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TYRANNY — WHAT TYRANNY?

It’s not often that a local CAMRA newsletter has the ‘honour’ of being quoted in the national press, but an article in the
Observer on August 15th was obviously using this publication as its source, although no names were named. The
author of the piece, Andrew Martin, is obviously a hard-done-by lager drinker. Entitled ‘The Tyranny of Real Ale’, it
was a mildly bitter attack on the Campaign, its members, and much of what it stood for.

After an opening paragraph tracing the Campaign’s success in ‘saving’ traditional draught beer, he gets down to the nitty-gritty: *‘In a recent newsletter, (/ast
May’s actually) a CAMRA reporter (Nick Page) urged readers to lobby six ‘fizz’ pubs as part of their ‘main campaigning issue’ to make St Albans the firstcity in
the country to have real ale in every pub” is how he starts. He goes on though: ‘‘Has it not occured to CAMRA that a minority (my itallics) might actually prefer
keg beer?’’ Well, Mr Martin, it is purely because we are aware of the tastes of minorities, or majorities for that matter, that the Campaign for Real Ale was
formed. As far as | am aware, virtually every pub in St. Albans, or the county, offers at least one keg beer. Not all offer the real beer drinker his tipple, although,
thankfully many of them now do. It would, frankly, be stupid to expect literally every pub in Britain to offer cask conditioned beer — some are just not suitable.
Most, however, are perfectly capable of doing so— certainly those in St Albans — landlord and customers willing. The essence of the Campaign’s doctrine is
choice — most drinkers would object if some pubs only sold bottled beer, or just lager. CAMRA believes that pubs and brewers should cater for all drinkers —
and that naturally includes real ale drinkers. Unfortunately Mr Martin appears to think that CAMRA wants everyone to drink only cask conditioned ale and
nothing else!

He also takes the newsletter to task (I am referred to as “‘an un-named CAMRA snoop” in the article) for presuming to voice its opinion on ‘rumoured’
improvements in some real ale pubs. Fortunately some of us still believe in free-speech — sadly, for him at any rate, Mr Martin naively considers that brewers
and landlords always have the interests of their customers and the environment foremost in their minds when working on their pubs. Brewers exist primarily to
sell beer and to make money — their shareholders insist on it — and if that means demolishing an idyllic country pub or gutting a fine old town building, then
that is what is often done. Not all brewers and publicans are so indiscriminite, but history shows that if the public is not vigilant then, sooner or later, someone
will make them wish they had been. Many hundreds of fine pubs have been vandalised on a whim — the theme pubs of the sixities were a perfect example —
only to have vast amounts spent on them a few years later to try to undo some of the damage. CAMRA is trying to help to make sure brewers and landlords bear
this in mind each time they consider changes to their property.

If Mr Martin thinks that it is tyrannical to want to drink real beer in real pubs, then he has our sympathy.

D.B.

KK- RIP —j%% _:% —ﬁ‘ SPECIAL REPORT .. .. .. see inside

THE BARLEY MOW

Last month saw the end of Benskin’s KK, and with it a further reduction in
choice for mild drinkers. Sales of the beer, first brewed by the original Watford
company, had reached a very low level according to Benskins. Although now
made at Romford, it was still very much a Hertfordshire beer, being difficult to
obtain in Essex itself. A recent promotion failed to improve flagging sales but
the question that must be asked is whether the company really wanted to
continue with its production anyway. Compared with the campaigns to boost
John Bull bitter or Benskin’s new keg Pale, the effort expended on KK has been
rather minimal. Some southern brewers have in the past made no secret of the
fact that mild ales are a bit of an embarassment to them — is this the case with
Ind Coope-Benskins?
The demise of this beer has posed two major questions. Firstly, a number of
landlords have suggested to us that they will expect compensation for the cost
Continued on page 2
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Offering the construction of patios and
barbeques (the licensed trade is our
speciality) as well as tree felling/lopping and
general garden maintenance.
EEm
For details and prices phone

Bob Hewitt on Watford 39261

We now have ample car parking space available to
make it easier to use our garden facilities. Barbecues
most evenings from 8.30 on —weather permitting.

