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Meltdown

A look at the biggest change in Britain’s
brewery ownership in 10 years
umours had been circulating in the
Rtrade press and business sections of
daily papers throughout May about the

future of Whitbread. In June Interbrew, the
Belgian Brewing

THE #I'TTER EXND

the regulators are only interested in Pub Own-
ing companies.

The biggest danger is that the supply to the
Pub Co’s will now be controlled by the three
remaining Brewing companies, ScotCo ( pre-
viously Scottish and Newcastle plus Courage)
Interbrew and Carlsberg Tetley, and they could
effectively exclude smaller independent brew-
ers from the distribution chain. For the cus-
tomer it would mean an

giant, completed a

£400 million take
over of all of ii\*ftlllu‘i’bl'(‘“

Whitbread’s brewing A‘%’i\'
interests. They then
bought Bass for 270

even further reduction of
choice, for the Indepen-
dents with smaller tied es-
tates it could mean severe

The World's Local Brewer | reduction in production or

worse, take over. The big

million.
The announcement will have all but ended
258 years of brewing by Whitbread who brew
Boddingtons and Flowers as well as Stella
Artois and Heineken under licence. Interbrew
also own Labatt’s in Canada as well as
Hoegaaden and Leffe and are quoted as say-
ing “ We very much look forward to working
with new breweries. It will be a case of tell us
about your dreams and how we can help”.
Hopefully Interbrew may also ask CAMRA the
same question.

Is this a Monopoly? The Whitbread deal was
automatically cleared by the government as
Interbrew officially at that time only owned
16% of the UK beer market and no pubs. When
Interbrew bought Bass this share then rose to
well over 30% and is now under investiga-
tion. It is predicted that it will get through as

three will be able to force down prices at source
when buying in guest beers from the Indepen-
dents, and raise prices at will to the consumer.

What they say about themselves

"Interbrew is distinctive among global
brewers in the way we build a local
power base. We do not just buy
breweries, we buy brands and
distribution. We have the expertise to
make a good brand even stronger - an
immediate asset - and a foundation for
the market development that will follow...
This strategy of global advance based on
strong regional platforms is aided by our
ability to adapt to local markets and
cultures..."

CAMRA South Herts Branch.
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Things have changed at...

THE ENGINEER

After a major refurbishment The Engineer, 12 St John's Road, Harpenden, has re-opened
maintaining a traditional feel but with a contemporary style.

We are pleased to announce our commitment to selling a range of real ales, with Tetleys and
Wadworth 6X a permanent feature, and two other permanent guest slots changing weekly.

With a family-friendly approach and an enclosed, gated garden and play equipment where
your children can play while you relax.

A full and varied menu is also available lunch time and evenings, seven days a week.

12 St Johns Road, Harpenden, Hertfordshire. Tel: 01582 469303

Lin & Dick welcome
you to

Old Cross

Tavern
The il

» (TTcrmaid %

98 Hatfield Road
St Albans
017927 854487

Real Ale Free House
"The way pubs used to be"

8 St Andrew Street, Hertford
Homemade food a Speciality Tel: 01992 583133

(Lunchtime only) Food available lunchtimes

Monday-Saturday

SOUTH HERTS CAMRA
PUB OF THE YEAR 1999

Always three regular real ales
and two guests




The
Verulam Way

This month we continue with our occasional
look at Hertfordshire’s independent small
breweries and visit St Albans’ Verulam Brewery.

ost brewers start their careers by
M experimenting with home-brew kits

on a kitchen table, but not so Viv
Davies, licensee of The Farmer’s Boy in London
Road, St Albans and brewer at the Verulam
Brewery at the rear of the pub.
He started his brewing career in the desert in
Libya. He explains: “ was working on the
oilfields as a welding engineer and being the
regime it was there was no beer on sale
anywhere. So with a few friends we made our
own. Most of the ingredients could be sourced
locally and I would take out some concentrated
hops. It wasn’t as difficult as you might
imagine".
When he left the oilfields he worked for
Courage for a year as a relief Manager in
various pubs up and down the country before
taking over The Red Cow in Harpenden in

1989 just as the guest beer ruling was
introduced through parliament. It seemed an
ideal opportunity to brew his own “guest” beer.
He sought advice from Springhead Brewery in
Newark, and several months later Harpenden
Special was born and let loose on an
unsuspecting Hertfordshire public, a beer, he
maintains, deliberately brewed to replicate the
mainly northern guest beers, such as
Theakston’s Best, that had proved so popular
in the pub.

