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DEATH OF A
UNICORN

It's always sad to announce the demise of a good pub — even more so
when it happens to be your own local. In March, McMullen’s closed the
Unicorn in Hartham Lane, Hertford, a pub for 134 years. The pub is
dwarfed by the portals of Mac's expensive new brewery opposite, and
the two buildings seen side by side seem to reflect the dilemma of an
old-time pub trying to survive in modern times.
Brewers will happily spend millions of pounds on plant and machinery
and bolster already busy pubs with improvement schemes and
redecorations, but too often the tiny ““local’’ with a small trade is ignored
to the point where it is considered not viable to keep open.
There have been cases of brewers shutting the only pub in some
villages, in so doing destroying the social focus of the community. The
Unicorn doesn't fall into this category — Hertford still has a good ratio
of pubs but it is the fourth pub in the town to have closed in the last
seven years, the others being the Greyhound, the Punch Bowl (both
McMullen’s) and the Warren House (Ind Coope). There seems to be a
policy in the south-east of closing down small pubs and re-directing
their trade into larger pubs on which money has been lavished.
The fact of the matter is that the Unicorn is a prime example of what
might have been. The pub must have altered little since it was opened in
the last century — a regular customer from those days would recognise
little change. The smallest Saloon Bar in Hertford and a fairly spartan,
basic Public Bar. No fruit machines or space-invaders. No Juke Box or
plush furniture. | suppose many people expect 1980s comfort these
days but this doesn't automatically provide that magic quality of
‘character’. The Unicorn was a throw-back to days gone by and to me
that was its character. A place where mine hosts, Bob and Trudie were
on hand to join in the conversations happening on the other side of the
bar. | feel that a small injection of capital by McMullen’s could have
improved the pub without changing its character and attracted the extra
custom that the pub desperately needed.
The Unicorn once served a community living in small cottages
adjacent. These buildings have long since been demolished to make
way for possible future brewery expansion and the pub now stands
alone as the only household in Hartham Lane. Hidden from the main
road by the brewery and 150 yards down a cul-de-sac, there was little
passing trade except for pedestrians short-cutting from the town centre
to Hartham Common or beyond.
It was all stacked against the pub’s survival, yet the quality of Bob's AK
remains in print in this year's Good Beer Guide.
McMullen’s are rightly proud of their history — the longest trading
independent brewery in Hertfordshire, producing two excellent real
ales. | feel that the Unicorn, as the brewery tap, could have been
promoted as testament to that history — a living example of a Mac’s pub
from years gone by. Promotion as such and a little concession to the
needs of the 1980s could have saved the pub from closure and in turn
might have made it thrive.Neighbouringbrewery land could have been
annexed to make a garden and the pub’s proximity to Hartham Common
could have been maximised.
I, like other customers, would like to thank Bob and Trudie for some
greatmemories (pity | never could add my name to that list of 180s next
to the dart board) and would like to wish them well in whatever they do in
the future.
McMullens’s have stressed that they have not made up their mind on
what to do with the building yet. Is it too much to believe that like that
other fabled animal, the Phoenix, the Unicorn might yet rise from the
ashes?

Les Middlewood

MAC’S MOVE INTO HAMPSTEAD

In one of the most surprising pub deals of the decade,
McMullen’s have bought the Nag’s Head, a large and
notorious Hampstead free house.

Mac’s have been impressed with the popularity of their
Covent Garden pub, and have been seeking to buy further
pubs in the London area. The Nag's Head reportedly cost
them “well in excess” of the asking price of £425,000, and it
is understood that McMullen’s outbid both Charles Wells of
Bedford, and Scottish and Newcastle Breweries.

The Nag's Head has in recent years been well known for
offering a choice of interesting and unusual real ales.
Indeed, your correspondent was once amused to be offered
something described by the staff there as ‘“‘Abbot Mild”,
which turned out to be Rayments late-lamented AK.
Bearing in mind the real ale-drinking clientele of the Nag’s
Head, and the choice of good Young’s pubs in the near
vicinity, Mac’s would do well to offer their customers a
choice of guest brews as well as their own AK and Country
Bitter, but this possibility is thought to be unlikely.
McMullen’s are understood to be actively looking for other
pubs to buy in the London and Watford areas, now that their
new brewhouse has allowed them to increase their
capacity.