PLEASE NOTE NO COACHES
INCLUDING MINI BUSES




COMPETITION

The sender of the first correct entry opened on October 15th wili receive a
copy of Michael Jackson's Pocket Guide to Beer. All entries must be
marked SEPTEMBER COMPETITION. No other enclosures please,
except names and addresses.
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Across
1 Taylor s beer and who you might get it from (8)
5 It washes part of car in service (6)
9 Vessel of which three dozen are worth two pins (5-3)
10 Forms 3A and 2C to encircle cne tree (6)
12 Inacondition to be seen losing figure (5)
13 Uses loo (middle of garden) carelessly but doesn’t leave a smell
14 Stand in me bed stupidly? I might if | were (6-6) 9)
18 He might transport evening rider (6-6)
21 Scruffy coats, a place to hang them in— I'li take the rap (9)
23 States big-end without bore needs treatment (5)
24 Stupidity of ex-African leader with nothing on colony’s frontiers
25 Freckles sometimes show visible rash (8) (8)
26 Showing wrinkled lines at end of life? (6)
27 Where Player’'s ended up, taking wood and getting stray
bounce? (3-5)

1 Brewer’s water is sweet without ice (6)
2 Closer to being tight on a half of beer (6)
3 Brittle — it's broken. In where shall we put it? (6-3)
4 3Donher? No, no, that's silly — it's very showy (12)
6 Suffer portion of Mandarin curry (5)
7 Follows draw in best players, so speak (8)
8 Expression of ecstasy playing harps over headless corpse (8)
11 She's after a lover and ensures correct delivery (12)
16 Runner involved in Tony’s welcome local revival (8)
17  Arraign one for improper use of the land (8)
19 Real ale lovers drinking deep drop of Elgood’s — it conjures up a
pretty picture (6)
20 It counts heads in categorised establishments nationally,
supplying useful statistics (6)
22 Tankard helped youtodo this (sounds reminiscent of Castrol) (5)

KK-RIP continued from page 1

of the handpumps they have installed to seil the company’s three beers — now,
presumably, some of these will become redundent. Secondly, now that ind
Coope and Benskins publicans can no longer obtain supplies of cask-
conditioned mild, will they be allowed to buy one in from outside the tie?
Despite reportedly low sales overali, KK was nevertheless very popular in
some pubs. What are the drinkers in these houses going to do now? Keg Pale
isn’t a substitute, merely an alternative, and, for some of us, a very unpalatable
one.

QUICK ONES

What’s the Griffin?

On August 11th Hertfordshire South Branch visited Fuller’s Griffin
Brewery. Steve Bury reports.

We met in the Doves, a genuine old pub on the river at Hammersmith, for
a few drinks and lunch before the 30’ clock trip. The beer was not of a high
standard and had that haziness which a lot of ale has been suffering from
in this recent muggy weather. The beer wasn'tmuch better in the Fox and
Hounds, or is it the Mawson Arms, which most people call the Brewery
Tap to save confusion as this local adopted the name of the pub opposite
when itwas demolished. A general concensus was that the best beer was
served in the George and Devonshire (not another adopted name) which
is on the other bank of the brewhouse. (I thought that this was going to be
a review of a trip to Fuller's Brewery, not all its pubs — Ed)

One of the Fuiler's P.R. team took us around the brewery and was very
honest about all aspects, good and bad, although a little lacking in
explanations. The grist does contain some flaked maize (an unspecified
quantity) which is what caused a lot of consternation at Young's when it
was suggested that it may not altogether be a good idea. They also now
use some conical fermenters as well as the brewing squares for their
naturally-conditioned beers. | was a little bothered about this but was
assured that no change had been noticed in the pubs and that they are
using the same yeast strain. The change was made because of lack of
floor space, and, apparently, all the new Allied brews are conically
fermented at Romford. It is a sad fact that the open square could become
a thing of the past. The sudden torrential rain of previous weeks had
flooded the cellar which meant that we couldn’t sample London Pride on
draught, but were offered their new beers (unfortunately pastureised)
which have some novel, if slightly eccentric, ideas behind them. Theif new
Summertime bitter is aimed at the club market, and is a beer that
resembles lager and tastes like chilled I.P.A. There is aiso a barley wine of
incredible strength which should sell at a frightening price in the pubs, but
certainly gets you there (where? — Ed).

After some sandwiches, thankyous and a few purchases from the
Fullers shop, we meandered home via a few local hostelries (perhaps
Steve will be able to tell me what ‘hostiliaries’ are someday — Ed again).
Our next trip is to Greene King at Bury in September, which is now full.
There are still places available for Shepherd Neame — see Branch Diary
for details.

