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WATNEY'SNEWREVOLUTION
Forthosewho
Rememberthe WatneyRed Revolution?
are too young to rememberthe early 1970s,this was
when a major brewery saturated the media with
to the publicto drinkinsipid,fizzybeer.The
exhortations
public ignored the exhortations. Watneys Red
manytop executiveshad to lookfor new
disappeared,jobsandwe allthought
a lessonhadbeenlearned.
Butwe had notbargainedfor theHostGroup.Thisis the
new name for the 1500managedpubs ownedby the
Watney group. Accordingto their press publicity,the
Group'spubs- sorry,"leisureoutlets"are soon to be
"brimming with fitness fanatics", "packed with kids
puppets"or "full of young
entrancedby computerised
peopleenjoyingthe exuberance
of Manhattanlife style
(doesthis meanmuggingone another?).
into
Pubs- sorry "leisureoutlets"- willbe categorised
different themes. The Red Lion might turn into an
'Americanstylebar lounge";the Dog and Ducka "fast
food restaurantfor the motorist".The Ploughcouldwell
rivalling
become"the ultimatefamilyleisureexperience",
onthetelly.
evenTerryWogan
The landlordwon't be "mine host" or even"mate",but
part of an "elite corps" - presumablyyou'll have to

phonefor an appointmentif you want to botherhim to
serveyou a pint.
Laughableall this may be, butWatney'sannouncethat
thishavocinour
theywantto spend€l00millionwreaking
traditionalBritishpubs.Spreadover 1500pubs,this
meansthatovert65,000willbespentoneachpub,inthe
relentlesspursuitof thegimmickfantasiesof somehalfcrazedmarketingexecutive.Funis fun, andsomepubs
needa boostof newlife. However,I would
undoubtedly
suggestto Watney'sthat if .ttieywere to spenda mere
to theirpubs,andthe
e6,500on necessaryredecorations
sameamounton ensuringthat all staffbehindtheirbars
thenwethe
canlookaftertheirdrinkandtheircustomers.
customerswouldbe betterpleased.
learnthat
Whenwill theexecutives
of thelargerbreweries
a good pub is a good pub becauseit has grownand
maturedinto what its customerswant, by a processof
slowchange?The brewer'srolein this processis to look
of the pub,toselecta competent
afterthe maintenance
and lo provideregularsuppliesof
landlordor landlady,
decentdrink.
PeterLerner
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THE BARLEYMOW

VictoriaBitteronly 45p per pint
EverardO GreeneKing O AdnamsO Ruddles
on draught
BRIGHTPOLYPINS
AND CASKSALWAYS
AVAILABLE
from45pperpint
GLASS LOANO OPTIC HIRE
BAR SERVICEAND CATERINGAVAILABLE

ffi

at 12Crescent
West(nextto HadleyVlbodstation)
801-4403r',O4
PottersBar
ano6 Eastfield
Parade.ForbesAvenue,
I PottersBar55585

TYTTENHANGER
GREEN
WE HAVETHE I-ARGESTSELECTIONOF
REALALESINHERTFORDSHIRE
We also prideourselvesthat thevare all in the
bestof iondition.Trythem at reijucedprices
duringour HappyHourfrom 5.30to 7pm Mon-Fri
Small roomsfor privatefunctionsavailable
Maximumfr/%people

PLEASENOTENO COACHES
INCLUDING
MINIBUSES

COMPETITION

NEWS

The sender of the lirst correctentry openedon Marchgth will receivea
bookof crosswordpuzzles.PleasemarkentriesFebruaryCompetition.

