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REALROYSTON
Are we now seeing a turn of the promised t ide of theme pubs, fun pubs and disco pubs? Whitbread has
announced that fC-0,000 is to be spent in transforming the Green Man on Market Hil l  in Royston from a
disco pub, at which trouble has f laied on several occasions, "back into a tradit ional market town pub with
more iamily trade". l t  is to be hoped that the internal rennovation wil l  be in keeping with this eighteenth
century buiiOing which, fortunately, has not been much altered externally. And of course it  is to be hoped
that  handpump! wi l l  be insta l led to  d ispense t rad i t ional  a les f rom the Whi tbread range When the pub

re-opens in  Ju ly .
Up unti l  now, the Green Man has been the only one of Whitbread's four pubs in Royston not to have any
real ale. The three free houses, the Coach and Horses, the BullHotel and the Chequers al l  sel l  real ale. This
only leaves the two local regional brewers' houses in the town with no real ale: Greene King's Boars Head
and McMullen's Banyers Xotet. With three major social clubs in Royston offering real ale and the town
surrounded by v i l lage pubs se l l ing real  a le ,  th is  is  a  l i t t le  surpr is ing.
J.F.F.
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REAL ALES IN HERTFORDSHIRE
We also Pride ourselves thattheY

are al l  in the best of  condit ion.
Outside Barbecue now in ful l  swing.

Why nottry our menu of hot and cold meals at
luncht ime and bar snacks in the evening'

Chi ldrens Pony r ides atWeekends'

PLEASE NOTE NO COACHES
INCLUDING MINIBUSES



TIED HOUSES IN AND AROUND HERTFORDSHIRE

Part  One
These days there is a vast range of beers avai lable in Hertfordshire freehouses, butthere is always a certain pleasure in drinking a beer in i ts own

tied house, surrounded by the trappings of that bre*"ry's part icular style. For example, I  always enioy drinking Hook Norton beers more in one of

t h e i r p u b s t h a n i n a f r e e h o u s e b e c a u s 6 t h e i r t i e d h o u s e s h a v e s o m u c t r c h a r a c t e r , a n d t h e b e e r i s s o m u c h c h e a p e r !  N o w t h a t t h e b e t t e r w e a t h e r i s

with us and day tr ips are worthwhile, I  thought i t  would be interesting to see how many dif ferent breweries t ied houses are within thirty miles of

Tr ing ,exc lud ing thosea l readywi th in the to* :n ( " .g  Bensk insandABC)  andLondon.on ly thosese l l ingrea la leare l i s tedofcourse .

Brewery
Wethered
Char les  Wel ls
Whi tb read
McMul len
Fu l le rs
Truman
Char r i  ng ton
Scott ish & Newcastle
Banks  & Tay lo r
Manns
Mor land
Greene K ing
Morre l l s
Brakspear
H a l l s
To l l y  Cobbo ld
Usher
Wadworth
Hook Norton
Gales
Friary Meux
James Pa ine
Rayment
Young
(Part Two : within 30 miles of Royston)
Adrian Jolliffe

Distance
4  m i l e s
6  mi les
6  mi les
7  m i l e s
7  mi les
7  m i l e s
7  mi les
8  m i l e s
8  m i l e s
8  Mi les

1 0  m i l e s
1 2  m i l e s
1 3  m i l e s
1 5  m i l e s
1 5  m i l e s
1 6  m i l e s
1 7  m i l e s
22 mi les
25 mi les
2 6  m i l e s
2 7  m i l e s
28 mi les
29 mi les
0 miles

Pub nameand location
Fu l l  Moon,  Hawr idge,  Bucks .  (near  Chesham)

Stag, Mentmore, Bucks. (near Leighton Buzzard)
Swan, Northal l ,  Bucks. (near Leighton Buzzardl

WhiteHorse, Bourne End (near Hemel Hempstead)
Aristocrat, AYlesbury

King'sArms, Chesham
RedLion, Chesham

HeathPark, Boxmoor
Crown &Sceptre, Bridens Camp (near Hemel Hempstead)

Dove, Wing, Bucks.
Whiteleaf Cross, Princes Risborough, Bucks.

White H orse. ChorleYwood
King 'sHead,  Ch innor ,  Oxon.  (near  Pr inces  R isborough)

Shoulderof Mutton, Kingston Blount, Oxon
Ange l .  Long Crendon,  Bucks .  (near  Thames)

Speed thePlough. Barton-le-Clay, Beds.
Swan, Grendon Underwood, Bucks. (off  ,A41)
Star. Stanton St. John, Oxon. (near Oxford)

PeytonArms, Stoke LYne, Oxon.
Fox ,  Cane End,  Oxon.  (near  Hen leY)

P ineapp le ,  Dorney ,  Bucks .  (near  S lough)
Newlnn,  Sandv,  Beds .
WhiteHorse, Wareside

Crown, ChertseY, SurreY.