Book Marks

Two new books have appeared in the past few months which may be of
interest to newsletter readers:

The Great British Cheese Book, by Patrick Rance (Published by
MacMillan at £8.95) has aroused a fair amount of interest since it came
out amonth or so ago. it mentions all the known types of British cheeses,
and there is an amazing variety from the well known Lancashire and
Cheddar types to more unusual sorts such as Banffshire Farmhouse and
Claymore Crowdie. Many of these more unknown types are only made in
one or two small farmhouses or creameries and are obviously in short
supply. One, Cotherstone, from County Durham, received universally
high praise in a recent Observer article from tasters including Richard
Boston and Derek Cooper. Unfortunately you're unlikely to find it on the
cheese counter of your local Tescos, but Major Rance gives a list of
outlets where all the cheese are available. Other chapters include a
history of British cheese, how it's made, serving and keeping it, and -— of
special interest to publicans — a section for restaurarters on selecting
and serving. As with beer in the late sixities, the villains of the piece are the
big boys, and the Milk Marketing Board comes in for some stick. However,
despite this organisation’s attempts to make everyone produce nothing
but bland, soapy block cheddar and cheshire, there is still some hope it
seems. Patrick Rance’s book can only help in this direction. Certainly the
average pub ploughmans or cheese sandwich could be improved by
reference to it.

The Pocket Guide to Beer (Published by Muller at £2.95) has been
written by Michael Jackson to complement his, slightly more than pocket-
sized, World Guide to Beer. It covers virtually all the kngwn brewing
nations of the world, selecting a number of the more interesting beers
from each. It aiso has a glossary of ‘beery’ terms and a section on the
properties of beer — body, hops, pasteurisation, and the like. This last
section teeters on the edge of pretentiousness with statements like
“‘Beers that lean heavily on lesser grains and sugars manifest in their
palate a lack of confidence..”, but is mostly well written in Michael
Jackson's witty style. As would be expected, Britain, Belgium and
Gemany all have weli-filled chapters. The section on the United States
seems a little generous, though, since the vast majority of stuff produced
in that country is hardly worthy of the term ‘beer’, let alone a mention
alongside such great names as Brakspears, De Koninck and Paulaner.
Michael Jackson has also tried to give his ‘star rating’ for each of the
beers mentioned — a difficuit task, and bound to cause arguments in bars
everywhere. His jJudgement seems, to me at any rate, to be pretty fair. My
favourite — Brakspear’s Pale -— is described as *“‘a classic of its style.” |
couldn’t agree more.




SPECIAL REPORT

This month we iook at one of the more controversial issues of the
day - secondary smoking, and especially how this effects the pub
user.

The detremental effect of smoking on smokers themselves is one of the
most well documented sections of medical research. It is now only the most
ostrich-like of people (and, perhaps the tobacco industry!) who stilt deny a
directcasual-relationship between cigarettes or pipe tobacco and various
ilnesses “including heart disease, lung cancer, bronchitis and
emphysema. An estimated 50,000 people a year die as a direct result of
smoking tobacco. The results are depressing and, not surprisingly, a lotof
people, usually smokers themselves, prefer not to think about it. For one
thing, it's always the other person who gets it, and giving up is so difficult.
Ignoring the cost of medical treatment and loss, one can certainly see a
case, in terms of individual freedom, for ailowing smokers to put their own
health at risk. The problem is that there is a growing body of evidence
which suggests that they may also be injuring the well-being of others - so
now the freedom to smoke becomes a much more complex matter.

Passive smoking

One of the problems in researching the passive effect on non-smokers
when in the presence of cigarette smoke is that it is very difficult to make
tests under controlled conditions. It’s obviously easy to follow a group of
smokers, each one smoking a known number of cigarettes, and compare
their health and death rate with the national average over a period. It is
less easy to test the effect on those they have come into contact with
during that time. And, because most smoking reiated diseases take years
to develop, this is made even more difficult. Because of this, much of the
research has been based on easily related groups such as families,
where the effect of one member’s smoking can be directly connected with
the health of their husbands, wives and children. It's now well appreciated
that pregnant women shouid avoid tobacco, but what is perhaps not so
wel’know, is that children whose parents smoke are more likely to suffer
from respiratory diseases than those with non-smoking parents -
especially in the case of bronchitis and pneumonia, both serious
conditions in young children. One report from Dr G H Miiler of Edinboro
State Coliege in Pennsylvania has shown that the non-smoking wives of
husbands who do smoke die, on average, four years earlier than the
national average. With this, and other, evidence it doesn't take a great
leap of the imagination to suspect that all people who are subjected to
tobacco smoke for any period are at risk. People in parties, pubs,
restaurants, and other public places obviously spring to mind.