LOCALSFIGHTTOSAVEPUB

Across
1 Cavalrymanin a rushmadlygoingroundthebend(6)
(3-5)
4 In fact,we do wrongwhen double-dealing
10 Nation'sheadhas viewof his country(9)
11 In explosionit reacts(5)
12 Fretful,Eve rs queasyin swayingship (7)
'13
E a r l i e r f o r m oj fu m p e r ( 7 )
14 Relativediscordin EEC (5)
15 Barrel with two-fifthsextra couldproduceour favouritedrink
(4,4)
18 How to keepwarmin clinch(6,2)
Walkerhas lost ruhtsto leisurelystroll(5)
n
n
Colourfulscene paintedby artistin E London?(7)
25 Check for comfortwhere new ideasare tried(4-3)
Yesand no (5)
oi Burmaor lndonesia?
6
Originalinhabitant
'ere
are shivering(9)
He putson a coat- all men
n
n
Severaltimeshassip o{ noggin.fineold brew(8)
Frightful,as we hearsome bearsare (6)
n
Down
1 Measure of beer providesclue to Greek letteror New
Testament(4-4)
2 Genuineincreasewithouta struggle(7)
3 At bestinn,drunk?Not one likethis(9)
5 Hertsvillagehad a map with thewest misplaced(14)
6 Realbeeris penalised(5)
7 This helpsdischargeeach dot on TV screen(7)
8 Fuelfromcoalfield,i.e.Selby(6)
9 This looksace,whenlit herespinning(9, 5)
16 In the bar,speakrightaboutthisbeer (9)
17 Affectionatelycarefor senilemother,until infirmityends(8)
19 Mac'sbrewerytap is fabulous(7)
21 Unsoundschemesa resultof CO, infusion?(7;
22 Brown spirit includedby brewer(6)
24 Put in the picture.in case (5)
The winner of the Christnascompetitlonwas RichardLee of Hitchin.
The correctsolutionwas:Across - RealAle Pubs,Realise,RedDeer'
Fidgeting, Expel, Elan, Ready Money, Regalement,Edge' Petit'
Staiemate, Alepole, Engages, Reallotment.Down - Real Draught
Trifle,
Beer, Alive, Alewife, Enraged, Undreamt,Sleeping-partner,
Orally,Plethora,Repeal,Misdeal,Nearest,EverSo,Eagle.

The winner o{ the NovernberGreeneKing competitionwas Richard
Graham of Wembley,Middlesex.The correctanswerswere:
1 . At Baldock,the formerSimpson'sbrewery.
2. Martin Corke is descendedfrom the Lakefamily,relatedbymarriage
to the G reenes.
3. Greene King acquiredChristmassBreweryin Haverhill,Suffolk,in
1918.

Reguhs at the Ha1@n Arms in Oxhey, near Watford, are fighting a last
dir;h battleto saretheir local fiqn demolitkrn'
Benskinshaveseenfittomakeap|anningapp|lationtoderno|ishthepub'
i"o *-r to build totrrsmall housdson the srteinstead The reguhrs have
amasseda petitionwithover 400 s$naturesol peoplewho wantto savelhe
pub, wtritfr they will present to Watford Councilbefore he applicatlonis
consdered.
The l,tEdon Arms is a typical local communrtypub. lt is architecturally
undistirguished,hrt has two bar and a pleasant and wel@ming
atmosDhere.
lt is descnbedin the htestCAMRAHertfordshireRealAleGuide
as a 'bve! littlebooze/l and thatdescription\,rouhbe hardto better.So why
on earh do Benskinswant to tarnish their reoutation
as a carirn local
'
breweryby sendrngheir custornerselsewhere?
The FlaydonArms is not the ontypub in Oxhey,nor is it fre only Berskins
pub. lt may well be tte pub wrh he smallesttrade, but trc presentvery
energeticlandladydoes not appearto be conplaining about that. Oxhey
villagersarguethat the communrtyneeds a choiceof pubs of vanoustypes,
and hat the Haydon Arms servesthe needs of many villagersextemely
well,
lf Berskinshavedecided,as it appears,that it is no longereconornicJqthem
to runhis pub,then fine,they sfpuld sell it, as ttey are ultimatelyans\ €rable
to theirshareholders
who wish to s€eprofitsrecorded.But hat is no re6on to
dennlishhe pub,and so losefp goodwillof manypeople.Thereare a good
numberof brewerieswho wouh willinglypay to obtaina goodpub in ths part
of Hertfordshire:
GreeneKing, CharlesWells,Fulleis and Marstons- not
forgettirgourcountybrewersMcfrlullens,
whodo not haveonesingletiedpub
in theWatfordarea,atfnugh theyacfuertise
fpir beersheavrlyon localposter
hoardings.Benskinswould do well to sell fris grand lrttlepub to ancther
cornpanVwhocouldrun it propertyand profitabty.
The ouestion has to be asked. Which does Oxhev need f|e most one
good'ptrb, or lour more houses? The vob of the deople of Oxhey b for
the F{aydonArms.
CNURA; local branch and nattonalPub PreseNation Group have ofrered
adviceto he local campaign to savethe Haydon Arms.lf you feel th* your
local is utder thrcat of closureor something nasty, pleasecontact your
nearestCAMRABranch,as we cah probablyhelp you.

