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THE BITTER EN'D

Pub chains on spree
of destruction

Change of ownership

he warnings in the "Meltdown" article in
Tedition 182 have come true. The sale of

Bass to the international brewing giant
Interbrew has reduced the big brewers from
six to three and left Britain’s pubs in the con-
trol of pub companies.
Don’t be fooled. These are not free houses
that will offer a greater choice of beers from
smaller independent brewers. They are still
tied by trade agreements and some have
already greatly reduced the range of drinks
provided. The move to Harvester, Grillbar,
Vintage Inn or Toby Inn means that the pub is
no longer primarily for drinkers and has been
changed to give priority to dry sales (food) on
the grounds that profits are higher. “Do you
want your local converted to a Vintage Inn?”
in edition 183 addressed the proposed
changes, which have now turned out to be
true.

Names are important!

I can only think of one occasion where a
renamed pub has been a success. In St
Albans the refurbishment and change of
name of the Duke of Marlborough was an
unmitigated disaster. The pub has now
reverted from the Tap and Spile to its original
name and is a thriving local.

If all of a sudden your local has a change of
name attached to a refurb, watch out - the
corporate wreckers are about. What the Pub
Co’s are saying is we don't want the cus-

tomers we have now, and we want to erase
the name and all memory of what has gone
before. Even in the cases where the pub has
had a bad reputation a name change does
not sort out the problems. Branding such as
O'Neills, Scruffy Murphy’s, All Bar One, Rat
and Parrot, etc., means that you are entering
a faceless, controlled environment, with any
individuality destroyed. In cases where pub
companies have been stopped from chang-
ing the name (the Boot in St Albans is a good
example), the pub is normally saved at the
same time. Please remember you won't do
anything to save your local by moaning to
other customers and friends, you have got to
mount a campaign and express your views,
writing letters, petitioning and lobbying
through the Press and conservation organisa-
tions.

The Mile House

The Mile House, London Road, St Albans,
was one of the earliest casualties when it re-
opened in December. | was pleased to see a
letter and photo printed in the Herts
Advertiser, 14th December, and Mike
Higham, the local resident who wrote in,
captured the debacle perfectly. The photo-
graph cannot capture the truly drab décor
with the whole of the exterior painted white
and grey. One comment | have received is “I
wonder when they are going to come back
and put the top coat on”. The Mile House
may not have been one of CAMRA’s

favourite pubs but as a Beefeater it did pro-
vide the opportunity to drink real ale and
supplied a reasonable range of drinks. The
pub had a large bar as well as a restaurant
area and catered for all. Sadly the conversion
has left the building a brightly-lit, open plan
barn. From reports | have received even non-
real-ale drinkers will not be impressed with
the miserable range of draught drinks, Extra
Cold  Guinness  (normal  temperature
Guinness is obviously not trendy enough

“Grillbar”, previously
The Mile House,
London Road, St Albans

even during the freezing weather we have
been having) Stella Artois and Heineken, not
even a keg or smoothflow beer in sight, and
all at premium prices.

The saddest thing is the loss of the name. As
alocal to a large catchment area, the pub has
been the Mile House within living memory,
named because it is exactly one mile from
the centre of St Albans (there used to be a
milestone outside, is it still there?). The pub
started trading in the times when carters and
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coaches would need to take a break before
climbing the old main, much steeper Old
London Road route into the city; it is dread-
ful that all reference to this historic name has
now been destroyed by faceless developers
who believe only in corporate branding.

I have heard nothing but dissent from the
general public, South Hertfordshire branch of
CAMRA and Geoff Harrison, the Liberal
Coucillor for Cunningham Ward within
which the pub stands. They are all objecting
to the unacceptable changes.

The White Horse

This is a very serious matter as the White
Horse in London Road, Shenley, is the edi-
tor’s local which | have used for over 26
years. The pub was taken over by Bass
Leisure, which is now a non-brewing pub
company, last year and has now been closed
since November for major building works
and refurbishment. The conversion to a
Vintage Inn is rumoured to be costing in
excess of one million pounds.

Vintage Inns is Bass Leisure’s pub restaurant
arm and is biased in favour of diners and
gives no priority to locals who just wish to
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visit for a drink and a chat. The reasoning
behind this is profit: although Bass can make
a clear 50% on drink sales, food offers
between 100-150% profit.

