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for Sale.

an anyone lend me £200,000,000?
The joke has been going round ever

since the Sunday Times of 24
February announced that Close Bros., the
Investment Bank, were advising the
McMullen family on
how to realise the
value of their assets.
The rumours were
confirmed during the
following days with
Fergus McMullen
visiting publicans and
informing them of the
possible sale and
then a statement by
Barry Bremner, Mac’s
Public Relations
Officer, made from
the brewery saying
that “ a large number
of the company’s
shares are held in
trusts. A number of
these trusts and

. . m ﬂmf
associated sharehold- ‘% Birthday

ers who hold the
majority of the
ordinary share capital
have indicated that
they wish to release
their investment”.
Basically the
company is owned
by David, John and
lan McMullen.

"Hopal Cher”

.Mac’s for Sale.

Fergus, who is on the board, would inherit
from John. Simply David and Fergus wish to
continue and John and lan wish to sell. The
problem is what is for sale? McMullen’s have
a large amount of assets. As well as the

brewery and their
tied pubs they own a
large amount of
valuable property
and land in Hertford,
Ware and around
Hertfordshire.
£200,000,000 might
seem a lot for the
brewery and tied
estate of 135 pubs
but their total assets
are worth a great
deal more.

There has been talk
of Greene King,
Pubmaster or even a
rank outsider such as
Fullers being
interested - all deny
this. None of these
would be interested
in brewing in
Hertford. They

Happier days at
Mac’s. Fergus, left,
David McMullen and
employees celebrate
the Queen Mum’s
100th birthday.
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would, however, want pubs such as the
Nag’s Head in Covent Garden, the Spice of
Life, Cambridge Circus or the Admiral Mann
in Islington, but not many of the rural gems
Mac’s own in Herts and Essex.

CAMRA has been in dispute with
McMullen’s for five years about their use of
the cask breather beer dispense system and
their refusal to recognise an elected CAMRA
Brewery Liaison Officer.

I have criticised Mac’s many times in this
publication for their business decisions, the
latest being the discontinuation of Gladstone
Bitter, a traditional ale which has been
replaced by Mac’s Smooth, a keg
Smoothflow.

I have always supported Mac’s traditional
beers; Country Best Bitter and AK, as well as
their Special Reserves and also recognise
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and support their good licensees and the “
traditional pubs they still run. i
The Morning Advertiser, a trade paper, has
criticised me and my South Herts CAMRA
cronies of shedding crocodile tears over the
demise of McMullen’s. | was fortunate
enough to be asked to comment after the
article was printed but although | put the
record straight it is unlikely that it will be
printed.

McMullen’s was formed in 1827 and until
now has been proud of its brewing traditions
and history. It nearly closed in the past due
to death duties and fought off possible
takeovers by other predators within the
trade. It is sad to imagine that Hertford could \
lose a large number of jobs, its brewery, and ‘
many of its pubs because of lack of interest,
by two of the family board.  Steve Bury

THE WHITE
HORSE

Castle Street, Hertford
Now a Fuller’s “Freestyle”
House
A minimum of seven cask

ales always available including
at least four guest beers

Tel: 01992 501950

Lin & Dick welcome
you to

The

iermaid

98 Hatfield Road
St Albans
017927 837758

Homemade food a Speciality
(Lunchtimes only)

Always three regular real ales
and two guests




= Hertfordshire’s

cMullen & Sons Limited is the
oldest independent brewer in
Hertfordshire and has always

proclaimed its independence.

The company was founded in 1827 when
there were many other independent
brewers in Hertfordshire. The first brewery
was started by Peter McMullen, great-great
grandfather of the McMullen family who
run the present-day company. Peter
McMullen was a cooper and operated his
modest brewery possibly in his garden
shed or barn in what is now Railway Street
in Hertford. He had no pubs to his name at
that time, so he sold his beers himself to all
and sundry, just as he did three years later
when he was able to expand his enterprise
and buy a riverside property which he
converted into a brewery.

Peter McMullen’s brewing venture was
extremely successful and he sold his ales
to many hostelries and drinking houses in

=2 family brewery

that in 1836 he was able to purchase his
own pub, The Greyhound, at Bengeo.
This pub s still a thriving Mac’s house
today.

