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UPPORTS ALL-DA
After long del iberat ion,  Douglas Hurd, the Home Secretary,  has now announced that the
Government  i s  in  favour  o f  l im i ted  re fo rm o f  l i cens ing  hours  wh ich  wou ld  a l low a l l -day  open ing  o f
the  69 ,000 pubs  in  Enq land and Wales .
Mr  Hurd  is  unders tood to  be  in  favour  on ly  o f  l im i ted  measures  o f  l ibera l i sa t ion .  Th is  wou ld  a l low
l icensed premises  to  de termine the i r  own open ing  t imes be tween 11a.m.  and 11p-m. ,  thus
removing the much cr i t ic ised af ternoon break when publ ic houses have to c lose. The Home
Secretary,  however,  is  opposed to any extension of  hours beyond the normal c losing t ime of
1  1p .m.
Th'ere is though st i l l  no Government commitment to introduce ear ly legis lat ion to change what is
accepted  are  bu tda ted  l i cens ing  law,  Fo l low ing  de fea t  o f  the  Sunday shopp ing  b i l l  i n  Apr i l ,  the
Cab ine t  dec ided aga ins t  inc lud ing  such a  cont rovers ia l  i ssue as  l i cens ing  law re fo rm in  the
Oueen 's  speech fo r  the  nex t  sess ion  o f  Par l iament .  l f  pub l i c  reac t ion  is  favourab le ,  i t  i s  more  l i ke ly
to become a manifesto commitment for  the next Tory Government.  However,  there is a possibi l i ty
that the Government would be ready to back a pr ivate member 's bi l l  in the next session of
Par l iament,  provided i t  put forward only l imi ted reforms.
Nevertheless,  the Government 's support  is  a considerable advance for those campaigning for
l iberal isat ion.  Since the report  of  the Errol l  Commit tee in the 1970s, which favoured major reform,
Governments of  both part ies have backed away from tackl ing the dr ink laws, largely because of
wor r ies  tha t  i t  cou ld  lead to  an  inc rease in  a lcoho l  abuse.  Th is  seems to  ignore  the  inc rease in
alcohol  abuse that has resul ted f rom i ts al l -day ready avai labi l i ty  in supermarkets in recentyears.
A  recent  o f f i c ia l  s tudy  o f  the  more  l ibera l  d r ink ing  hours  in  Scot land,  where  a l l -day  open ing  is
permit ted,  showed that reform had led to more civ i l ised and sensible dr inking rather than to
increased consumpt ion ,  a l though women were  dr ink ing  more .
There has also been a growin!  c lamour f rom MPs aid the tour ist  industry for  reform, not to
ment ion CAMRA. More than 200 MPs from al l  part ies have signed a commons mot ion cal l ing for
the  Government to  in t roduce leg is la t ion  to  permi t  longer  and more  f lex ib le  open ing  hours .
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PUB OF THE MONTH
Herts North

Crown, Buntingford
The Herts North Pub of the Month forJuly is an attract ive l i f t le one
ba r f  ree house r ight on the market place in Bu ntingford's H igh Street.
The pub appears to have been known as the Crowned Lion in the
seventeenth century but, by the t ime i t  had been soid to Richard
F lower ,  b rewero f  Her t fo rd ,  in  1792 i thad becometheCrown.
More recently the pub was part ot the lnd Coope estate unti l  closed in
1984 S ince  the  beg inn ing  o f  1985 the  Crown has  been run  as  a  f ree
house by  Peter  and He len  Bur isky ,  run  so  we l l  in  fac t  tha t  they
mer i ted  immedia te  inc lus ion  in  the  Good Beer  Gu ide .  Redecora t ion
has  re ta ined the  essent ia l  charac ter  o f  th is  smal l  marke t  town pub.
Of part icular note is the fact that there are no keg bit ters on sale in the
Crown.  There  are  four  handpumps,  two o f  wh ich  d ispense Greene
King Abbot anC IPA with the other two offering a variety of guest
beers :  Fu l le rs  ESB,  Wadwor ths  6X and Ha l l  &  Woodhouse Badger
Best  B i t te r  a re  regu la r  favour i tes .  Peter  ensures  tha t  the  beers  a re
a lways  in  exce l len t  cond i t ion  and thus  have a  good fo l low ing
arnongst  loca l  d r inkers .  A lso  to  be  recommended is  the  food on
of fe r :  mea ls  a re  ava i lab le  luncht imes and even ings .
To t ry  the  Crown fo r  yourse l f  why  no t  come a iong on  the  even ing  o f
T h u r s d a y  3 1 s t  L u l y  -  o r  a n y  o t h e r  t i m e ;  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  u s u a l  h o u r s  t h e
pu b  is  open u  n t i l  4p .  m.  on  Mondays  to  serve  the  marke t .
J . F . F .

