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THE BITTER END

Government short measure plan will
mean even bigger “rip off”

hris Howell,
Britain’s top
Trading

Standards Officer,
has seriously
criticised the
Government’s 95%
liquid pint plan. As
a leading officer on
Weights & Meas-
ures he has pointed
out that the plan to
make 95% the legal
minimum would
actually mean a
92% pint because magistrates would count

cider and real ale
as well.

Please join us in
writing to the DTI :-
Mr Greg Vaughan

| Consumer Affairs
Directorate

Room 459
Department of
Trade and Industry
1 Victoria Street
London SW2H OET
and also your MP
to raise this issue
and stop this

HOW DOES YOUR PINT
MEASURE UP?

continual customer “Rip Off”.

minor infringements as acceptable in the
same way as speeding and even drunken
driving is dealt with at present. Prosecutions
would only be possible against licensees
who consistently served pints 7-8% short,
which in reality could be 87-88% liquid,
something which our surveys have shown is
exceedingly rare at the moment.

He also pointed out that the number of pints
tested falling short of full measure had risen
from 20% to 50% over the last twenty years,
proving CAMRA’s point that short measure is
becoming standard practice throughout the
trade.

Nitrokeg beers are the most regularly served
short but every regular draught drinker
knows the problem is experienced with lager,

WANT TO COMPLAIN?

Local Trading Standards exist-to protect the
interests of consumers.

If you are experiencing short measure after
politely asking for a top up, if you find pubs
do not show an accurate price list or you feel
a pub is deliberately ripping you off Trading
Standards will investigate.

Trading Standards Department
45 Grosvenor Road

St Albans, Herts.

Tel: 01992 556799

THE BITTER END

Royston says “No”

en Nelson, Secretary of the Manor
House Social Club in Royston has
recruited every licensee in the town in the
fight against drugs.
The initiative called “Club Watch” monitors
potential drug pushers in the town and
anyone found dealing in or taking drugs on
any premises in the area will be barred for
life.
Anyone wanting more details should contact
Ken Nelson on 01763 243256.

Ancient and Modern

hen The Ancient Briton pub in

Harpenden Road, St Albans, changed
to a Harvester last year, most pub watchers
thought the name was gone for good.
CAMRA lobbied the Harvester Group to
recognise its heritage as the name had a long
connection with the history of the city and of

the ancient area around Beech Bottom.
Local residents and councillors felt similarly
and Harvester agreed to mount a plaque with
local information on a stone to be located in
the front of the building.

Harvester will also be paying for Ancient
Briton junction signs on the four approaches
to the crossroads. The work will be
completed over the summer.
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Old Cross
Tavern

Hes
\_"
Real Ale Free House

“The way pubs used to be”

8 St Andrew Street, Hertford
Tel: 01992 583133

Food available lunchtimes
Monday-Saturday

SOUTH HERTS PUB OF THE YEAR
1999 & 2000

Lin & Dick welcome
you to

The

Mermaid

98 Hatfield Road
St Albans
01727 837758

Homemade food a Speciality
(Lunchtimes only)

Always three regular real ales
and two guests




JOIN CAMRA NOW!

Help protect Britain’s Real Ale Heritage
by joining the Campaign for Real Ale

Fill in this form and send it, together with a cheque
made payable to CAMRA Ltd. to:

Membership Secretary, CAMRA
230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts. AL1 4LW

Membership rates: Single £16 O Joint £19 O
Under26 £9 0 Retired £9 0 Retired Joint £12
Overseas £20 0 Overseas Joint £23 [0 (tick appropriate box)

I wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale and agree to abide by the Memorandum and Articles
of Association

CHAR

London Road, St Albans
Tel: 01727 766702

Open all day for homemade
food and drink

Home of Verulam Brewery

“One of Britain’s Best 500 Pubs”
Roger Protz

Several local
CAMRA branches
now have their
own web sites.
To find out what
is happening in
the world of real ale in your
area log on to:

South Herts:
www.hertsale.org.uk
North Herts:
www.nherts-camra.org.uk
Mid- Chilterns:
mysite.freeserve.com/
midchilternscamra
Herts/Essex Borders
www.heb-camra.org.uk
Watford & District
www.watfordcamra.org.uk

If | Were A Carpenter

t seems quite likely that John and Jo

Tibble, of The Carpenter’s Arms in
Harpenden might have to extend their pub to
accommodate all the awards and accolades
they are having heaped upon them at the
moment.
In the last six months the amiable couple
have won CAMRA South Herts Pub of the
Year, the Dave Burns Award for services to
Real Ale, and a Harpenden in Bloom
competiton. Now comes news that the pub
in Cravells Road has won the first ever “Best
Country Pub” in the St Albans area. What
next? Watch this space.

First Hertford Festival
is a huge success

3 T

U nfortunately the last Points of View went
‘to press as the first Hertford Beer Festival
was being held over the Jubilee weekend.
We are pleased to report that the event was a
great success as anybody who visited the
outdoor event held in the Castle grounds in
Central Hertford would no doubt agree. The
weather stayed fine and the beer was in top
class form. Thousands of pints were con-
sumed and visitors could chose from over
60 different beers.