Swannell'sceasetrading
The end ot 1983brought the sad news that Swannell's,one of the
gallant ferv new small breweries to challenge the might of the
estabtished concerns in this county, has ceased trading.
Swannellbwere set up in Kings Langley in 1982by Alan Swannell,
previously with Victoria Brewery and tried to secure a foothold in
the local lree trade with a wide range ol brews, whose gravities
ranged from 1034to 1070(Old Licky, a barley wine).
Anyone seriously interested in purchasing the brewery should
contact Alan Swannell by telephone on Kings Langley 65076 or
Watlord 772282.
Let us hope that 1984 brings better trading conditions to
Hertfordshire'sother real ale breweries, whose efforts to provide
choice in our county's pubs, clubs and off'licences should be
continually supported.
peter Lerner

THEROYALOAK,BUSHEY
Fr eeHouse

*S

Real Ales c Foqd *
*Guest Beersf

Restaurantand carverynow open
preferableA' 01-9502865
Fieservatrons

SPARROWSHERNE * ON THE A411
PLANNINGNEWS
to re-modelthe Interior
StevenageCouncilhave receivedapplications
of the Yorkshire Grey, in the Old Town High Street.The applicanb are
CliftonInns,part of the GrandMetropolitan(Watney)group, and they
intendto convertthe presenttwo bars into one.
Elsewhere,proposalsare afootto alterthe Artichoke at CroxleyGreen
(a Trumans pub in the 1984 Good Beer Guide), to extend the
TownsendArms at HertfordHeath,and to add to the Railway in Hemel
Hempstead.
A ratherworsefate is plannedtor the George in Harpenden,whicftit is
proposedto demolish.
Readers are reminded of their right to make comments on these
and any other planning applications,which should be made by
letter to the planning department of their local council, where the
submitted plans may also be inspected.

QUICKONES

BREWERYVIS]T

Cocktailsat P.J.'s

WindmillgoestoWells

Rememberthe old Coachmakers Arms at the Parade,Watford?(The
youngand the deal do!)Well,it has now been refurbishedintowhat I
can only decribe as a mix ol late 30s/art deco/Casablanca-style
cocktailsand bistrobar. lt is bright,colourful,clean and different.
Fora start,the bar opensat 9.30 am for coffeeand snacksonly.Alcohol
salesfollowthe normalopenrnghours,and food is servedat mosttimes.
(apartf romthe customers)is eithertaped music ora real
Entertarnment
livepianistin the evening.(Playit again,Sam . . .)Admittanceis strictly
controlledon the door,andjeans and scruffydress are nol alloued!
Now{or the essent!als- the booze.Thereare pricelistson the bar and
tablesgivingdetarlsof variouscocktailsand softdrinks,whichseernpar
for the course.There is also an interestingselectronof canned
Americanbeers for those who were wonderingwhat drove Americans
to chooseCokeas the nationaldrink.The draughtbeer dispensersare
tallfont-type
uniisf romwhichJlowOrangeboomlageror John BullBitter.
Lowenbraucomes from a china flower vase-style dispenser which
deJiesdescriptron.Needlessto say it is firmly nailed to the counterto
detersouvenirhunters.
What, no real ale? Correct.Not a drop In the house(apartfrom the odd
bottleof Guinness).Shameon you, Benskins,forcingyour up-market
clienteleto drink John Bull substitutebitter.What haooenedto the
BurtonAle promotionand even your own bitter?
For all hat, PJ.'s is still a great improvement and has much to
'Miss, pint creme
recommendit.
a
of
de menthein a straightglass,
please!"
JA

