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DEATH OF VICTORIA

The Newsletter sadly reports the demise of Victoria
Brewery, the first of Hertfordshire’s new generation of
independent breweries to challenge the might of the
established companies. Victoria has brewed its last
pintand will be sadly mourned.

Operating from the handsome Victoria Maltings in
Ware, the brewery was founded three years ago by
beer enthusiasts, and earned an increasing reputation
for good quality ale. Victoria Bitter, Albert Ale and
Hellfire became well known in the free trade into
London, Cambridgeshire and Essex and won
well-deserved awards atvarious beer festivals.

It is clear that the failure of this enterprising company
is not, unlike some of its comtemporaries due to poor
management, but because it has fallen foul of the
more dubious practices of some of the less
scrupulous elements of the beer trade, with resulting
cash flow problems.

Victoria Brewery now joins Mickles and Swannells as
part of a brief but glorious chapter in this county’s
proud brewing history.
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TREASURE HUNT

This year sees the third in a series of highly successful Watford &
District Branch annual Treasure Hunt. This years location is
Rickmansworth.

The Hunt starts at the Batchworth Arms, 58, Church Street,
Rickmansworth, 5.30pm fora6pm start.

The usual form is for all participants to meet in the pub where they
receive questions to be answered in that pub, and a sealed envelope
containing clues leading to the next, previously unidentified pub, plus
a list of questions to be answered en route. This continues until with
luck, everyone reaches the final hostelry, where the person or couple
with the highest number of points scored is the winner. Points are
scored on the basis of questions answered correctly.

There is no chance of anyone failing to find their way to he finishing
point, as sealed envelopes are provided containing maps for anyone
who gets lost.

The entry fee is around 50pence which goes towards the prizes and
the hunt is open to anyone wishing to participate.

Thanks in advance must go to Kevin Collins and Marion Birch for the
time and effort putinto devising and distributing clues and questions.

WALLY GOES QUIET

Remember the aggressive letter in March's Newsletter from angry
landlord Bill Jamieson of the keg-only Sportsman in Letchworth, who
accused CAMRA of insulting dedicated landlords and brewers,and
challenged CAMRA to “A serious debate”. Shortly afterwards,
CAMRA's Area Organiser Peter Lerner wrote to Mr. Jamieson
accepting his challenge. Since when, no reply from the suddenly
silent Mr. J. via this column, Peter repeats his challenge to this
loud-mouthed landlord, and tell us that he promises to bring a
“beautiful crumpet” with him - freely baked by Sunblest, of course. ...
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TYTTENHANGER GREEN

WE HAVE THE LARGEST SELECTION OF
REAL ALES IN HERTFORDSHIRE
We also pride ourselves that they are all
in the best of condition. Why not try our menu
of hot and cold meals at lunchtime?
Indoor and outdoor barbecues, weather
permitting, now in full swing

PLEASE NOTE NO COACHES
INCLUDING MINIBUSES
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LABEL CORNER

| am not sure exactly when | started collecting beer labels, but |
suspect that it was in that period just after the Queen’s Silver Jubliee
in 1977 when so many people started collecting all kinds of bre-
weriana. My desire to collect was almost certainly fuelled by the
near perfect collection of Jubilee Ales in the White Horse in Hert-
ford, which was then and is now my favouring watering hole in this
area. Not having the space at home for a collection of bottles | opted
for the next best thing.

At first | collected only half-heartedly, coming home from holidays
with a collection of bottles, the contents of which were drunk at
leisure and the labels soaked off, often in none too good condition.
Some time later | got what | thought at the time was a brilliant, and
previously unheard of, idea. | started to write to the brewers them-
selves requesting mint labels. The first brewer i approached, some-
what dubiously, was Greene King, for two reasons. Firstly because
with their large range of bottle beers my collection would receive a
significant boost if they replied favourably, and secondly because
they had just phased outthe AbbotAle label immediately prior to the
pictorial one which, slightly altered by modern requirements, still
continues to this day.

From the moment their reply plopped heavily onto my doormat| was
hooked, and shortly afterwards took the second major step forward
in my collection by joining the Labologists Society. The first meeting
| attended was, to say the least, an eye opener. Here were labels
from companies that | had never even heard of, which coupled with
good beer and convivial company, made me resolved never to miss a
meeting, if at all possible. When | joined the Society my collection
contained just under400 labels. At that first meeting | picked up over
200 new labels, and now my collection numbers 10,000.