THE BARLEY MOW

TYTTENHANGER GREEN

WE HAVE THE LARGEST SELECTION OF
REAL ALES IN HERTFORDSHIRE
We also pride ourselves that they are all in
the best of condition. Our barbecue is now open
every night, weather permitting.
Small room for private functions available
Maximum 20/25 people

PLEASE NOTE NO COACHES
INCLUDING MINIBUSES




COMPETITION

The sender of the first correct entry opened on June 8th wili receive a
copy of the book 'Bricks and Beer — Englist. Pub Architecture 1830-
1939'. Please mark entries May Competition.

(;)

b2
< i

=

Across
1. Brew availabie locally. from Wolverhampton and Keighley?
(5,3.7)
9. Fireplace is burning legs to some degree (5)
10. Turn a sago pudding into a kind of bitter (9)
11. Spirits served by last of keg landlords (6)
12. Like any star. girl has odd bits of them (8)
14. We shall finish where the Mops and Brooms is (4,3)
16. Transmit evidence of Tory? (/)
17. It's involved in seven stages of renovation (3)
18. Four in Test not worthy of consideration (7)
20. Not the one over the eight — is this heaven (7)
22.1'm not involved with car — that’s lovely (8)
24. Playing a part, in fact, in Garston (6)
27. Give inreturn right tire tube, blown up (9)
28. Entertainment available in proper activities (5)
29. Devils sensed any possibility if these were practised {5.6.4)

Down
1. Earl's found drunk here in Littie Gaddesden (11.4)
2. Black found in aborigine group (5)
3. Displayed respect for crown's associate? (7)
4. Elegant way to drink Scotch (4)
5. Close to being drunk (5)
6. 'Pylon’is derived from a little bit of Greek (7)
7. What changes into nothing. luv? A regular bodily process for
some (9)
8. Sneaker, as things turn out (5.2.3,5)
13. image not working, by the sound of it (4)
15. Recurring theme when Tim and Violet get spliced (9)
16. Horizontally, one is invariably in it (4)
19. Found outside pub when innings is done? (3.4)
21. Without this, the Nelson couldn't be well-known (7)
23. Terminus (Euston} only partially working (2.3)
25. Boadicea led them in twice nightly (5)
26. Characteristic of beer which the advertisers highiight (4)

The winner cf the March competition was Roger McCann of Great
Linford. The correct solution was: Across — Publican. Object,
Overplay. Barrel. Reguiations, Coral, Beverages, Eternally, Eene.
Interveined, In A Rut. Relation. Brewer, Stampede. Down —
Protracted. Beer-garden, impel, Adaptability, Brasserie. Earl, Till.
Conveyor-belt, Aggrandise. Ascendance. Longitude, Enarm. Lamb,
Pale

PUB CRAWL

Supping in Sawbridgeworth

Following the pieasing restoration of the White Lion by Rayments. this
town's eleven pubs now all sell real ale. By way of a celebration,
indulging In a pub crawi may be felt to be in order. For those so inclined,
here are directions.

Assuming you are on foot and. by the grace of Briush Rail you have
arrived at the station (Liverpool St — Bishops Stortford line. trains
normally hourly). the first port of call i1s near at hand. Leave the station
booking hall. turn left over the level crossing and the Railway®
{Courage) 1s immediately on the nght. The next stop 1s some three-
eights of a mie away. as the town 1s some distance from the station.
Turn left out of the Railway, back over the level crossing and follow the
road (Station Road) over the River Stort. round a broad S-bend and up
the hill. At its top on the left, standing on an island site, will be found the
George IV 13 (McMullens), a pub which can be guite busy
From here turn ieft up Station Road, and only 150 yards further on the
Good Intent 1+ (Courage) stands on the left. Thisis a small pub which
enjoys a strong local following. Now continue to the end of Station
Road.which is a T junction.From this point the Bull"(Ind Coope) lies a
mile to your nght in the Stortford direction. right on the edge of town.
Retracing your course to the top of Station Road, continue ahead and
the Gate 12 {Whitebread) will be found about 150 yards furtheron. This
1S a deceptively large pub which becomes guite lively at times. Leaving
the Gate, turn right along London Road and the refurbished and
enlarged White Lion 1’0/ (Rayments) wili be seen on the left. just
beyond the lights of a pedestrian crossing. While you are enjoying your
BBA youmust decide whether a return walk of around a mile and a half
can be fitted into your timetable. If so. turn left out of the White Lion,
continue along London Road down the hill to a dip(filling station on the
left) and up the other side. Take the first road on the nght (signposted
High Wych) and the Hand & Crownt''/(Benskins) will be found about
200 yards along on the left. This is a fine old building with a pleasant
garden (Local guide users wili find it under High Wych — Ed.) Now
retrace your steps to the White Lion and immediately turn right beyond
italong Bell Street to reach the Old Bell (7) (Benskins) on the right. This
is a well-kept pub with a plush bar and even plusher saloon. Out of the
Old Bell. turn right and pass the side of the Market House Hotel, go
over the cross roads and take the first on the right where the King
William 1V 15/ (Courage) will be seen. This is an old faithful which has
always sold real ale from its unusual type of handpumps.
Back now to the crossroads for the Market House Hotel 1o (Free
House;. whose entrance is over in Knight Street. This 1s a comparatively
new hotel, housed in a restored and altered old building. From here turn
left along Knight Street, and almost immediately you will reach the
Queens Head 8 (Ind Coope), a small pub with a tiny patio at the back.
If you are still on your feet, the station can be reached either by
continuing to the top of Knight Street, where you wiil see the George IV
again and turn right aiong Station Road, cr by taking the road almost
opposite the Queens Head — Forebury Crescent — and continuing
along i1s rather variable course to reach Station Road just before the
bridge over the Stort.

