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REAL BEER by Roundsman.

Honestly, | was all set to join the canned-beer-and-Crossroads br-
igade and give up pub-going for good. Probably the worst decision |
ever made in my life was to agree to help out CAMRA’s Herts South
branch with its Ind Coope Benskins pub survey. Perhaps it was the
pubs | volunteered to survey - | know that there are scores of
splendid pubs where smiling bar-persons serve superb pints of Ind
Coope or Benskins, but few, if any of the ones | have surveyed, would
I ever want to return to. True, occasional bar-maids smiled, the odd
publookedasifithad been re-decorated in the last tenyers, and one
or two pints surpassed that standard of excellence described on my
survey formas “average” but the lasting impression, | am afraid, was
one of blandness, mediocrity and let's get out of here please.

Sanity was restored with a recent journey through the Cotswolds. A
lovely pub, attentive bar staff, excellent value bar food and the most
delicious pint of that fine brew, Wadworth's 6X, that | have ever
tasted. My companion drank the same company’s new brew
Farmer's Glory, strong and dark, which she told me was equally
superb. And throughout our stay, customers were pouring in, react-
ing delightedly to the sight of Wadworth’s on handpump,and renew-
ing their orders with enthusiasm. “Oh good, it's Wadworth's.” Not
just barrel-bellied beer bores, but real people, of all (well, most)
shapes andsizes.

So what's the difference. Why, in the 10 years that | have been living
in Hertfordshire, have | never ever heard a single person rush into a
pub and exclaim “Oh good, its Ind Coope (or Benskins)”? The differ-
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ence, | think, is in company attitude and pride.

Wadworth’'s are a small company concentrating on what they do
best, brewing good beer. The owners of Ind Coope Benskins are a
massive conglomerate, Allied Lyons, owning several thousand pubs
ranging from your local to American-style cocktail bars to Cavalier
Steak Houses. Their “local” bitter beers are just one in a range of
“products” extending from Castlemaine Lager to Arctic Lite to John
Bull to Long Life. No wonder that their marketing men, advertising
men and poor old licensees are confused and in their attempts to be
jacks-of-all-beers turn outto be. .. well, you know.

Becuase | know that this article will upset some Ind Coope Benskins
publicans | will say again what | said at the beginning of this article -
yes, lagree that there are some very good Ind Coope Benskins pubs
serving very good draught beer. | should also stress that this article
reflects only the opinions of its cowardly anonymous writer, not
those of CAMRA or any of its branches - we'll have to wait to see the
results of the Herts South survey in a future edition of this paper. But
I will stick to my own view - the launch of Benskins some five years
ago should have heralded rejoicing far and wide and it hasn’t; there
are far too many Benskins pubs serving far too much beer as
uninspiring as in the worst days of the Ind Coope local monopoly. So
please, you executives at Benskin House in Watford, study wht the
better independent brewers are doing, cut out the gimmicks, and
start to produce some real local ale that you will relish promoting,
your landlords will relish serving, and we will relish drinking.

THEBARLEY MW
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WE HAVE THE LARGEST SELECTION OF
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We also pride ourselves that they are all
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of hotand cold meals at lunchtime?
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XXXXING XXXXPENSIVE ADVERTISING

The Facts About XXXX

Those of us who dwell in Ind Coope/Benskins land, may have noticed
a rather jaundiced look about their pubs during the last month. Old
inns and side street locals alike are languishing under festoons
of yellow bunting and large banners, whilst inside the pubs are an
abundance of vivid ashtrays, beermats and posters. Castlemaine
XXXX“(justask for four Ex)” lager has arrived!

“Australians wouldn’t give a XXXX for any other lager” says the
xxxxcruciating (sorry) blurb. “An xxxxceptional Aussie lager from
downunder’. Butisit?

Castlemaine is advertised as ‘from down Under butin fact it comes
from Wrexham, along with those other well known Weish beers -
Skol, Lowenbrauand Oranjeboom.

The genuine Australian canned Castlemaine is much stronger
(OG1043) than the draught version sold in England (OG1035). Ind
Coope seem to think that us Poms can’t take the strong stuff, and yet
Benskins Bitter is stronger than Castlemaine! In the Pineapple, St.
Albans (a typical Benskins pub) the Beer prices are as follows:
Benskins Bitter 81pence per pint and Castlemaine XXXXlager
93pence per pint.

How does Ind Coope justify such xxxxtortionate prices? Well, th-
ey've gotto pay for forall thatadvertising. . .

Not Many People Know This

Did you know that Britain ranks only tenth in the world as a beer-
drinking nation, with an average consumption of 194.4 pints per head
peryear? (Top of the charts are the West Germans at 260,9 pints).
On average, we have to work for 11 minutes to earn each of those
pints. This is better than the Danes, who have to slave for 17,6
minutes for theirs, but a hard slog compared to the Luxemburgers,
who have paid for their pintaftera mere 5.2 minutes’ graft.