In 1860, Peter McMullen retired and his
fourth and fifth sons - of a family of nine
children - Alexander Peter and Osmond
Henry, took over the business which then
became known as P McMullen & Sons.
Four years later, there began a decade of
expansion which laid the foundatiions for
the successful future of the company with
the purchase of the Cannon Brewery in
Ware and in 1874 Star Brewery, also in
Ware, and all the pubs of these two
concerns. The continuing expansion of
the company demanded a bigger produc-
tion plant, so in 1891 the Hartham Lane
brewhouse was built and still stands
today, the original timber and copper
fermenting vessels still being used.The first
of three 240-feet deep wells was sunk
under the brewhouse at the same time

the Hertford area, so it was not surprising

d Fergus
McMullen, by
one of the
brewery’s
original
Victorian
brewing
coppers

and are still used today to supply the
million of gallons of water (liquor) that are
needed in production of Mac’s beers and
lagers.

The next big developement came in 1904
when the Company purchased the Epping
Brewery together with all its pubs. At this
time, McMullen was one of no fewer than
35 independent brewers in Hertfordshire.
The next generation of McMullens, under
Osmond Robert McMullen, took over the
running of the Company in 1914 and in
1922 he bought the neighbouring Hope
Brewery - and yet more pubs. Five years
later, he acquired two pubs in London, the
Admiral Mann in Camden Town and the
Nags Head in Covent Garden. The
company added to its London representa-
tion in 1986 by purchasing The Spice of
Life in Cambridge Circus in the heart of
London’s theatreland.

After the death of Osmond Robert in 1946,
his son, Colonel R P McMullen headed up
the company and guided it through the
difficult days following the war. His sons,
lan McMullen and David McMullen are
the present joint Managing Directors and
his nephew, John McMullen is Chairman.
Although there has generally been an
emphasis on the traditional process of beer

The Greyhound, Bengeo. McMullen’s first-
ever pub

production, change has been continual at
McMullen’s.

The opening of a new brewhouse in 1984
enabled a new lager to be brewed. A new
cask ale, Gladstone, was introduced in the
early nineties to sit alongside the other two
cask ales in the Mac’s portfolio, Original
AK and Country Best Bitter, which was
under threat. AK is probably one of the
oldest ales brewed in the UK, though
nobody is quite sure of the name’s origins.
The last decade also saw a range of
unusual and interesting Special Reserve
cask ales being sold.

Is brewing now
dead in
Hertford?

If the news about McMullen’s wasn’t
bad enough the notice of receivership
for the Dark Horse Brewery in Adams
Yard was placed by C. Ravenscroft, a
director of the brewery in local papers
recently. The hearing was held at
Dudden Hill, London on 8 March and
at the time of going to press there is no
information on the outcome. It is
rumoured that brewing may continue. It
is not clear how or where. Any corrobo-
rated information would be most

helpful.




Our letter to McMullen’s

South Hertfordshire Branch
134 Victoria Street, St Albans, Herts AL1 3TG

== The Campaign For Real Ale
G

20t March 2002

David McMullen
Managing Director
McMullen’s Brewery
26 Old Cross
Hertford

Herts SG14 1RD

Dear David
The future of McMullen’s

We were shocked and stunned to hear the news in February that your Brewery and
tied estate may be up for sale. The situation was discussed at length at our branch
meeting last night and the members present asked me to write to you and express
their feelings.

We have always supported your traditional cask conditioned beers, which have a
character and individuality which many other brewers seem to have lost. There is no
argument within the campaign that McMullens have kept standards high and that
their real ales could not and would not be the same if brewed at a different plant.

You also own a wide range of different tied houses that have evolved to meet the
needs of the local communities in Herts and Essex that they serve. Having visited all
of them personally, I know that most are run as genuine, traditional pubs when
compared with the many bland faceless establishments run by your competitors.

The South Herts branch of CAMRA looks upon the possible break up of the brewery
and tied estate as a disaster and recognises as I am sure you do that McMullens can
have a long and prosperous future as well as an impressive past.

We hope that the situation between the board members and shareholders can be
resolved in a way that will keep the company intact and we offer our unconditional
support to those who wish to save McMullen’s.

If there is anything that the Campaign locally can do to help please do not hesitate
to ask. If you wish to publish or circulate this letter please feel free to do so.