Organised by the licensees from The Old
Cross Tavern and The White Horse, the
festival is set to become an annual event in
the beer drinker’s calendar in Hertfordshire.
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Pub seems a little off
colour

couple of “Pints of View” ago we

featured Hertford’s Three Tuns’ conver-
sion to Thirsty Brandon’s and its distinctive
yellow and maroon paint job.
Since then, Hertford’s Town Council and
nearby residents have been calling for a
return to the listed building’s more sober
cream and buff colour scheme and the pub
has been told to tone it down.
Claire Hunt, who took over the pub’s
franchise with her husband Nicholas last
November, said persistent complaints had
made them feel unwelcome in Hertford. “We
run another pub in London Colney and we
were welcomed into that community from
day one.”
Responding to the council’s ruling on the
pub’s colour, Mrs Hunt said: “I don’t mind
choosing a new colour from approved
palette if | have to - | would have done that in
the first place if we’d been asked to”.
Letters to planning officers from members of
the public have also complained about the
pub’s new name, even though the council
has no control what it calls itself.
Mrs Hunt joked: “We've been thinking about
changing the name again - perhaps The
Devil’s Advocate would be appropriate this
time”. However, The Three Tuns seems better
to us.

Thirsty Brandon’s, aka The Three Tuns,
St Andrew Street, Hertford




Clues in italics are either locations in Herts, when the
answer is a (or the) pub there, or Herts pub names,

Prize Crossword

1 5 6

7

Win Free tickets to St Albans Beer Festival
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The first three correct entries drawn after the closing date of 14 September 2002 will win one free ticket to
any single session of the St Albans Beer Festival at the Alban Arena, 25-28 September and £10 of beer

‘vouchers. Send entries to ] E Green, 63 Green Lane, St Albans, Herts AL3 6HE

when the answer is a (or the) location where that pub
can be found. Other clues are normal.

ACROSS

St Albans (9)

Go faster than what streaker does in the open? (8)
In explosion, it reacts (5)

Yew Tree (7)

They observe the start of Easter, certainly (4)
Brewery in Yorkshire, a cocky type (7)

Iris and pupil have such a relationship (10)

Set fire to about 35 fluid ounces, roughly (5)
Reliants break down-it's the internal components (8)
Style of glass from Amsterdam? (5)

Lilley (6,4)

Hoops (5,5)

It could be mixed into Cognac, for starters (5)
Goose Green (8)

Cricketer - he needs to wash (5)

Watford (6,4)

See returns - about a quart? Not right - makes it the
same (7)

Mealtime nutrition selection? (4)

Include five in love romp (7)

North Bushey (5)

Hopfields (8)

A study’s a right shambles at weekends (9)

DOWN

It's not specific information-rationalise somehow (14)
Proportion confined by operations (5)

Aspire to consume chopped herb outside (7)

St Albans (5,3,4)

It's unlawful for chemical company to break into
damaged till (7)

Group of islands where main road backs on to the
sea (7)

Robin Hood and Little John (7)

Went for right in try score (6)

East Anglian brewery of which Boadicea was in
charge (5)

Harpenden (10,4)

Putting beer into explosive shows ability (6)

0Old tharacter leaves dinner uneaten (4)

A breaking of rules in fermenting operation (12)
Chorleywood (4)

Hitchin (6)

Tea-chest contains something for everyone (4)
Composition found in shop, usually (4)
Disentangle crazy nut with drink (7)

The short hooked drive succeeded (7)
Seafood said to give you strength (7)

Private chamber originating in France (7)
Shabby person showing a bit of neck (6)
Letchworth (5)

4 in combination make comeback in quartet (5)

THE WHITE
HORSE

Castle Street, Hertford
Now a Fuller’s “Freestyle”
House
A minimum of seven cask

ales always available including
at least four guest beers

Tel: 01992 501950

The Duke of
Marlborough

110 Holywell Hill, St Albans
Tel: 01727 858982

Under New Management

Real Ales a speciality

Current choice:
Jennings Cumberland 4 %
Burton Ale 4.8%
Ansell’s Mild 3.4%

Quality homemade food served
lunchtime daily

Function room for hire




DOWN YOUR WAY

Our information comes from a wide variety
of sources and it is inevitable that some
errors will occur. Please inform us of any
mistakes and the appropriate correction,
apology or retraction will be published. Ed

@ BARNET: Colin Isaacson, manager of The
Old Mitre, is leaving to buy his own pub
near St Neots, Cambs. CAMRA wish him
every success in his new venture.

@ BUSHEY: The White Hart has re-opened
as Delano’s Bar, serving cocktails and pasta -
but no beer.

@ FROGMORE: We are sad to announce
the closure of the Red Cow, especially
considering the loss of the Black Horse
down the road in Colney Street. We believe
the owner wishes to convert the premises
into an antique shop. It is always sad to see a
historic pub close.

