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The Carpenters Arms 
uth Herts Pub of the Year
 
 
 
 
 

 Issue: 
- South Herts Visits Harviestoun Brewery 
- CAMRA Inventory of Pub Interiors  
- The Clarendon Arms, Chandler’s Cross  

ns go to the Carpenters Arms in Harpenden, as CAMRA South 
irman Phil Defriez (centre) presents landlord John Tibble  
and wife Jo with their Pub of the Year award.  

~ See our full article on page 4 ~ 
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Short Measure Update 
ollowing the last edition of our 
newsletter with our campaign requesting 
Hertfordshire MPs to sign EDM331, 

king for legislation to outlaw short measure, 
e since have had the General Election. 
elanie Johnson, who had not signed, lost 
elwyn & Hatfield to Grant Shapps 
onservative), and Kerry Pollard who had 

gned also lost in St Albans to Anne Main 
onservative).  

e strangest thing is the contents of another 
tter from Peter Lilley, MP for Hitchin & 
arpenden, which informs us that he has now 
ken up the matter with the Under-Secretary 
r State, Nigel Griffiths (in the last edition it 
as Patricia Hewitt). He continues “I, 
erefore, make it my practice to sign only 
ose issues which specifically relate to my 
nstituency or with which I have been 
rsonally involved”. It comes as a great relief 
 hear that nobody is seemingly being short 
easured in Hitchin & Harpenden and it must 
rike Peter as odd that so many of his 
nstituents are writing to him about it. 

 
 

CAMRA Seeks to Block Take-
over of Jennings Brewery 
he Campaign for Real Ale is writing to 
thousands of small shareholders in Cumbrian 
brewery Jennings Brothers urging them to 

reject a £46m takeover offer from Wolverhampton 
& Dudley. The deal was recommended by the 
Jennings board recently, and W&D has agreements 
in place to acquire 27% of shares. John Rudgard, 
the Chairman of Jennings, said: "The deal will 
protect and develop Jennings' heritage within a far 
larger and stronger group". 
Jennings’s Brewery, whose notable beers include 
Cocker Hoop (4.6 ABV), and Cumberland Ale (4.0 
ABV), has performed very well in recent years. 
Jennings’ strategy has made its pubs and beer 
brands very strong and successful, achieving a 
third successive year of double digit percentage 
growth in pre-tax profits.  
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From our previous newsletter 
AMRA chief executive Mike Benner said he was 
eking support for a shareholder meeting to 

ebate the sale. CAMRA Investment Club holds 
.25% of shares in Jennings. W&DB is primarily 
terested in Jennings' 128 tenanted pubs but 
AMRA fears that, despite assurances from W&DB 
ey will not keep the Jennings Brewery open. At 
e recent CAMRA AGM in April members voted 
nanimously to oppose a takeover. 
r Benner admitted it would be an "uphill battle" 
 win the support of 51% of shares necessary to 

lock the W&D bid, but he remained confident of 
inning the backing of the 10% of equity 
ecessary to trigger a shareholder meeting. 
e added: “The W&DB bid for Jennings Brewery 
ill be bad news for consumers and employees, 
ut also for the wider community in Cumbria who 
ce the potential loss of a unique local brewer. 
AMRA is calling for shareholders to put pressure 
n the Jennings board to reject any bid. Promises 
 keep Jennings Brewery open, however genuine, 

re no guarantee. In 1999 W&DB acquired 
ansfield Brewery and closed it within two years”. 
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 Young’s Brewery Closure Looms 
 in April reported on 
 and the threatened 

relocation of the 
- 

er 
p 
ty 
d 
a 
n 
ry 
is 
’s 
n 
te 
le 
is 
Country. Speculation 
don Mayor’s Office 
lans to redevelop 
’s brewery was at the 

oned in the middle of 
 90,000 vehicles  

passing every day. 
The brewery should be a national monument: It 
has 10 working dray horses stabled on site with a 

blacksmith, all the staff 
to maintain the tackle, a 
cooper repairing and 
producing barrels, a 
menagerie of animals in 
the training yard, and 
19th century lignum 
vitae steam engines that 
once powered the 
brewery. All this would 
be lost and there is no 
doubt that even if the 
same ingredients are 
used it would be very 

hard to replicate the original distinctive flavours. A 
battle has raged between John Young, now 83, 
and the investment company GPG, which is the 
largest shareholder outside the family, over the 
closure plans, and it appears that GPG are slowly 
making progress. 
 

