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Gladstone is dead.
Long live Country

ladstone is dead, long live Country.

Well dear reader, as you may know

things have not been amicable
between McMullen’s and CAMRA for quite
some time and the informa-
tion used for this article
has come from a variety
of sources - but none
directly from the brewers
themselves. So Gladstone
R.1.E;
Gladstone was introduced
to the McMullen range on
19th May 1995. This was in
the good old days and a
large number of CAMRA
branch and national repre-
sentatives including myself
attended a lavish launch at
the "Hop Exchange" in
Southwark. Of course there
was a large amount of the
new beer with its distinctive
royal blue and gold logo
available for us to enjoy.
My first impression was a
reserved one. The new beer
did not have the distinct
fruity flavour of Country
Bitter and had the same
alcohol content 4.3%. We
were informed that the beer had been pro-
duced to reach a larger market. When | com-
mented that it was somewhat bland in com-

parison to Country the reply was “You would
say that wouldn’t you”. We could not under-
stand why Mac”s had not launched one of
their popular “Special Reserve” beers with a
premium strength  of
around 5%. The only
conclusion was that
Country was to be
phased out. This was
supported by a sudden
lack of Country Bitter
publicity (beer mats, drip
mats, etc) and Gladstone
being  marketed  at
between two and four
pence a pint more than
its stablemate. McMullen
countered the price argu-
ment by stating that
Gladstone was more
expensive because of its
high quality ingredients.
Obviously Country, al-
though more characteris-
tic in every way, was
made with sub-standard
cheaper hops and barley.
Things have changed
over the years.
Gladstone, | am assured,
has been tweaked, but
customer power (local demand) has ensured
the continuation of Country Bitter. Nothing
could have been more embarrassing for

Mac’s than when in 1996, a year after
Gladstone’s launch, Country Bitter won the
Gold Award in the Brewing Industry
International Awards at Burton on Trent for
cask conditioned beer in the 3.9 to 4.6 ABV
category.

An unhappy loss

Rumours about Gladstone being discontin-
ued have been circulating for several months
after all publicity material was withdrawn.
Gladstone was not an unpopular beer and
the newsletter has received a copy of a letter
from David. W. Bird to Mac’s who wrote as
follows: “I was utterly baffled to discover that
you had stopped brewing Gladstone. | was
informed that some bigwig at head office had
decided that Gladstone had “had its day”. |
wonder whether he drinks bitter himself, |
suspect not. The pub | use has discontinued
Gladstone and replaced it with Carling Black
Label. (We have been informed that beers
from Wadworth and Gales will be available
in selected Mac’s houses to replace
Gladstone.)

Mac’s sales department confirmed that
Gladstone would not be replaced. This is
hardly a move in the right direction by a

company that prides itself in being a tradi-
tional family brewer.
A few weeks ago | met a friend in the “Nags
Head” Covent Garden, who considered the
Gladstone we had to be excellent, | wonder
what he thinks now.

What’s in a name

Like AK which mysteriously stopped being a
Mild and became a Bitter, it is equally
unclear where the name actually originated.
Gladstone was thought up by the marketing
men, but to most of us it was a famous Prime
Minister or the leather bag named after him
which doctors used. Mac’s only real connec-
tion with the name was the “Gladstone
Arms” demolished to make way for the
Hertford dual carriageway and multi-storey
car park.

Country Bitter, not Country Best Bitter as it is
now known, was first brewed by McMullen
37 years ago in 1964. Five years after its
Gold award in 1996 Mac’s have finally
decided to promote the beer.

September’s McMullen News ( their internal
company news sheet) headlines “Flying the
flag for your country”, followed by “We take
a lot of notice of not only what our customers
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say to us, but also you our colleagues, who
serve them. You have been telling us how
much our customers enjoy Country Best
Bitter”. Further down the page they
announce that to help the re-launch of
Country customers should be offered a free

McMullen’s Hertford Brewery

sample, not a pint of course, and strictly only
one sample per customer.

I think they have finally acknowledged that
AK outsold both Gladstone and Country by
at least two to one.

Roger Protz, editor of the CAMRA Good
Beer Guide and Chair of the Guild of Beer
Writers has given Mac’s Country Best Bitter
the thumbs-up. “Country Bitter”, Roger told
McMullen News, “conjures up a pleasing
image of barley fields, hop orchards and gen-
tly winding streams. McMullen Country Best
delivers aromas and flavours that fit the
image”. Praise indeed but it has never been
under dispute that Country is an excellent
distinctive local brew, unfortunately served
in most Mac’s pubs by the unnecessary use of
a cask breather.

CAMRA will not accept advertising from
McMullen’s or their trade stand at the Great
British Beer Festival because they will not
recognise our Brewery Liaison Officer.

Long live Country Bitter, one of the last gen-
uine distinctive beers of Hertfordshire.

Steve Bury, Editor & McMullen Brewery
Liaison Officer

THE WHITE
HORSE

Castle Street, Hertford

Now a Fuller’s “Freestyle”
House

A minimum of seven cask
ales always available including
at least four guest beers

Tel: 01992 501950

Old Cross
Tavern

Real Ale Free House
“The way pubs used to be”
8 St Andrew Street, Hertford
Tel: 01992 583133

Food available lunchtimes
Monday-Saturday

SOUTH HERTS PUB OF THE YEAR
1999 & 2000

¢THIRSTY IN ST ALBANS¢

I'll mention the name of each pub in town
North Western, the Marlborough, the Anchor and Crown,
The Master, the Post Boy, the Trumpet and then
The White Hart, Two Brewers, and the famous Peahen

Cross Keys, Potters Arms and the Queen’s Hotel,
The Duke, the Bat and Ball, the Lamb and the Bell,
The White Horse, the Wheatsheaf and the Queen Adelaide,
The Cock and the Peacock and the naughty Mermaid.