Glancing at my watch, | see it's taken me 11 minutes to type this, so
I'm off fora pint. .
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QUICK ONES

CLEAN FOOD GUIDE

StAlbans City and District Council recently presented certificates to
pubs within its area who entered for its clean food competition.
There are no outright winners in the pub category (awards were also
made to restaurants, food shops etc), but in the “Highly Com-
mended” category were the Robin Hood, St Albans; the John
Bunyan, Coleman Green; the Barley Mow, Tyttenhanger Green: and
the Bunch of Cherries, St Albnas.

Also “Commended” were the Boot, St Albans; the Queens Head,
Coiney Heath; the Spotted Bull, St Albans; the White Horse, Hatch-
ing Green; the Plough, Smallford; the Pineapple, St Albans; the
Cock, ColneyHeath.

Congratulations to all, and particularly to this Council, who are doing
a great deal to encourage landlords that pub food means more than
astalesandwichandare-heated pasty.

NB: the Bull, Wheathampstead and the Ancient Briton, St Albans
were also commended for their clean food, but in the restaurant
category.

A PintaDay Keeps The Doctor Away

Didyou know that if you enjoy a pintyou are less likely to suffer from
chronic iliness, disability or infirmity than a teetotalier? The Gov-
ernment's General Household Survey for 1982 (just published)
reveals that the section of the population reporting the highest
incidence of long-term sickness was among those who did not drink
- 50% of men and 53% of women abstainers had long-term illness,
disability or infirmity compared with 35% of men and 38% of women
in the popuiation as a whole, and says the survey, a similar pattern
was evidentin the relationship between drinking and acute sickness.
the message seem clear, for a long healthy life, pop into your local
regularly forafew pints of elixir! )

Adrian Wood

FIVEYEARS AGO

It's five years since Benskins Bitter was re-launched, and July 1980’s
Newsletter was almost totally devoted to Benskins. The company’s
managing director was quoted as saying that he had instructed
landlords “never, ever” to sell the beer under seven days old - one
wonders if that instruction has disappeared along with that manag-
ing director. A Benskins landlord in Ware wrote with ferocious critic-
ism of the Newsletter's then Editor and top columnist, but also put
his money where his mouth was - he took an advertisment for his
pubas well. Landlords take note! Incidentally, the costofanad in this
paper has gone up by only 17% in the last 5 years - how does that
compare with the cost ofa pint?

NO FURTHER COMMENT...

“The news that the brewers are to spend some £3 billion on pub
development fills me with foreboding. For you may be certain that
when the three billionth pound has been spent, the last pastel pink
artdecoartefact has been placed in position, and the final mirror tite
has been screwed to the wall, the institution which the brewers
profess to protect will be that much nearer to extinction.

As custodians of a great tradition, the brewers have displayed all the
sensitivity, responsibility and taste of a fifth century Hun or Gothon a
visitto Rome.

Over the years the beer barons have established an impeccable
reputation for neglecting or destroying that which has merit and
eagerly adopting that which is meretricious. No passing gimmick is
too slight to escape their clammy embrace, no tawdry notion too
foolish to win their rapturous endorsement”.

Taken with thanks from an article by lain Murray in “Marketing
Week”, May 31985.

Hook Norton Brewery Trip

On Saturday 13th July, the South Herts Branch are running a minibus
trip to this marvellous traditional country brewery. There will also be
an early evening visit to a nearby small brewery pub, well known for
its cheap beer. There are still a few places left foranyone interested.
ContactAdrian Jolliffe on St. Albans 69675



PUB NEWS

LABEL CORNER

Forthose of you who like a pint or three, but cannot get a babysitter,
the Horns, Watford, now has a conservatory/childrens room open.
The Two Bridges, Croxiey Green is to be refurbished in ‘a traditional
way’ withasingle barand real ale.

The Kings Head, Abbots Langley, is apparently no longer seliing Ind
Coope bitter on hamdpump.

Wine-by-the-Case off licence is selling polypins of Chudley Local
Line and Lords Strong Ale, as well as Godsons Black Horse and
Wilmots Hope Cone Bitter.

John Walsh, the new landlord at the Plough, Wallington, has re-
introduced Abbot on handpump.

We shall be saying goodbye to Dennis and Heather Hough from the
Engine, Baldock, whoare leaving fora tenancy hopefully in the same
area.

Two pubs which. unfortunately, no longer sell real ale are the Boot,
Dane End and the Globe, Codicote.

The Royal Oak, Watford, is now selling Trumans Sampson on hamd-
pump.

