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THE BITTER EN*D

Cask Marque, CAMRA
and beer quality

anything in Pints Of View on Cask Marque
since spring 1999 when they celebrated
their first anniversary. Now, two years on, the
Cask Marque organisation is well

I was surprised to find that | had not written

In Hertfordshire Cask Marque recommend
72 pubs - only five of these are in CAMRA’s
2001 Good Beer Guide. The Hertfordshire
CAMRA branches however recommend 65
pubs for the GBG which shows that

established and the blue hand-
pump signs are appearing outside
more and more pubs along with the
framed accreditation diplomas
inside.

Cask Marque is a brewery/pub
company sponsored scheme, run to
improve the quality of real ales at
the point of dispense (the pub). The
beers are tasted and a report is
given. The brewer or owner pays
for the survey and if the criteria are
met, the award is given. The award
goes to the licensee and the pub

should be re-checked and certifi- R ——

cated every time a change takes

place. This is not the case. Wetherspoon’s
have been given an exemption and awards
are made to the pub. The only reason | can
see for this is that it was the only way Cask
Marque could get Wetherspoon'’s to partici-
pate in the scheme and being a commercial
organisation Cask Marque is about success,
not failure. The worst example | have heard
of is the Cask Marque award being placed on
the outside of a Wetherspoon’s in
Nottingham before it had even opened.
What sort of quality check took place there?

For pubs
which serve -
Prara el on temperature control. This does

we are working to an entirely differ-
ent agenda. The Good Beer Guide
remains good because its strength is
you cannot buy your way in: it is
totally independent.

It must be stated at this point that
although Cask Marque sponsors the
Good Beer Guide and we are both
trying to promote good quality real
ales the similarities between us end
there.

CAMRA  has persuaded Cask
Marque ‘that they are too stringent

not cause them a problem, however,
as they can now issue even more
awards. Cask Marque is a point-of-dispense
organisation and is not too concerned what
happens in the cellar or at the brewery.

| have had bad beer in Cask Marque pubs,
due to badly trained staff, another area which
they do not address. People also get bad beer
in Good Beer Guide pubs from time to time.
My advice is the same in both cases. Take it
back, explain exactly what is wrong, and you
should get a no-quibble replacement. If this
is not the case please inform Pints of View
or CAMRA headquarters. Steve Bury, Editor

CAMRA South Herts Branch.

01707 274584.
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Philanthropist threatened,
Bell and Moor Mill refurbished, Ancient
Briton dies and Mile House owners grilled

Things in and around St Albans continue
to be in decline with a further three pubs
getting the treatment.

Philanthropist and Firkin: This was once a
pub with a much-praised brewery on the
premises and not so long ago at that. Now
sadly the brewery has been closed down
e and the pub
has become a
large empty
barn. The
A building was
originally the
| St Albans City
Library, donat-
ed by
Carnegie the
philanthropist, so when the library moved to
the Maltings and the empty building
became a pub the appropriate name was
used . On the stairs to the upper bar and
function room you can see a large stained
glass window depicting Carnegie. It is now
rumoured that the pub will become an
O'Neills fake Irish bar. What makes it worse
is St Albans already has one of these around
the corner in London Road (previously
Scotts Wine Bar and before that a shop).
This appears to be a desperate effort to revi-
talise the pub, but why with such a tired
theme?

The Bell: Once this Georgian building in
Chequer Street
was a thriving
traditional hotel
but for many
years it has suf-
fered from one
themed refur-
bishment after
another. It has

been a Pizza Hut, a Coffee bar/Café, and
has now re-opened after yet another
makeover. To my knowledge no real ale has
been served there for over five years and for
the period before that the quality was not
good.

Ancient Briton: Before Allied got out of the
- ; pub and beer
| business this
was a thriv-
{ ing Big Steak
% pub on the
Ring Road. It
i actually had
: § two large
bars, one serving primarily as a restaurant
and the other a public bar. It served real ale
and did a very good trade. The pub has
been shut since late November 2000 and
has been completely gutted and converted
into a Harvester. The outside has been
unnecessarily weather-boarded and a new
entrance built. In true “corporate branding”
style all reference to the name has gone
even though assurances were given that it
would stay. For those who do not know the
pub was named because it is built very near
the site of the earliest recorded ancient
British settlement. Why this should not con-
tinue to be acknowledged only Harvester
know. There are only two pubs in the British
Isles called the Ancient Briton (well it's one

BEER FACTS
Many years ago in England, pub
frequenters had a whistle baked into the
rim or handle of their ceramic cups. When
they needed a refill, they used
the whistle to get some service.
"Wet your whistle", is the phrase inspired
by this practice.




now). Although Harvesters normally serve
some real ale, | have received a report that
this is not the case at the St Albans Ring
Road, Harvester, (I don’t know what to call
it these days) and eaters get preference over
drinkers.