An inn has been on the White Horse site for
a very long time. The pub was on the St
Albans Pilgrim route in medieval times and a
map from 1760 clearly shows the building.
The White Horse is a classic coaching inn
and justifiably a Grade Il listed building.
Although the pub had been neglected for
many years and needed refurbishment to
extend and restaurantise the inn, Bass have
removed many of the original features
including the upper bar.

It is now proposed to change the name from
the “White Horse” to the “Fox Cub” which is
corporate branding at its worst. What Bass
are saying is “this is now son of ‘Colney
Fox’”, their other establishment in London
Colney, and many Vintage Inns which are
now spread across the country have been
renamed using the “Fox” logo. To Bass this is
no longer the “White Horse” and everything
to do with this historic inn is to be erased.
They are not interested in the local commu-
nity or local customers. They want a com-
pletely different clientele.

The South Hertfordshire branch of the
Campaign for Real Ale, Shenley Village
Society, Shenley Parish Council and numer-
ous village residents are campaigning against
the change. James Ross of English Heritage
Eastern Region has also stated that they
would prefer the name not to be changed.

I 'have spoken to Bob Cartwright of Bass in
January, who maintains that for the pub to
remain viable it must change; the problem is
how drastic the changes need to be. He has

informed me that if everything goes as
planned the pub will reopen in early March.
Hopefully Bass and Hertsmere Planning
Department will take heed and protect this
historic pub name.

For those interested in protecting this pub
please write as soon as possible. If the new
signs go up it will be even harder to get the
name restored.

Moor Mill

The tour of destruction continues. In the last
issue | asked for further details of the planned
renovation and have received correspon-
dence giving the full details. On this occa-
sion as the person is connected with the pub
I have withheld their name.

The letter reads as follows: “I can quite
understand your lack of information on the
interior alterations at the Moor Mill, Smug
Oak Lane, Bricket Wood, as this is a
Whitbread house most famed for selling
Stella “reassuringly expensive” Artois, and
the good old “Cream of Manchester”
smoothflow nitrokeg!”.

The Moor Mill is a victim of what one might
call the Mile House syndrome. The guise of
Beefeater which the Mill currently trades
under is seen to be too old-fashioned, and
the pub is to be transformed into a hip new
“Restaurant/Bar” called - wait for it - “Out
and Out”. So what will this mean?

Out and Out is about using our classic build-
ings and historic interiors with more up to
date colours, art and new items”.

Sounds like marketing spiel for “we’re going
to wreck the beautiful interior of a popular
local pub”. Perhaps you may think I am cyn-
ical, but I am sure you are aware of what has
been done to the Mile House in St Albans,

and agree that what was once a pleasant pub
has been desecrated. One good point is that
I have been informed that the beer range will
not change. | say this is a good point,
because if they were to change it would be
for the worse. | take some comfort in the fact
that the men in suits still feel there is a place
for Flowers Original and Wadworths 6X (not
the best real ales | know) in a hip and trendy
restaurant/bar. It is just a shame that any
changes have to be made when they are
clearly unnecessary.

Editors comment: | have used the Moor Mill
in the past and remember when it was an
excellent_ establishment and in the Good
Beer Guide. The pub and restaurant are
housed in the historic water mill buildings on
the river Ver, sadly marred by the M25 pass-
ing close by and an unsightly and out-of-
character Travelodge being added in the
grounds. The mill wheel is still intact and
there is also pleasant pond frequented by
water birds.

If this exploitation continues will there be
anything of historic  value left in
Hertfordshire? Steve Bury

Jap
4 Keyfield Terrace, St Albans
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Licensing Hours:

a historic problem for the English drinker

We would like to thank Colin Isaacson of the Old Mitre Inn, Barnet, who has sent us
the following. Most people think that the restrictions of pub licensing hours were mtro-

duced during the Great War, but in Shakespeare’s day closing time was nine o’ clock

during the winter months.

1. Firste that everye of them be continually
furnished as well with conveyent lodginge as
also with good and holesome vitualls fitt to
serve all suche as uppon honeste occasions
shall reayre unto his house.

2. Ttem that none of them doe lodge any
person or persons but suche as he will
answer for.

3. Item if knowledge doe come to the towne
of any robbery commytted, then everye one
of them shall declare to the constables the
name, apparrell, an, if he can, the dwelling
place allsoe of any such persons as dydd
lodge in his howse tow iais before or two
daies after suche robbery commytted.

