchingrealcriminals.
The Publican - "We are not prepared to work more hours than we do
atready. Longer opening would mean more staft,higher overheadsand
higher prices." Here we have the most vocal opposition, and
understandably so. I think that the reluctance of some landlords,
managersand trades unions is based not only on the BritishPeople's
of the
inherentdislikeof changebut also on completemisunderslanding
facts.Most landlordsalreadycomplainof workinglor maybe14-16hours
a day - perhaps 8am to 12pm with a short afternoonbreak. lf this is so
then they may already be putting in longer hours than many of their
continentalcolleagues.Althoughthe law in Belgiumand Germanymay
allowbars to stay openlor24 hoursa day,mostof themwillprobablyonly
open from, say, 11am until midnightor a little later. No longerthan a
Britishpublicanworks now. In addition,most pubs here are more, not
less, heavily staffedthan their continentalcounterparts.This is because
intoshortperiodswithinopening
mostof the iradein DUbsis concentrated
hours.Over the Channel,bars have a muchmore evensplead of lrade
cont on P4 col 2.

THEREALALEGHOSTTOWN
OF HERTFORDSHIRE
the north of Kings Cross, on the main railway line from
Twenty miles to
London to Edinburgh lies the town of Welwyn Garden City. With a
population of ,10,000,the town is beautifully laid out with wide grass
verges, well kept flower beds and plentiful trees. lt boasts sailing and
boating lakes, a courrcilrun golf course,leisurecentre,sports centre and
a fine swimming pool. An idyllic place to live one might think.
Unfortunatelyfor the real ale drinkerthis is not the case, the town having
only 11 pubs of whichjust four sell real ale.
Taking the real pubs first, in the north west comer of the town in
Shoplandswe find a typical large,modern estate pub, the HEDGEHOG.
The pub possesses both public and saloon bars, the latter very well
appointed. This is the only pub in town which offers a choice of real
ales,lnd Coope Bitter and Burton being cunently on sale, though I am
given to understandBenskinswill replacethe Bitter in the near future.
In the middleof the previouslymentionedmunicipalgolf course,we find
the FAIRWAY TAVERN, a very convenient1gth hole for thirsty golfers.
Although the pub itself looks more like an airport departurelounge,the
Burton Ale is well kept and the large picture windows atford a splendid
view across the Mimram river valley. The pub also boasts a separae
snack bar wfere chibren may be taken, and which serves reasonably
priced basket meals.
In the town centre we tind the CHERRY TREE, which is more easily
recognizedas a BeeleaterSteak House.Until its recentconversionto an
eating emporium, this pub had a large dance hall at the rear which one
'6Oswas packed to the gills to har an up and coming
evening in the late
new blues bard, Led Zepplin!Nowadaysthe entertainmentis on a lower
key. Much has been written on the decor of this pub yet on enteringthe
front door all would appearquite normal,if a littlegarish.A walk throughto
the old dance hall however will take you into third rate recreationof a
street scene from a Dickins novel. The pub itself sells WetheredsBitter.
Perhapsthe pubs greatestasset is the largesaloonbar at the front which
norivlies redundant.Surely it would not be too much to ask ol the brewers
to restore this to use as a basic public bar, somethingwhich the town
centre,which nly possessestwo pubs, badly needs.
The tinal real ale pub in the town,the BEEHIVE,is around200 yards trom
the QEll hospital. lt's a very handsometimber beamed pub which has
been tastefully renovted by Whitbreads, its owners. Eric l'licholls, the
manager, keeps a very @nsislent pint of Wethereds Bitter and in my
opinionthe pub is by far the b€st in town.
Briefly, the other pubs are the HOLLYBUSH, also near the hospital
wtrich until quite rec€ntly sold handpumped Bass and prior to that
Charringtons lPA. The handpumpswere ripped out, however, with the
anival of the latestmanager.Near the Woodhallshoppingparadeare the
PEARTREE and the CHIEFTAIN, both vast pubs. The former would
almost certainly be selling handpumped beer now were itnotforthe
cfrange of ownership from Ind Coope to Whitbreadsshortly before the
Burton Ale revolution.The handpumpswere still visible on the bar until
quite recently, in fact. The Chieftain was quite recently extensively
renovated at considerableexpense by mcMullensand the public bar is
more comtortable than most saloons. Unfortunatelythe improvements
stoppedshort at the taste of the beer,which is all fizz.Just up the road,on
the eastern edge of the town is the LUDWICK, an uninspiringpub jointly
runby Mac's andWhitbread.Thelowncentresotherpub,the FOUNTAIN
in Parkway,is a completelyfacelessone bar Couragefizz house,whileon
the Haldens estate we find the MAYFLOWER, a Whitbread House, a
friendlybut equallyuninspiringpub. Finallywe have the town's newest
pub, the OAK TAVERN on the vasl PanshangerEstate.The brewers,
'publicbar'.
Bass,were quick to pointout when it openedthat it featureda
What this actually means is that part of the single large bar is coveredin
lino insteadof carpet,and standingon the linowon't get you your pint2p
cheapereither.
So there we have it, a pretty depressingscene for the Real Ale imbibing
inhabitantof the town,withonlyone realale pub for every10,000people,
more than the entire populationof nearbyWelwynvillage,which also
boastsfour real ale oubs.
lf you live in the town and would liketo see more real ale flowing,don'tjust
sit in the local moaningover your pint of Tankard,Tavernor Stones,tell
the landlordwhat you want and tell him often.At the moment,with mostot
the county well served for Real ale, the beer drinking scene in Welwyn'
Garden is an embarrassmentto all concerned
Steve Ellis

