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Time Gentlemen

Please

estricted opening times, first introduced
during the First World War as an emer-

gency measure, may soon be a thing of
the past. The Government’s recent White Pa-
per on licensing reform addresses the many
anomalies and inconsistencies in the current
licensing system in England and Wales and
proposes some radical new measures.
Rather than a licence to cover both the pre-
mises (i.e. the pub) and the licensee, the pro-
posals are that there will be one licence to
cover the pub and another personal licence
for the individual. This personal licence would
be of 10 year duration (rather like a passport).
The personal licence would allow the holder
to sell or serve alcohol for consumption on or
off any premises possessing a premise licence.
The scheme would end the bureaucratic pro-
cedures when a pub changes hands at present.
To minimise public disorder resulting from
fixed closing times, flexible opening hours
would be introduced subject to consideration
of the impact on local residents.

@ Tough new powers for police to deal in-
stantly with violent or disorderly behaviour by
closing premises that rogue licence holders
have allowed to become the focus of such
behaviour.

@ Children would be allowed access to any
part of the licensed premises at the personal
licence holder’s discretion, but licensing au-
thorities would have the discretion to restrict
or deny access to unsuitable licensed premises.
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Thirsty CAMRA members count down the
minutes until opening time

Both personal and premises licences would be
granted by local authorities rather than by li-
censing magistrates as is the case at present.
The proposals herald the way for pubs to open
when the licensee wishes. It is doubtful
whether there will be many, if any,
Hertfordshire pubs that open 24 hours a day ,
but what we will see the end of is the dash for
a final pint (or pints) at 10.50 and then the
forced ejection of customers by 11.20 by the
licensee so that he does not put his licence in
danger by allowing drink to be consumed past
that time. Licensees will be able to be more
flexible in their opening hours

A more relaxed attitude to drinking should
ensue and we will be able to enjoy our last
pint of the night with out being urged to “drink
up please we’re way past time”.

But before this new era of drinking can occur
legislation must be passed and government
must be convinced that there is support for their
proposals. "Pints of View" therefore urges all

CAMRA South Herts Branch.
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our readers to voice support for the measures
by writing to: Philip Drummond, Home Office
Liquor, Gambling and Data Protection Unit
Room 1171, Queen Anne’s Gate, London.
SW1H 9AT

The full details of the White Paper can be found
on the Home Office’s web site at:
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/ccpd/liclaw.htm
In one, or at most two years time we may be
able to relax over a drink at 10.55pm knowing
that we are not about to have our ears assaulted
by the bell for time and be ejected twenty min-
utes later by mine host. Cheers.

March Budget bad
news for beer drinkers

"I ~he Chancellor of the Exchequer has
given British beer drinkers and produc-
ers more of the same by adding to ex-

cise duty yet again. Although it was only one

penny per pint an overall reduction was des-
perately needed to reduce the amount of cheap

French fizz that is daily crossing the channel.

The bootleggers will again be the only win-

ners. Over one million pints a day are now

being brought into Britain by increasingly
organised gangs.

Mike Benner, CAMRA Head of Campaigns

stated ” We are all paying for Britain’s high tax

policy through pub closures and job losses and
lower amenities in pubs due to lack of invest-
ment. This budget has done nothing to help
the 900,000 jobs this industry supports and the
only winners are the bootleggers and the

If you, the consumer, are having problems
with licensed premises that fail to give full
measure, do not display price lists, and
strength lists (Alcohol by volume)or
Business names, you are entitled to con-
tact the Trading Standards Office.

The Hertfordshire Office address is:

45 Grosvenor Road, St Albans, Herts ALT
3AW. Tel: 01727 813880

French brewers”. The government are blam-
ing the brewers for increases above inflation
and the brewers blame the government for ex-
cessive taxation. The truth is they are both ex-
ploiting you the customer.