HERTFORDSHIRE INNS -

New Edition
Hertfordshire Publications are preparing for publ icat ion a new
edit ion of Hertfordshire Inns by the late W. Branch Johnson, f i rst
oub l i shed in  two vo lumes in  1962-63.
Preparation is expected to take at least two years. l t  wi l l  not be
possible to repeat the pioneering research undertaken by Branch
Johnson for the original edit ion, but a great deal of new information
has since come to l ig ht and the pu bl ishers are a nxious to achieve the
most accurate and comprehensive revision possible. For this they
wi l l  be  heav i l y  dependent  upon loca l  knowledge and the
cooperation is being sought of museums, local history societ ies and
many local historians throughout the county.
Branch Johnson's work contained brief historical notes about inns,
taverns and beer houses which had been in existence before 1860
and were st i l l  l icensed in 1960, together with a few later houses
which had special points of interest. l t  is intended to use the same
criteria, but since t ime has moved on, a good number of houses f irst
l icensed between 1860 and 1900, and several of later date, wi l l  be
included among those of special interest. Information about houses
which no longer exist as l icensed premises wil l  also be considered
for inclusion i f  they are of suff icient interest or importance,
regardless of their earl iest known dates.
Can you assist with the f irst stage of this project? The publishers
would l ike to hear from you i f  you can correct or up-date entr ies in
the f irst edit ion of the book, or i f  you could suggest addit ional houses
which might be worthy of inclusion. ln addit ion to dates, former
names of the house and names of owners and l icencees, detai ls of
historical associat ions and anv anecdotes or stories associated with
the premises are required, with quotations and sources i f  possible.
Please write direct lv to:
Arthur Jones
Hon. Editor, Hertf ordshire Publications.
Five House Cottages, Sandon Road,
Therfield, Royston, Herts. SG8 9RE
It would be appreciated i t  you could write by the end of June, at least
to indicate your interest; detai led information can fol low later in the
vear.



DICKENS AND STEVENAGEPUB OFTHE MONTH PUBS.
North Herts

Axe & Compasses, Braughing
TheAxe and Compasses, in the picture-book vi l lage of Braughing,
famous for i ts sausages, is a grade two l isted bui lding. County
records state that the bui lding dates form the early 1800s but some
beams in the bedrooms have been dated to around 1400 and have
obviously been reused. l t  was held by one Sarah Lawrence in 1806 as
a pub l ic  house.
In recent times the Axe and Compasses has been renovated
internal ly. opening up the small  rooms inside, but st i l l  leaving a
separate, tradit ional publ ic bar. There are plans to extend the
bu i ld ing  th is  summer .
Meals are avai lable in the Axe and Compasses lunchtimes (except
Sundays) and every evening, including Sundays in the cricket
season. Barbecues are held on summerweekends. There is a close
associat ion with the vi l lage cricket club during the summer months;
the cricket f ield is behind the pub and there is direct access to the
beer garden.
Wethered's Bitter and Samuel Whitbread's Strong Ale are always
available on two of the three handpumps, the third being occupied in
turn by other beers from the Whitbread range. Come along on the
evening of June 26th to sample the ales and for a welcome from Tom
and Helen Cousins. Take the southern tu rning from the B 1368 i f  you
wish to avoid the ford and you wil l f ind theAxe &Compasses atthe
farend ofThe Street.
J.F.F.

South Herts

The Woodman, Wi ldhi l l
TheWoodman Wi ldh i l l  has  been one o f  my favour i te  pubs  in  South
Herts for many years and I was pleased when i t  was voted Pub of the
Month  by  the  res t  o f  my campaign ing  co l leagues.  The pub won
aga ins t  s t i f f  oppos i t ion  and is  a  t rue  loca ls '  loca l .  In  many ways  i t  i s
the pu b that t ime forgot, one of the last pu bs in Hertfordsh ire to have
a "Tap Room".  The beer  Greene K ing  Abbot t  and LP.A.  i s  a lways  in
exce l len t  cond i t ion  and a  bas ic  who lesome menu is  p rov ided
luncht imes.  A l l  th is  and the  cheapest  beer  p r ices  in  a  ten  mi le  rad ius
( i f  no t  fu r ther )  have pu t  the  pub in  the  G.B.G.  w i thout  hes i ta t ion .
Although a l i t t le bit  out of the way i t  is well  worth f inding winter or
summer  a l i ke .  As  a  f r iend  once sa id  to  me i ts  the  p lace  where  the
Dustmen chat to the Doctors.
Congra tu la t ions  to  Dave and Ann no t  on ly  fo r  a  p leasant  even ing  on
the 25th March but for running the sort of pub that makes every visi t
a  p leasure .
Steve Bury

