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REALROYSTON

Are we now seeing a turn of the promised tide of theme pubs, fun pubs and disco pubs? Whitbread has
announced that £30,000 is to be spent in transforming the Green Man on Market Hill in Royston from a
disco pub, at which trouble has flared on several occasions, “back into a traditional market town pub with
more family trade”’. It is to be hoped that the internal rennovation will be in keeping with this eighteenth
century building which, fortunately, has not been much altered externally. And of course it is to be hoped
that handpumps will be installed to dispense traditional ales from the Whitbread range when the pub
re-opensin July. '

Up until now, the Green Man has been the only one of Whitbread'’s four pubs in Royston not to have any
real ale. The three free houses, the Coach and Horses, the Bull Hotel and the Chequers all sell real ale. This
only leaves the two local regional brewers’ houses in the town with no real ale: Greene King’'sBoars Head
and McMullen’s Banyers Hotel. With three major social clubs in Royston offering real ale and the town
surrounded by village pubs selling real ale, this is a little surprising.

J.F.F.

THE BARLEY MOW

cagtle street ... old hertford

Now under new ownership
s TYTTENHANGER GREEN
Widest selection of real ales WE HAVE THE LARGEST SELECTION OF
in Hertford with many guest beers REAL ALES IN HERTFORDSHIRE
all served on gravity We also pride ourselves that they
are allin the best of condition.
A Outside Barbecue now in full swing.
Large open log fire Why not try our menu of hot and cold meals at
lunchtime and bar snacks in the evening.
""" Childrens Pony rides at Weekends.

Home cooked food atall times
Sunday lunch aspeciality PLEASE NOTE NO COACHES

INCLUDING MINIBUSES




TIED HOUSES IN AND AROUND HERTFORDSHIRE

Part One

These days there is a vast range of beers available in Hertfordshire freehouses, but there is always a certain pleasure in drinking a beer in its own
tied house, surrounded by the trappings of that brewery’s particular style. For example, | always enjoy drinking Hook Norton beers more in one of
their pubs than in a free house because their tied houses have so much character, and the beer is so much cheaper! Now that the better weather is
with us and day trips are worthwhile, | thought it would be interesting to see how many different breweries tied houses are within thirty miles of
Tring, excluding those already within the town {e.g. Benskins and ABC) and London. Only those selling real ale are listed of course.

Brewery Distance Pub name and location
Wethered 4 miles Full Moon, Hawridge, Bucks. (near Chesham)
Charles Wells 6 miles Stag, Mentmore, Bucks. (near Leighton Buzzard)
Whitbread 6 miles Swan, Northall, Bucks. (near Leighton Buzzard)
McMullen 7 miles WhiteHorse, Bourne End (near Hemel Hempstead)
Fullers 7 miles Aristocrat, Aylesbury
Truman 7 miles King’s Arms, Chesham
Charrington 7 miles RedLion, Chesham
Scottish & Newcastle 8 miles HeathPark, Boxmoor
Banks & Taylor 8 miles Crown &Sceptre, Bridens Camp (near Hemel Hempstead)
Manns 8 Miles Dove, Wing, Bucks.
Morland 10 miles Whiteleaf Cross, Princes Risborough, Bucks.
GreeneKing 12 miles WhiteHorse, Chorleywood
Morrells 13 miles King’sHead, Chinnor, Oxon. (near Princes Risborough)
Brakspear 15miles Shoulder of Mutton, Kingston Blount, Oxon.
Halls 15miles Angel, Long Crendon, Bucks. (near Thames)
Tolly Cobbold 16 miles Speed thePlough, Barton-le-Clay, Beds.
Usher 17 miles Swan, Grendon Underwood, Bucks. {(off A41)
Wadworth 22 miles Star, Stanton St. John, Oxon. (near Oxford)
Hook Norton 25miles Peyton Arms, Stoke Lyne, Oxon.
Gales 26 miles Fox, Cane End, Oxon. (near Henley)

} Friary Meux 27 miles Pineapple, Dorney, Bucks. (near Slough)

; James Paine 28 miles New Inn, Sandy, Beds.

: Rayment 29 miles WhiteHorse, Wareside

i Young 0 miles Crown, Chertsey, Surrey.

i (Part Two: within 30 miles of Royston) -

‘ Adrian Jolliffe

HERTFORDSHIRE INNS -

New Edition

Hertfordshire Publications are preparing for publication a new
edition of Hertfordshire Inns by the late W. Branch Johnson, first
published intwo volumesin 1962-63.