South Hens

The White Horse, Hertford
Cong ra tu l a t i ons  t o  l an  and  Jane t  Ha rvey  o f  t he  Wh i t e  Ho rse ,  Cas t l e
S t ree t ,  He r t f o rd ,  who  won  t he  Ap r i l  Pub  o f  t he  f \ 4on th  awa rd  f r om
H e r t s  S o u t h  B r a n c h .  I n  t h e  s h o r t t i m e  t h a t  l a n  a n d  J a n e t  h a v e  b e e n  i n
cha rge ,  s t r ong  suppo r t  has  been  ga ined  f r om l oca l  d r i nke rs  f o r  t he i r
t i n y  un ique  pub  and  t he  renova t i ons  t ha t  t hey  a re  ca r r y i ng  ou t .  Work
p rog resses  s tead i l y  on  t he  i n t e r i o r  o f  t he  pub  and  a l r eady  genu ine
beams  o f  an t i qu i t y  have  been  exposed  f r om unde inea th  t he  wa l l
pane l l i ng  t oge the r  w i t h  two  huge  f i r e  p l aces .  These  w i l l  f ea tu re
s t rong l y  i n  t he  comp le ted  renova t i ons  bu t  l an  i s  qu i ck  t o  s t r ess  t ha t
ano the r  " beams  and  b rasses "  pub  (o f  wh i ch  He r t f o rdsh i r e  has  a l l
t o o  m a n y )  i s  n o t  b e i n g  c r e a t e d  h e r e .  H i s  a i m  i s  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e
cha rac te r  o f  t he  Wh i t e  Ho rse  l eav ing  i t s  a tmosphe re  i n t ac t .  l f  t h i s  i s
ach ieved  l oca l  d r i nke rs ,  punch -d runk  by  t he  recen t  spa te  o f
homogene i t y  pe rpe t ra ted  by  b rewe rs  i n  t he  a rea ,  can  re l ax .  On  t he
bee r  f r on t  l an ' s  zes t  f o r  r ea l  a l e  has  resu l t ed  i n  a  r o ta t i on  o f  ove r  40
d i f f e ren t  a l es  i n  t he  l as t  f i ve  mon ths .  S i x  t o  e i gh t  bee rs  a re  no rma l l y
a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  M a u l d o n ' s  ( a  r a r e  m i g r a n t  f r o m  S u f f o l k )  u s u a l l y
f e a t u r i n g  i n  t h e  l i n e - u p .  A l l  b e e r  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l c i d e r  i s  s e r v e d  d i r e c t
f r om the  cask  and  t he  se lec t i on  o f  Ga le ' s  coun t r y  w ines  i s  t he  bes t
ava i l ab l e  i n  He r t f o rdsh i r e .  The  Wh i t e  Ho rse  i s  a l so  ga in i ng  a  s t ou t
repu ta t i on  f o r  i t s  home-made  f ood  ( you ' l l  need  t o  book  f o r
t r a d i t i o n a l  S u n d a y  l u n c h e s )  -  s o m e  o f  w h i c h  w a s  s a m p l e d  a t  o u r
p r e s e n t a t i o n  s o c i a l  e v e n i n g  o n  2 9  A p r i l .  T h e  B r a n c h  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
t h a n k  l a n  a n d  J a n e t  ( a n d  a  h a r d - w o r k i n g  B i l l  b e h i n d  t h e  b a r ) f o r t h e i r
wa rm  we l come  and  gene ros i t y  and  o f f e r  t hem good  w i shes  i n  a
ven tu re  t ha t  shou ld  p l ace  t he  Wh i t e  Ho rse  up  among  t he  coun t y ' s
f o remos t  f r eehouses .  Th i s  summer  i t  shou ld  be  d r y  -  hop  ove r  t o
He r t f o rd  f o r  a  quenche r .
LES MIDDLEWOOD

BRIGETONMETROPOIJE
AUGITST 5-9 1986

Open
Tues. August 5th: 6.00-11.00
Wed.-Sat. August 6th-9th :

11.00-2.30 5.00-11.00

Admission
f1 after 6.00. Free al l  other

t imes.
Free for accompanied

chi ldren.