Stealth Tax delayed

"Stealth Tax", well that’s a new one on us, but
all was explained in April’s "What's Brewing".
Apparently the IFBB (The Independent Family
Brewers of Britain) and the Society of Indepen-
dent Brewers are fighting the Customs & Ex-
cise on a top up tax on cask ale and a possible
compromise is in sight.

The problem is the imposition of duty on the
overfill brewers put into casks to avoid break-
ing weights and measures regulations. The tax
was due to have started from 1 January 2000
and would have raised £10-15 million a year,
a very small amount in comparison to excise
duty, but a very large sum for the independents
to find. The largest costs would be levied on
the smaller brewers who do not possess ex-
pensive measuring equipment - the cost of the
compliance would be higher than paying the
extra duty.

Old Cross Tavern

o

Real Ale Free House
"The way pubs used to be"
8 St Andrew Street, Hertford
Tel: 01992 583133

Food available lunchtimes
Monday-Saturday

SOUTH HERTS CAMRA
PUB OF THE YEAR 1999




Alive and Roaring in Great Offley

pologies to Mick and Yvette Collins of
Athe Red Lion, Kings Walden Road,

Great Offley, whose pub was reported
in the Pub Preservation article in issue 180 as
being closed. Nothing could be further from
the truth and a lot of hard work and personal
investment has taken place to rejuvenate the
16" century pub, which was in a sorry state
when they took over in E 3 i
May 1999. e
There have been E
changes locally, the Bull &
in the High Street closed
in 1998 becoming a

private house and the Prince Henry has been
converted into a Shaker Browns by Marstons
when they took over the pub. It is pleasing to
see the Collins’s who previously ran the Brit-
annia in Buckingham have kept the Red Lion
as a traditional country pub with no piped
music, fruit machines or television. There are
three separate drinking areas, which have been
tastefully redecorated and the main bar area
has an excellent inglenook fireplace. The se-
cluded garden overlooks a paddock and open
fields and there are five rooms all en-suite in
outbuildings separate to the pub. The Red Lion
has an extensive menu served seven days a
week including Sunday roasts with last orders
at 9.15pm.

The pub does close in the afternoon, opening
Mon- Fri 12-3 6-11pm Sat 12-4 6-11pm
Sun12-4 6-10.30pm.

The beer range is Greene King IPA, Tetley Bit-
ter and Marstons Pedigree. Guest ales are
Charles Wells Bombardier on sale now and
beers from Tring brewery during the summer
months.

Great Offley is situated in a beautiful part of
North Hertfordshire and the Red Lion is well
worth a visit.

White Hart Tap

4 Keyfisld Terrace St Albans
01727 860974

Greene King IPA
Adnams Broadside & Guest

Food Served
Friday & Saturday
Sunday Lunch

Live MMusic
Wednesday, Saturday
& Sunday

Large Beer Garden

All Welcome
Surf The Internet
www . whiteharttap.co.uk

THE COCK

ST. PETER'S STREET,
ST ALBANS
Tel: 01727 854816

Good value Food and Ale

Champion Beer of
'East Anglia 2000

The East Anglian Region of CAMRA has once again
decided to run a competition to find the Champion

Beer brewed in the area, along similar lines to the one run nationally to find the

Champion Beer of Britain each year.

CAMRA members living in the region are being invited to nominate their three

favourite local beers in priority order. The beers with the most votes will go

forward to the final judging in October, where a panel of experts will blind-taste

them to find the overall champions.

Eligibility for participation is restricted to East Anglia. Members voting must live,

and the beers nominated must be brewed, within the Region, which consists of

the counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and

Cambridgeshire. The beers must be regularly brewed, so seasonal or one-off

brews will not be eligible.

All votes must be accompanied with your CAMRA membership number and

sent, by 15 September 2000, to Paul Ainsworth, 9 Willingham Road, Over,

Cambridge, CB4 5PD.

Alternatively you can E-Mail your vote to paul.ainsworth@socserv.camenty.gov.uk
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: Address :
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| CAMRA membership number |
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THE BICCEST
PUB IN HERTS

South Herts CAMRA will once again, in
association with St Albans Leos club, be
hosting the largest beer festival in Herts and
the South East provinces at the St Albans
Arena between 27" and 30" September with
up to and possibly over 300 different
varieties of real ale, imported beers (includ-
ing real lagers) and ciders and perries
available.