BAR BILLIARDSTABLES
obtainablefrom

ALFREDSAMS& SONS
Herts.
4 BriscoeRoad,Hoddesdon,
Writeor telePhone
62415
Hoddesdon
forfurtherdetails

CORNER
COMPOST

by S. Stirrer

FastestIndigestionin Town

I rormally read the-brewingindustry trade press in the same way that I
would piik up a copy of the Beanoor the DailyStar. Not very enlightening
but sometimes pretiy amusing- althoughnot always intentionallyso' A
recent issue of the Publican, a sort of iazzed-up glossy Moming
Advertiser- but with more advertising,gave a tew good exampleswhy' In
'fastestsandwichesin town' " whichwas
an article headed "Kraft claims
nothingto do with a new pub sportsimilarto flea racing,but aboutexciting
develo-omentsin "cheese slicetechnology".The packcontains40 slices
of orocessed"cheese" each of which measures4Tz" squareto fit exactly
th6 standard sliced loaf. You Englishare so clever.What shows the
author's, or Kraft's,completeignoranceis the statementthat these slices
have many advaniages over the "traditional 1olb cheese block"' 1olb
cheese blocks are abut as traditionalas Space Invadersis a pub game'
other interestingfactsto be gleanedincludethe informationthat withiust
12 ring-pullsfrom largecansof HolstenExportor Pilsyou can get a free
ootl Oili. Wow! Howeverthe funniestitem is an advertisementwhich
IppeareO in the classifiedsection:

FORSALE
Beer and vomit Proof
carpet that looks like
Wilton.AlmostimPossible
to stain.HeaWdutY.ldeal
hotels, bars, offices,
receptions,bedrooms.60
c o r o u r s .N O S T A I N I N G
F B O M B E E R ,S P I R I T S ,
JUICE.
V O M I T ,O R A N G E
f,1.99per sq yd plus vat.
24p.
Samples
postage.
OLLERTON
HALLPUB.Knutsford,
Cheshire.

GraffitiCorner
As yet I've not receivedany entriesfor this but I did look throughthe
Graffiti Wall from the last Hertlordshire Beer Festival. Sad to say,
however, the quality was pretty low and there was a fair amount ol
repetition.One,printable,bitof scrawlwasquiteamusing,and notwithout
an elementof truth:
A boringpersonis someonewho talksabouthimself,whileyou wantto
talk aboutyourself.