Battleaxes
Possibly the worst nervs in November was that this onebarfree
house in Butterfly Lane, Elstree, overlooking the aerodrome, had
discontinued its three real ales.When there ryere only two real ale
outlets in St Albans this was one of the feuroutlying oases. Orned
by Trusthouse Forte, it was part of their original real ale drive,
serving Draught Bass, and was in lhe Good Beer Guide until
1977.|n the latest edition ot Real Draught Beer in Hertfordshirethe
beers listed are Fullers ESB, Greene King IPA and Abbot - alas all
gone. On my visit I was intormed that all draught beer, inclrding
keg, had been discontinued forgood. You can have lager,but only
half pints; needless to say lwas the only person in the once{usy
bar, and didn't stay.
Has this move been made lrom the top at THF Head Office? lf so it
was detinitely a bad one for trade.When the Red Lion, Radlet, its
sister hotel, is adding to its range of beers in an attempt to
increase custom in the downstairs "Lion" bar, the chang€s at
Battleaxesare highlighted as a retrograde step, which I hope will
not be as permanent as I have been led to believe.
Steve Bury

GuadianAnglers
Congratulationsto HertfordshireCAMRA celebrities,Dave Burns and
Roger Protz, also to regular "What's On" contributor Alison
MacFarlane,for all getting letters published in the same national
newspaperin the last few weeks.Topics rangedfrom food to medical
statistics.How abouta letteraboutreal ale nexttime, folks?

On Thursday 20 October, a party of regularsand CAMRA members
from the Windmill, Charlton visited the Charles Wells brewery in
Bedford. The event was arranged by The WindmillOn Thursdayclub
(abreviatedTWOT,wouldyou believe),and landlordTim Hunter.
After one false start, the trip set otf for Bedford in the eveningof
Thursday 20 October. We were welcomed by TonyThorntonand his
two breweryguides, andwere treatedto a f ilm starring- yes,you have
guessed it, Bernard Cribbins, during which yours truly correctly
recognisedsome scenestaken in Wadworths.
We split into two partiesto tour the moderntowerlessbrewery,starting
at the control room, whichhas been craftilyperchedover the mashing
area. Apart from the central control panel, there are three alcoves
around the walls, each of which containedan inspectionport to the
mash tun, coppe( and lautertun respectively.
Upon peeringin, one
could be blindedby steamand drop ones talse teelh into the nextbatch
of Kellerbrau.
Wells still use their own supply of well water pumpedfrom three miles
away, and the all-stainlessplant is capable of producingboth real ale
and keg. The bottlingand canningplantsare vast for the size of the
brewery,and a great deal of contractfillingis donefor other breweries,
plus the supermarkettrade.
Back at the sample room,food was laidon, and a very pleasantevening
was spent talking to the brewery staff who were loined by one of tre
brewers. They had suspectedearly on that there were a few CAMM
members present althoughit was a pub trip (we get everywhere),so
they were able to handlethe inevitablequestionsabout the mild and
top-pressure with non-committalease. Since my previous visit to
CharlesWellsin 1977,1
was pleasedto see handpumpson the bar (last
time it was all tizz), and I duly made sure that they worked.
Half-past ten came roundquickly,and we were all despatchedwith a
pack o{ bottledFargo,which we duly drank in stages.
CheersCharles,- andTim!
Steve Barber