Preparation is expected to take at least two years. It will not be
possible to repeat the pioneering research undertaken by Branch
Johnson for the original edition, but a great deal of new information
has since come to light and the publishers are anxious to achieve the
most accurate and comprehensive revision possible. For this they
will be heavily dependent upon local knowledge and the
cooperation is being sought of museums, local history societies and
many local historians throughout the county.

Branch Johnson’s work contained brief historical notes about inns,
taverns and beer houses which had been in existence before 1860
and were still licensed in 1960, together with a few later houses
which had special points of interest. It is intended to use the same
criteria, but since time has moved on, a good number of houses first
licensed between 1860 and 1900, and several of later date, will be
included among those of special interest. Information about houses
which no longer exist as licensed premises will also be considered
for inclusion if they are of sufficient interest or importance,
regardless of their earliest known dates.

Can you assist with the first stage of this project? The publishers
would like to hear from you if you can correct or up-date entries in
the first edition of the book, or if you could suggest additional houses
which might be worthy of inclusion. In addition to dates, former
names of the house and names of owners and licencees, details of
historical associations and any anecdotes or stories associated with
the premises are required, with quotations and sources if possible.
Please write directly to:

Arthur Jones

Hon. Editor, Hertfordshire Publications.

Five House Cottages, Sandon Road,

Therfield, Royston, Herts. SG8 9RE

It would be appreciated it you could write by the end of June, at least
to indicate your interest; detailed information can follow later in the
year.




PUB OF THE MONTH

DICKENS AND STEVENAGE
PUBS.

North Herts

Axe & Compasses, Braughing

The Axe and Compasses, in the picture-book village of Braughing,
famous for its sausages, is a grade two listed building. County
records state that the building dates form the early 1800s butsome
beams in the bedrooms have been dated to around 1400 and have
obvipusly been reused. It was held by one Sarah Lawrence in 1806 as
apublichouse.

Inrecenttimes the Axe and Compasses has been renovated
internally, opening up the small rooms inside, but stiil leaving a
separate, traditional public bar. There are plans to extend the
building this summer.

Meals are available in the Axe and Compasses lunchtimes (except
Sundays) and every evening, including Sundays in the cricket
season. Barbecues are held on summer weekends. There is aclose
association with the village cricket club during the summer months;
the cricket field is behind the pub and there is direct access to the
beer garden.

Wethered’s Bitter and Samuel Whitbread's Strong Ale are always
available on two of the three handpumps, the third being occupiedin
turn by other beers from the Whitbread ranas. Come along on the
evening of June 26th to sample the ales and for a weicome from Tom
and Helen Cousins. Take the southern turning from the B 1368 if you
wish to avoid the ford and you will find the Axe & Compasses at the
farend of The Street.

J.FF.

South Herts
The Woodman, Wildhill

The Woodman Wildhill has been one of my favourite pubsin South
Herts for many years and | was pleased when it was voted Pub of the
Month by the rest of my campaigning colleagues. The pub won
against stiff opposition and is a true locals’ local. In many ways it is
the pub that time forgot, one of the last pubs in Hertfordshire to have
a“Tap Room’’. The beer Greene King Abbott and I.P.A. is always in
excellent condition and a basic wholesome menu is provided
lunchtimes. All this and the cheapest beer prices in a ten mile radius
(if not further) have put the pub in the G.B.G. without hesitation.
Although a little bit out of the way it is well worth finding winter or
summer alike. As a friend once said to me its the place where the
Dustmen chat to the Doctors.

Congratulations to Dave and Ann not only for a pleasant evening on
the 25th March but for running the sort of pub that makes every visit
apleasure.

SteveBury

When it comes to
Country Best-

In 1827 Peter McMullen founded his brewery in
Hertford. Today itis still very much afamily business,
employing traditional time-proven methods of
hrewing, handed down through each

; generation. Because McMullen firmly believe
when it comes to fine cask-

.. conditioned ales and great

,. lagers they do things

~ .. better in the country.

-
Pratiors [N

- A

ordshire since1827

Early one sunny morning in mid-June 1861, a stranger walked from
Knebworth House to Stevenage for breakfast at one of the High
Street pubs. The traveller was Charles Dickens and the hostelry he
stopped at was the Red Lion. Dickens was passing through
Stevenage on his way to visit James Lucas the famous hermit of
Redcoats Green, (commemorated in the name of the Hermit of
Redcoats pub at Titmore Green). The meeting between Dickens and
Lucas provided the basis for the story of ‘Tom Tiddler's Ground’
published in the magazine ‘All the Year Round’ at Christmas 1861.
The early part of the story describes in detail the passage of Dickens
through Stevenage, Dickens taking the persona of the ‘Traveller’ in
the story, and the Red Lion renamed as the ‘Peal of Bells'.