B HFletcher

FIVE YEARS AGO

The May 1979 Newsletter reported the retirement of Marjorie Fuller,
after 40 years as landlady of theTanners Arms, Bishops Stortford.
Marjorie was said to be looking forward to living for the first time in
a house with an inside toilet.

Meanwhile, for CAMRA May was a Mild Month, and Mild Socials
were being held by the county’s (then) three branches in a total of
ten pubs. Among the mild ales being enjoyed was Ind Coope’s KK,
now sadly unavailable.



QUICK ONES

Breweriana auction

CAMRA's second national BREWERIANA AUCTION is to be held at the
Adelphi, Leeds on Saturday 12th May. from 2pm. {f you are interested in
old bottles, beer mats and labels, advertising matter and pub
paraphernalia, this is the place to be. If you would like to donate any
items to the sale. which is to raise funds for CAMRA and a deserving
charity, please telephone Peter Lerner on Ware 830616. By prior
arrangement donors may, if they wish, keep up to 50%5f the proceeds of
the sale of any of their items.

A drinker’s holiday

CAMRA'’s Bradford Branch are hosting a Real Ale Holiday in the
superb drinking county of Yorkshire from 29th June to 3rd July.
Described as “‘a long weekend of beer, curry and countryside”, the
holiday will include at least one brewery visit, trips to Holmfirth in
“Last of the Summer Wine' country, to the Dales, York and
possibly Manchester, and brews such as Taylors, Thwaites,
Boddingtons, Clarks, Stocks and, of course, Tetleys.

The total cost is £65, which includes bed and breakfast, and
transport. For furthe: information, contact Richard Holden, 39
Kenley Mount, Bradtord BD6 3JD.

CHILTERM BEER FESTIVAL

The Chiltern Beer Festival returns to the Hemel Hempstead Pavilion on
Thursday 31st May to Saturday 2nd June. Last year's festival — the
second to be promoted jointly by Dacorum Leisure Services and
CAMRA — was a great success, with almost two and a haif thousand
people passing through the doors during five four-hour sessions.
Small brewers from the immediate area as well as from London and
other parts of the country will be displaying their products. Prospective
participants are Banks and Taylor Brewery, Shefford: BridgewaterAles.
Little Gaddesden, Berkhamsted; The Sun. Lambs Conduit Street.
{.ondon; McMuilen & Sons, Hertford: Victoria Brewery. Ware: Phillips
Brewery, Bicester, Charles Wells Brewery. Bedford: West Country
Products, Twickenham: Ballards Brewery. Petersfield: and local
branches of CAMRA.

In addition to the beers, there will be a selection of food on offer from
various stands, and there is a programme of background entertainment
including Jazz, Morris Dancing and Brass Bands, as well as pub games.
The five sessions open to the general public are: 1.00p.m. — 5.00p.m.
Friday and Saturday and 7.00p.m. — 11.00p.m. Thursday. Friday and
Saturday.

Tickets are £1.00 in advance (from 14th April) and £2.00 on the door if
avaiiable.

pr——————ensee [) ACORUM LEISURE SERVICES IN ASSOCLIATION WITH (CAMR A se———
PRESENT

31st MAY - 2nd JUNE
PAVILION, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD
TEL: 64451

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
m Ipm to Spm —7pm to lipm

FREE HALF-PINT GLASS JUG
THICKETSINADVANCE L ~ ONTHE DOOR L2 1TF AVAILABLE

THURSDAY
7pm to llpm

ADVANCE BOOKING IS ADVISNED

QUICK ON ES ...continued

PLANNING NEWS

McMullens have applied to East Herts Council for permission to extend
the Woodhall Arms at Stapleford. At present the pub sells no real ale:
perhaps the new work might include a change in beer dispense”?
Proposals are afoot to extend the Duck at Burnham Green, a leasehold
McMullen's house. and also to extend their tenanted Candlesticxs at
West End. Essendon. The latter is one of Mac's most unspoilt rural
pubs.