Season Tickeis f2.50 and
free admission detai ls for
groups of 12 or more are
avai lable from CAMRA 34

Alma Road, St Albans, Herts.
AL1 3BW.

FIVE YEARS AGO
In July 1981 the Newsletter headlined the celebrations that were to
take  p lace  in  S t .  A lbans  to  mark  the  ten th  ann iversary  o f  CAMRA and
the centenary of St. Albans Licensed Victual lers Associat ion. At the
beer {est ival to be held, i t  was hoped that Victoria Bitter from the
county's then new brewery in Ware would be making i ts debut. Also
then new on the scene was the real ale off l icence in Albert Street,
Stevenage, opened, after local trade opposit ion, by CAMRA (Real
Ale) Investments. After a survey of al l  the pubs in Hertford, average
prices found for bit ter were: McMullen Country 51 p, Greene King IPA
53p, Ind Coope Bitter 54p and Bass 56p a pint.

tifts up Herts.
Benskins Bit ter Draught BurtonAle



DRINKING IN BERMUDA GOTTA LOTTA BOTTLE?
There are no local ly produced beers in Bermuda, but a variery of
types are imported: Becks, St. Pauli ,  Amstel from Eurooe;
Budweiser, Mil ler from the U.S.A. and various keg and bott led beers
from the U.K.: Courage Bitter and Lager, bott led Bass and even
Watnev 's  Red Bar re l !
Along with beer, practical ly everything has to be imported into
Bermuda, so this, together with the local currency being based on
the  U.S.  Do l la r ,  makes  eveMhing  very  expens ive .  Genera l l v  a  330m1
bot t leo f  beercos ts$2.50  { t l  .70) .
Pubs are modelled on the English style with beams, orasses, etc. to
attract the many American tourists. They al l  have restaurants
a t tached and are  usua l ly  loca ted  in  Hami l ton ,  the  cap i ta l ,  o r  in  one o f
the  smal l  v i l lages  or  towns.  Here  is  a  b r ie f  gu ide  to  some Bermud ian
puDs:  -
Ye Olde Cock and Feathers On the waterfront in Hamilton. Live music
most  n igh ts ,  popu lar  w i th  the  young.  F ive  handpumps,  a l l  fo r
decora t ion l  Usua l  range o f  impor ted  beers  p lus  Car lesburg  Stou t  _
very tasty.
Henry  V l l l  Near  the  beaches on  the  south  coas t .  Up marke t  pub and
res taurant ,  very  expens ive .  Ten handpumps fo r  show on ly ,  p lus  a
l rgn  proc la iming  "Rea l  A le" .  Watney 's  Red on  keg,  bu t  bo t t led
Guiness  ava i lab le  (Fore ign  Ex t ra  S tou t  -  s t ronger  than usua l  in  the
U.K. ) .  H i la r ious  and ra ther  obscene Eng l ish  p ian is t /comedian  most
nights.
Robin Hood Just outside Hamilton. Trendy meeting place for the
young.  Good va lue  food and Happy Hour  17 .00  -21 .00  w i th  beer
$1.50  a  bo t t le .  Three bars ,  one w i th  a  TV showing the  U.S.  mus ic
channe l  MTV l i ve  (very  en ter ta in ing  ! ) .
White Horse On the waterfront in St. Georges, Bermuda,s second
town.  N ice  se t t ing  w i th  a  good range o f  beers  inc lud ing  Gu iness .
S lowserv ice  and a  sur fe i t  o f  loud  Amer ican tour is ts  on  ou iv is i t .
A l l  in  a l l  Bermuda is  a  wonder fu l  p lace .  l t  has  c lear ,  b lue  water ,
dazzl ing pink beaches, picturesque, white roofeo nouses, verv
f r iend ly  loca ls  and a  reasonab le  se lec t ion  o f  beer .  l t  i s  a lso  very
expens ive ,  so  lwon ' t  compla in  when lcome to  pay  C1 fo r  my p in t  in
Hertfordshire !
Tim Bracey