The Red Lion was (and is) one of the oldest licensed houses in
Stevenage, being recorded as early as 1676, before which time it was
known as the Hollybush. An alehouse rather than a coaching inn, the
Red Lion was to take a beer only licence in the 1870s, although in
1861 it enjoyed a full licence. Possibly because of the time of day-this
was in the era of liberal opening hours-Dickens resisted the
temptation of Simpsons Best Stout, the only draught beer sold on
the premises at the time, and had ‘chops and tea’. Perhaps if he had
indulged in a little alcoholic fortification, his descriptions of
Stevenage and the hermit whom he scornfully tagged Mr. Mopes,
would have been less scathing. As it was, his picture of Stevenage
High Street as ‘wide for its height, sitent for its size and drowsy in the
dullest degree’ has remained, reinforcing the erroneous impression
that after the opening of the railway and the end of the coaching era
Stevenage stagnated until the arrival of the New Town. The Red
Lion, with its ‘little sanded parlour’ (the present public bar} is
described as ‘humble’, and indeed trade was quiet compared with
some of the larger and more modern drinking places in Stevenage.
Surviving brewery records show that the Red Lion sold less draught
beer than any other Simpsons house in Stevenage, and George
Gayler, the landiord in 1861, was a saddler as well as a publican.
Having left the Red Lion, Dickens walked up the High Street, past the
White Lion, formeriy the most important coaching inn in Stevenage,
and possibly the oldest surviving licensed house with records going
back to 1653. His description of the inn was hardly complimentary,
remarking on the apparent ‘bareness of the obsolete Inn and Inn
Yard’. The White Lion in the 1860s housed the local excise office,
where the keepers of beerhouses would purchase their annual
licences to sell beer. Noting the description ‘Excise Office’, ‘not yet
faded out from the gateway’, Dickens saw this as ‘indicating the very
last thing that poverty could get rid of’. With that, Dickens departed
for Redcoats Green.

The Red Lion, for all its rusticity, must have met with Dickens
approval, as at the end of the day {and of the story), he returned for
supper, along with a tinker who had also spent the day at Redcoats
Green. Hopefully this time he tried the beer!

The Red Lion and the White Lion are by no means the only licensed
houses in Stevenage with Dickensian connections. At the south end
of Stevenage, just before the Six Hills, stood three houses built by
the Guild of Literature and Arts. This was a charity formed by Bulwer
Lytton and Dickens to help impecunious writers and artists.
Originally a community of artists was to be set up in the grounds of
Knebworth House, but the three houses in London Road, were built
instead. They were under construction at the time of the visit of
Dickens in 1861 but were not formally dedicated until July 1865. In
1864 a pub had been opened almost opposite these literary
almshouses. It was called ‘Our Mutual Friend’ after Dickens’s current
novel, a more suitably welcoming name than that of an earlier novel
dedicated to the Guild of Literature and Arts ‘Bleak House'. Leased to
Fordhams, the Mutual Friend long outlasted the Guild of Literature
and Arts whose houses were sold in 1897, after the trustees had
failed to find any writers or artists willing to submit to charity. Our
Mutual Friend profited from the boom in cycling at the end of the
nineteenth century, and later from the general increase in traffic on
the A1, finally closing in 1963. After a brief spell as a British Railways
social club, the building was demolished, but a new pub of the same
name had been built in Broadwater Crescent which of course
remains today.

The most recent reminder of the Dickensian associations of
Stevenage is the Tom Tiddlers Tavern in Filey Close. Named after the
story based on hermit Lucas, this estate pub was built along with the
developmentofthe Symonds Green area.

Hugh Madgin.

PLANNING NEWS

Amongst recent submissions to North Hertfordshire District Council
was an application for listed building consent for a two storey side
and rear extension to the Fox & Hounds, High Street, Barley. This
would allow anincrease in the existing bar area.



BRANCH DIARY

AT'SONATYOURPUB

HERTFORDSHIRE NORTH BRANCH

Thursday 5th June

Pub ofthe Year social atthe Maiden’s Head, Whitwell, 8p.m.
Thursday 19th June

Branch meeting atthe Crown, Buntingford, 8p.m.

Thursday 26th June

Pub of the Month social at the Axe & Compasses, Braughing, 8p.m.
Thursday 3rd July

Anti-social in Baldock — meet8p.m. sharp atthe Rose & Crown
Contact Peter Clarke o Stevenage 65957

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH

Monday 2nd June

Committee meeting atthe Barley Mow, Tyttenhanger, 8p.m.
Tuesday 10th June

Anti-social/pub survey. Meet at the Plough, Flamstead End near
Cheshuntat8p.m. sharp. Good turnout please!