WHAT'SONATYOURPUB
9 February St Ahens: Rose& Crown.8.30pn. Tiadilirnl musicsessirn.
10 February StilsGad Abbdts: Crown.8 prn.HoddesdonFolkClub.Guests
PortwayPedlars.
Lrt/oolrne{Grer: Chequers.8 pn. Steven4e Folk Cltb. Club
Neht (LoveSdEs)
12 February St Albans: Garinldi. Lunchtrnefaditional m.rsicsession.
14 February Grcat Mundqt: Plorrgh.St \hlentne's Nighttancydress Frty.
'15
February\r{arc:Oh Bulb Head.8 pm. SecondHard Folk Club.Srpea'

NW.
16February
StAlbans:Rce&Crown.
8.30prn.Traditiralmusrc
sessirr.

17 FebruaryVrbolrnerGreen:Chequers.S pn. Steven4e FolkClub.Gr^esb:
Dab Hand.
Z.Fet,uary \r{are:Old Bulb Head. 8 prn.SecondHard Folk Club.Gtests:
Strawplaitand Ebnehce.
BFetrruary St Albans: Rce & Crown. 8.30prn.Traditirnl musicsessirr.
Z4Fellwary StansEad Abotts: Crown.Sprn.Hoddes6n FolkClrb.
Guesb: TonyFbse.
\r6olner Grsr: Chequers.S pm. Steverqe FolkClub.
Guest Andy Caven.
26 February Sl Albans: Garirhi. Lunchfrnefadtiional musicsession.
29 Februaryllhrc: Old Bulbl-'lead.8 pm.SecondHard FolkClub.
Guest EddieVlhlker.
Please send detarlsof evenB (in no rnoretran 15 words)by the 10tr of te
previtalsmonh tc Peter Le{rpr,14 Hazeldell,Watton-atrStrcne,
Herts.

tifts upHerts.
Benskrrts
Brtter.DraLrglrt
BrrrtonAle

PUBNEWS
pub in the village'
The Robin Hood in Walkern,possiblythe friendliest
now sells handpumpedWethered'sBitter.
The White Lion in Sawbridgeworthhas now been re-openedafter a
by Rayments,and now happily
thoroughlyexcellenttransformation
dispensesBBA,AbbotAle and KK Mildby handpump.
Massey's f ree house in Broxbourneis now sellingYoung'sBitterand
Flower'sOriginal,alongsideRaymentsBBA and GreeneKingAbbot.
More pub news from Hertfordshires Lea Valley towns would be
welcome,if thereis anyoneout there.
The Bay Horse at Old Hall Green, near Puckeridge,after previously
flirtingwith Bass,Courage,Gibbs Mew and Ruddlesreal ales,is now
beersfromthe
and is sellinghandpumped
underdifferentmanagement
Whitbreadgroup.
The Golden Fleece in Braughing has recently re-opened as a free
The rangeof beersis notyet known,butis
houseundernewownership.
rumouredto includeBenskinsBitterandMcMullenAK
News from Stevenage:The Man in the Moon in BroadwaterCrescent
has TrumansBitterand Sampsonon handpump.The Best Bitterhas
been discontinued,however At the Pyramid Truman'sBest Bitterhas
also gone, alongwith the mild- the net resultis that rEitherTruman's
mild nor Best Bitterare now availablein Stevenage.The customerat
the Pyramid is faced with the sorry sight of five dtscontinued
handpumpsin the loungealone!Still in Stevenage,the Discoveryin
'TrumanRealAlesl but this hasn'tbeen
ChellsWay is now advertising
confirmed yet. Our Stevenagepub newshound,Steve Webster,also
claimsthat the White Lion in StevenageHigh StreetsellsGreenKing
KK, IPAand Abboton electricpump-can anyoneelseconfirmthis?
is a new real
The Shooting Star in RosstngtonAvenue,Borehamwood
ale outlet, with WetheredBitterand FlowersOriginalnow availableas
The Red Lion Hotel in WatlingStreet,
Dartof the recentrefurbishment.
Radlett is now serving DraughtBass in the downstairsbar, as well as
Greene King IPA and Abbot in the lounge bar (see Quick Ones).
'barrel-end'plaque,the White
Despite rts new Benskinslivery and
Horse in Shenleyhas no real Benskins- one handpumpdispenses
BurtonAle and the other . . . John Bullkeqbitter!