BarBilliards

As promisedlastmonth I will printa list of all known(to me that is) pubs
with bar billiardstables.Sadly I have receivedfew replieseven though
there are still quite a numberof tablesin the county.Firsta littleof the
historyof the game.
Althoughthe gamedevelopedfrommuchearlierversionsof billiards,the
form we know now was first seen as BilliardsRusse (RussianBilliards)in
Belgiumin the late1920s.Whenthe gamewasbroughtoverto Englandin
the 30s the name was changed because of the unpopularityof the
Russiansat that time. Things change very little it seems. Since Bar
BilliardsLtd registeredthe name as theirown, other manufacturershad to
choose others and so the terms Skittle Billiardsand Snookerettecame
intouse.Althoughthereareslightvariationsin the rulesfromareato area,
of the 'skittles',the rulesremainessentiallythe
suchas in the positioning
sane.
withtablesincludethe Chequesandthe RedLionat
Pubsin Herfordshire
WoolmerGreen,the RobinHood and LittleJohn at RableyHeathnear
the SeleArmsand
Welwyn;The Roseand Crown,AstonnearStevenage;
the Dimsdale Arms, both in Hertford; the Prince of Wales,
the King William,Hoddesdon;the NorthStar,Welwyn;
Hertingfordbury;
andthe Acorn,St.Albans.A numberof clubsalsohavethem,in particular
the ThomasMercerSportsand SocialClub,St. Albans,who are nol only
interestedin lnininga leaguebut alsosellrealale to boot!
Anyone who would like to try the game can do no better than to come
alongto the Southherts- Mid Chilternsbranchesjointsocialand ioin in
(seeWhat's On). l{ anyoneis interestedin loininga leaguelalreadyhave
a number of interestedpeople.
lf you know of a table somewhereget some friendstogetherand form a
team.Contactme via the newsletterand we'll see if we can formthe lirst
HertfordshireBar BilliardsLeague- certainlythe firstlor manyyears.

HOMEBREW- 1850'sSTYLE
An amusingand interesting
bookcamemywayrecently.Entitied"A Plain
CookeryBook for the WorkingClasses",it was writtenby CharlesElme
Francatelli,lateMAitred'H6teland ChiefCookto HerMaiestythe Queen,
in 1852.
Amongstreceipesfor a "Puddingmadeoul of SmallBirds" and "How to
preparea largeQuantityof GoodSoupforthePoor",isonewhichtellsthe
pre-Boot'skit brewerhow to make his (or her) own beer.Aftercleaning
one's plant whichconsistsof "...a thirtygalloncopper,two coolingtubs

capableof holdingeach aboutthirtygallons;a mashtub of sufficientsize
to containfifty-fourgallons,and anothertub of smallersize, calledan
underback.." and various other items, our latter day Tom Caxton is
advisedto collecta quantityof rain or brookwater fo; its suitabilitvfor
brewing.Usingtwo bushelsof maltand two poundsof hopswillproducea
very reasonable three kils (54 gallons) of beer after two month's
maturation.Quitesufficientfor the averagehomebrewerone wouldhave
thought-| pressumethat, in thosedays, home brewershad even more
friendsthan they havetodaywillingto helpthemtest theirwares- either
thator very large,thirstyfamilies!