@ NEW BARNET: We welcome Gary Dunks
and Carol Strickland to The Railway Tavern.
This Wells pub is due for a refurbishment
shortly and there will be the full range of

READERS’ LETTERS

We receive a considerable amount of
correspondence from readers and always
answer letters and investigate issues raised.
Unfortunately, often due to lack of space
rather than content, letters cannot be printed.
Here are a couple from our in-tray.

The King Harry, St Albans. Several readers
have contacted us after my comments about
this pub in edition 192. John Green of St
Albans has written “all that appeared in the
newsletter was a sneering reference to the
pub calling itself a Free House - no mention
of the beers available, which I believe the
readers would have been interested in.”

We are informed that the beer range does
change regularly and many of the beers
come from smaller regionals and micro
brewers. The quality is good and should be
applauded. The problem is the pricing
policy. Most of our contacts feel that the real

Wells beers when work is complete.

@ PARK STREET: The Old Red Lion, Watling
Street, closed at the end of July will reopen
with Mary, previously of the Overdraught
just up up the road, at the helm. There will
be a variety of different real ales available.

@ SHENLEY: The Queen Adelaide, run by
Martin and Justine, has had its building work
completed. The results are very impressive
and the pub has gained a lot of extra space
by moving the bar.

@ SMALLFORD: The Three Horseshoes is
closed for refurbishment.

@ ST ALBANS: The Rose & Crown, St

Michaels; has been taken over by Pubmaster.

The Peacock is selling Tring beer.

@ WATFORD: A very belated welcome to
Gary Sanders who took over the Nascot
Arms last November. A guest beer has been
making a regular appearance alongside the
Greene King range. Following a successful
mini beer festival earlier in the year the
Southern Cross has continued with a good
range of guest beers.

ales are between 20-30 pence above the
average for the area and this must be
detrimental to trade. John finishes saying: “It's
a pity that the local branch members don’t
get about the town a bit more instead of
concentrating on a few “tickers” pubs where
the beer is often of dubious quality.

The Rose & Crown, Sandridge. Mike Lloyd
wrote in about this Old English Inn, a
company owned by Greene King. He writes:
“| asked for a pint of IPA and was surprised to
find that it was poured from a jug. | was told
that the pump was a dummy and the beer
came straight from the barrel. So | took a £10
note from my pocket and explained that it
was a dummy and came straight from my
wallet. The joke received polite laughter.
Other beers available on handpump are
Ruddles Best, Old Speckled Hen and
London Pride”.
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BRANCH DIARY

WATFORD & DISTRICT

B Fri 9 August. Social at the Great British
Beer Festival, Olympia. Meet on the hour at
membership/information stand from 6pm.
B Thurs 15 August. Branch Social. Nascot
Arms, Watford, 8.30pm; Southern Cross,
Watford, 9.30pm.

B Wed 21 August. Social Stroll. Oaks, West
Hyde, 8pm; Dumb Bell, Hornhill, 9.30pm.
B Thurs 29 August. Load of Hay, Watford
Heath, 8.30pm; Villiers Arms, Oxhey,
9.15pm; Victoria, Oxhey, 10pm.

B Wed 4 September. Club Social. Metropoli-
tan Police Club, Bushey. Times TBC.

B Thurs 12 September. Out of area Social in
Kings Langley. Rose & Crown, 8.45; Old
Palace, 9.15pm; Saracens Head, 10pm.

W Fri 20 September. Out of area Social in
London. Lamb, Lamb’s Conduit Street, 6pm;
Mables, Mabledon Place, 7pm; Head Of
Steam, Euston Station, 8pm.

B Wed 25 September. Watford Stroll. Pub

On The Corner, 8.30pm; Wellington Arms,
9.30pm; Estcourt Arms, 10.15pm.
Contact Martin Few: (H) 01923 252412

ENFIELD & BARNET

B Thurs 1 August. Cavalier, Russell Lane,
Whetstone N20. 9pm.

B Wed 14 August. Jolly Butchers, Enfield,
EN2. 9pm

B Tues 20 August. Prince of Wales, East
Barnet, EN4. 9pm.

B Sat 24 August. Barbecue and Pub Of The
Year presentation, Orange Tree, Winchmore
Hill, N21.

| Tues 27 August. Dog & Duck, Winchmore
Hill, N21. 9pm.

M Sat 31 August. Ramble. Meet Old
Wheatsheaf, Enfield, EN2. TTam.

B Thurs 5 September. Sun & Woolpack,
Enfield Wash, EN3. 9pm.

B Sat 7 September. Visit to Chappel Beer
Festival, Essex.

White Hart
Tap

4 Keyfield Terrace, St Albans
Tel: 01727 860974

Live music Saturday

Lunchtime food
served daily

Greene King IPA, London Pride
Adnams Broadside and Guest

Traditional Pub Games

www.whiteharttap.co.uk

GOOD BEER GUIDE ENTRY 2002

The
FLEPHANT & CASTLE
AMWELL LANE, AMWELL,
WHEATHAMPSTEAD, HERTS.
Tel: 01582 832175
QUALITY FOOD

Greene King IPA, Abbot Ale
& two rotating Guest Beers
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