Readers are reminded of their right to make comments on these
and any other planning applications, which should be made by
letter to the planning department of their local council, where the
submitted plans may also be inspected.

Eat your heart out!

Howls of protest have been heard from ali parts of the county in
response to Steve Burys article '‘Never on a Sunday (March
newsletter) concerning the disappearance of free bar snacks on
Sundays. The tradition is alive and well at the Batchworth Arms,
Rickmanswaorth, where Astrid Collins has been happily providing roast
potatoes to her Sunday customers for over five years. Landlord Tim
Hunter of the Windmill, Charlton also does free Sunday snacks, as do
mine hosts at the Plough, Great Munden. And Mary from the
Wheatsheaf, Watford was moved to break into verse:
Bury that man!
“Mum makes us roast potatoes
She makes them every week
You didn't tell your readers
We think it's such a cheek.
So if you're near on Sundays
Around one of the ciock
Come one and all and get some
Before | eat the lot.”

PRICES

The exploitation of real ale

The last time | visited Southwold (which admittedly was a couple of
years ago) the price | paid for a pint of Adnams Mild was 44 pence.
Imagine the shock when | entered a well-known free house in Watford
recently and paid over twice this price for the same beer! Initially | was
charged £1.96 for two pints. This seemed beyond belief, and after
iooking in vain for a price list | queried it. Eventually it was established
that the ‘correct price was 89 pence for a pint of the 1034 OG brew. For
this one might expect the beer to be in near perfect condition, but twas
in fact no cooler than lukewarm and totally lacking in refreshing
qualities.
It might be argued that one would not normally expect to find Adnams
Mild in this locality,and that a slightly inflated price would therefore be
justified. To this | would say that there is a popular free house in St.
Albans selling a mild of similar strength from a northern brewer forabout
70 pence per pint. It might also be suggested that if there were no
demand for such a place, then it wouid not survive as a real aie outlet.
As far as | can see, though, this establishment is blatantly exploiting the
popularity of real ale at the expense of drinkers.
The absence of a price list seems quite inexcusable, in view of the fact
that ‘Today's Real Ales’ were chalked up on a blackboard in the centre
of the drinking area. Presumably it is realised that if the prices are to
view, prospective customers may possible retreat to the Benskins
house a mere minute’'s walk away, probably the cheapest in town.
Some of us are aware that certain free houses leave a lot to be desired
in terms of beer quality, but this particular bar, to my mind, could do little
more to detract from the real ale cause. It has always been easier for
local CAMRA members to steer clear of such establishments, but itis as
important for us to make our feelings known about these places as it is
for us to campaign for the introduction of real beer in ‘Keg only’ pubs.
Penny Marriott

What price landlords?
It has come to our notice that some landlords are not displaying
price lists in their pubs, as they are legally required to do. It is
hoped that all will be amended when we check again this month,
and the need to write to brewers, pointing out the offenders, can be
forgotten.

Watford & District Branch



BOOK REVIEWS

FROM THE WHEATSHEAF TO THE WINDMILL — THE STORY
OF BUSHEY AND OXHEY PUBS
T.R. Groves, E. G. Longman and B. N. D. Wood

This excellent book records the history of 50 pubs in the neighbouring
south-westHertfordshire communities of Bushey and Oxhey,and is the
first published wcrk of the local history, research and conservation
group.
it is an object lesson in how to present the results of considerable
research in a form which will give pleasure to the ordinary reader. There
are full descriptions of each pub, its history of brewery ownerships,
major events and most notable licensees. Clear and well reproduced
photographs of most of the pubs date back to the last century, and recall
the days of Clutterbuck’s Fine Ales and Salter's Entire. A 1983
photograph of the Game Bird, a *'fun pub™, appears ridiculous amidst
such nostalgia.
Sadly, only half of these characterful pubs remain open today, but the
authors communicate their appreciation of each one, being perceptive
enough to note the ‘‘strong feeling of community’’ in the Haydon Arms,
a pub threatened with (and then reprieved from) demolition shortly after
the book went to press. Not so lucky was the Bell, lost in 1965 to make
way for a parade of shops 'about whichit can only be said that they are
useful’’.
The authors acknowledge the generous assistance of Benskins and
Courage, both of whom gave access to records and information, the
former also helping financially. Regrettably, they tell us, Watneys and
Charrington were not so helpful, and no doubt both companies will
regret not having participated in this most worthwhile book.
If | were to quibble, | would draw attention to the authors’ strange belief
that there are only two surviving breweries in Hertfordshire, when there
are currently six, one of which (Rayment's) is considerably older than
many of the pubs described in the book. Otherwise, in terms of content,
method and presentation, this is a book which will stand comparison
with any | have seen.