CAMRATAKESOVERTHEHIGHSTREET

In Februarythis year Neil Grundytook over the Red Lion in Stevenage
High Street.Neilcamefrom a pub in Carnbridgeshire
wherehe hadwon
the local CAMRA branch's'Pub of the Year'competition.Sinceaniving
Neil has added XX mild and Abbot to the lPA, all servedby handpump.
Last month lan Miller moved to the White hart, a former Ind Coope keg
and top pressurehouse. Now there are six handpumpsservingBenskins
and Burton. KK mild shouldbe availablefrom the end of August.lan, a
CAMRAmember,offers'servicewith a smile'and a widerangeof foods.
(His wife's nice too - Ed)
In mid-Augustformer Chairmanof HertsNorth Branch,Bob Else,took
over the Marquis of Lorne.At presentAbbot is servedon handpumpbut
we are all hopingthat the brewerywill installpumpsfor lpA and mildso
that Bob may have the chance to compete on equal term with the other
real ale pubs in the street. Bob, a chef by profession,will be otferinga
range of foods withoutthe use of microwaves.
The two other High Streetpubs which sell real ale are the Two Diamonds
(Mac's Country and AK) and the YorkshireGrey (GreeneKing Abbotand
IPA).Only 'Whitbreadfor Choice'are conspicuousby theirabsence.
Dave Bundy

DEUTSCHLAND
UBERALES

This month we start a serieson the beersof Europe. lt's not often realised
that there are many ditferenttypes of beers producedon the continent,
particulady in Belgium and Germany. Apart from the ubiquitous pils,
which is what British lager purports to be, there are wheat beers, wild
yeast beers, strong ales, stouts and even cherry beers. In the next tew
months-we will be looking at Germany and in the first article Martyn
Comell samplesa South German Weizenbier.

A LONG,LONGWHEAT

un+ltuv6

It's a curious fact that a practicerigorouslyavoided by all self-respecting
British real ale brewers- adding wheat to the mash tun - should be an
ancient and much-celebratedtraditionin Germany,home ot the strictest
beer purity laws in the world.
But while real ale fanaticshere mighttum up their nosesat the idea,the
Germans have a great deal to be proud ol with their wheat beers. Earlier
this summer I found myself in Stuttgart,seated at a table in an open-air
cafe, on a hot afternoon.lemployed my best O-level Germanin ordering
aweizenbiettrcmthe Sanwaldbrewery,whichspecialisesin the brew.
The drink was servedrefreshinglycold in an outrageouslytall,thin halflitreglass- slightlylessthan a pint- withthe traditionalsliceof lemonon
top. The wholeaffairwas delicious,and everydry, sultryafternoonsince
has made me long for a cool weizen.
For the technically-minded,weizens are one of two wheat beer styles
brewed in Germany,the other being the Berlinerwer'sses,or white beers.
They contain a third to two-thirds wheat malts to barley, and are topfermented,likeBritishale and unlikelager.
UnfortunatelyI was there at the wrong time to try any 8ocks, the strong
SouthGermanfestivalales,but I did my fairshareot mnsumersampling
from various local breweries.
SouthGermanyis the most breweriedarea in the world-there are around
15Obrewing towns in Baden-Wurttembergalone, manywith two, threeor
more brewerieseach, while Bavaria is reckonedlo have over 1,000
breweries,so lhis report covers only a minisculelraction cf what is
available.
But I am disappointed
to say that I onlyreallylikedoneof the lagersI tried,
and that, I discoveredlater, was the only one that had not been fittered.
Few German beers are ever pasteurised,unlike British so-called
"lagers", but unfilteredbeer from the cask is so rare it is actuallv
advertisedas a speciality.A pity.
lGxt Month - Berliner Werbse.