In future issues | hope to cover some other aspects of labology, and
also to write about the illustrate this County’s labels. Anybody who
fancies starting a label collection, or any existing collector who
wishes to join the Labologists Society can contact me on Ware
822405 (evenings only).

Graham Tubb
Newsletter Editor,
The Labologists Society.

QUICK ONES

Benskins Hearts of Gold

Benskins licensees are a big-hearted bunch. From the fifty licensees
who entered the company’s competition to find the Licensee with the
Heart of Gold, more than £65,000 was raised for charity in 1984. The
competition was judged by relating fund-raising total to each pub’s
annual barrelage.

Benskins’ Licensee with the Heart of Gold for 1984 was Anthony
Tarsey of the Plough, Elstree who raised more than £4,000 last year.
Winner of the competition's Managed House section was Ken Davies
of the Three Horseshoes, Garston. Other successful competitors in
Hertfordshire were George Clay of the Rose and Crown, Kings
Langley; Christin e Edwards of the Buffalo’s Head, Puckeridge; and
Tony Muliey of the Pineapple, St. Albans. Congratulations to all these
licensees who have each received cash to donate to charity and a
handsome wall plaque.

POSTIT AT THE PUB

Postal orders, stamps and giro cheques will all change hands at the
Star in Fumeux Petham - but not while landlord Peter Reynolds is
pulling pints of Rayments BBA.

The Furneux Pelham Parish Council is seeking planning permission to
turn the pub into a sub-post office for the village on two afternoons per
week, if they are successtull, the Star will be the county’s first post
office with a full on-licence {one or two already include off-licences).
Jenny Greenhaigh of CAMRA’s Pub Preservation Group has written to
East Hertfordshire District Council to support the application, saying
that “it is only by encouraging the full use of facilities availabte within
rural areas thatany commercial enterprise will survive.”

Jenny continues: “The public house plays an important role within a
rural community, as an informal meeting place which cuts across
social and age groups, which the use ¢t a village hall does not. This is
because village halls are normally used by the W.I,, gardening clubs
etc with a single interest in common. However the economic survival
of public houses in small villages is tenuous and any diversification of
trade, with resultant profitability will increase the likelihood of the
pub’s retention.”

Mrs. Greenhalgh comments that other shared uses for pubs have
been successful throughout the country, and quotes banks, coffee
shops, shoe repairers, dry cleaning collection services, newsagents
and generalstores.

FULLERS MOVEIN

Chiswick brewers Fuller, Smith and Turner have surprisingly bought
two Hertfordshire pubs, at a total of £400,000. The West London
brewers of ESB (fearsomely strong at OG 1055) and London Pride
have bought the Garibaldi in St Albans, and the Harpenden Arms in
Harpenden. Both pubs were previously owned by Benskins, and both
will become managed, rather than tenanted pubs.

Fullers already own another pub in Hertfordshire, the Boat in
Berkhamsted, but this has been closed for some years pending
alterations. CAMRA looks forward to welcoming another independent
brewery into the county, representing more choice for beer drinkers.

FIVE YEARS AGO

In June 1980 the Newsletter reported on CAMRA’s first ever
all-womens’ brewery visit - to Rayment's of Furneux Pelham, where
else? Meanwhile the biggest news was the imminent Hertfordshire
4th Beer Festival at Hatfield, with over 10,000 pints of real ale
promised including Ma Pardoe’s home-brewed bitter from the Black
Country.

PLANNING NEWS

Extensions are planned for the Peacock in St Albans, and the Duke of
York in Potters Bar. Meanwhile the former Whitbread Queen’'s Hotel in
St Albans is to become a building society office, while the same
brewery's Swan at Pimlico is not to become aRoastinn.

McMullen's Hoops at Perry Green is open once again after a long
period of closure, while the same company’s Long and Short Arm at
Lemsford has appeared to be temporarily closed for extensive
structural alterations. Another pub threatened with closure is the Beli
at Widford, which local unconfirmed rumour has it Benskins would
like to sell off as a private house. Watch this space for more news.



PUB NEWS

Congratulations to Bill and Jenny, licencees of the Green Man,
Widford, who have won the national competition “Quest for Cancer”.
They and their customers raised £1,303 for the charity. A presentation
was held at the pub on 24 April.

The wonderful view from the front of the Three Harts Stoneyhills, is
delightful enough, but who is responsible for brewing ‘Three Harts
Bitter'? - sheernectar on our reporters last visit.