With his partner, now his wife, Tina, he decided
to move into St Albans and purchased the Old
Wine and Ale Café in London Road in 1996,
returning it to its previous name The Farmer’s
Boy. Until his brewery was finished at the rear
of the pub he continued brewing Harpenden
Special at The Red Cow , then introduced a
second Verulam beer, “Farmers Joy”, which
was originally created for The St Albans Beer
Festival. Then came an I.P.A, all of which
remain in Verulam’s portfolio. A further
handpump dispenses Verulam’s "Beer of the
Month", which can be anything from a dark
mild to a cherry flavoured or wheat beer and
Viv also brews “VB lager” at Verulam.

All the beers sell at around £1.80 per pint and

their popularity has spread far and wide.
Together with a wide variety of food and
genial staff, it was perhaps not surprising that
the local branch of CAMRA named The
Farmer’s Boy their “Pub Of The Year” in
1998.

Viv is now more or less committed to brewing
full time and is spending less and less time in
the pub. “It’s what | had planned to do from
the start,” he says. “My aim is to brew good
beer. | now leave the running of the pub to
Tina and the rest of the staff.”

His brewery is a two-barrel plant but he can

manage three barrels at a push. He
brews a couple of times a week
and works alone but still enjoys
it. “I especially like to brew these
monthly beers and to experiment
with different ingredients", he says.
“Unfortunately | have developed
tennis elbow recently and have
had to enlist my son’s help in
cleaning the vessels.”

For the future he wants to

§| concentrate on the quality of his
{ beer and its dispense.

Opposite Top left: Viv inside his

d brewery.

Opposite Bottom left: Brewery
trips are available

| Left: Viv and Tina behind the bar

at The Farmer’s Boy

VERULAM BREWERY PORTFOLIO

Verulam Special (3.8%ABV)
A smooth, northern-style beer using
characteristic Fuggles hops.

Verulam I.P.A (4% ABV).
A light coloured, enthusiastically hoppy
ale brewed with Challenger hops.

Farmers Joy (4.5%).

A rich, full bodied, copper-coloured ale
brewed with Target hops, chocolate and
caramel malt.

ST. PETER'S STREET,

THE COCK

ST ALBANS
Tel: 01727 854816

GOOD VALUE FOOD & ALE
GREENE KING IPA, ABBOT,
BASS + 2 GUESTS
BUY A PINT OF IPA OR ABBOT
AND GET 1/2 PINT OF GUEST
ALE FREE (ONLY WITH THIS AD)

(NO PHOTOCOPIES)
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years and is bigger than ever,
with more photographs, an
easier index system to find
your way around, and many
town maps.
Editor Roger Filler says: "The
publication of this guide has
often been in doubt over the
last few months, and although
there are bound to be errors
in any guide of over 950
pubs, especially with the
upheavals that have
happened in the brewing
industry over the last few
months, | do believe it will be
a useful tool to any self-
respecting drinker in finding
their way around the pubs of

Model couple take
over model pub

The new licensees of The Three Horseshoes,
Winkwell, near Hemel Hempstead, on the
Grand Union Canal, are unlikely a pair
you'll find running a country pub.

He is ex-model Neil Frediani, who has
modelled for many top designers including
Hugo Boss, while his wife Juliana has twice
been crowned Miss Singapore and has
appeared in TV’s Baywatch series.

Neil is also a trained chef and has worked
throughout Europe. He says that he
appreciates real ale and the fact that The
Three Horseshoes is a traditional pub. It is
also regarded as one of the most picturesque
pubs in the county.

The two met in Singapore when Neil was
travelling and they plan to down roots in
Hertfordshire and re-build the pub’s
reputation.

New Herts Guide

The all-new Hertfordshire Guide to Real Ale
will be launched at this year’s St Albans
Beer Festival at the end of September. It is
the first all-county guide for almost five

Hertfordshire."
The guide is priced at only £4. After the
festival it will be available from CAMRA
Headquarters.in Hatfield Road, St Albans,
and from all good bookshops.

BLAGK
BOY

79 0Old Watford Road
Bricket Wood
01923 672444

Ist YEAR
GELEBRATION
BEER FESTIVAL

25th - 28th August
Families welcome
Bouncy Castle

Nethers

CAMRA boys g0 on
Suffolk Sluurp

id-Chilterns and Watford CAMRA

members braved the unseasonal
elements recently to travel to Clare in
Suffolk, home of Nethergate Brewery. They
were met by Tom Knox, Head Brewer, and
treated to samples of the newly-renamed
best bitter, Suffolk County, and their splendid
strong porter, Old Growler, before being
shown around the 30-barrel brewery which
is fitted into an old garage.
After a liquid lunch at the White Hart,
Stanstead, and a stop at the Cock at Brent
Eleigh, they moved on to Bildeston to
sample the Brett Vale Brewery beers at the
King’s Head. Next stop was Lavenham where
many of the buildings lean at extreme
angles, similar to many of the CAMRA
members by this time, no doubt. After a
quick stop at Bocking for a top up they
arrived back home early evening. All in all,
it seems it was an excellent day out.