THECORNELLCOLUMN
ROLL-OUT
RUSSIAN

by MartynCornell

CouragelmperialRussianStout lives - despite the many reports
announcing
itsdemise.
The latest brew of the strongest real ale produced by any of the Big Six
look place just four monthsago. And even though the eventualclosureof
the Horsleydown brewery in London, where it comes from, has been
announced,anothertwo brews of Bussian Stout are plannedas usualfor
next year.
lmperialRussianStoutis a bottled,naturallyconditioned,realale withan
.101
originalgravityof a powerful1
.8. lt is normallykept in storagewhileit
conditionsfor at leasta year, and the most recent vintageon sale in pubs
rightnow is the 1978.
The brew is the only survivor from the Barclay Perkins brewery in
Southwark, taken over by Courage in the 1950s, and it still bears the
Barclayname on the bottlecaps. The recipedates backalmost20Oyears,
and the brew was originallyexportedto Russiato tickle the palatesof the
jmperialcourt.
Beer connoisseursregard RussianStout as one of the classicbeers.The
'78
is now in almosttop condition,rich thick and warming.The '77, still to
be found on some pubs' shelves, is perhaps a little past its prime. your
columnisl recentlyhad a'74, which tasted more like gravy than beer, but
which was still very palateable.
Courage admit that they lose money on the beer, and many drinkers
thought the cornpanyhad stopped brewing it. But CouragebrewerJohn
McAllistertold me: "We brew it at the same time we make Velvet Stout.
300 barrels of the strongerwort goes into RussianStout,and 50Obarrels
of the weaker wort into Velvet Stout." The only differencein the way the
brew is handled now is that it is stored for longer before being botfledunfiltered,and unpasteurised- so that it does not have to be conditioned
for so long in the bottleitself.
Couragehave said that when Horsleydowncloses aroundthe end of next
year Russian Stout will be brewed at Bristol instead. Let's hope so - it
would be a tenible shame 1olosefor ever the brew that kept Catherinethe
Greathappy.

ALEANDHERTY
People in Hertfordshiresuffer less from drink problems than any other
county in the country, accordingto thb National Council on Alcoholism.
Hertfordshirehas the best drink driving recordin England,and has fewer
drink-associatedsocial and health problemsthan almostanywhereelse.
Over the whole countrythere is an averageof 371 drink drivingcases per
100,000 people. In Hertfordshirethe figure drops to just I Ogcases.The
county also has fewer deaths trom cirrhosisof the liver than most other
English counties. These statistics have not, alas, prevented the
HertfordshireArea HealthAuthorityfrom callingtor the priceol drinkto be
increasedand increaseduntilalcoholconsumptionfinallystartslalling,on
the groundsthat an estimated1.5 per cent of the populationsufferslrom a
drinkproblem.
Don't worry, Area Health Authority- any more price rises, and the only
drink problem any of us suffersfrom really will be how to pay for the stutf.

BOOZE.UPIN BALDOCK
The first ever real beer testival in Baldockis taking place next month- on
the site of the town'slast brewerv.
The festival is being run by the North Herts CAMRA branchon Saturday
october25 in the BaldockCommuniiyCentre,SimpsonDrive,otf Baldock
HighStreet.SimpsonDrivecoversthe oldSimpson'sbrewery,takenover
by GreeneKingand closedin 1965.
More than 15 differentreal beers will be available,as well as real food
and entertainment.The festival will be ticket only, maximum 22 rrr1ple,
and tickets can be obtainedtrom Martin Connolyon Stevenage61332.

TIMESDON'TCHANGE

"The Justices,and oddlyenoughespeciallythe teetotaljusticesseemed
to believe that there was some special virtue in large and commodious
bars,cateringfor cars and charabancs,and some specialwickednessin
smallcosy barswhereold iriendsget togetherfor theireveningdrink.But
for my part I alwaysregrettedthe passingof the littlepubs. l'd rathersit
roundthe firewithhalfa dozengoodfellowsanddrinkbeerfromthewood,
than part myselfon a high stool on a long bar in a roadhouseand be
servedwith stuff which comes sizzlingout of a tap after being pumped
pipesby hundredsof poundsworthof
throughmilesof chromium-plated
machinery. . . But a pub is primarya meetingplace for friends,where
triendsas well as drinkingmay talk, argue,play games,or iust sit and
think accordingto mood . . . I would ratherthat my host was the lardlord of
a littlepub, a poor man drinkingwith his fellows,than a "manager"who
more
nas
no
in commonwithhis cuslomersthanthe managerof a chainstore,whichis
exactlywhat he is."
Thanks to Mary White for finding this quotation,which is not an extract
frorn a diatribe about the newer pubs of our lriendly local brewery, but
comes from "Portrait of Elmbury" by John Moore . . . publishedabout
1946!
Peter Lerner
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THEPUBS
AROUND