The Cowper Arms at Letty Green has extended its range of real ale to
Ruddles County and Bitterand AbbotAle.

The Royal Oak at West Hyde has been selling Whitbread newest cask
beer- Samuel Whitbread Strong Ale - since its launch at the beginning
of May. While the Boot at Sarratt has added Friary Meux to its range of
Benskins Bitter and Burton Ale.

There is no sign of a handpump at the Tudor Rose, Long Chauldon
Hemel Hempstead, although Flowers Traditional Ale is advertised.
The Fishery at Boxmoor has been closed for renovations.

Now leased to Banks & Taylor is the Lytton Arms at Old Knebworth
which sells Shefford Bitter, SPA and SOS, with additional guest beers.
Samuel Whitbread is also on handpump at the Buck’s Head at Little
Wymondley, in addition to Wethered Bitter, Brakspear and Flowers
Original.

RAUGUST 13-17 1985
.

Budapest Pub

An English-style pub complete with dartboard and piano will open in
Budapest in the next few days under Hungary's economic reforms,
which encourage private enterprise. Office workers and other
potential customers thronged the pub, called the Frigate, during a
trial opening. Draught and bottled West German Lager brewed under
licenceataHungarian brewery, willbe served.

COMPETITION RESULTS

The winner of the April Crossword is Mr J.P. Heekin of Hemel

Hempstead, who receives a CAMRA bar towel.

The answers to the crossword were as follows:

Across: 1. Cobblers. 5 & 2down. Baron of Beef. 10 & 24 Marston
Thompson Evershed. 11 Innings. 13 Derided. 17 Used. 19
Envelope. 22 Unfair. 27 Core. 29 Playpen. 32 Letdown 35
Plume of Feathers. 36 Steady. 37 Dyspepsy.

Down: 1Combine.3. Latin. 4 Rings Up6. Femur.7.Eased.8Fined.9
Shade. 12 Ideally. 14 Educe. 15 Infused. 16 Elite. 18 Sewer.
20 Natal. 21 Ounce. 25 Velvety. 26 Dynasty. 28 On Off. 29
Pipes. 30 Acute. 31 Pleed. 33 TotUp. 34 One Up.

PUB OF THE MONTH

The Crown Aston End

Just outside Stevenage hidden down a lane, you will find the Crown a
rural retreat, but only five minutes from the New Town. Derrick and
Sheila Hough have been the tennants for nine years and the
excellence of their Burton and Ind Coope Bitter have earned them a
place in CAMRA's Good Beer Guide. One only hopes when Chelb
Manor is buiit upon and the pub becomes the areas local, Allied
Brewery wili retain the charm of this unspoilt retreat.

Sojoin us on the 19th June and try the beer foryourselves.

Peter Clarke
The Pub of the Month award is made each month by CAMRA’s

Hertfordshire North branch, and is limited to pubs in the North Herts
branch area.

THE ROYAL OAK, BUSHEY

Free House

*6 Real Ales o Food *
Y Guest Beers W

Restaurant and carvery now open
Reservations preferable & 01-950 2865

SPARROWS HERNE * ONTHE A411

Lifts up Herts.

Benskins Bitter - Draught Burton Ale




WHAT's ONATYOURPUB

June 10 Frithsden: Alford Arms. 9.15pm. St Albans Morris Men.

June 12 St Albans: White Hart Tap. 8.15pm. Cottonmill Clog
Morris. Beehive. 9.15pm. Cottonmill Clog Morris.

Junet3 Albury: Catherine Wheel. 9.15pm. Standon Morris Men.
St Albans: Rose and Crown. Evening - traditional music

session.

June 14 Stanstead Abbotts: Crown. 8pm. Hoddesdon Folk Club:
Singaround.

June15 Stevenage: Marquis of Lome. 8pm. Stevenage Folk

Club. Guest: Eddie Upton.

June 17 Tyttenhanger: Barley Mow. 8.15pm. St Albans Morris
Men. Colney Heath: Crooked Billet. 9.15pm. St Albans
Morris Men.

June 19 Redbourn: Hollybush. 8.15pm. Cottonmill Clog Morris.
Flamstead: Three Blackbirds. 9.15pmn. Cottonmill Clog
Morris

June 20 Reed: Cabinet. 9.15pm. Standon Morris Men. St Albans:
Rose and Crown. Evening - traditional music session.