W?ﬁ@f’d Beer Pestival

Ithough there are still a few details to be
confirmed, it is expected that the 6th
Watford CAMRA Beer Festival will be held in

the West Herts Sports Club, on the Friday
evening of 3rd. November, from noon
Saturday 4th and from noon to 3pm on
Sunday 5th. Entry will be free to CAMRA
members and members of West Herts Sports
club, and it is hoped to have about 35
different beers, cider and perry.

Pishy smells?

The landlord of a Bushey pub was recently
showing his customers the wonderful
array of aromas available in aerosols for
freshening his toilets. As well as lavender,
strawberry, vanilla etc, there was also one
labelled “female”.....

White Shield comes home

Worthington White Shield has
been brewed most recently at King &

Barnes brewery in Horsham Sussex but will
now be returning home to Burton on Trent. It
will be brewed by the Museum Brewing
Company on its site which is part of the Bass
Brewery Museum. White Shield is probably
Britain’s best known bottle-conditioned beer,
and had to find a new home after the
decision to close King & barnes brewery
following the company’s takeover by Hall &
Woodhouse.

THE WHITE
HORSE

Castle Street, Hertford

Now a Fuller's "Freestyle"
House

A minimum of seven cask ales
always available including
at least
four guest beers

Tel: 01992 501950




... DOWN YOUR WAY... DOWN YOUR WAY...

@ ALDENHAM: The Old Red Lion is closed
and being converted into a Toby Inn which
should open in September. Having previously
been re-named the Game Bird and Junction 5,
will the name stay the same this time?

@ BAYFORD: It is summer - the calendar says
so - and the Baker Arms is now open all day.
@ BOREHAMWOOD: It is reported that
Wetherspoon’s are negotiating purchase of the
Rhythm Room which will return to its old
name the Crown. The Hart & Spool at the
other end of Shenley Road will continue
unchanged.

@ BRAUGHING: The Golden Fleece closed on
1 June and is up for sale. Its future as a pub
seems somewhat uncertain. The Axe &
Compasses has a new licensee.

@ BRICKET WOOD: The Black Boy is running
a beer festival 25-28 August. See advertisement
for details.

@ BOXMOOR: The Swan is having / has had a
major refurbishment and was closed for a short
period whilst work was carried out.

@ CHARLTON: Information suggests that the
Windmill has changed hands (further details
would be appreciated).

@ CROMER HYDE: The Crooked Chimney is
closed for alteration to yet another Vintage Inn.
@ DATCHWORTH: The Plough, a Greene King
pub, was taken over by Sally Mitchell as new
licensee at the end of May (sorry for the late
announcement).

@ EDLESBOROUGH: The Travellers Rest was
reported as being closed in the pub preserva-
tion article printed in our April/May edition.
This was incorrect and the pub is still open.
Unfortunately we were not informed of this
until June by David Bunyan the licensee.
David told us that he would be leaving the pub
which may be being altered /refurbished. If
anyone in North Herts could inform the
newsletter of the up to date situation we would
be happy to report it.

@ ELSTREE: The Elstree Golf Club no longer
serves real ale. The Plough has changed hands
and is no longer part of the Big Steak chain.
The pub has been tastefully refurbished and a
function/sports room has been provided. The
pub still serves food from its own menu. The
Wagon & Horses, Medburn, has new landlords
Mark & Marie Latham, who have been in the
trade for 27 years, the last 14 with Scottish and
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Newcastle. Plans to extend the pub have now
been shelved and a new menu was introduced
26 June. Evening meals will now also be
available Mon to Sat. 6-8.30pm. The pub is
now open all permitted hours. A Golf Society
has started and live music is planned once a
month. Mark has asked us to remind readers
that they also have a large garden overlooking
the countryside.

@ FLAUNDEN: The Green Dragon has new
management, hopefully more information will
be forthcoming. The Bricklayers Arms, has a
new pub sign.

@ HARPENDEN: The Engineer has been taken
over by lan Ruddleston and is closed during
internal refurbishment. The pub should re-
open 20 July and is part of the Pristine Pub Co
which also leases the Suffolk Punch in
Borehamwood. The Engineer is intending to
serve Tetleys and Wadworth 6X plus two
guests.