Moor Mill:The Moor Mill reopened as an
Out & Out restaurant on 14th March after a

R Terry
&8 Bambury the
manager
said: “The
refurbish-
ment is very sympathetic to the old mill
building”. This does not concur with our
correspondent in the last edition. Anyone
wishing to comment on the new décor, beer
or menu please contact us.

The Mile House: | have heard that a meet-
ing took place in March between concerned
local resi-
dents and
Whitbread
about ways to
improve the
objectionable
| appearance
of the Grill
Bar. I am
informed that
Whitbread are considering doing something
about the exterior colour scheme, and will
be putting up some historical information in
the form of a plaque on the exterior of the
establishment (I find it hard to call it a pub
anymore) and may even re-introduce some
real ale. Unfortunately, as we went to press |
was still awaiting the notes from the meet-
ing.

One of the local campaigners, Mike
Higham, was very disappointed that he was
not kept up to date with events by Alex
Meyer of Whitbread. I quote from his e-
mail:-

Whitbread's position is "Sod everybody
else-grillbar it is and grillbar it will remain".
| hear about a plaque and moves to agree
the wording. This does nothing to compen-
sate for 250 years of the “Mile House” in St

Albans. The pub name can be traced back
to 1748.
Whitbread rides roughshod over anybody
and everybody in the quest to enhance prof-
itability. | stand by my comment about face-
less , uncaring people rebranding with no
regard for anything other than meeting com-
pany objectives. You have written about a
group agreeing the plaque; this group was
in no way representative of local feelings.
There was a time, though you will not
remember it, when Whitbread brewed qual-
ity ales. Sadly real ale is no longer a
Whitbread product and profit from catering
and accommodation are the main focus to
maximise profitability. Chilled expensive
lagers and nitrokegs are all that is on offer.
I congratulate Geoff Harrison, Councillor for
Cunnigham Ward for arranging the meeting
and although it is not exactly clear to me
who attended and in what capacity there
appears to be a lack of co-ordination and |
hope that all the campaigners can get
together and concentrate on solving their
problems with Whitbread.
I won’t be holding my breath though

Steve Bury, Editor

THE WHITE
HORSE

Castle Street, Hertford

Now a Fuller’s “Freestyle”
House

A minimum of seven cask

ales always available including
at least four guest beers

Tel: 01992 501950

Wetherspoon coffee
war hits shares

) D Wetherspoon have announced a 30%
rise in profits and yet their shares have
dropped by 56.5 pence to 347.5 pence.
This has been attributed to the company
taking on the likes of Starbucks and Costa
Coffee by offering 49p Cuppuccinos in its
pubs as well as the "Beer and Burger" deal
at £2.99 to compete with McDonald’s. Tim
Martin, Chief Executive, is quoted as saying
that both deals have knocked five and a half
percentage points off the companies mar-
gins and the prices of these deals may have
to rise. Tim also said that they wished to
open a pub in Calais "which we can retreat
from quickly if things go wrong. | know that
doesn’t sound too dynamic, but we saw
what happened to Napoleon in Moscow."
Wetherspoon’s now have 485 pubs and
intend to open another 42 in the next six
months. It is becoming increasingly easier
for them to find sites as competitors draw
back from the market.

Bass go all “Goosey”

Bass have just opened their "Goose" chain
of pubs (all have Goose incorporated in
their name). Prices are very low for all
drinks and food. The Goose and Castle in
Blackfriars, City of London, is selling beers
at £1 and £1.50 per pint. Many of the
Goose pubs are identical in décor to
Wetherspoon’s. If this means that we get
good beer at reasonable prices then let’s
hope more of the major brewers and Pub
Companies follow suit. Meanwhile we await
the first Goose pub in Hertfordshire.

Stevenage: the Plaza

experience

Our intrepid CAMRA stalwart, Phil Defriez,
has sent us the following report:-

“I finally bit the bullet yesterday and visited
the new playground for Stevenage drinkers -
The Plaza. It's just opposite the Bus Station,
a horrible building befitting the pubs inside
it. There are five establishments - one a
Coffee Bar (sensibly closed in the evening)

and four dreadful modern barn-style pubs.
They obviously got all the furnishing done
on the cheap by the same contractor- two
have the same multi-coloured variety of
armchairs. Yates’s was the first point of call-
no real ale, | had a half of Tetley’s nitro keg
(for research purposes), only 70p. The bar-
maid offered to top it up but | said don’t
bother!