WALLINGTON REALALE
AND STEAM FESTIVAL

JULY 26th 1986
IN THE VILLAGE HALL

A VARIED SELECTION OF
REAL ALES AT LUNCHTIME

AND EVENING. BAR
EXTENSION

Recent Brewers Society f igures show that UK beer production fel l  by
51 mi l l ion  p in ts  in  March ,  a  d rop  o f  60 /o  oye t  March  1985.
Undoubted ly  there  are  nranv  fac to rs  cont r ibu t ing  to  th is  cont inu ing
dec l ine ,  no t  the  leas t  o f  wh ich  is  the  sp i ra l l ing  pr ice  o f  a  p in t .  Whi le
the  Chance l lo r  o f  the  Exchequor  g rac ious ly  le f t  the  du ty  on  beer
unchanged th is  year ,  the  brewers  themse lves  show no res t ra in t  in
the i r  p r ic ing  po l i c ies .  As  a  resu l t ,  many pub-goers  have reduced the
f requency  o f  the i rv is i t s  to  the  bar  and are  choos ing  to  d r ink  a t  home,
e i ther  b rewing  fo r  themse lves  or  buy ing  f rom o f f - l i cences  and
su perma rke ts .
Now the  b ig  b rewers  appear  to  have h i t  on  another  way to  reduce UK
beer  p roduc t ion  -  by  wean ing  the  b ig  spend ing ,  b ig  d r ink ing  '18-30
year  o lds  o f f  home produced beer  and la rger  and on  to  impor ted
bot t led  beers  se l l ing  a t  p remium pr ices .  Whi tb read have been
promot rng  the  Be lg ian  Logurg  and more  recent ly  the  Canad ian
Moosehead.  Courage have the  or ig ina l  Czech Budweiser ,  wh i le  Ind
Coope have come up w i th  the i r  own b izar re  o f fe r ing ,  Smi thwicks
f rom l re land.  The oppor tun i ty  to  sample  some in te res t ing  and
genu ine  fo re ign  beers  i s  to  be  we lcomed,  bu t  one cannot  he lo  be ino
susp ic ious  o f  the  b ig  b rewers  mot ives .  One poss ib le  exp lanat ion  i i
that they may well  be hoping to convert suff icient drinkers to start
p roduc ing  keg vers ions  under  l i cence in  th is  count ry .  Undoubted lv
they  wou ld  then re ta in  the  premium pr ices  bu t  reduce the  s t rength ,
jus t  as  Watneys  d id  w i th  Fos ters  and A l l ied  d id  w i th  Oran ieboom ind
Cast lemaine  XXXX.
Footnote: In Scott ish & Newcastle's new American style bar at the
Noke near  S t .  A lbans ,  cur ious ly  t i t led  the  Ba l t imore  Bean Company,
there is a range of these imported bott les, most of them EuroDean
ra ther  than Amer ican,  a l l  se l l ing  a t  t1 .25  fo r  a round ha l f  a  p in t .  Be
warned:  i t s  no t  jus t  the  bo t t led  beers  tha t  a re  p r icey  here .  No rea l
ales are offered but a pint of f izzy Newcastle Bitter wi l l  set you back
f  '1 .10 .  And a f te r  a  p in t  o f  tha t  your  sys tem won ' t  need any  beans !
G.A,