No air apparent

There are about 3000 different chemicals in cigarette smoke. Many of
these are known to produce cancer (carcinogens) or to promote it in the

presence of other substances. The majority of this smoke is notinhaledby.

the smoker but escapes into the air as ‘sidestream smoke’. This is then
inhaled by others in the vicinity - and, of course, by the smoker as well.
The more confined the space, the worse the effect. In fact, a rough
estimate shows that a non-smoker ‘smokes’ the equivalent of one
cigarette for every 20 smoked in the same room. For anyone who spends
any amount of time in pubs this may amount to quite a few cigarettes
during the course of an evening or lunchtime. The low level effect of many
of the toxins present in a smokey atmosphere is not well understood at
present but, ironically, some of them may actually be more dangerous in
low doses since higher levels may kill off target cells rather than infect
them. The implication of this would be that you would be safer, in that
instance, if you smoked the cigarette than if you were a passive smoker.
On a more obvious point, many non-smokers complain of immediate
discomfort in the presence of cigarette smoke. People with allergic
conditions, such as asthma and hay fever, and sufferers from heart
complaints like angina, can be seriously affected. At the least discomfort
may be caused; in some cases attacks of asthma or angina can be
induced. Anyone suffering from lung disease is also at risk from
secondary smoking. All this is in addition to the numbers of non-smokers
who compiain, according to surveys, of varying symptons, ranging from
eye irritation, coughing and sore throats, through to more severe cases
involving dizziness, headaches and even blackouts. A large proportion of
tobacco smoke is carbon monoxide, and it is well known that increased
levels of this in the biood {(and it is very easily absorbed by the blood
through the lungs) impairs the body’s psychomotor functions - that is, it
siows you up and reduces reaction times - even at fairly low ievels. This
could be most serious for drivers and people operating machinery. The
above is just the tip ¢! the iceberg. Once upon a time the evidence even
against smoking itself was scanty - now it is overwhelming. It would be
sad if it took years of suffering on the part of non-smokers before enough
of a case had been made to do something about passive smoking.

...smoke gets in your eyes

Act on clean air

Smokers are now in the minority. Recent surveys now show that 45% or
less of the population smokes and the overall trend is for tobacco sales to
drop. With this in mind it is only fair that non-smokers should be given a
say. Whilst smokers may claim their right to smoke, and this article does
not deny them that right, non-smokers are now claiming their equal right
not to. Clearly the evidence is beginning to show that tobacco users are
denying them that right. A recent survey by NOP showed that as many as
2/3rds of drinkers would prefer to smoke in a non-smoking bar.
(Incidentally the survey also had some heartening things to say about the
public’s preference for real beer). Another survey, conducted in Bristol by
alocai group GASP (Group Against Smoking in Public) also found that in
iocal pubs and restaurants there was an overwhelming demand for
smoke-free areas. With only a few pubs in the whole country actually
providing these facilitigs, it's certainly about time that brewers and
publicans took notice. What should smokers do? Let's face it; in the
long term smokers are a dying breed, literally and figuratively. Please
treat non-smokers with consideration. You could be ruining their health as
well as your own. What should non-smokers do? Ask for non-smoking
areas in your local pubs, ciubs and restaurants. These facilities won't be
provided unless proprietors feel they are wanted. Don't antagonise
smokers unduly if they are bothering you - it usually just makes them even
more defensive and unresponsive to your wishes. A little understanding
works wonders!

I'will finish this article with a quote from Dr H Mahler, director-general of
the World Health Organisation: ‘individuals and governments are
continuing to realise that, while smoking is something that only individuals
can do, it affects the health and quality of life of everyone....’

David Burns

Most of the information for this article was supplied by ASH (Actionon
smoking and health), 27-35 Mortimer Street, London W1, for which many
thanks..
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HOLIDAY INNS

In the last of our series on pubs in holiday places Martyn Cornell
looks at the Isle of Wight...

The Isle of Wight has many attractions for the holidaymaker, the long
coastline including the multicoloured sands at Alum Bay, pleasant
inland scenery and of course, yachting at Cowes. However all is not
so happy from the beer drinker's point of view with Whitbread
owning a large majority of the pubs. While a goodly number of these
sell real ale, a little searching is required to find the other beers
available on the island — Gale's, Bass, Watney’s Courage and those
of the tiny local brewer Burt’s.