Peter Lerner
(Available for £2.80 plus 50p postage from Bushey Museum Trust, 6
High Street, Bushey, Herts WD2 3AN.)

HOLIDAY BEER GUIDES

In the early 1970s there were less than 100 pubs in the whole of
Scotland selling real ale, and not a single one of these was in Glasgow.
Now, times are changing, and CAMRA's Scottish branches are able to
publish, in “‘Real Ale in Scotland”, a guide to almost 1000 pubs, hotels
and bars, which sell such delightful brews as McEwan's 80/-, Devanha
XXX, Leith Heavy and Lorimers Caledonian Strong. Real Scottish ale
provides many of the drinking delights of these British islands, and there
are many superb bars in which to drink it, all described in loving detail in
this excellent and long-awaited guide. For English people unfamitiar
with the Scottish local government regions, there are some problems
with finding the correct location quickly, and some pub illustrations
would have added a great deal. Nevertheless, anyone who combines
this guide with the Scottish liberal licensing laws will be sure of a good
holiday. Send £1.30 plus a 17p s.a.e. (at least 8 by 4 inches ) to John
Kelly, 54 Motherweli Road, Carfin, Lanarkshire.
A 5th edition of **‘North Yorkshire Ale’" is a noteworthy event, as thishas
always been one of CAMRA’s most informative local beer and pub
guides. Taking in the Dales and the Moors, as weil as the beautiful city of
York, there is much to show the tourist, and this Guide describes all
towns, villages, resorts and hamlets, as well as their pubs, in splendid
detail. The maps are first-rate, and there are some good drawings of a
few of Yorkshire’s most characteristic pubs. Brews to choose from
include Theakstons, Cameron’s, Yates and Jackson's and Tetley, and
this Guide will be an asset to any holidaymaker. Available for £1.50 plus
a 27p s.a.e. (minimum 8'/2 by 6'.2 inches) from Margaret Clark-Monks,
Littlewood, Front Street, Topcliffe, Thirsk, North Yorkshire YO7 3RU.
Merseyside may not be your first choice for a holiday, but you may find
much of interest there, including the Liverpool Garden Festival and
Eilesmere Port Boat Museum. The ‘‘Merseyside Guide to Real Ale”
also takes in nearby parts of Lancashire and Cheshire including the
ancient city of Chester, worthy of a guidebook in its own right. The many
pubs are clearly and concisely described, opening up a world of pubs
and characters quite different from those found here in Hertfordshire.
Amongst the brews are Peter Walker, Higson's and Burtonwood, and
there are evocative paintings of a few of Liverpool's old pubs. This
pocket-sized guide is well worth the modest 50p (plus minimum 4.2 by
8 inch s.a.e.) for which it is obtainable from Jeremy Sherlock, 14
Devonshire Road, Liscard, Wailasey, Merseyside L 44 5US.
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BREWERY TRIP

The Beer Factory

Close your eyes and sniff while you wander around Watney s giant site
atMortlake, by the River Thames, and yes, the smelis tell you youare in
a brewery.
But open your eyes, and visual evidence is hard to find. You won't see
any open mash tuns, or bubbling yeast-topped fermenting vesseis.
There are big cylindrical tanks everywhere, and pipes. and boller-

