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Bonkers about conkers

have sponsored an invitation conkers

match and this year’s event was held
at The Lower Red Lion, Fishpool Street,
St Albans at the end of October.
This is usually a
light-hearted affair,
though played
under strict national
championship rules.
Conkers (sourced
from nearby
Rothamsted Park in
Harpenden) are
drawn blind, from a
bag with each play-
er getting three
opportunities to
smash their oppo-
nent’s nut. New
conkers are drawn
every round.
The preliminary
rounds saw many
styles being adopted
with games lasting
from just a few sec-

For over 20 years, South Herts CAMRA

onds to one fifteen-minute marathon.

Last year’s champion Cyril Defriez (father of
South Herts Chairman, Phil Defriez) trav-
elled down from Blackpool with his wife to
defend his title and made his way steadily
through the preliminary rounds to the final
where he met John Tubridy, taking part in
his very first conker tournament.

While Cyril favoured a short string to
improve accuracy, John’s style featured a
longer-stringed power approach. The final
was watched by the whole pub who
cheered every accurate hit.

Despite a close match the spoils eventually
went to John who, rather surprised, accept-
ed his cash prize from organiser Bob
Norish. “A lot of my success is luck”, he
said, “but | do have a good eye for ball
sports and my training schedule based
around Oakham JHB seems to have done
the trick”.

Cyril was magnanimous in defeat. “I noticed
a number of players copying my style dur-
ing the tournament, which is very flattering.
| was just delighted to make it through to
the final again. I'll be back next year to try
and retgain my title”.

Left: John Lightfoot
takes aim during his
fifteen-minute
marathon against
Carolyn Ruane

Top Left: Paul Ruane
finds out that missing
the target can hurt.

Conker finalists John Tubridy, left and Cyril Defriez pose for the camera before the final

THE WHITE
HORSE

Castle Street, Hertford

Now a Fuller’s “Freestyle”
House

A minimum of seven cask
ales always available including
at least four guest beers

Tel: 01992 501950

Old Cross
Tavern

Real Ale Free House
“The way pubs used to be”

8 St Andrew Street, Hertford
Tel: 01992 583133

Food available lunchtimes
Monday-Saturday
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Who drank all the beer?

Well. not quite all the beer, as there
were still a few pints left when the 7th
Watford Beer Festival closed at 3pm on
Sunday 11th November. Despite a 10%
increase in the amount of beer available, an
increase in the number of people attending
meant that just about
all the 2,600 pints of
beer were drunk (as
well as a large propor-
tion of the the 230
pints of cider and
perry). Thanks to the
West Herts Sports Club
and their staff for their
support, and to all
those people who
attended and made it
such a successful
event.

Beer of the Festival was
Brewers Gold, a light-
ish coloured 3.8%

offering from the Pictish Brewery in
Rochdale, which was set up last year by
Richard Sutton, an ex-Firkin brewer.
Below: Some of the workers at the Watford
Beer Festival celebrating another successful
event.

Tasting
Notes

The Editor, Pints of View,
14 New Road, Shenley, Herts
WD? 9EA

Lin & Dick welcome
you to

The
Miermaid

98 Hatfield Road
St Albans
01727 837758

Homemade food a Speciality
(Lunchtimes only)

Always three regular real ales
and two guests

Wiite Jant
Tap

4 Keyfield Terrace, St Albans
Tel: 01727 860974
Live music Saturday

Lunchtime food
served daily

Greene King IPA, London Pride
Adnams Broadside and Guest

Traditional Pub Games

www.whiteharﬁap.co.uk

RACS and the SPBW

There are many local newsletters circulating
and we have received the last two copies of
the Real Ale Club of Sawbridgeworth, head-
quartered at the "Gate" public house and
affiliated to the Society for Preservation of
Beers Frorm the Wood. We remember the
Society well in the early Seventies when
CAMRA was the Campaign for the
Revitalisation of Ale; economics made
wooden casks mostly disappear but both
organisations who have generally the same
aims have continued. CAMRA grew through
media presence, the SPBW at the same time
seemed to stand still. We are pleased that
we have two organisations, there is always
room for more campaigning.