Amongst the bars there will be one indluding
finalists from CAMRA’s champion beer of Britain
compefition as well as many regional and
festival winners. There will also be up fo twenty
different ciders and perries many with an
alcohol content of over 8%.
But if you prefer foreign tastes the imported
beer bars have beers from Belgium, Holland,
(zech Republic Germany and the USA with
others to follow.
The festival is however more than beer. There
will be live music, breweriana auctions, a quiz
and stands selling a variety of different products
from engraved fankards, T- shirts, books and
much much more.

Book it in your diary now!!!

WANT YOUR BUSINESS TO REACH
UP TO 8000 PEOPLE
AT THIS YEAR'S
ST ALBANS BEER FESTIVAL?
Ring John (01582 768478)
or Jim (01727 835674)

E-mail realales@yahoo.com

Elephant & Castle gets Pub of The Year Award

The Elephant & Castle at Amwell near
Wheathampstead is an outstanding
example of the success of a rural pub and
deserved winner of the runner up category in
the South Herts "Pub Of The Year" competition.
The enthusiastic landlord, Bob Muir, and his
wife Sue, formerly of the Moor Mill in Bricket
Wood, and The Chandos off Trafalgar Square,
have worked wonders to develop the pub’s
trade over the past four years and sales of real
ale have soared as a result. The pub must be
of one few to still take its leading real ale,
Greene King IPA, in 36 gallon casks, selling
three to four 36s a week, plus Abbot Ale,
Ruddles Bitter and monthly guest on a
rotational basis.

The picture on the right shows Phil Defriez of
South Herts CAMRA, presenting the award to

Bob Muir at the award ceremony in the pub
on 22 April.
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South Herts Chairman, Phil Defriez gives the
award to Bob Muir

Remember Rayments?

Recognise the building above? It’s an archive
shot of Rayments of Furneux Pelham, in
the far east of the country, which closed in 1987
when Greene King ratiionalised its operation
and closed the brewery, though the name sur-
vived for many years with Rayments Bitter
brewed at Bury St Edmunds.

It's just one in an all too long list of small
breweries that have been forced to close in
recent years. The list since 1990 makes for de-
pressing reading. Do you remember the
following?:

Alloa, Matthew Brown, Buckleys, Cannon,
Courage Bristol, Exchange, Flowers, Fremlins,
Greenalls, Gibbs Mew, Hansons, Hartleys,
Home, Higsons, Mitchells, Morland, Morrells,
Ruddles, Shipstones, Stones, Tetley Walker,
Trumans, Ushers, Vaux, Websters, and Welsh
Brewers

All these closures have meant that distinctive
local beers have either ceased to be produced
or have been brewed in alternative locations.
The replica beers in nearly every case have
borne no resemblance to the originals.
Whitbread are a prime example having closed

most of their breweries, they have contracted
out the brewing of several of their brands. Tro-
phy is being brewed by Hydes of Manchester,
while Fremlins (Faversham Kent ) and
Wethereds (Marlow Bucks) are to be produced
by Ridleys of Chelmsford.

THE FARMERS BOY
London Road, St Albans
Tel: 01727 766702

Home of Verulam Brewery

Open all day for homemade
food and drink
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Mildly Optimistic

he first week in May has always been the

traditional time when CAMRA promotes
Mild Beer in an effort to safeguard this
endangered style of ale.
What is Mild Ale? It is traditionally a dark,
but can be a light, low gravity, slightly
sweetish beer but with subtle bitter
overtones.
One landlord not afraid to promote mild in
John Tibble of The Carpenters Arms, who
often has a mild as his guest beer and offers
up to ten different milds a year which are
proving increasingly popular in his pub in
Cravells Road, Harpenden. During Mild
Week John had over six different milds on
offer from small micro brewers such as
Church End in the West Midlands to
Woodfordes in Norfolk and Skinners of Truro
in Cornwall.
This issue’s cover shows John Tibble and Phil
Defriez, Chairman of South Herts CAMRA,
pulling a pint at the branch’s Mild celeb-
ration at the pub on 6 May.