suited technicians standing in front of control desks with dozens of
switches and dials.
The Mortlake Brewery has a long history. Buildings on the site thatfront
onto Mortlake High Street carry the date 1869. But according to tradition
brewing was taking place there in the 15th century. However, around the
corner from the old part of the brewery is a thoroughly modern plant,
with the sort of megakeggery equipment that is a long way from the
traditional plant found in a brewery like Young's just up the road at
Wandsworth.
| went on a trip round the brewery with a group from the Labologists
Society, the beer label collectors’ organisation. The first irony waz that
the "sample room’ - really a very large, plush bar — had no real ales
actually brewed at Mortiake.Instead there was Websters Bitter or Ruddie
County. Since both were in fine form this was no great hardship,
however, especially as the organisers allowed us a couple of pintseven
before we set off round the site. Normally, we were told, Stag and
London Bitter are available. but a special promotion had been held that
week for Watney managers. to show them what they could now take in
their pubs, and the County and Websters was left over from that.
A glowing back-lit chart on the wall showed how malt. hops and water
were turned into Holsten Export, via various strange appliances called
jauter tuns and suchiike. There was actually a route the brews could
take to become cask-conditioned ale — though since our guide
admitted that real beer represents only about 77 of output at Mortlake it
obviously didn't happen very often. Another irony wasthat theMortiake
brewery can't produce less than about635 barrels at a time of any beer
— so the brand new Hammerton's Porter real ale. brought out by
Watneys for London pubs. has to be shipped down from the company s
Norwich brewery.
The whole place was enormous — you could lose even the new.
eniarged McMullens brewery at Hertford in a small corner of the
Mortlake site — and chillingly impersonal. Where were the sacks of
malt. the pockets of hops stamped with the growers’ trademarks? The
human scale seemed hopelessly iost.
The final irony is that Watney's have renamed the site the Stag brewery.
after their original brewery in Pimlico. An attempt to revive a friendly.
traditional old name for a very untraditional beer factory.

Martyn Cornell

BLAKES

96 Queens Road. Watford
5 Real Ales @ Draught Cider ® Wines
GOOD FOOD AT ALL TIMES

Open pub hours, 7 days a week

HAPPY HOUR

Sunday 12— 2pm
25% off all drinks

Traditional Sunday lunch £3.95 Chiidren £1 95

THE ROYAL OAK, BUSHEY

Free House - ——

¥ 6 Real Ales o Food W
Y Guest Beers W

Restaurant and carvery now open

Reservations preferabie ® 01-950 2865

SPARROWS HERNE * ON THE A411




PUB OF THE MONTH

The Star, Furneux Pelham

Hertfordshire North branch’s Pub of the Month for May is the Star,
Furneux Petham, described in the 1984 Good Beer Guide as a
“welcoming old pub in picturesque brewery village”. Reguiar
Newsletter readers will have found everything they ever wanted to know
about Rayments brewery in the March issue, but whether or not you are
interested in brewery villages (picturesque or otherwise) the Star offers
an excellent reason for a visit to Furneux Pelham.

Enter the pub on a cold winter's evening, and you will find a blazing log
fire in the huge inglenook fireplace, surrounded by agricultural tools,
corn dollies and other rural artefacts. if you are looking for a meal, you
will discover a wide range of good home-cooked food available. Those
with an interest in breweriana will not fail to spot the large enamel
Rayments sign behind the bar, with its early version of the ‘jolly brewer’
logo and curious misprint of the village name.

But whatever your interests, you can be sure of receiving a warm and
genuine welcome from landlord Peter Reynolds and his wife Lesley, as
well as from the reguiars —acheerful mixture of villagers, brewery
workers, local landowners and regular visitors from round and about.
Peter and Lesley took the tenancy of the Star two years ago. Last year
Peter (a keen CAMRA member) threw out the only fizz-tap and instalied
athirdhandpump, so that Rayments BBA. Greene King KK and Abbot
are now available in real form, all in superb condition.

Activities are numerous. There's darts of course, and dominoes, and a
piano for inpromptu singsongs. Special events are organised with
enthusiasm. ranging from the Harvest Festival charity auction to the
annual Halloween party — an unforgettable experience'

Just round the corner from the pub stands Furneux Pelham church,
famous for its clock which bears the legena Time Flies, Mind Your
Business'. The majority of customers at the Star are happy to ignore this
advice — come along to the Pub of the Month social on May 23rd and
you'll find out why.

Cathy Totman

WHAT’S ON AT YOUR PUB

2May Welwyn: White Hart. Spm. Traditionai music by Gailadreel.
3 May St Albans: Rose and Crown. 8.30pm Traditional music

session.

4 May St Albans: Beghive. 8.30pm. Beehive Folk Club. Guest: Dick
Moffat.
Stanstead Abbots: Crown. 8pm. Hoddesdon Folk Ciub.
Singaround.

Woolmer Green: Chequers. 8pm. Stevenage Foik Cilub.
Guest: Dougie Maclean.

6May  Tewin: Rose and Crown. Lunchtime. Morris dancing:
Cottonmill Clog Morris, followed by traditional music session.

9 May Welwyn: White Hart. 9pm. Traditional music by Gaiadreel.

10May St Albans: Rose and Crown. 8.30pm. Traditional music
session.