Whitbread owe their domination to the acquisiton of Mew
Langton’s brewery at Newport and of Brickwood’s of Portsmouth,
names that can still be seen displayed on many of the island’s pubs.
Until recently Portsmouth brewed mild, Trophy and the stronger
Pompey Royal were widely available in real form. There have now
been some changes, but not all for the best. First Trophy became an
all keg beer and a new cask bitter, Strong’s Country, was introduced
(just after this Whitbread closed the old Strong's Brewery at
Romsey!). While this stopped all confusion between cask and keg
Trophy, a premium price is now often charged for Strong’s. More
recently cask mild has been totally replaced by keg, don’t be fooled
by those pubs that retain handpump clips for mild, you will be served
with ke:

Paradoxically the small local brewers Burt’s of Ventnor relied almost
totally on keg in their 11 tied houses, although there was some cask
beer available in the free trade. In the last few years the local CAMRA
branch has been instrumental in persuading landlords to try
handpumps, but the situation has been constantly changing and it is
wise to phone the brewery for the current list.

Starting in Ventnor there are two ‘musts’ for the visitor, the Mill Bay
on the Esplanade and the Volunteer in Albert Street near the bus
station, both pubs serving Burt’s mild and bitter on handpumps. The
Mill Bay was for years the only Burt’s tied house with real ale, served
from a bank of handpumps with a glass fronted viewing panel. With
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Premier Draught Bitter

THE BREWERY, MOORHOUSE STREET
BURNLEY, ENGLAND. Tel. Burniey 22864.

a fine view of the sea and the pier, this is an extremely pleasant place
to drink, especially with the prices (mild 40p and bitter 46p at the end
of April), which must be about the lowest in the country. Similar
prices are charged in the Volunteer, a basic town local which is
notable for the amount of mild sold, barely a pint of bitter in sight.
Prices are sometimes higher in other Burt’s outlets, especially in the
free trade, but are always reasonable compared with the 60p - 64p
charged for Strong’s. Recommended Whitbread pubs in Ventnor are
the Blenheim in the High St. (Strong’s and Pompey Royal on electric
pump) and the Bonchurch Inn (same beers on gravity), an old pub
with a cobbled courtyard.

The same beers are available on handpump at the Crab in the Old
Village, Shanklin, an old thatched pub which is a favourite haunt of
tourists in summer. From here, if you either pay to walk down the
Chine, a spectacular steep wooded valley, or follow Chine Avenue
you come to (surprise, surprise!) the Chine pub. This is a Burt's
house with handpumped bitter, but make sure you're not served
keg. If you fancy more of a locals’ pub, try the Marine opposite the
station (Strong’s on electric pump).

On the road to Sandown is the village of Lake, where a Burt’s pub, the
Stag, serves handpumped bitter in a modern lounge (keg in bar).
The Manor House, a tied Bass pub with Draught Bass, has also been
extensively modernised and you have to walk through a petrol
station to reach the bar entrance! Sandown itself has one of the
island’s few Gale’s pubs, the Commercial in St. John’s Road, where
handpumped light mild, bitter and HSB are available. If you can drag
yourself away from here, both the York (Strong’s on handpump) and
the Castle (Watney’s Tamplin’s bitter and Stag bitter on the
controversial air pressure system) are a short distance away.
Undoubtably the Ryde area has the widest choice of real ale on the
island. The Wishing Well, a few miles out of town on the B3330 at
Pondwell, serves Burt's mild and bitter, Draught Bass and a
changing range of mainland beers. There are some fine backstreet
locals, such as the Railway Inn, near St. John’s Station (Strong’s and
Pompey Royal on handpump), but a, veritable pub crawl is possible
over a quarter of a mile stretch in the town centre. Starting on the
Esplanade there are the Esplanade Bars (Burt's bitter and Courage
Directors), the Marine Hotel (handpumped Strong’s and Pompey
Royal) and the King Lud (Strong’s on electric pump). Turning left into
Union Street we find the Ledan (Strong’s and Pompey Royal on
handpump) and two smart hotel bars, the Royal Squadron (Burt’s
bitter) and Yelf’s (Burt’s bitter and Draught Bass). Carrying on uphill
to the High Street there are the Castle (handpumped Gale’s light
mild, bitter and HSB) and the Star (Strong’s on electric pump).

This is by no means a comprehensive list, but most of the other pubs
in Ryde serve Whitbread beers. This is also the case in the towns
away from the east coast described above, Whitbread dominate
Newport and Cowes and also the villages of the centre and west of
the island. Only a couple of free houses serving Burt’s bitter provide
any alternative, these being the Royal Sandrock at Niton and the
appropriately named Traveller’s Joy at Northwood, near Cowes.