McMULLENS STRENGTHEN
FAMILY CONTROL
McMul lens  o f  Her t fo rd ,  among the  most  qu ie t  and pr iva te  o f
b rewers ,  have been e f fec t ing  a  cap i ta l  reorgan isa t ion  p lan  tha t  o ther
fami ly  independents  who w ish  to  s tay  tha t  way  cou ld  do  worse  than
copy.  The complex  p lan  inc ludes  these fea tures :
-  The mak ing  o f  a  bonus  issue o f  o rd inary  and pre ference shares  to
ex is t ing  sharho lders .
-  New pre ference shares  made ava i lab le  to  the  ord inarv  and
pre fer red  shareho lders .
The new pre ference shares  are  to  be  t raded on  the  London s tock
exchange.  l t  w i l l  be  poss ib le  fo r  ex is t ing  shareho lders  to  ra ise  cap i ta l
by  se l l ing  the i r  new pre ference shares ,  w i thout  a l te r ing  the  ba lance
of  cont ro l  by  par t ing  w i th  the i rvo t ing  shares .
fu lcMul lens  have never  fea tured  in  any  o f  the  cur ren t  takeover
specu la t ion .  And th is  i s  un l i ke ly  ever  to  a f fec t  them as  the  scheme
inc ludes  a  p lan  fo r  the  brewery  to  buy  i t s  own shares .  Th is  op t ion
wou ld  on ly  s t rengthen the  fami ly  cont ro l  o f  the  bus iness .

TIED HOUSES WITHIN 30 MILES OF ROYSTON
Pubs  i n  t he  t own  a re  exc l uded  and  rea la l e  houses  on l y  a re  l i s t ed

To l l y  Cobbo ld
Greene  K ing
Cha r l es  We l l s
I n d  C o o p e
J a m e s  P a i n e
Raymen ts
Bensk i  ns
M c M u l l e n s
Cha r r i ng ton
R ic l  ley
T ru  man
F u l l e r s
M a n n s
E a n k s  &  T a y l o r
Cou  rage
A , B , C ,
A d n a m s
T a y l o r W a l k e r
No rw i ch
Sco t t i sh  &  Newcas t l e
Adr ian Jol l i f fe

R e d  L i o n ,  B a s s i n g b o u r n ,  C a m b r i d g e s h i r e ,  2

B e l l . T h e r f i e l d ,  2  I  m i l e s

Waggon  &  Ho rses ,  Whaddon  Gap ,  Cambr i dgesh i r e ,  3  ' j  m i l es

K ings  Head ,  E lmdon ,  Essex ,  T  m i l es

New Inn ,  Sandy ,  Bed fo rosh i r e '  9  n r i l e s

Axe  &  Compasses ,  A rkesden ,  Essex ,  9  m i l es

Crown  &Th i s t l e ,  G rea t  Ches te r f o rd ,  Essex ,  10  m i l es

Wh i t eHa r t ,  Pucke r i dge ,  10  m i l es

F o x ,  W i l l i a n ,  L e t c h w o r t h '  I  1  r r i l e s

Sun ,  Sa f f  r on  Wa lden ,  Essex ,  
' l  
2  n r i l e s

Pv ram id ,  S tevenage ,  I 2  r l i l e s

New Found  Ou t ,  H i t cha r r ' ' l  4  t r r i l e s

Wh i t e  Swan ,  She f f o r c i ,  Bed fo rdsh  i  r e , ' 1 . 1  r t r  i  l e s

Wh i t e  Ho rse ,  Dead t r r a  t r s  C ross ,  nea  r  She f f o rd ,  Beds  . '

K i n q W i l l i a m l V , S a w b r i d g e w o r t h  t 8  r n r l e s

Sw in .  Go ld i r r g to r r  Bec l f o r< l  19  r r r i l e s

Red  L i on ,  G rea t  Wra t t i r t g ,  Su f f o l k ,  23  r r r i l e s

K inq  &T inke r ,  Wh i t ewebbs ,  G rea te r  Lo t rdo t r ,  26  r r r r l es

We i t  End  House ,  E l v .  Ca r r rb r i c i gesh i r e .  18  r r r i l e s

Rose &Cast le ,  M i l ton  Keyr res ,  Euck inghar lsh i re ,  30  n t i les



BRANCH DIARY WHAT'S ON ATYOUR PUB

HERTFORDSHIRE NORTH BRANCH
Thursday 3rd July
Ant i -soc ia l  in  Ba ldock ;  meet  in  the  Rose & Crown,  Sp.m sharp .
Thursday 17th July
Soc ia l  a t  the  Nor th  S tar ,  Roys ton ,  8p .m.
Thursday 31st July
Pub o f  the  Month  soc ia l  a t the  Crown,  Bunt ing ford ,  Sp.m
Thursday 7th August
Soc ia l  a t  the  Buf fa lo 's  Head,  Pucker idge,  8p  m.
Contact Peter Clarke a Stevenage 65957

