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Monopolies and Mergers Commission re-

port into the Brewing industry in the UK
led to the Beer Orders which brought about
the biggest change that the industry had seen
for a century. The legislation stopped brewers
owning more than a set percentage of the
country’s pub stocks. If a brewer owned more

| It seems a very long time ago that the
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than 2,000 tied pubs they had to offer a draught
beer (I stress draught beer) from another
supplier.

Unfortunately from the outset the strong brew-
ers’ lobby in Parliament insisted on changes
and what finally came about was a compro-
mise, which CAMRA has never felt provided
enough protection for the consumer. The case
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has been proven by the number of small and
large brewing concerns that have been taken
over and closed since the “Orders” came into
place.

The Big Six

Britain’s big six: Courage, Allied, Whitbread,
Scottish & Newcastle, Watneys and Bass have
now been reduced to three: Interbrew, Scot-
tish Courage and Bass. Large non-brewing pub
companies hold large numbers of tied houses
taking all their beer through supply agreements
with the big three.

The Downside

The other downside is the number of perfectly
viable pubs that have been closed, many to
reduce competition between the giants. The
premises are sold de-licensed or with cov-
enants that effectively stop them from being
re-opened as pubs. This in many cases means
that they are worth more as private dwellings,
which is just another bonus for the Pub Co’s.

Taking all the above into account it is strange
therefore that the Department of Trade and
Industry and the Government are proclaiming
that the Beer Orders are no longer necessary.
If they were on the right wavelength they would
be introducing new tighter legislation to pro-
tect the consumer and support this country’s
small independent brewers.

One could be cynical and suggest that the
small and micro brewers are not large con-
tributors to party funds. The sliding scale taxa-
tion announced in the budget will be swal-
lowed up in reducing wholesale prices in an
effort by the smaller producers to compete with
greatly discounted beer offered by the mega
brewers.

If the Beer Orders are removed all areas of
customer choice will be under attack, which
is why CAMRA is mounting a campaign to save
the legislation and have a full review, which
will hopefully lead to better protection for the
consumer.

Steve Bury, Editor
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Fourteen pence off a pint
is just “spin”

350 micro brewers as Gordon Brown

finally gave them the duty cut that
they had been fighting to get for nearly 20
years. The reduction means that smaller
producers of under 3,000 barrels a year (in
brewing terms a barrel is 36 gallons) will get
a reduction equivalent to £40 per barrel. 36
gallons is 288 pints and on my calculator
this is 13.8 pence per pint. Brewers who
produce up to 18,000 barrels will receive a
reduction of up to £120,000 per year.
£120,000 divided by 18,000 equals £6.66
per barrel which is 2 pence per pint.
Drinkers reading press releases were hoping
for major reductions in micros’ prices.

B udget day was a day of joy for Britain’s

However, what has happened is that micros’
beer can now be wholesaled at more
competitive prices against the mega brewers
and large independents: the tax reduction
can only give the opportunity for a better
choice of beers and keep smaller producers
alive.

The tax cut should also give an incentive to
publicans to open breweries to provide their
own beer, though anyone who thinks this is
easy should take professional advice.

The medium-sized independent brewers feel
that they have been overlooked and state
that the two pence reduction will not help
them compete with discounts given by the
mega combines.

The Tring Brewery,
one of the local micros
which will benefit most

’

from the duty cut.

Several local CAMRA branches now have their own web sites. To find
out what is happening in the world of real ale in your area log on to:

South Herts: www.hertsale.org.uk
North Herts: www.nherts-camra.org.uk
Mid- Chilterns: www.mysite.freeserve.com/midchiltern.camra

4 John and Jo Tibble (and
Thomas the dog) of The
Carpenters Arms are
presented with their award
by Phil Defriez, South
Herts CAMRA Chairman