SHINEON....

The 22nd of May 1985 saw the official opening of the Harvest Moon at
Thorley, near Bishops Stortford, the pride and joy of Rayments
Furneux Pelham brewery. A New pub it may be, but a new building it
certainly isn't, until recently this listed building was known as Piggott's
Farmhouse, but as the farmland was encroached upon by the
enormous Thorley Park housing estate, this old house was bought by
the local Council, and Ieft until a suitable use could be found.

Trumans were the first brewery to show interest in turning the building
into a pub, and although they obtained planning permission, they did
not go ahead. In stepped Rayments, with a useful injection of capital
from their sister company Greene King, and sadly decaying old house
is now a superb pub. Local architects Adams Huntley of Ware
designed the refurbishment, which was carried our by builders
Elliotts of Bishops Stortford (who had previously built Rayments’
Cellarman, also in Stortford, and willow Beauty in Harlow).
Well-chosen wooden fumiture, real original exposed beams, a
massive open fireplace and handpumps serving Rayments BBA and
Abbot Aie all contribute to an atmosphere of timelessness and
relaxation.

The Harvest Moon’s name was chosen by readers of a local
newspaper, and the pub's managers are Mr. and Mrs. Twomey,
formerly of the Crooked Billet, Symonds Green, near Stevenage. A
garden is in preparation outside (well, it wouldn't be inside, would it -
Ed) and the pub is going to be an outstanding feature in an otherwise
pretty average housing estate.

Thorley Park’s other pub, the Marne has also recently opened. It's just
across the car part from Sainsbury’s, serves Charrington IPA on
handpump, and by comparison with the Harvest Moon suffers badly
from lack of flair in design and poor detailing. Why not visit the two
yourselves, dear readers, and make your own comparison?

The second in my series of articles on label collecting features a
Hertfordshire Company which has long since disappeared into the
mists of time. Details of the Company’s history can easily be gleaned
from that excellent publication “Here for the Beer’ which was
produced to accompany the peripatetic exhibition of the same name
which is touringHertfordshire. .

The label itself is rather drab, being printed in black on a buff
background, rather like old Guinness labels, but what it does
represent for a collector is a crock of gold at the end of what can be a
very long rainbow. Labels like this don't turn up very often, despite the
constant searching by collectors. Modern labels are very easily
acquired, and even labels from the fifties and sixties can be obtained
without too much trouble, but this sort of find comes into the
once-in-a-lifetime category.

I regret to tellyou that the label illustrated is not mine, but comes from
the collection of Keith Osborne, Secretary of the Labologists Society,
and possessor of what is almost certainly the largest collection of
British beer labels in the world. If any reader should ever find any old
labels, not necessarily Hertfordshire ones, | would be most interested
to here from him/her, and, always assuming that the find has not
inspired the finder to start coltecting, might well be able to make an
offer.

Graham Tubb
Newsletter Editor
The Labologists Society.

PUB OF THE MONTH

The Goat Codicote

July sees North Herts Branch in the delightful village of Codicote.
The Goat dates back to the fifteenth century, at which time it was an
ale house for travellers between Welwyn and Hitchin.

Barrie and Mollie Pring Have run the Goat since 1975, and have
carried out alterations to restore some of its original character. The
Benskins have always been excellent which has seen the Goat
almost a regular in the national Good Beer Guide. Join us on July
17that8pmandsee foryourseives.

PeterCiarke

The Pub of the Month award is made each month by CAMRA’s Hertford-
shire North branch, and is limited to pubs in the North Herts branch area.

THEROYAL OAK, BUSHEY

Free House

*6 Real Ales O Food
* Guest Beers %

Restaurant and carvery now open
Reservations preferable = 01 -9502865

SPARROWS HERNE « ON THE A411

PLANNING NEWS

Two pubs have recently been the subject of planning applications to
build extensions. These are the Swan, in Park Street, and the Rose
and Crown, at Tring.