Finally if you don’t fancy drinking and driving, reasonably priced
Island Rover tickets are available for either a day or a week. These
are valid on both the frequent bus services and the Ryde — Shanklin
railway, where the service is provided by pre-war tube trains!

Currently there is no local real ale guide available for the Isle of Wight,
although many of the above pubs feature in the current Good Beer
Guide.

JOIN CAMRA NOW
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Campaign for Real Ale (Limited).
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Articles of Association of the Campaign.
To
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Please forward to Barclays Bank Limited,
3 High Street, St. Albans, (20-74-09) for the
credit of CAMRA Ltd.
(Subscription Account) No. 50187887, now the sum
of £5/6* and annually on this date until

further notice.
Name Bank A/c Number
Address Bank Address
Signature Date



THE CORNELL COLUMN

Mirroring the past ,

In the third of a series on “collectables” from Hertfordshire
breweries past and present the Cornell column looks at general
breweriana.

Unlike beermats and bottle labels, breweriana has no organised society
for its aficionados, so that there is no real record of just how much
survives. Generally speaking, however, although there tend to be very
few examples of any one item, the sheer range of different objects is
incredible — from mirrors to ashtrays, from water jugs to inn signs, from
old bottles to old price lists, from beer barrel keystones to calendars, from
match boxes to pump clips.

What's more, the opportunity to discover something rare, previously
unknown and valuable in a pub cellar or an antique shop still exists, and
prices can reach positively silly levels.

Two of the most collectable items are the Doulton water jugs issued for
Fordhams of Ashwell and Rayments of Furneux Pelham. The Fordham’s
jug has a picture of a coach and four, and the slogan ‘““best to help you on
your way’’, while the Rayment’s one simply has ‘“Rayment’s Ale and
Stouts” and the brewery address. Another, very rare, Doulton jug is
known for Fordham’s, giving a health to Edward VI as Prince of Wales.
Various drinks trays are known from Hertfordshire breweries, including
the tiny Wells Lion brewery, Watford, who had only one known tied house,
and their much bigger rivals Benskins, who issued a very attractive
maroon-and-gold tray before their take-over by Ind Coope. One or two
ashtrays are known, too, particularly from Simpsons of Baldock, with the
company’s lion-and-dagger trademark in gold.

Benskins issued a superb-looking oval advertising sign about six feet
high, showing a late Victorian cannon — theirs was the Cannon Brewery
— in glorious colour. One example can be seen halfway up the stairs at
the company headquarters in Watford, while another survives at the Holly
Bush in Hampstead. The Holly Bush also has a lot of other old Benskins
items, particularly framed posters. One they do not have is an odd 3-D
wooden sign for Benskins Ales, where an arm holds a glass with see-
through plastic playing the part of the beer.

Benskins were one of at least two Hertfordshire brewers to issue framed
pictures of their brewery printed by Sir Joseph Causton & Sons, who did
the same for many brewers. The others were Fordhams, and an example
of theirs can be seen at Ashwell Museum.

Local museums are a good place to find old breweriana, particularly the
Watford Museum, which is housed in a giant piece of breweriana itself,
the former Benskin’s brewer’s house. At Watford they have a Salter’s
brewery of Rickmansworth engraved window from the closed Cart and
Horses, an extremely rare survivor. The only known remaining example
of a Simpson’s window, at the Mother Redcap in Luton, was smashed to
smithereens a couple of years ago by a drunken Irishman with a scaffold
pole.

One of the best collections is owned by McMullens ‘themselves, as
anyone who has been on one of their brewery tours will testify. They have
an amazing amount of different items dating back many years, including
Peter McMullen’s letterheads from the 1830s, old fashioned soda
syphons, bills, photographs, pump clips, bottles and jars, books full of
cuttings and so on. Happily there seem to be plans to display it all properly
soon.

Bottles and jars are really a separate subject, but they provide the widest
opportunity of all for collecting. Containers of one sort or another, from
two-gallon spirit jars to half-pint Codd’s mineral bottles with marble
stoppers are known from at least 35 different Hertfordshire breweries.
Some are very rare, like the bell-shaped jar from home brewer John Buck
of Darley Hall, which has to be at least 110 years old, or the Nicholls of

by Martyn Cornell

Hertford beer jars, complete with tap, with a transfer of the company’s
Hart trade mark.

Others are very attractive, like the Christies of Hoddesdon “crown top”
stoneware ginger beer bottle, with the clock tower trade mark, or the
McMullen’s ginger beer bottle — one of a number of different types— in a
delicate pinky tan with a lovely florid transfer design.