Ear ly  one sunny  morn ing  in  mid-June 186 '1 ,  a  s t ranger  wa lked f rom
Knebworth House to Stevenage for breakfast at one of the High
Street pubs. The travel ler was Charles Dickens and the hostelry he
stopped at was the Red Lion' Dickens was passing through
Stevenage on  h is  way to  v is i t  James Lucas  the  famous hermi t  o f
Redcoat i  Green,  (commemorated  in  the  name o f  the  Hermi t  o f
Redcoats pub at Titmore Green). The meeting between Dickens and
Lucas provided the basis for the story of 'Tom Tiddler 's Ground'
pub l i shed in  the  magaz ine 'A l l  the  Year  Round 'a t  Chr is tmas 1861.
The early part ofthe story describes in detai l  the passage of Dickens
through Stevenage,  D ickens  tak ing  the  persona o f  the  'T rave l le r '  in
the  s to ry ,  and the  Red L ion  renamed as  the  'Pea l  o f  Be l l s ' .
The Red L ion  was (and is )  one o f  the  o ldes t  l i censed houses  in
Stevenage,  be ing  recorded as  ear ly  as  1676,  be fore  wh ich  t ime i t  was
known as  the  Ho l lybush.  An a lehouse ra ther  than a  coach ing  inn ,  the
Red L ion  was to  take  a  beer  on ly  l i cence in  the  1870s,  a l though in
1 861 i t  enjoyed a ful l  l icence. Possibly because of the t ime of day-this
was in  the  era  o f  l ibera l  open ing  hours-D ickens  res is ted  the
temptation of Simpsons Best Stout, the only draught beer sold on
the  premises  a t  the  t ime,  and had ' chops  and tea ' .  Perhaps  i f  he  had
indu lged in  a  l i t t le  a lcoho l ic  fo r t i f i ca t ion ,  h is  descr ip t ions  o f
S tevenage and the  hermi t  whom he scorn fu l l y  tagged Mr .  Mopes,
would have been less scathing. As i t  was, his picture of Stevenage
High Street as 'wide for i ts height, si lent for i ts size and drowsy in the
du l les t  degree '  has  remained,  re in fo rc ing  the  er roneous impress ion
tha t  a f te r  the  open ing  o f  the  ra i lway  and the  end o f  the  coach ing  era
Stevenage stagnated unti l  the arr ival of the New Town. The Red
L ion .  w i th  i t s  ' l i t t le  sanded par lour '  ( the  present  pub l i c  bar )  i s
descr ibed as  'humble ' ,  and indeed t rade was qu ie t  compared w i th
some o f  the  la rger  and more  modern  dr ink ing  p laces  in  S tevenage.
Surviving brewery records show that the Red Lion sold less draught
beer . than any  o ther  S impsons house in  S tevenage,  and George
Gay ler , the  land lo rd  in  1861,  wasa sadd leraswel l  asa  pub l ican
Having left  the Red Lion, Dickens qalked up the High Street, past the
White Lion, formerly the most important coaching inn in Stevenage,
and poss ib ly  the  o ldes t  surv iv ing  l i censed house w i th  records  go ing
back  to  1653.  H is  descr ip t ion  o f  the  inn  was hard ly  compl imentary ,
remark ing  on  the  apparent 'bareness  o f  the  obso le te  Inn  and Inn
Yard'.  The White Lion in the 1860s housed the local excise off ice,
where  the  keeoers  o f  beerhouses  wou ld  purchase the i r  annua l
l icences to sel l  beer. Noting the descript ion 'Excise Off ice',  'not yet
faded out from the gateway',  Dickens saw this as ' indicating the very
last thing that poverty could get r id of ' .  With that, Dickens departed
for Redcoats Green.
The Red Lion. for al l  i ts rust ici ty, must have met with Dickens
approva l ,  as  a t the  end o f the  day  (and o f the  s to ry ) ,  he  re tu rned fo r
supper ,  a long w i th  a  t inker  who had a lso  spent  the  day  a t  Redcoats
Green.  Hopefu l l y  th is  t ime he  t r ied  the  beer  !
The Red Lion and the White Lion are by no means the only l icensed
houses in Stevenage with Dickensian connections. At the south end
of Stevenage, just before the Six Hil ls, stood three houses bui l t  by
the Guild of Literature and Arts. This was a charity formed by Bulwer
Lvtton and Dickens to help impecunious writers and art ists.
Or ig ina l l y  a  communi ty  o f  a r t i s ts  was to  be  se t  up  in  the  grounds o f
Knebwor th  House,  bu t  the  th ree  houses  in  London Road,  were  bu i l t
instead. Thev were under construction at the t ime of the visi t  of
D ickens  in  1861 bu t  were  no t  fo rmal ly  ded ica ted  un t i l  Ju ly  1865.  In
1864 a pub had been opened almost opposite these l i terary
almshouses. l t  was cal led'Our Mutual Friend' after Dickens's current
nove l ,  a  more  su i tab ly  we lcoming name than tha t  o f  an  ear l ie r  nove l
ded ica ted  to  the  Gu i ld  o f  L i te ra tu re  and Ar ts 'B leak  House ' .  Leased to
Fordhams, the Mutual Friend long outlasted the Guild of Literature
and Arts whose houses were sold in 1897, after the trustees had
fa i led  to  f ind  any  wr i te rs  o r  a r t i s ts  w i l l i ng  to  submi t  to  char i ty .  Our
Mutual Friend profi ted from the boom in cycl ing at the end of the
nineteenth century, and later from the general increase in traff ic on
the  A1,  f ina l l y  c los ing  in  1963.  A f te r  a  b r ie f  spe l l  as  a  Br i t i sh  Ra i lways
soc ia lc lub ,  the  bu i ld ing  was demol ished,  bu t  a  new pub o f  the  same
name had been bu i l t  in  Broadwater  Crescent  wh ich  o f  course
remains  today .
The most  recent  reminder  o f  the  D ickens ian  assoc ia t ions  o f
Stevenage is the Tom Tiddlers Tavern in Fi ley Close. Named after the
s tory  based on  hermi t  Lucas ,  th is  es ta te  pub was bu i l t  a long w i th  the
deve lopment  o f  the  Symonds Green area .
Hugh Madgin.