Which pub in Bushey?

Unfortunately we have been receiving mis-
leading information about the pubs in
Bushey.The Reverend lan Cooper was kind
enough to inform us that it was the White
Hart that was closed and would possibly
become a restaurant.

Ariel motorcycles and the Silver Cup
Ralph Hawkins was kind enough to write to
me asking if he could use part of the article
"The Haunted Pubs of Harpenden" issue
186 in his newsletter. Apparently the Ariel
motorcycle club met at the Silver Cup regu-
larly for 25 years during which time Roy
Mills was one of the licensees.

Anonymous but important

In the best traditions of journalism we will
protect our sources. Two letters arrived
which the correspondents wished to remain
anonymous. The first was complaining
about the beer and service in a Good Beer
Guide pub. | took the matter seriously and

contacted the landlord who | know well. As
this is the first and only complaint I have
received about the pub, in the circum-
stances | feel it is only fair to withhold the
name of the establishment as well. The sec-
ond letter was about the "Moor Mill" and
the information was published.

A “Pints of View” for every pub?

Alan Clark of Goffs Oak suggested that we
should post a copy of each edition of “Pints
of View” to every pub in Hertfordshire.

If every pub were to receive a newsletter
through the post we would have to send out
over 1,000 copies. Second Class Post at 19
pence per copy equals £190 x 6 editions
per annum = £1320 plus envelopes and
additional print run. We would also have to
find a team of helpers to fill the envelopes
(at present we send copies to all brewers
and pub chains plus subscriptions which
equals 100 copies). “Pints of View” is not
self financing as we try and keep advertising
to a minimum and charge reasonable rates.
A subsidy is made from the profits of the St
Albans Beer Festival and these funds are
limited. We also need money to undertake
other campaigning.

The Garibaldi, St Albans

| have received correspondence from Sid
Brown of Herne Hill, South East London
with an enquiry about “Thirsty in St
Albans”, issue 189.

“The old” before Garibaldi is to help the
flow of the poem; as it was written in 1884
the pub would have not been open for more
than 30 years at the time of writing.

As far as | know the Garibaldi was erected
as a pub when Albert Street was built and
has always traded under the same name.
Garibaldi was a very popular figure in St
Albans due to the large Italian community
in the city. It is rumoured, though not con-
firmed, that he did visit St Albans, fundrais-
ing during his campaign to unify the
Principalities and form what is the modern
Italy.

This is not all the correspondence received
but | hope gives an idea of the matters we
are addressing. Please continue to write. We
appreciate your input. There will be more
“Tasting Notes” next issue. Ed.



Real Beer and pubs -
have the soaps got it right?

here would EastEnders be without
Wthe Queen Vic or the Archers with

no Bull? Soaps and other TV and
radio programmes thrive on portraying pubs
to help the story line and give interaction
between customers. So how true to life is
the image and do they get it right when it
comes to beer? With the odd notable excep-
tion all the drinks served are fictional. The
Nags Head in “Only Fools and Horses” on
the BBC, which does not take advertising,
suddenly in the third series

advice, tampered with a barrel and got the
disapproval of customers and landlord alike
when the beer was not up to standard). The
funny thing about the Bull is that every cus-
tomer has the correct change so prices per
pint do not have to be mentioned.
Unlike radio, in the Rovers Return the beer
is clearly visible and Newton and Ridley
should have a word about institutionalised
short measure, even though the punters
never seem to complain. Again there is
handpumped Bitter; Mild

became a Fullers pub with
all the advertising material,
drip mats, pump clips etc.,
a “right result” as Del boy

Newton and Ridley
should have a word

was only mentioned
when the pub was origi-
nally sold off as a free
house and they do sell

would put it. A Fullers pub| about institutionalised | some keg or top pressure

would not be out of place
in Peckham anyway.