Yours sincerely

U Sz

Phil Defriez

Chairman, South Hertfordshire Branch
Campaign for Real Ale

Wiite JHant
Tap

4 Keyfield Terrace, St Albans
Tel: 01727 860974

Live music Saturday

Lunchtime food
served daily

Greene King IPA, London Pride
Adnams Broadside and Guest

Traditional Pub Games

www.whiteharttap.co.uk

GOOD BEER GUIDE ENTRY 2002

The
ELEPHANT & CASTLE

AMWELL LANE, AMWELL,
WHEATHAMPSTEAD, HERTS.
Tel: 01582 832175

QUALITY FOOD

Greene King IPA, Abbot Ale
& two rotating Guest Beers

The Duke of
Marlborough

110 Holywell Hill, St Albans
Tel: 01727 858982

Under New Management

Real Ales a speciality

Current choice:
Jennings Cumberland 4%
Burton Ale 4.8%
Ansell’s Mild 3.4%

Quality homemade food served
lunchtime daily

Function room for hire

GOOD BEE}R GUIDE ENTRY 2002
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THE FARMERS BOY

London Road, St Albans
Tel: 01727 766702

Open all day for homemade
food and drink

Home of Verulom Brewery

“One of Britain’s Best 500 Pubs”
Roger Protz




Short measure issue comes
to a head

= | ~ake a close look at the woman on this
page. She is Melanie Johnson, local
MP for Welwyn/Hatfield and Labour’s
Consumer Minister.

And in case you were wondering, the

subtly changed. A thick head might be
appropriate on a pint of Tetley but not for
many other beers”.

Perhaps, not surprisingly, pub companies
and brewers lobbied against tighter legisla-

photograph is not faulty. The
ten per cent we have shaved
off Ms Johnson is about the
same amount of beer you’re
likely to be short whenever
you order a pint.

Ms Johnson recently an-
nounced in the House of
Commons the government’s
plan for legislation on short
measure. And despite
assurances that it would be
sympathetic to CAMRA and
Trading Standards’ claims that
a pint of beer should be
exactly that, 100% liquid, it
appears that the commercial
intestests of the brewing industry have been
placed before the rights of the consumer. In
short the government has taken a major U-
turn in the short measure debate.

CAMRA has long campaigned that a pint of
beer should be exactly that - 20 fluid
ounces. That is why, whenever you go to a
CAMRA beer festival, you will always
receive an over-sized glass to get exactly
that.

According to'Ms Johnson, a pint is only not
a pint when it contains a head of more than
one fluid ounce and the government would
introduce legislation later this year requiring
a pint of beer to contain 95% liquid. Her
proposals would ensure a better deal for
customers without pushing up the price of a
pint. “Pulling a pint is not a precise science”,
she said, “but at the moment the worst
offenders are consistently giving customers a
short measure.”

CAMRA maintain that a quarter of all pints
served contain less than the magical 95%
figure. Responding to the announcement,
CAMRA'’s lain Lowe said: “The 100% figure
was a 1997 election promise and was on
their website until very recently when it was

tion, claiming 100% liquid
would require millions of
new glasses. It welcomed the
new proposals.

However, not all MP’s are
unsympathetic. Some 220
recently signed an early day
motion calling for a full pint.
Lib. Dem. MP, Nigel Jones,
who chairs the all-party
parliamentary beer group
said: “This is a very disap-
pointing announcement from
the minister. It's another
example of Labour wriggling
around because big business
gets at them”.  Roger Filler

Old Cross
Tavern

Real Ale Free House
“The way pubs used to be”
8 St Andrew Street, Hertford
Tel: 01992 583133

Food available lunchtimes
Monday-Saturday

SOUTH HERTS PUB OF THE YEAR
1999 & 2000

JOHN HURRELL
1941-2002

report the death of John Hurrell

who has died after a long illness.
John was involved with CAMRA from
its early days, having joined back in
1974. At that time he was living in the
Herts/Essex borders branch area and,
amongst other things, he organised
brewery trips and pub crawls for the

It is with great sadness that we

_ branch. He also took part in the first

protest march organised by CAMRA,
which was against the closure of Joule’s
brewery in Stone, which explains his
extensive collection of Joule’s memora-
bilia. After moving to Watford in the
early 1980s he was a founding member
of the Watford & District branch and
went on to hold most positions on the
committee, including that of branch
chairman for two years. He was well

known in many of the local pubs
(and clubs!), particularly those where
he delivered Pints of View.

John worked at many Great British
Beer Festivals helping to set up and
dismantle the various stands, and
while the festival was open he was to
be found on the membership stand
where he welcomed many new
members to CAMRA. The most
fitting tribute to him would be if his
enthusiasm for the Real Ale cause
has been passed on to the many
members of the next generation of
beer drinkers with whom he came
into contact. He will be sorely missed
by those who knew him as a cam-
paigning colleague, but particularly
so by those who were lucky enough
to call him a friend.