4. Item that none of them shall suffer anie
unlawfull games to be used or played in his
howse or groundes.

5. Item that none of them shall suffer any
eatings or drinkinge in his howse in the time
of devyne service on Sundaies or Hollydaies.

6. Item none of shall dresse or suffer to be
dressed or eaten within his howse any kind
of flesh at Lente, or on any tyme or dates
wherein the same is prohibited.

7. Item that none shall suffer any howse-
houlde servant to any other person or
persons whatsoever dwelling within that
towne (excepte suche as shall have neces-
sarye occasion of business with them) to
resorte and tarry within his howse to
thentente to typple and drink.

8. Item that none of them shall suffer any
persons whatsoever (excepte suche that shall
be lodgeing in his howse) to tarry in his
howse, after nyne of the clock from Easter
daie unylle Mychealmass, not after eight of
the clock in winter.

9. Item that none of them shall sell any ale
or beare above the rate of four pence a
gallon, and that every one of them shall have
a second sort of ale and beare which they
shall sell for 2d a gallon, which they shall
from tyme to tyme sell our of their howses
to their poor neighbours.

10. Item that none shall buye any goodes of
any wayfairinge man or passenger, or
others, that shall bring the same to their
howses to sell, but shall firste before he shall
buy them make the constable or some other
officer acquainted therewithe, whereby if
any suspition may be conceaved that the
same goods were stolne the partie may be
staid.

We can see from the above that most of the ways in which the lawgivers sought to control drinking in pubs were in place

400 years ago.

Editors note: | was always under the impression that item 5 was made law by Oliver Cromwell who was bending fo the will
of the puritans when he brought in the Sunday Observancy Act, which as well as closing pubs during Church Services on
Sundays, also banned nine pin bowling which was traditionally played outside pubs on the workers' day off.

400 years ago there was no decent household or street lighting, so everything ran sunrise fo sunset. It was the all-afternoon
opening that was stopped during the Great War. Munitions workers would either return to work drunk or not at all after
lunch, the work was dangerous and the pay high and restricted opening hours were introduced to help the war effort.

THE FARMERS BOY
London Road, St Albans
Tel: 01727 766702
Open all day for homemade
food and drink
Home of Verulam Brewery

“One of Britain’s Best 500 Pubs”
Roger Profz

Old Cross
Tavern

T N

Real Ale Free House
“The way pubs used to be”

8 St Andrew Street, Hertford
Tel: 01992 583133

Food available lunchtimes
Monday-Saturday

SOUTH HERTS
PUB OF THE YEAR 1999

— PUB NAMES ———

Wicked Lady

Nomansland Common
The Wicked Lady pub sits on the road

junction in Nomansland Common,
between Sandridge and Wheathampsted.
Once it was an excellent family-run free
house serving a wide variety of real ales,
but is now a shadow of its former self,
being run as a Whitbread Steak House.
The pub is named after Lady Katherine
Ferrers, Britain’s best known, if not only,
lady highwaywoman. She lived in Cell
Park at Markyate, having become Lady
Ferrers at fourteen when she married the
sixteen-year-old Lord. The marriage was a
disaster and the couple slept in separate
rooms. Lady Katherine’s first crime was to
steal her sister-in-law’s jewels whilst she
was travelling home after visiting for din-
ner. The Lady had a secret exit from her
chambers which allowed criminal
escapades to continue without being
noticed. She preyed upon travellers in
Watling Street and joined forces with
local farmer, Ralph Chaplin, when they
both tried to rob the same coach.
The story goes that they became lovers,
before Ralph was captured and hanged.
In 1660 Lady Ferrers, aged 26, was still in
business, robbing a tumbril on
Nomansland Common. She believed that
only the driver was aboard but there were
two passengers asleep in the back, one
which awoke and shot her. She escaped,
but later died of her wounds and is buried
in St Mary’s Church, Ware, but not in the
family vault. A mystery still surrounds as
to where she hid her local spoils. A local
poem refers:

Near the Cell there is a well
Near the well there is a tree

and neath the tree the treasure be.
There have been two films made about
the escapades of Lady Ferrers, and there
are many tales told, but how near the
Wicked Lady is to the fatal event remains
a mystery.




owitt Halves

Hello dolly

Hertford brewers, McMullens, have been
in court on a “sex charge”.