WHAT'SON

Two free houses in the northempart of the countyhave addedthe popular
Benskins Buer to their range of beers. They are the Coach and Horses
at Royston, and the Lytton Arms at Knebworth.
A newcomerto realale,proudlydisplayingits BenskinsBitterhandpump'
is the Boot al Dane End, near Watton at Stone. An annual event which
oacks the Bell at Therfield (Greene King) to capacity is the Harvest
Festival.The highlightof theday is the auction,heldin the evening,where
anything and everythinggoes for ridiculousprices' This year's Festival
wili be on October4th - corneearly! Finallyit's time to say farewellto Jack
and Elsie Smith,whose Chequers at Wood End finallycloses its doorsas
a Greene King pub on 3rd September.Many words have already been
written in the newsletter about the closure of the Chequers: all that
remains is to thank the Smiths,on behalf of a generationof Hertfordshire
beer-drinkers,for the warmthof their welcomeand the excellenceof their
beer at The Chequers- never was a bad pint ever servedthere and to
King
Greene
Meanwhile,
in
Walkern.
home
new
in
their
well
them
wish
are selling the old pub by tender, with or without licence,so if you fancy
runningalountry pub and have t60,0@ odd to spare,make GreeneKing
an offer they can't refuse.
Next a welcorne to two new couples: First the new managers, Ken and
Julie Osborneat the Chequers, WoolmerGreen. Ken got off to a finestart
by joining CAMRA. He is continuingthe full range of Benskinsbitter' Ind
6bpe Kk and Burton. Next we welcome Mike and Sue Farquharat the
Greihoune, St. lppollitts,who can serve you Benskins bitter or Burton
Ale from the pumP.
The Bull at dosmore now sells Wetheredsbitter- nextdoor is the Bardin
Hand, where a cask of AbbotAle has been a regularfeatureon the bar'
The second phase ol Benskins introductionhas broughtwith it another
soate of oubi installinghandpumps.Pubswhich have come to our notice
aie the Half lloon and the Falcon in Bishop's Stortford;the Bedlord
Arms, the Load of llay and the One C.own in Watford;the Saracen's
llead in Kings Langley;the Firefly in Boume End; the Old Shepherd in
Chorleywooi; the Quden's Arms and the white Hart in Bushey;the Fish
and E6b, Dobbs Weir; the Half Moon, High Wych; and the Windsor
Castle, Ware. The Black Lion Hotel in St Albans is also sellingthe beer'
As we have said beforeour lists are probablyincompleteand new outlets
for the brew are springingup all over the county'
McMullens are on the move again. At least two managed houses have
recently had handpumps instaled, or are promised. The Cock o'the
hbdh at Bell Bar, near BrookmansPark, has had a handpumpinstalled
for, you guessed it, Country Bitter only. Pumps are also promisedat the
CowPer Arms, Digswell,by Welwyn Northstation'
The Grandison Arms, Bramfieldhas installeda handpumpto serve lnd
Coope bitter.