11 May StAlbans: Beehive Folk Club. Singers night.

Stanstead Abbots: Crown. 8pm. Hoddesdon Folk Club
Guest: Alastair Anderson.

Woolmer Green: Chequers. 8pm. Stevenage Folk Club.
Club night.

13May St Albans: Garibaldi. Lunchtime traditional music session

16 May St Albans: White Hart Tap. 8.30pm. Morris dancing:
Cottonmill Clog Morris
St Albans: White Lion. § 30pm. Morris dancing: Cettonmili
Clog Morris.

Welwyn: White Hart. 9pm. Traditional music by Galadreel.
17May St Albans: Rose and Crown. 8.30pm. Traditional music
session.

18 May St Albans: Beehive. 8.30pm. Beehive Folk Club. Guest:
Craig Joiner.

Stanstead Abbots. Crown 8pm. Hoadesdon Folk Club.
Guests: The Wilsons.

Woolmer Green: Chequers. 8pm. Stevenage Folk Club.
Guests: Graham ana Eileen Pratt

23May Welwyn: White Hart. 9pm: Tradiional music by Gaiadreer.

24 May St Albans: Rose and Crown. 8.30pm Traditional music
session.

25th May St Albans: Beehive. 8.30pm. Beehive Folk Ciub. Guests
Hair of The Dog.

27 May St Albans: Fighting Cocks. 12 noor. Morns dancing
Cottonmill Clog Morris. with Chez Nous en Nivernais. French
folk dancers.

St Albans: Garibaldi. Lunchtime traditionai music session

30 May Welwyn: White Hart. 9pm. Traditional music by Galaareel

31 May St Albans: Rose and Crown 8.30pm. Traditional music
session.

Please send details of events in no more than 15 words) by the 1 2th of
the previous month to Peter Lerner. 14 Hazeldeli. Watton-at-Stone.
Herts.

JOIN CAMRA NOW

Fuli Membership £7 (£10 overseas)
Joint husband/wife membership £7

Standing Order Form

l/'we wish to become a member/members of the
Campaign for Reai Ale iLimited)}. I/we agree to abde nv
the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the
Campaign

To S
(Insert name of your bank here)

Please forward to Barclays Bank Limited 3 High Street. St
Albans (20-74-09) for the credit of CAMRA Ltd
(Subscription Account) No. 50187887. now the sum of
£7/10" and annually on this date untit further notice

Name Banrk A ¢ Numuer _ - —
Address Bank Address e e
Signature Date

‘delete as appropnate
Sendto Membership. CAMRA 34 Alma Road. St Albans Hers ALY 38W



PUB NEWS

Folio' sing hard on the heels of the Three Horseshoes at Smallford. the
Swan at Pimlico louks set to become the county’s secondRoast Inn.Do
we want our pubs to be turned into garishly-coloured eating houses?
Well, it's a matter of taste . .

Hammerton's hits Herts. Hammerton's Draught Porter. a re-creation of
a popular nineteenth-century brew, is now on sale at the Three
Blackbirds, Flamstead. This unusual dark brew is worth sampling.
The enterprising Plough at Great Munden (Hertfordshire’s only pub
with a real cinema organ) has added Victoria's Albert and Hellfire to its
range of real ales.

Welcome to the new tenants of the White Horse at Wareside. who have
quickly installed handpumps to serve Rayment BBA and Greene King
Abbot Ale. Only 2 of Rayments 24 pubs now sell no real ale. Itwas a
previous landlord of the White Horse who once told a CAMRA member
that the reason he refused to serve real ale was that it would prove too
popular, and he would have to employ extra staff !

Meanwhile the Hoops at Perry Green is at present closed, following the
departure of the licensee who leased the pub from McMullens. lts future
is not clear.

The Bird in Hand at Gosmore is reported to be selling Greene King real
ales.

Regulars at Hertford's Two Brewers free house said farewell to popular
publicans George and Wyn Farrer, in late March. They are to enjoy a
well earned retirement after 22 years at the pub. The Two Brewers was
once one of Hertford's 3 Nicholls tied houses. and has lately served an
interesting range of well kept real ales.

The RoundLush, Aldenham is serving Burton Ale as well as Benskins
Bitter, with Friary Meux Bitter also available as a guest beer. Burton Ale
is also back again at the Wheatsheaf, Watford, after a short absence.
Also in Watford, Blakes Beer Cellar has reinstated its "happy hour
from 5.30 to 6.30 pm.

With the end of the Winter Royal season. the Buck’s Head. Little
Wymondiey is now serving Castle Eden Ale alongside the regular
Wethereds Bitter and Flowers Original. Where. by the way. does
Flowers Original come from these days? The pumpclip at the Royal
Oak in Chapelfoot reads "brewed in Luton’!