Edward’s was next - | was the only one in.
There no real ale and not even any
Guinness so | settled for a half of Murphy’s.
Both these pubs are instantly forgettable.
The next stop was the Hogshead. Although
it was like drinking in a station waiting
room at least the beer range was good-
Boddingtons, Wadworth’s 6X, Brakspear’s
Bitter, Nimmo’s XXXX, and two guest beers
from Cambridge Brewery. The guest | tried
was OK.

Finally | ventured into the Wetherspoon'’s
named the Standard Bearer (the only one
with a name). By far the best laid out of the
pubs it had the usual bog-standard range of
Wetherspoon beers (no pun intended) plus
one or two guests. The two real pubs were
doing a better trade which is a small conso-
lation.

GOOD BEER GUIDE ENTRY 2001

The
ELEPHANT & CASTLE

AMWELL LANE, AMWELL,
WHEATHAMPSTEAD, HERTS.
Tel: 01582 832175

QUALITY FOOD

Greene King IPA, Abbot Ale
& two rotating Guest Beers




Watford and South Herts choose

their Pub of The Year for 2000

The OIld Cross Tavern

South Herts Joint Pub of the Year
The Old Cross Tavern, St Andrew Street,
Hertford has done it again, and owner Nigel
Bevis, (Bev) seen left with South Herts
Chairman, Phil Defriez, is delighted.

“I thought we did well to win the title last
year but to win it two years in succession is
marvellous”, he sais.

The range of beers at The Old Cross is
amazing. Since the pub opened in 1999
they have sold over 1,000 different beers
and always have four guest ales on with
their regular other four beers.

Bev continued: “Our policy benefits every-
one as it gives our customers a choice. They
know there will be always something new
to try. One thing I'm very keen on is to sup-
port new brewers, especially local ones and
try and give them a foot in the door”.

The Swan, Bushey
| Watford & District Pub Of The Year

| The Swan, Bushey became Watford & District’s
{ CAMRA Pub Of The Year 2000 at a presentation
vening last month. Last year the pub tied with the
Black Boy, Bushey Heath, for the coveted title. This
year Watford CAMRA voted them outright winners.
{ The pub is run by Peter and Marian White, seen in
he picture receiving their certificate from Watford
Chairman, Martin Few, and sells Benskin’s Bitter
now from Leeds), Young’s Bitter & Special and rare
for Watford area, Ansell’s Mild, all on handpumps
| and all consistently well kept. The pub has a friendly
! atmosphere and is used by a clientele from all walks
of life. Rolls and toasted sandwiches are available at
lunchtimes and in the winter a real fire will warm you
i up.
Unfortunately, having made such a success of running the Swan, the Whites have been
hit by a swingeing rent increase, so that it seems unlikely that the Swan will continue to
provide a living for any subsequent licensee. Perhaps Pubmaster think they can make
more money by closing the pub down and redeveloping the site. One thing seems cer-
tain. The locals will not let it go quietly.

The Woodman,
Wildhill Thorp

South Herts Joint Pub of the
Year

The Woodman, Wildhill is also no
stranger to winning CAMRA
awards. It was South Herts Pub of
the Year in 1998 and is a regular
haunt for discerning real ale
drinkers, being possibly the cheap-
est free house in Hertfordshire. ;
Situated between the B158 and the
A1000 in Wildhill Lane, it may be £
a little hard to find, but the pub !
was full to bursting at a recent presentation night when branch members and locals
mingled to celebrate the pub’s success.

Owners Graham & Roz Craig spoke enthusiastically about how a rural pub could sur-
vive if they embraced the area and the people and served good quality food and beer.
“CAMRA do a fine job and we welcome this award and all that it stands for”, said
Graham, seen above with Roz and various South Herts members.