Several old inn signs have survived — at least three from Phillips of
Royston are known (the Fox and Hounds at Barley has two while Royston
Museum has another), a pub in Walkern has its original Simpsons sign in
the bar, and a Fordhams sign for a pub called the Princess of Wales was
found propping up part of a fence in an Ashwell garden.

Large enamel signs are also known, with Rayment’s well represented,
and the Star in Furneux Pelham has two fine examples, including one
showing the Pelham brewer. Another rare survivor is a blue and white
sign for Page’s of Aswell, closed 1921, again in the village museum.
Perhaps the saddest tale here is of the Sedgwicks of Watford sign,
showing the company’s crescent trademark, and dating from at least
1923, found last year just five minutes after it had been run over by a
bulldozer. According to its heartbroken discoverer it was probably in
perfect condition up to that point. .

Unique items abound. A gold medal awarded to Bailey’s Fox brewery in
Bishops Stortford (closed 1915) at a brewers’ exhibition is in the hands of
a Hampshire collector. A landlord in Hoddesdon recently discovered the
only known Fordhams mirror in his cellar, which was snapped up by a
local collector for £40. Another cellar discovery was a cardboard and
plastic sign advertising Adey and White’s Stingo strong ale, tucked away
behind some pipes since at least 1936. A long-lost picture of the staff of
the Welwyn brewery, circa 1895, was found by a pensioner in his attic. All
that is known of a 19th century Benskins jug stand is a picture in the
Pennant, the company’s house magazine. Even copies of the Pennant
are now quite rare.

Some objects are still quite common, however. There must be several
dozen of the curious Rayment’s Ale poster showing the huntsman more
commonly associated with Tetleys of Leeds in circulation, and the 1951
Rayment’s calendar with the same illustration turns up regularly. There
are even fakes about — copies of Simpson’s barrel keystones are being
produced from the original moulds, along with those of many other
breweries, by an enterprising company in London.

Once again, however, Hertfordhsire’s new small brewers are coming to
the rescue of the collector. Pump clips from Victoria of Ware and Mickles
of Lilley are now well sought-after. (Indeed, pump clips from any
Hertfordshire brewery except McMullens seem hard to find). Mickles’
match boxes are being putaway in cupboards — and in years to come, no
doubt, a receipt from our new breweries in their opening months will be as
sought after as a framed bill signed by Edward Fordham himself, dated
1839.

Lifts up Herts.

Benskins Bitter- KKMild - Draught Burton Ale




PUB NEWS

First of all a welcome to Nigel and Charlotte Meadows, the new tenants of
the Plough in Datchworth. Nigel and Charlotte have been active Soutr
Herts branch members for several years so they are well known to many
local members. David and Joyce who left in August, will
be a hard act to follow, but all at the pub seems set fo cortinue at the same
high standard. Certainly the beer when tried by the Editor (purely in the
interests of science you understand) has been excellent but I'd better stop
for fear of making Nigel big headed!

One of the county’s more far-flung pubs, the King William iV at
Mangrove Green, has Wethered's bitter on handpump. An O.S. map is
recommended if you want to find this pub. Situated at the end of the
country lane that is Mangrove Green, itis well used by people from nearby
Luton. Not so far away, the Royal Oak at Chapelfoot, another place not
usually marked on road-maps, has aiso had a handpump installed for
Wethered's. If you want to visit this lively old pub it is in fact on the B656
between St Ippoliitts and Langley, but beware of keg beer being served
from wooden barrels behind the bar. A rather more accesible new outlet
for real Whitbread beers is the Dun Cow in Letchmore Road, Stevenage,
Old Town, which has Flower’s Original on handpump. The landlord here
remembers serving the original Flower’s Original, as well as two cask
milds and a bitter! !

Over in Stevenage New Town the Almond Tree in Lonsdale Road has
handpumps for Mac's Country bitter. This was, until recently, a joint
Mac's/Truman’s pub, but won by Mac’s on the toss of a coin, Truman’s
receiving a pub in Harlow.

Webster’s Yorkshire bitter is appearing in more outlets. It is the first real
ale available in both the Bull at Offley and the Albert in Walsworth Road,
Hitchin — which is especially welcome in an area of the town with little real
ale. It is also on sale at the New Found Out in Hitchin, the Moat House,
Hotel in Stevenage and the Chequers, Royston.

New micro-brewers Mickles seem to have their Birch bitter popping up in
free houses all over the north of the county, but sometimes for short
periods. It does seem to be permanently on sale, on handpump, at the
Cricketers, Ickleford; the Strathmore Arms, St Paul’'s Walden; and the
Crusty Loaf, Offley.