Tuesday 17th June

Branch meeting at the White Hart, Welwyn, 8p.m. in meeting room
across the yard.

Monday23rd June

Annual Midsummer ramble. Meet at the triangulation pillar in the
middle of Burnham Green OS 263166 at 8p.m. prompt. Five pubs
from five brewers and pray for clement weather. All welcome; wear
stout footwear.

Tuesday 1st July

Pub of the Month social for June(!) at Pinks Hotel near Shenley.
Contact Adrian Jolliffe = St. Albans 69675

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH

Wednesday 4th June

Social attheKing’s Head, Bushey | feath, 8p.m.
Wednesday 11th June

Branch meeting at Blakes Beer Cellar, Watford, 8p.m.
Friday 13th June

Pub crawlin London; phone Contact.

Wednesday 18th June

Hertfordshire Pub Guide Surveys.

Saturday 28th June

Treasure Hunt starting at the Sportsman, Croxley Green, 6p.m.
Contact Tony King = Garston 672587

MID-CHILTERNS BRANCH

Tuesday 3rd June

Branch meeting at the Queens Head, Long Marston, 8.30p.m.
Tuesday 17th June

Anti-social. Start at the Red Lion, Potten End, 8.30p.m. and finish at
the Anchor, Bourne End.

Monday 23rd June )

Joint social with-Aylesbury Vale and Wycombe Branch at the
Chequers, Pitstone, 8.30p.m.

Tuesday 1st July

Anti-social around Hemel Hempstead. Start at the Boars Head,
Piccotts End, 8.30p.m.

Contact Ken Smith #Watford 31226

PUB NEWS

1st June Ware: Brewery Tap, 8p.m. Leon Rosselson at Ware Folk
Club.

6th June Stanstead Abbotts: Crown. Singaround at Hoddesdon Folk
Club.

7th June Royston: North Star. Action Aid: Barbecue, Live Bands,
Games and Stalls, 2p.m.-11.30p.m.

8th June Ware: Brewery Tap, 8p.m. Singaround at Ware Folk Club.
13th June Stanstead Abbotts: Crown. Pete Castle at Hoddesdon Folk
Club.

15th June Ware: Brewery Tap, 8p.m. Ellie Ellis and Sarah Grey at
Ware Folk Club.

20th June Stanstead Abbotts: Crown. Steve Turner at Hoddesdon
Folk Club.

22nd June Datchworth Green: Plough, 11a.m. Five mile fancy dress
Fun Run round village. Entrants, sponsors and marshals welcome.
Proceeds to Heart Research.

22nd June Ware: Brewery Tap, 8p.m. Chauntecleer at Ware Folk
Club.

22nd June Puckeridge: Buffalo's Head. Jazz and Barbecue {weather
permitting) from 12 noon.

26th June Reed: Cabinet, 9.15p.m. Standon Morris Men.

27th June Stanstead Abbotts: Crown. End of season Extravaganza
atHoddesdon Folk Club.

29th June Ware: Brewery Tap, 8p.m. End of season Extravaganza at
Ware Folk Club.

Listing in the What's On column is FREE. Send details to the Editor by
1stJuly forthe August edition.

The Editor occasionally receives complaints that particular events
or items of news have not been mentioned in the Newsletter. The
explanation is always the same: nobody sent in the details. If you
know about something of interest that has happened or is going to
happen, then write to the Editor yourself! Do not wait to complain
again that something has been leftout.

A belated welcome to Pat and Ted Wickenden who are running their
first pub, the Wellington Arms, Woodford Road, Watford. The pub
has recently re-opened following redecoration and now has
Websters Yorkshire Bitter and Trumans Best Bitter on handpump.

The Royal Oak free house in Bushey has been bought by Charles
Weils. It is rumoured that other brewers’ beers, in particular Fullers
London Pride and Everards Tiger, might continue to be availabie.

Peter & Lesley Reynolds welcome youto

THE STARINN
FURNEUX PELHAM

| Gt JURNEUX ¢
PELHAM

Rayments BBA x Greene King KK & Abbot

GOOD HOME COOKED FOOD
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

o Brent Pelham 227

NOW AVAILABLEIN YOUR AREA

GOLDENHILL, COTLEIGH,BATES, STAUSTELL,
BISHOPS,BUTCOMBE, SMILES, PARADISE,
THEAKSTONS, DEVENISH, &SPINGO

HILLS & THATCHERS RUIN CIDER.

RING:-ANDY WHITE (020882)431
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