@ HERTFORD: It is reported that a new
Wetherspoons is to open in The Wash. We
welcome Anna Clement, the new landlady at
the Great Eastern. The pub has a new beer

LAND OF
LIBERTY PEACE
AND PLENTY

Long Lane
Heronsgate (Off J17, M25)

BEER FESTIVAL

14 - 15th October

Approx. 35 Beers and Ciders
(plus Belgian Beers)

Lambspit - Morris Dancers
Steam Engines & more

01923 282226

DOWN YOUR WAY... DOWN YOUR WAY

garden with children’s area and a do-it-
yourself barbecue area. The Prince Regent has
been refurbished. The Three Tuns has a new
leasee. The Ram Inn now does bed & breakfast
and has four en-suite twin rooms. The Old
Barge is now opening at 10am to serve
breakfasts. The Saracens Head will be refur-
bished soon and the range of real ales will be
expanded; meals will be served from lunch-
time through to 6pm. The Fledgeling & Firkin
is having its brewing equipment removed and
the room converted (this will no doubt be the
first of many). :

@A HERTFORD HEATH: The Silver Fox has
launched its own website;
www.thesilverfox.fbusiness.co.uk

A KINSBOURNE GREEN: The Fox is now
owned by Bass.

@ LETCHMORE HEATH: The Three Horse-
shoes has a new beer range which is Benskins
Bitter, Burton Ale, Fuller’s London Pride and
Marston’s Pedigree.

@ POTTERS BAR: As predicted in the last
edition the Potters has been demolished and
will be replaced with a custom-built retirement
home.

@ RADLETT: The Railway Inn no longer serves
real ale.

@ REDBOURN: It is hard to say whether
Spritzers was in Redbourn or St Albans,
standing alone as it did an equal distance
between the two on the A5183. It was previ-
ously the Punch Bowl pub and is now closed
and permission was sought to demolish the
building and put a private house on the site.
Redbourn Council opposed the scheme and
highlighted that there has been a pub on the
site since 1633. On 5 June St Albans planning
committee agreed the change on the grounds
that the building was of little historic interest.
They have insisted that the new house must
cover a smaller ground area than the existing
buildings. Further sad news is that the George
will not be selling Burton Ale this summer.

@ ST ALBANS: Much spoken about, but as yet
not seen, the Blacksmiths Arms’ new garden
should start to be installed in July. The new
licensee was installed in June. A new Café Bar
Zizzi has opened on the site of the Great Red
Lion Hotel French Row, closed in the late
1970’s. Needless to say no real ale here. In
London Road a new shop D Vine Wine has
opened next door to O’Neills fake Irish pub.

D Vine does not stock beer but has the facility
for producing your own wine- very novel
indeed. The Crown in Hatfield Road is now
selling five real ales. The Philanthropist &
Firkin has a new manager.

@ SAWBRIDGEWORTH: The Gate has finally
started brewing. Their first beer is called
Selhurst Park Flyer (the brewer is a Crystal
Palace fan which could explain the delay).

@ SHENLEY: Plans to extend and refurbish the
White Horse and convert it to a Vintage Inn
have been turned down. Although another
hearing is due shortly the licensee Scott
Lamont has moved to the Colney Fox in
London Colney and the pub has temporary
licensees Sarah and Simon from the Black Bull,
Whetstone, which is also closed for conversion
to a Vintage Inn. The White Horse will now
remain open at least until the end of August
and every effort is being made to increase
trade and keep the place a going concern.

@ STEVENAGE: The Cromwell High Street in
the Old Town is advertising entertainment
every night (unfortunately we have no more
details).

@ TONWELL: The Robin Hood & Little John
has applied for planning permission to turn a
barn into en-suite rooms.

@ WATFORD: The new Fullers pub the
Broadwalk whose only real ale is London
Pride has an early evening happy hour with the
beer at £1.50. It then returns to its regular price
£2.10.

@ WINKWELL: The Three Horseshoes has new
licensees. See page 8 for story and photograph.
@ WORMLEY WEST END: it is reported that
the Woodman has lost its public bar. If anyone
finds it can they give a fuller report to "Pints of
View".

Our information comes from a wide variety of.
sources and it is inevitable that some errors
will occur. Please inform us of any mistakes
and the appropriate correction, apology or
retraction will be published. Ed

Space dictates that there is no Wordsearch
this month. It should be back next issue.
April/May’s winner was:

Terry Lavell, London E17 8JH