The two Red Lions and the Fleur-de-Lys,
The Boot and the New Inn and the Old Crab Tree,
The Old Rising Sun and the litde WIndmuill,
The Wellington Inn, King’s Head and King Will.

The Plough, the Harrow and the Stag and Hope,
The Bull and Victoria and the old Antelope,
The Vine and Black Horse, Sugar Loal (and) the Swan,
The George and George Two, the King’s Arms and Green Man.

The Farrier’s Arms, the Verulam also,
The Rule and Compass, and the little Black Crow,
The Lower Red Lion, Royal Oak and the Queen’s

The Cock and Flower Pot, the Archer’s Arms by the Woodman 1s seen.

Down to the Blue Anchor I often have gone,
And to the Black Lion and the old Unicorn,
To the Rose and Crown and the little Six Bells,
And back to the Painter’s Arms to see Mrs Wells.

The Blacksmith’s Arms 1s close to his shop,
Then we go to the Sailor Boy, where we stop,
We pass the Cricketers on the way back,
and find the Beehive behind the Woolpack.

Then there’s the old Garibaldi with flaming red coat,
The savage White Lion and the tame little Goat,
The Hare and the Hounds is in Sopwell Lane stll,
And the two Fighting Cocks 1s down by the silk mull

Then there’s the Prince of Wales and the Crystal Palace,
The Old Farmer’s Boy and the Steeple Chase,
The Acorn, the Alma, the Eagle and Child,
And bold Robin Hood or the Forest so wild.

The Midland Inn and the Midland Hotel,
Three beer shops kept by Blank, Luck and Bell,
The White Hart Tap is not on the list,
The old Goldern Harp I nearly missed.

Two in Pound Field whose names I've forgot
And the Pineapple 1s the last of the lot.
Thomas Martin, Landlord of the Harrow, 1884
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Inn Brief -

a look at

pub names

he naming of inns has never come
Tclose to being a "science" like heraldry,

though, with some reservations, inn
signs can reveal a good deal of history.
There were conventions and fashions in inn
signs, which changed from period to period.
An inn would be known for the dish it
served or a game it played. A hard-up
licensee might acquire at a bargain price a
signboard abandoned by somebody else
and name his house from the board. But
below are some common names of pubs
around the county with a possible explana-
tion of their origin:

Bell

It might be that this has to do with bells in
a local church, though in the 17th century a
good many Bells were, in fact called, the
Blue Bell. The sign of the Six Bells at St

Albans demonstrably refers to the bells in St
Michael’s church; at Hatfield there was until
1962 the One Bell and there is still the Eight
Bells, (above) famously mentioned in Oliver
Twist. It may have happened that the Bell
was a favourite resort of bellringers thirsty
after practice sessions.

Boot

There is a Boot at Baldock, Chipperfield,
Kimpton, Long Marston, St Albans and
Sarratt, and until the mid 1950’s one at
Aston, now The Pig and Whistle. The sign
invariably shows footwear of varying types
and it is, of course, possible that some of

the houses above may have originated
with licensees who were also bootmakers.
But one meaning of the word, according
to the Oxford English Dictionary, is, " a
leather case into which a filled bottle was
fitted while corking it”. This meaning
seems to have been overlooked by sign-
board artists. There is a Leather Bottle at
Leverstock Green, which probably does
not date back to the time when drink was
carried around in leather bottles, but
which more likely could appropriately
change its name to The Boot.

Cock

It is curious that the Cock seems fairly fre-
quently to be situated near a church - at
St Albans in St Peter’s Street, the Cock at

Baldock, and at Bishop's Stortford
(Hockerill) and Stocking Pelham. An
exception may be found, however, at
Colney Heath (above). It is said that the
sign may bear reference to cockfighting at
the house; an explanation certainly not
applying to most - if any- of the houses
above. On the other hand, did the sign,
sometimes at least, refer to the weather-
cock on the church tower?

Cow

Apart from the Dun Cow at Stevenage, all
Cows in Hertfordshire are red - at
Bishop’s Stortford, Cheshunt, Harpenden,
and Park Street (Frogmore), and there was
once a Red Cow at Hertford. The origin of

E”

(I came, | saw, | drank)

hey came in their thousands - they

saw hundreds of real ales, ciders and

foreign beers - and they drank over
21,000 pints of beer and cider.
This year’s St Albans Beer Festival, held at
The Alban Arena, in conjunction with the
St Albans Leos, during the last week in
September, was the most successful with
beer sales up 10 per cent. Now in its sixth
year, the festival is firmly established as
one of the premier festivals in the beer-
drinkers calendar, and is the largest of its
kind anywhere in the South-East outside

CAMRA's annual Olympia festival in central
London. Attendance figures were smashed
at most sessions, bucking national trends
and on the Friday night session customers
had to queue three deep at the bar (don't
worry, we'll put that right next year).
Visitors came from all parts of the country
- one from as far afield as Florida. All were
eager to try the familiar and the esoteric -
very much a trademark of the St Albans
festival.

Below: Staff on the Godfrey Davis (Main
Bar) at full stretch