short measure

beer. One story line had
locals opposing the con-

The Bull is now the only
pub in Ambridge after the “Cat and Fiddle”
closed and became a private house (nothing
out of the ordinary for country pubs these
days) and sells the mystical “Shires” which
as we are on the radio must assume is a bit-
ter. The sound effects tell us that it is on
handpump and it needs a lot of careful
looking after (the relief barman; against Sid’s

The Rovers Return. How “real” is it?

version to a theme pub
but they only succeeded in stopping it by
buying the place. By the way, what has hap-
pened to the Flying Horse, the nearest local.
Has it closed? The Royal British Legion Club
is the only other drinking establishment that
still gets a mention (no doubt some Corrie
fan will help me with this). Money does
change hands in the Rovers and now and
again you can find out how much a pint is,
substantially less than in Hertfordshire but
true to Manchester.

The Queen Vic continues alone after the
Dagmar burnt down (obviously someone
didn’t like the beer), a not too uncommon
occurence in the East End if the soap is to
be believed. The beer is Churchill’s
(reminds me of Gladstone) which looks like
a re-badged Burton Ale from the pump clip
and everyone seems to manage to drink
without mentioning money. Of course we
have the Woolpack in Emmerdale which
appears to be a free house the last time |
was unfortunate enough to be watching and
the Aidensfield Arms in Heartbeat which
appears to be tied to Cameron’s plus the
many other wonderful establishments in the
other soaps. Any interesting observations
will be gratefully received. Steve Bury

swift Halve

Watford residents

oppose late [icences
Watford town centre residents are
opposing an application for a late
licence for the Lloyds No1 in the Parade.
The bar owned by J.D.Wetherspoon wants
to open until 2.30am Monday to Saturday
and 1am Sunday. The town residents associ-
ation has already defeated an application by
Bass to open an Edwards bar in the parade
and late licences for the Aura and Cafe
Maximo have been rejected. Planning per-
mission for extensions to the Aura and
O’Neills have also been refused. The resi-
dents are already unhappy about the disrup-
tion caused by the large number of revellers
in the town at weekends and the high level
of policing necessary and do not want this
extended to the rest of the week. A
Wetherspoon spokesperson said, “We feel

there is an untapped market for our type of
bar in Watford, which hopefully would not
upset too many people. Wetherspoon’s
prides itself on being a good well-run com-
pany. It is not our intention to run our pubs
at the expense of people trying to live a nor-
mal life. We would be happy to meet with
residents and discuss any matters with
them".

Sadly as “Pints Of View” has reported on
several occasions our town centres are
being taken over by large themed bars on
pub circuits.

Gladstone update

In the article in the |a5t newsletter we stated
that it was not clear how the Gladstone
name came about. We have now been cor-
rected. Apparently McMullens ran a compe-
tition amongst its customers and yes,
Gladstone won.

he Three Horseshoes at Letchmore

Heath has been in the last five CAMRA
Good Beer Guides and Richard and Vicky,
mine hosts, were unhappy that they had
only been placed in the “Inn Brief” sec-
tion which gives the minimum of details.
Having surveyed the pub myself we can
assure readers that not only do they serve
excellent beer but the pub is unique and
has an interesting history. The Horseshoes
has traded as a beer house since at least
the eighteenth century and quite possible
earlier. In 1586 the house was recorded
with the smithy in the adjoining outbuild-
ings, The earliest parts of the building are
the timber framed hall dating from the
16th century and the attractive frontage
from the seventeenth century. The build-
ing underwent substantial reconstruction
of both the pub and smithy in 1803. The
pub and village have featured in many

What the new “Good Beer Guide”
did not say

films since the 1920’s as well as in numer-
ous TV appearances. The pub still has two
separate bars, a flagstone public and gen-

uine oak beamed lounge. An imaginative

home cooked menu is also available. The
pub is well worth a visit and is justifiably

in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide 2002.