BlakesBeerCellar

96 QueensRoad,Watford
OBrakspears
O SwannellsO
O Morrells
O HookNortonO GuestBeersO
O Draught
CiderO
GOOD FOODAT ALL TIMES
Openpubhours,7 daysa week
foroutside
events
barandcatering
Licensed
Polypins and casks always available

BRANCHDIARY
NORfi BRANCH
HERTFORDSHIRE
Contact John Law I Stevenage 721fi5

HERTFORDSHIRE
SOUTHBRANCH
Tuesday21stFebruary
8 pm
BranchMeeting,BarleyMow,Tyttenhanger,
ContactEricSim a Hatfield60647
WATFORD& DISTRICTBRANCH
Monda 7 13th February
Minibustrip to VictoriaBrewery.ContactTony Kingfor details.
Wednesday 22nd February
Garston,S pm.
BranchMeeting,Horseshoe,
Wednesday 29th February
Minibustrip to McMullensBrewery.ContactTonyKingfor details.
Wednesday 21st March
BranchAGM at the Wheatsheaf,WatfordHigh Street,8 pm.
Friday 16th-9unday 18th March
Herts branchesweekendtrip to Stockport,visitingRobinson'sBrewery.
Contact Tony King a Garston 72587
BRANCH
MID-CHILTERNS
Contact Del Allen a Chesham 76141

Peter& LesleyReynoldswel@me You to

m
@@
-@ry

ffi

THE STAR INN
FURNEUX
PELHAM

-Ery-

RaymentsBBA* GreeneKingKK & Abbot
GOODHOME-COOKED
FOOD
MONDAYTO
SATURDAY
a Brent Pelham 227

FIVEYEARSAGO

February1979'sNewsletter carried a long article by Martyn Cornell
tracing the history of the former Wright's Brwery at Walkern, near
Stevenage,regretting that it seemed unlikely that beer would ever
be brewed there again. Five years on, Mickles are brewing their
Oak and Birch Bitters at these very premises. Did the Newsletter
article start an idea germinating?
The same issue also recorded the closure by Greene King of the
Old PunchHouse in Ware. The pub was shortly to re-op€n, several
times larger in size and thorougly altered in character, many uould
say for the worse.
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THAMPS'I'EAI)

A FRE,E HOUSE, OF DISTINC'TION
well worth a r,'isitbv the
coruroisseurof ( iotxl .\le
\\e sell probably the best selectionof
real ales,at possiblv the best prices
Our restaurantis also well worth a visit
for its quality'and prices, Naturally it's all
home<ooked produce and available
sevendays a week
The Hertlordsnrre
Newslefterrs producedby the Hertfordshrre
North,Wattordand Drstrictand Mid-Chiltemsbranchesof the Campaig for
South,Hertfordshrre
Real Ale LrmrtedThe vrewsexpressedare not necessarilythoseof the Editor,CAMM Ltd,or rtsbranches.The Editorgratefullyreceivesarticlesor lettes Jor
pulrircatronTHESE SHOUD PREFERABLYBE TYPEWRffTENAND OOUBLE-SPACED:
HAI.IDWRITTEN
ITEMSSHOULDALSO BE WELL SPACED
AND AS LEGIBLE AS POSSIBLEPLEASE.Sendto CathvTotman.
Flat1.The Old Stables.Woodside,Hatlield,Hertfordshire.
Subscriptions: € 2.5 for 12 issues.Sendto addressabove.
Advertising: t7 per 25crncolumn.Artworkcan be madeup at extracost. 6 Hatfield69437for details.
COPY DATE FOR MARCHEDITIONFEBRUARYIOth.FOR APRILEDITIONMARCHgth.
Pnnledand frlmsetbVD & S Graphics,61i63HrqhStreet,Ware,Hertfordshire.