Hemel Hempstead drinkers have their first real ale take-away. The
London Vintners off-licence in Boxmoor is selling Ruddles Bitter at
61p a pint, and county at 78p. Manager John Friend is also considering
taking beers from Victoria Brewery. if there is enough demand. Other
off-licences in the sarne chain (21 in all) are watching with interest to
see if the experiment works.

THE BUFFALO’S HEAD

— High Street, Puckeridge ————

SPECIAL SUNDAY LUNCH MENU
3 Courses £4.80 @ Children's portions available

Range of guest beers from the North of England

FOOD AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK
Private parties catered for, dinners, buffets etc. -

* SUMMER BARBECUES PLANNED *

2 Ware 821949

BRANCH DIARY

HERTFORDSHIRE NORTH BRANCH

Wednesday 2nd May

Joint social with Bedfordshire branches at the Red Lion, Preston, 8pm
Weadnesday 9th May

Branch Meeting at the Fox, Aspenden, 8pm prompt
Wednesday 23rd May

Pub of the Month social at the Star, Furneux Pelham, 8pm
Wednesday 30th May

Social at the Engine, Ashwell, 8pm

Wednesday 6th June

Social at the Rose & Crown, Aston, 8pm

Wednesday 13th June

Branch Meeting at the Bull, Watton-at-Stone, 8pm.

Contact Peter Clarke ® Stevenage 65957

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH

Contact Eric Sim & Hatfield 60647

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH

Wednesday 2nd May

‘Any Questions?’ atthe Wheatsheaf, Lower High Street, Watford. 8pm
Come and listen to an eminent panel of ‘'experts’ answering questions of
the day. Guests include a landlord, brewery managing director and
CAMRA member.

Wednesday 9th May

Rickmansworth pub crawl. Start Feathers, Church Street, 8pm
Wednesday 16th May

Social at the Haydon Amms, Upper Paddock Road, Oxhey, 8pm
Tuesday 22nd May .

Branch Meeting at the Sportsman, Scotts Hill, Croxley Green. 8pm
Saturday 2nd June

Joint lunchtime social with West Middlesex branch at the Plough. Hill
End Road , Harefield. All welcome.

Contact Tony King & Garston 72587

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH

Tuesday 8th May

Social at the Crown, Little Missenden, 8.30pm

Thursday 17th May

Social at the Three Blackbirds, Flamstead, 8.30pm
Thursday 31st May

Branch Meeting at the Queens Head, Long Marston, 8.30pm

Contact Pete Freeman ® Hemel Hempstead 69773

Sawbo City goes international

While enjoying your Sawbridgeworth real ale pub craw! (see page 2).
you will not fail to notice the Sawbridgeworth Wines off-licence on
London Road. This has been supplying draught real ale for off sales for
some two years, and currently Rayments BBA and Greene King Abbot
Ale are available.

Beer drinkers will find afriendly welcome here,and also an unusual
selection of foreign bottled beers. Among them are Moravia-Pils from
Luneburg, Germany; Gulpener Pilsner from Limburg, Holland: Fisher
Pils Lager and the unusually named La Belle Strasbourgeoise from
Strasbourg, France; Maes Pils and Grimbergen Biere d'Abbaye from
Warloos, Belgium; and Lutece Biere from Paris. There is also Kirin. a
beer from Japan; Molson Beer from Quebec, Canada; and the highly
rated Henry Weinhard'’s Private Reserve, from Portiand, Oregon, USA.
Why not visit Sawbridgeworth, bring home some beer, and pretend to
vour friends that you have been to foreign parts?

Details of these and other international beers, bottled and draught, can
be found in ‘Michael Jackson’s Pocket Guide to Beer', available by
post from CAMRA, 34 Aima Road, St Albans, for £2.95

The Hertfordshire Newsletter is produced by the Hertfordshire South, Hertfordshire North, Watford and District and Mid-Chilterns branches of the Campaign
‘or Real Ale Limited. The views expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor, CAMRA Ltd, or its branches. The Editor gratefully receives articles or letters
for publication. THESE SHOULD PREFERABLY BE TYPEWRITTEN AND DOUBLE-SPACED: HANDWRITTEN ITEMS SHOULD ALSO BE WELL
SPACED AND AS LEGIBLE AS POSSIBL.E PLEASE. Send to Cathy Totman, Flat 1, The Old Stables, Woodside, Hatfield, Hertfordshire.
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