During last Whitsun Bank Holiday weekend
its White Hart pub in Hertford’s Salisbury
Square erected a bouncy castle, but on the
Sunday some additional inflatables
appeared - a couple of blow-up dolls,
allegedly having sex.

Mac’s Area Manager, Mike Hawkins and
White Hart landlord Julian Tann, pleaded
not guilty to the offence of “making a public
display of an indecent nature” when the
case was heard at Hertford Magistrates’
Court recently. Both have elected to stand
trial at St Albans Crown Court. The case
was adjourned until February for committal
papers to be prepared.

Beer 1s sood for you -
its official

Remember those old Guinness ads with
the toucan? Well, it seems that they
were right after all, for beer, especially dark
ales and stouts, have joined red wine and
olive oil as the latest remedies in warding
off heart attacks, says recent research from
Canada and the United States.

Chemicals in dark beers have been found to
have powerful antioxidant properties, mean-
ing they can protect against a variety of ill-
nesses, including heart disease and even
cataracts. Dark beers and stouts may reduce
the incidence of arterosclerosis - hardening
of the arteries - by as much as 50 per cent.
The team of researchers from the University
of Weston, Ontario and the University of
Scranton in Pennsylvania, are now investi-
gating which part of the brewing process
may contribute the antioxidants to beer after
they found that giving hamsters the human
equivalent of two beers a day halved their
rate of arterosclerosis.

Tarf and tusks

A one foot (30cm) square patch of Wembley

turf was given to local personality and ITV
football presenter, Bob Wilson, recently by
retired McMullen chairman John McMullen,
who purchased the piece of football memo-
rabilia at an auction.

It will now by re-auctioned by Bob and his
wife Madge at a celebrity golf day in April
to benefit The Willow Foundation, a cancer
charity set up by the Wilsons in memory of
their daughter who died from cancer two
years ago. Half of the money raised will go
to McMullen’s chosen charity, the African
Elephant Protection Agency, TUSK.

Regulars et fired up in
Ware

Pub regular Ted Gates got an unexpected
Christmas gift from his fellow drinkers at
The High Oak, High Oak Road, Ware, just
before Christmas

For regulars clubbed together and collected
over £2,000 to help Ted, who lost his house
after a fire engulfed his flat in Crib Street last
summer.

Ruby Dunn, who runs the pub with hus-
band Steve said: “We were all absolutely
devasted when we heard about the fire. Ted
is such a lovely man and lost just about
everything. We like to help out local people
and wanted to do something to let him
know there were people out there who
cared about him too”.

Mr Gates is planning to use the money to
buy furniture and carpets for his new home.

More gongs
for Dennis

More Mac’s news. It was
good to see that at the
recent annual McMullen
presentation evening,
recently retired Public
Relations Manager,
Dennis Ruttledge,
received the top honour,
the Chairman’s Award.

| owift Halves  ‘

Regular readers may remember that South
Herts CAMRA awarded Mr Ruttledge the
Dave Burns award in recognition to his
services to brewing last February.

Mac’s also launched its new winter warmer
in December from an old recipe found in
the brewing archive. Called “Winter’s Ale”,
it is a ruby-coloured beer with an ABV of
5%, brewed with whole leaf hops and East
Anglian malted barley.

Not good Sports
egulars who drink in Hertford’s Golden
Griffin are locked in battle with
McMullens over the plans to change the
pub at Sele Farm into a sports bar.
A 185-strong petition was recently forward-
ed to East Herts Council. Regulars fear that
converting the pub would attract trouble
makers and that it would alienate the com-
munity.
“The pub is opposite a school and a youth
club,” said a regular. “The sports bar would
be a magnet for them”.

The Golden Ciriffin
Although several councillors have lent their
support the council has no legal powers to
influence the style of the pub.

McMullen Managing Director, Peter
Furness-Smith said: “We have not taken
lightly the decision to convert the Golden
Griffin into a sports bar but we believe the
pub is out of date and declining rapidly. We
are sure our proposal will appeal to a signif-
icant number of local people”.

Advance tickets guarantee
entrance which will include a
commemorative glass.

| Available soon from:

| Genesis Jewellers, High Street,
Ware or Ware Town Council,
Priory, Ware

ﬁ For more details contact:
Jan Orden 01920 424095

WARE'S S5th REAL ALE FESTIVAL
2001, A BEER ODYSSEY

Friday & Saturday evenings 6th & 7th April
The Ware Arts Centre, Kibes Lane, Ware