The best pints in Hertfordshire

ot from their success at winning
H South Herts Dave Burns Award,

which acknowledges those who
promote the cause of real ale in
Hertfordshire, John & Jo Tibble of the
Carpenters Arms, Cravells Road,
Harpenden, have won the “Pub Of The
Year” award, as voted by the active
members of South Herts CAMRA.
It is the first time that the pub has won the
award and at a presentation evening on 7th
May, well-wishers, locals and CAMRA
members from across the county crammed
the pub to see John and Jo presented with
thier shield and framed certificate.
To a cheering audience South Herts
Chairman, Phil Defriez spoke of how John
and Jo had turned an average back street
local into a mecca for real ale drinkers.
“CAMRA particularly commended the
Carpenters for its continual support of dark
mild, a style under threat these days,” said
Phil. Judging by the amount of the stuff
drunk that night the future for mild is secure,
in this part of Hertfordshire at least.
Meanwhile, over at Wildhill, near Essendon,
Graham and Ros Craig had to settle this year
for the runner-up award, after sharing the
title last year.
Mild was also on offer at their presentation

night and another packed evening saw
Graham thanking his regulars for all the help
and support they had given Ros and himself
over the years.

Graham and Ros Craig of The Woodman,
Wildhill, receive their runner-up award
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Pints, peanuts
& pickled

eggs

Roger Filler takes a look at a new
exhibition on Hertford’s pubs

hroughout the centuries Hertford has

never been short of a pub or two, and

the current exhibition at the town
Museum in Bull Plain, “Hertford’s Pubs, Past
And Present, Pints, Peanuts & Pickled Eggs”,
celebrates that fact as it takes you on a
glorious pub crawl stopping at estab-
lishments that might be long gone, but are
clearly not forgotten.

Seldom seen material

The exhibition opened in the middle of May
and runs until 7th September. “We have an
awful lot of photos and other artefacts
connected to the pubs in Hertford in our
archive, many of which seldom see the light
of day,” says the museum’s curator, Helen
Gurney. “Some came from brewers and
some from individuals. | think we have a
good mix on display at this exhibition, and
I’'m pleased to say the response from early
visitors has been very positive”.

Even back as far as 1621 Hertford had over

Left: Pub sign from the
Blackbirds, now the
Fledgling and Firkin.

i | Below: Many jugs and

| various drinking vessels
are displayed.

Right: Part of
McMullen’s contribution
to the exhibition. Dick
Turpin’s jug is on the far
left.

20 inns and alehouses in the town centre of
which three survive today, the Salisbury
Arms, then known as the Bell, the White
Hart and the Fledgling & Firkin, then known
as The Magpie and later as The Blackbirds.
In one display cabinet sits an earthenware
jug, suposedly owned by Dick Turpin and
used when he visited a Hertford pub, the
Vine Inn, before he fled through an open

window to avoid the law. Hertford, of
course, has had strong brewing connections
for hundreds of years. The main crop in the
area was barley, maltings were common-
place along the Lee and the waterway
provided quick and easy access to the
London markets.

Pub signs

Another part of the exhibition deals with pub
signs. Many early signs contained no words
as the majority of the population would have
been illiterate, so the visitor would have to

Old Cross
Tavern

' Real Ale Free House
“The way pubs used to be”
8 St Andrew Street, Hertford
Tel: 01992 583133

Food available lunchtimes
Monday-Saturday

SOUTH HERTS PUB OF THE YEAR
1999 & 2000

guess the name of the pub. McMullen’s have
contributed two panels in miniature in this
section dating from the 1960s. One large
wooden inn sign on display of The Turk’s
Head dates from 1750. The pub was
eventually closed in 1824.

It is obvious that the town's pubs were an
important influence on the local
community. In the 18th century far more
beer was drunk than today as it was
considered safer than water which was often
contaminated. Even school children drank
beer. Boys at the Hertford Grammar School
would drink half a pint of “fairly good beer”
every lunchtime.

Even though the exhibition deals with pubs,
local brewers are not forgotten. Rayments of
Furneux Pelham is featured, as is the
recently closed Dark Horse Brewery,
Nicholls and McMullen’s.

One of the display cabinets features pub
games while another shows clay pipes and
snuff boxes from the 19th century.

CAMRA

CAMRA is well represented, with a display
showing old beer festival posters, local
guides, badges and other breweriana. Much
of it comes from local member Les
Middlewood’s own collection, and Les has
also compiled a fold-out guide to the town’s
pubs, with a brief description of each and a
comprehensive town map. These are free
for visitors to take away.

If you wish to linger longer there is a games
table to play a couple of pub games and a
book to record your favourite pub in
Hertford and why you like it so much.

Hertford Museum,Bull Plain, Hertford
Tel 01992 582686