Real ale Enjoy a pint at
v St Albans’ oldest Freehouse
delivered to
your door

Birthdays, weddings, = Huge selection of

Christmas, christenings, excellent quality

‘or justa party for the  real ales to choose

hell of it, we can deliver from

proper beer to your = Very competitive 4

door for any occasion. prices%y ’;Lu m et 332 h ;LI on
® Free delivery

withiin lo¢al afea Fishpool Street, St Albans

The Lower Red Lion
The Lower Red Lion
Tel: 01727 855669 or
07973 407475
e-mail: B & B available

Ffishpool Street . .
Bt Slbans David@ThelLowerRedLion.co.uk

Excellent range of regular ales and
unusual guest beers
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Hands across the bar

hilst it might be common for towns to

twin themselves with other conurba-
tions around the world, the idea of two
pubs twinning is extremely rare.
But this is exactly what happened at the
White Hart Tap in Albert Street, St Albans
recently, when local drinker and journalist
Eve-Ann Prentice proposed the idea of twin-
ing the pub with the “Bar No Limit”, in
Belgrade, Yugoslavia. As a foreign corre-
spondent, Eve-Ann, was well-placed to sort
out the logistics and in March landlord
Martin Brown and three regulars made the
trip to Yugoslavia to cement the twinning.
“We were treated very well”, says Martin.
“Our hosts were a former Serbian pop star
and presenter of the country’s version of
Top of the Pops, who owns the ‘Bar No
Limit””. The visit caused such a stir that the
party were featured on TV and were in sev-
eral newspapers.
Co-owner of the pub, Stephen McConnell,
who held the fort in Martin’s absence, said:
“Sadly, I don’t think we can promise them
quite the same level of media interest in
tourist-saturated St Albans, but we will do
our very best to make them very welcome”.

Pub regulars scoop
jackpot

syndicate of drinkers are celebrating at

The Black Horse, South Mimms after
scooping £1,631,907 on the National
Lottery.
The syndicate of 11, led by landlord Richard
Starkey collected a cool £148,000 each.
Richard was woken up at 7.30am the morn-
ing after the draw by another member of the
syndicate saying he thought they had six
numbers. Richard’s partner at the pub,
Lesley-Anne Bowness thinks she might treat
herself to a sports car.

Champions of the Lee

Teams rom three Hertford pubs battled
against each other over the Easter week-

end when they took to the River Lee to
compete in a dragonboat race (in essence a
collection of home-made rafts), to compete
for the title “Champions Of The Lee”.

The event was won by The Old Barge team,
as part of a weekend of charity events
organised by the riverside pub. Activities
raised £1000 towards buying a defibrillator
for the British Red Cross in Hertford. The
other local pubs taking part were The
White Hart and The Woolpack.

All the fun of the fate ot
the Elephant & Castle

Those public-spirited drinkers at the
Elephant & Castle, Amwell End, have
been at it again. A.L.F. (the Amwell Local
Fundraisers) took two coaches of local sen-
ior citizens on a day out to Great Yarmouth
last month and on Saturday 16 June the pub
holds it’s annual Village Fete day to benefit
ALF. Coconut shies, Smash the Plates stall,
and all the fun of a local village fete can be
enjoyed throughout the afternoon.

Historic pub gutted in
blaze

Amysterious late night fire has gutted the
16th century village inn, The White

Horse, Burnham Green. The pub will
remain closed for an indefinite period while
structural engineers carry out a full report

swift Halves

on this Grade Il listed building. Luckily fire-
men were able to save the main structure
though there is severe internal damage.

HAction to save
historic site

Emergency action is being taken to stop
one of the district’s historic pubs from
collapsing. Timber shoring has been put up
to support the chimney at the John Bunyan
at Colemans Green.

The chimney, a Grade Il listed building, is
the only remaining part of a cottage where
John Bunyan is said to have preached.

Hart & Spool regulars
fundraising success

A group of locals known as the Hart &
Spool Sunday Club started raising money for

the Watford Peace Hospice in September
1999. At the end of April they donated a
staggering £11,500 which will go towards
equipping a room in the new residential
unit. The money was raised in a number of
organised events, one of which was a St
Albans to Borehamwood pub crawl. They
also run meat raffles in the pub with spon-
sorship from KJS Butchers.

Happy st Birthday to
Baroosh

doubt whether many of our readers were

at the recent first birthday party for Mac’s
trendy watering hole, Baroosh, in the former
Barclays Bank in Fore Street, but evidently it
was a great success.
Mac’s claim it proves the company’s theory
that Hertford’s townsfolk want a “sophisti-
cated and contemporary food and drink
establishment”.

Wihite quh.t
Tap

4 Keyfield Terrace, St Albans
Tel: 01727 860974

Live music Saturday

Lunchtime food

served dci|y

Greene King IPA, London Pride
Adnams Broadside and Guest

Surf the Internet/Trad. Pub Games

www.whiteharttap.co.uk

Lin & Dick welcome
you to

The
Mermaid

98 Hatfield Road
St Albans
01727 854487

Homemade food a Speciality
(Lunchtimes only)

Always three regular real ales
and two guests