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH
Tuesday 1 st July
Pub o f  the  Month  ( fo r  June! )  soc ia l  a t  P inks  Hote l ,  near  Shen ley ,
8 p . m .
Monday 7th Junly
Commi t tee  meet ing  a t the  Bar ley  Mow,  Ty t tenhanger ,  Sp m.
Tuesday 8th July
. . ro in t  soc ia l  w i th  Wat fo rd  &  D is t r i c t  Branch a t  the  Fox  & Hounds,
C r o x l e y  G r e e n , 8 p . m .
Tuesday 15th July
Branch meet ing  a t  the  Beeh ive ,  S t .  A lbans .  8p .m.
Tuesday 22nd July
Pub c rawl  o f  Wheathampstead:  meet  a t  8p .m.  in  the  Abbot  John,
then on  to  the  Bu l l ,  e tc .
Contact Adrian Jol l i f fe a St. Albans 69675

MID.CHILTERNS BRANCH
Tuesday 1st July
Ant i -soc ia l  in  Hemel  Hempstead:  meet  in  the  Boar 's  Head,  P ic ic t ts
E n d . 8 . 3 0 o . m .  a n d  f i n i s h  i n  t h e  L e a t h e r  B o t t l e ,  L e v e r s t o c k  G r e e n
R o a d .
Tuesday 8th July
Pub c rawl  o f  G rea t  Missenden s ta r t ing  in  the  Nag 's  Head,  8 .30p.m.
Tuesday 15th July
S o c i a l  i n  t h e  P o t t e r ' s A r m s ,  W i n c h m o r e H i l l , 8  3 0 p  m .
Tuesday 22nd July
Soc ia l  a t  the  Windmi l l ,  Ch ipper f ie ld ,  8 .30p m.
Tuesday 29th July
Soc ia l  a t the  Carpenter ' s  Arms,  S lap ton ,  8 .30p.m.
Contact Ken Smith a Watfo rd 31226

WATFORD & DISTRICT BRANCH
Contact Tony King c Garston 67 2587

PUB NEWS
Thatchers  C ider  i s  now ava i lab le  on  handpump in  the  P lough '
Wal l ing ton  wh ich  a lso  now has  a  range o f  vegetar ian  mea ls .  The
handpump has  d isappeared f rom the  Fo ld ,  S tevenage.

' loth July Nuthampstead: Woodman. Standon Morris Men at
9 . 1 5 o . m .
17th July Hertford: Standon Morris Men at the Two Brewers at
8 .15p.  m.  and a t  the  Whi te  Horse  a t  9 .15p.m.
24th July Bishops Stortford: Standon Morris Men at the Jol ly
Brewers  a t  8 .15p.m.  and a t  the  Fox  a t  9 .  i  5p .m.
31s t  Ju ly  Wares ide :  Whi te  Horse .  S tandon Mor r is  l / len  a t  9 .15p.  m.
Remember  tha t  l i s t ing  in  the  Whats  On co lumn is  FREE.  P lease use a
separa te  sheeto f  paper fo reach month  and send de ta i l s to the  Ed i to r
by  August  1s t  fo r  the  September  ed i t ion  and by  September  1s t  fo r
the  October  ed i t ion .

HEARTS OF GOLD
Thomas and Carol Lindores of the White Hart Tap in St. Albans have
hearts of gold - and now they've got a plaque to prove i t .  The couple
raised nearly f3,000 for charity last year through sponsored darts
matches, col lect ions and raff les. The money was for the Welwyn
Garden City and Hatf ield Mult iple Sclerosis Society of which
Thomas is branch president.
In  May Bensk ins  named Thomas and Caro l  l i cencees  w i th  a  Hear t  o f
Go ld  and presented  them wi th  a  hear t -shaped p laque,  p lus  f  150 fo r
the i rchosen char i ty .
"We have marve l lous  regu la rs  who have he lped a l l  the  way, "  sa id
Caro l .  Nex t  year  the  L indores  p lan  to  more  than doub le  the i r
charitable efforts at the White Hart Tap. with a target of f8,000.

Peter & Lesley Reynolds welcome you to
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Rayments BBA * Greene King KK & Abbot

GOOD HOME COOKED FOOD
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

n Brent Pelham 227
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