June 21 Stanstead Abbotts: Crown. 8pm. Hoddesdon Folk Club.
Guests: Portway Pedlars.

June?22 Stevenage: Marquis of Lome. 8pm. Stevenage Foitk
Club. Come-all-ye.

June 23 London Colney: Green Dragon. 1pm. Cottonmill Clog Morris.

St Albans: Garibaldi. Lunchtime - traditional music
session.

June 24 Harpenden: Engineer. 8.15pm. St Albans Morris Men.
Cross Keys 9.15pm. St Albans Morris Men.

June 26 Wheathampstead: Cherry Trees. 7.30pm. Barbershop
Quartet Finals.

June?27 St Albans: Rose and Crown. Evening - traditional music
session. Thundridge: Windmill. 9.15pm. Standon Morris
Men.

June 28 Stanstead Abbotts: Crown. 8pm. Hoddesdon Folk Club.
End of season extravaganza.

June 29 Stevenage: Marquis of Lorne. 8pm. Stevenage Folk
Club. Guests: The KipperFamily.

Please send details of forthcoring pub events by the 10th of the

preceding month toPeter Lerner, 7 Sheppards Close, StAlbans.

SAM’S NEWBREW

No, not Sam Smith, but Samuel Whitbread, whose new Strong Ale has
recently gone on sale in a limited number of pubs in the county. Your
correspondent was told by the landlord of the Peacock in St Albans,
that his extremely pleasant brew was initially available in only 32 pubs,
of which his was one, and that it is brewed at Wethered's brewery in
Marlow. News of other outiets are under Pub News.

The Ancient Briton, St Albans, has recently been serving Taylor Bitter
instead of Benskins.

A new convert of real ale is the Kingdfisher in Broxbourne, which sells
ind Coope Bitterand Burton Ale on handpump.

Peter & Lesley Reynolds welcome you to

THE STAR INN
FURNEUX PELHAM

B.B.A.

Ol’éwf‘ul

Rayments BBA * Greene King KK & Abbot

GOOD HOME-COOKED FOOD
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
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BRANCHDIARY

ALL HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCHES

Wednesday 26th June .
Inter-branch Liaison Meeting at the White Hart, Welwyn, 8p.m.

HERTFORDSHIRE NORTH BRANCH
Wednesday 12th June

Branch Meeting at the Bull, Wattonat Stone, 8pm
Wednesday 19th June

Pub of the Month social at the Crown, Aston End, 8pm
Wednesday 3rd July

Social atthe WaggonandHorses, Graveley, 8pm
Wednesday 10th July

Branch Meeting at the Star, Furneux Pelham, 8pm

Contact Peter Clarke = Stevenage 65957

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH

Wednesday 12th June

Branch Meeting at the White Hart, Welwyn Village, 8pm

Tuesday 25th June

A Midsummer Ramble of about 4 miles. Assemble at the Lynch Gate,
Bayford Church, 8pm sharp. Certain to work up a thirst!
Monday 1st July

Committee Meeting at the Barley Mow, Tyttenhanger.

Tuesday 9th July

A Darts Match against Mid-Chiltern Branch at the Rose and Crown,
Trowley Bottom near Flamstead.

Contact Adrian Jolliffe = St. Albans 63675

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH

Wednesday 19th June

Branch Meeting in the upstairs room at the Wheatsheaf, Watford- free
pintfornewcomers!

Saturday 29th June

Branch Treasure Hunt - meet at the Batchworth Arms, Church Street,
Rickmansworth, 5.30 for6.00pm.

Saturday 6th July

A minibus trip to visit some classic pubs - book now - phone branch
contact

Contact Tony King = Garston 672587

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH

Thursday 13th June

Social at the Bricklayers Arms, Flaunden, 8.30pm, then at the Green
Dragon

Tuesday 18th June

Socialatthe Red Lion, Chenies, 8.30pm

Sunday 23rd June

Social at the Old Ship, Cadmore End, 8pm

Thursday 27th June

Socialatthe Barley Mow, Hyde End, 8.30pm

Contact Peter Yorke = Rickmansworth 770488

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS BRANCH

Monday 17th June

Branch Meetingatthe Chequers, Wareside, 8p.m.
Monday 15th July

Branch Meetingatthe Queens Head, Fyfield, 8p.m.
Monday 12th August

Branch Meetingat the Prince of Wales, Green Tye, 8p.m.
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