PLANNING NEWS
Amongst recent submissions to North Hertfordshire Distr ict Counci l
was  an  app l ica t ion  fo r  l i s ted  bu i ld ing  consent  fo r  a  two s to rey  s ide
and rear extension to the Fox & Hounds, High Street, Barley. This
wou ld  a l low an inc rease in  the  ex is t ing  bar  a rea .

Whenitcomesto
GountryBest-

DlcDlullen deliuer
ln 1827 Peter McMullen founded his brewery in

Hertford.Today it isstillvery much a family business'
ernploying traditional time-proven methods of
brewinq.  handed down through each

. eeneration. Because McMullen firmly believe
l '  when i t comes to f i necask -

conditioned ales and greal
' ') . lagers they do things

tnfieritoiIrt ir. since 1827



BRANCH DIARY
8o.m.  Leon Rosse lson a t  Ware  Fo lk

HERTFORDSHIRE NORTH BRANCH
Thursday 5th June
Pub o f  the  Yearsoc ia la t the  Maiden 's  Head,  Whi twe l l ,  Sp .m.
Thursday 19th June
Branch meet ing  a t  the  Crown,  Bunt ing ford ,  8p .m.
Thursday 26th June
Pub o f  the  Month  soc ia l  a t  the  Axe & Compasses ,  Braugh ing ,  Sp.m.
Thursday 3rd July
Ant i -soc ia l  in  Ba ldock  -  meet  8p .m.  sharp  a t  the  Rose & Crown
Contact Peter Clarke a Stevenage 65957

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
Monday 2nd June
Committee meeting atthe Barley Mow, Tyttenhanger, Sp.m.
Tuesday 1Oth June
Anti-social/pub survey. Meet at the Plough, Flamstead End near
Cheshunt  a t  8p .m.  sharp .  Good tu rnout  p lease !
Tuesday 17th June
Branch meeting at the White Hart,  Welwyn, 8p.m. in meeting room
across the yard.
Monday23rdJune
Annua l  Midsummer  ramble .  Meet  a t  the  t r iangu la t ion  p i l la r  in  the
midd le  o f  Burnham Green OS 263166 a t  8p .m.  p rompt .  F ive  pubs
from f ive brewers and pray for clement weather. Al l  welcome; wear
stout footwea r.
Tuesday lstJuly
Pub o f  the  Month  soc ia l  fo r  June(  !  )  a t  P inks  Hote l  near  Shen lev .
Contact Adraan Jolliffe r St. Albans 69675