BRANCH DIARY

HERTFORDSHIRE NORTH BRANCH

Wednesday 3rd July

Social atthe WaggonandHorses, Graveley, 8pm
Wednesday 10th July

Branch meeting at the Star, FurneuxPelham, 8pm
Wednesday 17th July

Pub of the Month social at the Goat, Codicote, 8pm
Wednesday 7th August

Socialatthe Fox, Darley Hall, 8pm

Wednesday 14th August

Branch meeting at the Plume of Feathers, Ickieford, 8pm

Contact Peter Clarke m Stevenage 65957

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH

Monday 1st July

Committee meeting at the Barley Mow, Tyttenhanger, 8pm

Tuesday 9th July

Darts match v. mid-Chilterns at the Rose and Crown, Trowley Bot-
tom,8pm

Saturday 13th July

Minibus trip to the Hook Norton Brewery. Departsabout8.30 am
Thrusday 18th July

Branch Meeting at the Garibaldi, St. Albans, 8pm

Tuesday 23rd July

Boules match v. Watford Branch at the White Lion, St. Albans 8pm
Sunday

Contact Adrian Jolliffe = St. Albans 69675

HERTS-ESSEX BORDERS BRANCH

Monday 15th July

Branch meeting atthe Queens Head, Fyfield, 8pm
Monday 12th August

Branch meeting atthe Prince of Wales, Green Tye, 8pm

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH

Saturday 6th July

Minibus day trip. Cost minimal - location rural - company convivial -
consumption phenomenal ! Book now.

Saturday 13th July

Socialatthe WestHerts Sports & Social Club, Watford, 8pm
Wednesday 17th July

Branch meeting at the Fox & Hounds, Rickmansworth, 8pm Free pint
foraltnewcomers

Wednesday 31st July

Anti-social (?!) atthe Horse and Chains, Bushey Village, 8pm
Tuesday 6th August

Joint birthday celebration at the Swan Leavesden, 8pm. All wel-
come.

Contact Tony King = Garston 672587

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH

Tuesday 9th July

Darts match v. South Herts Branch at the Rose and Crown, Trowley
Bottom, 8pm

Tuesday 16th July

Socialatthe Crown, Little Missenden, 8.30pm

Tuesday 23rd July

Social at the Old Bell, Hemel Hempstead, 8.30pm. Free pint to all
card carryingnewcomers

Contact Peter Yorke = Rickmansworth 770488

WHAT'S ONAT YOURPUB

JULY 1 Little Berkhamsted: Five Horseshoes. 8.15pm. St Albans
Morris Men.
Newgate Street: Coach and Horses. 9.15pm. St Albans
Morris Men.

JULY4 Haultwick: Rest and Welcome. 9.15pm. Standon Morris
Men.
St Albans: Rose and Crown. Evening traditional music
session.

JULYS5 St Albans: Garibaldi. Evening traditional music session -
fund-raising for Oxfam.

JULY6 StAlbans: Fighting Cocks. 1pm. Cottonmill Clog Morris.

JULY7 StAlbans: Garibaldi. Lunchtime traditional music session.

JULY8 Water End (North Mymms): Woodman. 9.15pm. St Albans
Morris Men.
Welham Green: Hope and Anchor. 8.15. St Albans Morris
Men.

JULY 10 BHarpenden: Engineer.8.15pm. Cottonmill Clog Morris.

JULY 11 St Albans: Rose and Crown. Evening traditional music
session.
St Albans: Six Bells. 3.30pm. St Albans Morris Men.

JULY 15 Elstree: Waggon and Horses. 8.15pm. St Albans Morris

Men.
Letchmore Heath: Three Horseshoes. 9.15pm. St Albans
Morris Men.

JULY 17 Amweli: Elephant and Castle. 8.15pm. Cottonmill Clog
Morris.
Nomansland: Wicked Lady. 9.15pm. Cottonmill Clog Mor-
ris.

JULY 18 Ardeley: Jolly Waggoner. 8.15pm. Standon and Offley Mor-
ris Men.
St Albans: rose and Crown. Evening traditional music ses-
sion.

JULY21 StAlbans: Garibaldi. Lunchtime traditional music session.

JULY 22 Bourne End: White Horse. 8.15pm. St Albans Morris Men.
Winkwell: Three Horseshoes. 9.15pm. St Albans Morris
Men.

JULY 25 Puckeridge: Buffalo'sHead. 9.15pm. Standon Morris Men.
St Albans: Rose and Crown. Evening traditional music
session.

Wellpond Green: Nag's Head. 8.15pm. Standon Morris
Men.

JULY 29 Burnham Green: White Horse. 9.15pm. St Albans Morris
Men.

Tewin: Roseand Crown: 8.15pm. St Albans Morris Men.

JULY 31 St Albans: Duke of Marlborough. 9.15pm. Cottonmill Clog
Morris.

St Albans: White Lion. 8.15pm. Cottonmill Clog Morris.

Piease send details of forthcoming pub events by the 10th of the
preceding monthto Peter Lerner, 7 Sheppards Close, St. Albans

FORSALE

Large blue enamel pre-1910 sign - “Rayment’s Noted Petham Ales”.
Best offer by end of July secures. Purchaser to remove. Tel: St
Albans 56905 (evenings and weekends).

Peter & Lesley Reynolds welcome you to

THESTARINN
FURNEUX PELHAM

Rayments BBA %« Greene King KK & Abbot

GOOD HOME COOKED FOOD
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

o Brent Petham 227
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