As predicted in the July edition handpumped Greene King IPA is now on
sale at the Cock, High Street, Baldock after refurbishment, again a
welccl>me addition to the real ale scene in this town where it is in short
Suppiy.

News has reached us that the Spotted Dog in Flamstead is not selling
real beer any more — reason unknown. Down the road in Trowley
Bottom, the Rose and Crown — described by our reporter as “‘a lovely,
idyllic pub” — is now serving Benskins bitter.

The Woodman in Wildhill, which for many years has sold Greene King
IPA and Abbot, has added Bass to its range. Mickies Birch Bitter has also
made an occasional appearance there.

The number of Mac’s pubs selling Country on handpumps continues to
increase, the latest being the Golden Griffin in Welwyn Road, Hertford.
Magnums Wine Bar in Potters Bar High Street, which was reported as
selling Victoria Bitter in our July issue is now selling a range of four
different beers on handpumps.

Foxy’s Wine Bar in Watling Street, Radlett, is now selling Gibbs Mew
Beers. The bar has a beer, wine and cocktail license and two handpumps
for Premium bitter and Bishop’s Tipple. Unfortunately quality has
fluctuated due to having no cellar facilities but the brewery are to rectify
this in the near future. At the moment they are selling as much beer as
wine in money terms and are the only outlet for Gibb’s beers in this part of
the county. Because of the cocktail license one can'’t drink straight spirits
but opening hours extend to 11.30 when eating from their extensive
menu. They don’t open on Sunday lunchtime. Jazz is on Monday nights
and occasionally other musicians-play in the bar.. Prices are not low, but
the beers are rare for the area and you will be drinking in a cafe
atmosphere.

News from Martin Connelly (North Herts), John Green, and Steve Bury
(Foxy’s)

BRANCH CONTACTS

Hertfordshire North sranch Martyn Comell & Stevenage 60675
Hertfordshire South Branch Dave Andrews & St Albans 66344
Herts-Essex Borders Branch Pam Smith ® Epping 73677

Mid Chilterns Branch Barry Bonnick & Rickmansworth 75799

BRANCH DIARY

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH

Monday September 13th

Brewery trip to Greene King, Bury St Edmunds, starting at 2.30 pm. Meet
at the Elephant & Castle, Hospital Road, beforehand.

Tuesday September 14th

Darts match versus the John Bunyan, Coleman Green (near
Wheathampstead) — please support this new real ale outlet. 8.00pm start
(McMullens Country and AK).

Saturday & Sunday September 18th and 19th

Pub Games Marathon in aid of charity at the Old Bull's Head, Ware,
against teams from the pub and Benskins — players and sponsors still
required.

Tuesday September 28th

BRANCH MEETING at the Holly Bush, Redbourn— another new outlet
to support. 8.00pm prompt. (Benskins)

Mqnday October 4th

Brewery trip to Shepherd Neame — coach being organised. Contact
Steve Bury on St Albans 58663 (working hours) for details.

For details of other Hertfordshire South meetings contact Eric Sim on
Hatfield 60647.

HERTFORDSHIRE NORTH BRANCH

Friday September 3rd

Social at the Fox, Aspenden, 8.00pm. (Greene King)

Wednesday September 8th

BRANCH MEETING at the North Star, Royston (opposite station).
8.00pm start (Wethered's)

Wednesday September 15th

Social at the Rose and Crown, Baldock. 8.00pm. (Greene King)
Wednesday September 22nd

Social at the Windmill, Charlton, near Hitchin. 8.00pm (Charles Wells)
Saturday September 25th

Day trip to Bath (not Bangor). All welcome — contact Martin Connelly on
Hitchin 52907 for times and to co-ordinate party train fares of
approximately £3.

Friday October 1st

Social at the Fox, Willian, 8.00 pm.

Friday October 8th to Sunday October 10th

Branch visit to Tyneside Branch — contact Martin Conneily on Hitchin
52907 for details.

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS BRANCH

Contact Pam Smith on Epping 73677 for details

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH

Contact Barry Bonnick on Rickmansworth 75799 for details

October 4th —Enfield and Barnet Branch are having a joint social with
Herts-Essex borders branch at the King & Tinker, Whitwebbs Lane,

Enfield (between Crews Hiil and the A10) at 8.00pm. All other local
CAMRA members welcome (Taylor Walker).

THE ROYAL OAK,BUSHEY

Free House

Y 6 Real Ales o Food X
Guest Beers

Our beer garden and children’s
* playground are now open *
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