SOUTHBRANCH
HERTFORDSHIRE
WednesdaySePtember17th
Bar billiardi matchvesusMid ChiltemsBranchat the Bed Lion'Little
B.00Pm
Missenden.
Promptstart.
TuesdaySePtember23rd
(GreeneKingand
at theRedLion,Radlett,8.00prn
BF{ANCkMEETING
Bass)
NORTHBRANCH
HERTFORDSHIRE
TuesdaySeptembergth
Dunton,
Branchat theWheatsheaf,
JointsocialwittrttortnBedfordshire
8.00pm(Wethered)
nearBiggleswade.
ThursdaySePtember1lth
OldTown.8.00pmstart
at theRedLion,Stevenage
MEETING
BRANCFi
(Greene
King)
SaturdaySeptember13th
Coachtrip to Oxfordand Aylesbury- for placescontactJohnLawon
721015.
Slevenage
MondaySeptember15th
Breweryvisit to McMullens,Hertford,meetingl0.lsam. For places
721960.
contactSteveDoneon Stevenage
TuesdaySePtember16th
in Baldock.Starts8'00pm'
Campailnin!socialat theHenandChickens
(Greene
King)
WednesdaySePtember24th
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of
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8.00pmprompt.
HouseManagers.
Licenseil
WednesdayOctober1sth
8'00pm'
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King)
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WednesdaySeptember'lOth
2.1Spm
Meetatbrewery
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start(Benskins)
8.00pm
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MondayOctober20th
Detailslater.
visitto McMullens.
Brewery

ANOTHERPOINTOF VIEW

Guest speaker at HertfordshireNorth's October branch meeting (see
Jiiwf *iff be Mr Harry Shindler, national Secretary ol the National
Assobiationof LicensedHouseManagers.Mr. Shindlermakes no secret
ol the lact that he does not shareCAMM's views on many aspectsof the
pub trade. So there shouldbe an extremelylivelyexchangeof views and
Ln opportunity to learn more about life the other side of the bar' Local
licenseeswill be particularlywelcome at this meeting.
peter Lerner

JOINCAMRANOW!
l/we wish to becornemembers of the Campaignfor Real Ale (Limited)'
l/we agree to abideby the MemorandumandArticlesofAssociationof the
Campaign.
(Pleaseuse BLOCKCAPITALS)

Signature-Date
Send to the MembershipSecretary' CAMBA' 34 Alma Road' St Albans'
Hertfordshire.
FULL MEMBERSHIPT5 A YEAR.JOINT MEMBERSHIPC6A YEAR.
(One copy of What's BrewingonlY)

BRANCHCONTACTS

l&t'Ot Bnnclr
lldlf qdlhlt!
Sterre Done Tel: Stevenag€ 721960
Herfiordchltt So{r|h Branclr
Eric Sim Tel: Hatlield 60847
llertr-Egex Bordcrs Brencft
7362
Terry SrnithTel: EPP|TB
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and hence often requiredfewer staff. Those that are continuallybusy do
employ extra staff, on a shift basis if they're openlor longhours,but make
extia rironey to compensate.No doubt about it, Europeanbars do make
-they are not,in general,
money,but - andthisis not usuallyaPpreciated
particularly expensive. lf the earnings of the country are taken into
bonsideraiionthen beer in a German or Belgianbar is actuallycheaper
than here! In addition,serviceis often betterover there,with table service
the norm and the unhurriedatmosphereallowingmore time and effortto
be spent on each customer.
'? change in the licensing laws would alter the
The'Traditionalist essentialcharacterof the Englishpub, fill it with machinesand spoilthe
atnosphere." l used to think that too. But closer thought shows it to be
groundless.The Britishpub has developedoverhundredsof yearsandis
a product of the people of this country, not the relativelyrecent opening
restrictions.ln tact many traditionalpubs are alreadybeing convertedto
tasteless,characterlessamusementarcadeswithoutany alterationin the
licensinglaws. We don't have a monopolyon good placesto drink and a
nice refreshingbeer outsidea cafe ln Berlinor Brusselsat four o'clockon
a summer's aftemoonis a lot betterthan sittingin a dustypub carparkwith
nothingto wet yourwhistle.
Well, those are some of the arguments,and what I think ol themlthere
are obviouslymore,for and against,good and bad. I merelythink thatwith
our oubs and more reasonablelicensinglawswe reallywouldbe the envy
of the beer drinkingworld. As it is a totallyoutdatedconcept'intendedto
keep munitionsworkersat their benchesin 1914,everyday stepsin to
curtailthe enjoymentol millions.lt's abouttimewe calledtime on calling
time.
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