Ongar Beer Bestival
SHGC’SS

Congratu!alions to the Herts/Essex branch
of CAMRA whose Ongar Beer Festival
goes from strength to strength. It notched up
a further success this year and although
attendance was slightly down on last year

the customers stayed longer and drank more.
Organisers said it was the best yet, a virtual
sell-out. The Festival launched two new
beers from Green Tye Brewery, Mad Morris
and Tumbledown Dick, both of which were
well received. Beer of the Festival was
Oakham JHB.

Guines extended

he Old Guinea in Ridge, just south of

South Mimms, completed its extension
in March. The far end of the bar has been
knocked out to open up the pub’s rear room.
To do this the original stairwell to the staff
accommodation had to be removed and
new kitchens were provided at the same
time. The work has been very worthwhile:
customers can now make much better use of
the area, and have easy access to the
garden. The pub did not close during the
work and the full menu is available. The
new beer range is Greene King IPA, Adnams
Bitter and Youngs Special. It is good to see
investment in this pub with a worthwhile
extension to meet the increase in trade.

Trouble ot the Elag?

orrespondence has been received from

John Hurrell of Watford as follows. “The
Flag & Firkin Brewery has now been closed
and on a recent visit to the pub | found them
selling Greene King IPA and Adnams Bitter.
A Greene King Abbot Ale pump clip was
turned round so | presume that these three
beers are the regular real ale choice.
Unfortunately the IPA was poor and on
returning it to the South African barman, he
suggested that there was nothing wrong with
it. | pointed out that he would not drink
cloudy beer in his own country, so he went
off to show it to another member of staff,
who, having visited the cellar told me that
the beer had gone, so | could have Adnams
instead. A notice stated that the pub was

- Swift Halves

now owned by Bass Leisure Retail. As Bass
are, or so | believe, a brewery, was there any
reason to close the Firkin Brewery attached
to the pub? The original reason given was
that Firkin was owned by Punch Taverns (not
a brewer) and if they kept the breweries
going they would become subject to
regulation on the number of pubs they
owned. On the subject of Bass being a
brewer, why do we have a beer choice in
the Flag which has never been near a Bass
brewery?"

Editor’s comment

I am sorry that we did not have room to print
this letter in the last edition and hopefully
the service problems have been cured.

On the main issue “Punch Taverns” who
bought the complete Allied estate in August
last year, made the decision to close all the
Firkin Breweries. This was done because
they would have been outside the Monopo-
lies and Mergers Commission legislation as
the chain owned too many pubs. John is
correct, this should not apply to Bass, but
they have recently announced that they wish
to discontinue brewing.

Lin & Dick welcome
you to

The

Mermaid

98 Hatfield Road
St Albans
01727 854487

Homemade food a Speciality
(Lunchtime only)

Always three regular real ales
and two guests

It is sad that in the mad scramble to own a
larger tied estate (and therefore a larger share
of the market) the corporate giants will
sacrifice anything including a good micro
brewery chain.

OBITUARY

DENNIS WARD

It is with sadness that we have to report
that Dennis Ward died unexpectedly in
May, aged 63.

He was a keen member of the South
Hertfordshire Branch in the late 70’s and
early 80’s when he lived in Ware. Later
he took early retirement and moved to
Kings Lynn, becoming active within
West Norfolk branch.

Dennis was a keen fundraiser and
received an award from the branch for
his services locally and nationally.
For those of us who knew him, he will
be rememberd for his enthusiasm and
good humour.

THE WHITE
HORSE

Castle Street, Hertford

Now a Fuller's "Freestyle"
House

A minimum of seven cask ales
always available including at least
four guest beers

Tel: 01992 501950