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Wednesdaytlth June
Social atthe King's Head, Bushey l leath,8p.m.
Wednesday 11th June
Branch meeting at Blakes Beer Cellar, Watford, gp.m.
Friday 13th June
Pub crawl in London; phone Contact.
Wednesday 18th June
Hertfordshire Pub Guide Surveys.
Saturday2Sth June
Treasure Hunt start ing atthe Sportsman, Croxley Green,6p.m.
Contact Tony King r Garston 6725,i7

MID.CHILTERNS BRANCH
Tuesday 3rd June
Branch meet ing  a t the  Oueens Head,  Long Mars ton ,8 .30p.m.
Tuesday 17th June
Anti-social.  Start at the Red Lion, Potten End, 8.30p.m. and f inish at
the  Anchor ,  Bourne End.
Monday 23rd June
Jo in t  soc ia l  w i th .Av lesbury  Va le  and Wycombe Branch a t  the
Chequers ,  P i ts tone,  8 .30p.m.
Tuesday lstJuly
Anti-social around Hemel Hempstead. Start at the Boars Head,
P icco t ts  End,8 .30p.m.
Contact Ken Smith twatford31226

PUB NEWS
A be la ted  we lcome to  Pat  and Ted Wickenden who are  runn ing  the i r
f irst pub, the Well ington Arms. Woodford Road, Watford. The pub
has recently re-opened fol lowing redecoration and now has
Websters Yorkshire Bitter and Trumans Best Bit ter on handpump.
The Royal Oak free house in Bushey has been bought by Charles
Wells- l t  is rumoured that other brewers' beers, in part icular Ful lers
London Pr ide  and Everards  T iger ,  m igh t  con t inue to  be  ava i lab le .

1s t  June Ware :  Brewery  Tap,8p .m.  Leon Hosse lson a t  ware  Fo lK
Club.
6th June Stanstead Abbotts: Crown. Singaround at Hoddesdon Folk
C l u b .
7th June Royston: North Star. Action Aid: Barbecue, Live Bands,
Games and Sta l l s ,  2p .m. -1  1 .30p.m.
8th J u ne Ware: B rewery Tap, 8p' m. Singarou nd at Wa re Fol k Clu b'

1 3th Ju ne Stanstead Abbotts: Crown. Pete Castle at Hoddesdon Fol k

C lub .
15 th  June Ware :  Brewery  Tap,8p  m.  E l l ie  E l l i s  and Sarah Grey  a t

Ware  Fo lk  C lub .
20th June Stanstead Abbotts: Crown. Steve Turner at Hoddesdon
Fo lk  C lub .
22nd June Datchworth Green: Plough, 1 1a.m. Five mile fancy dress
Fun Run round v i l lage .  Ent ran ts ,  sponsors  and marsha ls  we lcome'

Proceeds to Heart Research.
22nd June Ware :  Brewery  Tap,  8p .m.  Chauntec leer  a t  Ware  Fo lk

C l u b .
22nd June Puckeridge: Buffalo's Head. Jazz and Barbecue (weather
permi t t ing)  f rom 12 noon.
26 th  Ju  ne  Reed:  Cab ine t ,  9 .15p.m.  S tandon Mor r is  Men.
27th June Stanstead Abbotts: Crown. End of season Extravaganza
at  Hoddesdon Fo lk  C lub .
29th June Ware: Brewery Tap, 8p.m. End of season Extravaganza at
Ware  Fo lk  C lub .
L is t ing  in  the  What 's  On co lumn is  FREE.  Send de ta i l s  to  the  Ed i to r  by
1  s t  J  u  l y  fo r  the  Aug us t  ed i t ion .

The Editor occasionally receives complaints that particular events
or items of news have not been mentioned in the Newsletter. The
explanation is always the same: nobody sent in the details. lf you

know about something of interest that has happened or is going to
happen, then write to the Editor yourself  I  Do not wait to complain
again that something has been left 'out.

Peter & Lesley Reynolds welcome you to

Rayments BBA* Greene King KK & Abbot

GOOD }IOTE COOKED FOOD
TONDAY TO SATURDAY

t BrentPelham22T

NOW AVAILABLE IN YOUR AREA

GOLDEN HILL, COTLEIGH, BATES,STAUSTELL,
BISH OPS, BUTCOMB E, SMILES, PARADIS E,

TH EAKSTONS, DEV ENISH, & SPI NG O

HILLS &THATCHERS RUIN CIDER.

RING :- ANDY WHITE (020 882 )43 1
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