Young’s Wandsworth brewery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South Herts CAMRA Pub of the Year 
2001 and 2004 
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Cravells Road 
Harpenden 

01582 460311 
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South Herts Branch Pub of the Year
4

unced in our last edition the 
erts winner is the Carpenters 
arpenden, runner up is the Old 
 Hertford. Two presentations 
ay. 
bs are chosen:  There are 
 350 pubs in the South Herts 
and of these 25 get into the 
 Beer Guide. The Pub of the 
isted from the guide entries by 
rs visiting and scoring the pubs 
 issues over and above the beer 
unity status, variety of beers, 

amenities are all taken into 
op scoring pubs are then voted 
e members. For a pub to win it 
eptional, and the previous 

oof of this.      
s  

on was made on the 10th May 
by a large group of members 
ch, our hosts John & Jo Tibble 
 of their family and staff. 
s promotes mild beers in May 

nters is one of the few pubs in 
t sells a dark mild all year round 
ariety of different brewers. Phil 
RA South Herts branch chair 
sentation and highlighted that 
on the first prize twice in the 

een runner-up on another 
 Carpenters is not a large pub 
e and character. If you have not 
 is full of motoring memorabilia 
collection of foreign number 
rner displays the pub’s awards, 
es Jo & John’s Dave Burns 
ward for their personal 
 the campaign. 
e often pulled is to recommend 
e IV opposite - a Free House is 
your party’s favourite beers and 
d give it a visit. The George has 
many years now but the local 
 not given permission for the 
emoved, which leads to the 
ng some unexpected visitors. 

 
 
Congratulations again to Jo & John Tibble and a 

thank you for their welcome and hospitality. 
Steve Bury 

Old Cross Tavern 
Walk into The Old Cross Tavern in Hertford and 
you might well think that the pub had been there 
for decades, such as is the homely, welcoming 
atmosphere of this award-winning pub in St 
Andrews Street.  
But the Old Cross has only been selling fine ales 
since 1999 and in that time it has won South Herts 
CAMRA Pub of the Year twice and been a runner-
up twice. So it was familiar territory for Bev, the 
owner and licensee, when he received the runner-
up award for Pub of The Year 2004 at the 
beginning of the month, as CAMRA members, 
friends and locals, jammed the pub. 

Bev thanked the branch for their continual support 
in the pub which he said “has always tried to be 
faithful to real ale. I am lucky in having an 
excellent bunch of people working here and it is 
always an honour to receive recognition.” 
In giving the award Branch Chairman, Phil Defriez 
commended Bev on his ever-changing, innovative 
range of real ales, which were always in tip-top 
condition. 

Roger Filler 
 
 
 
 
 

Landlord Bev collects his Runner-up award 

Subscriptions for Pints of View 
£4 for 18 issues. Send to: John Lightfoot, 66 
Dryfield Road, Edgware, Middx., HA8 9JT. 
Cheques payable to: CAMRA South Herts.  
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he newsletter is getting more popular 
and further afield every edition. The 
following e-mails and correspondence 

have arrived since the last edition. 
Peter G.Scott of Higher Denham, Bucks 
writes: “It is high time that the 'Full Pints' 
issue came to a head (Pints of View, No.210), 
not only for draught beer but for bottled beer 
as well.  Why do almost all brewers now 
bottle their beers in 500 millilitre bottles?  This 
is a classic metric rip-off; it is only 88% of a 
pint.  If Charles Wells can still use imperial 
pint bottles, why can't the others?”. 
Ed says -  It may be annoying that some 
bottles are not full pints, but they all hold the 
correct amount of fluid and in my experience 
slightly more. Prices vary greatly depending 
on where you purchase your beer, its strength 
and in what quantity but you are never short 
measured when you buy a bottle as the 
measure is clearly shown on the label.  
Dr P.Garside of Hoddesdon has contacted us 
with some more information on Walsworth. 
He has sent in copies of pages from 
Hertfordshire Inns and the famous W Branch 
Johnson book on Hertfordshire pubs written in 
the 1960’s. 
The Anchor pub is known to have been in 
existence before 1736, with a malt mill 
adjoining the property between 1723-87. The 
first reference to the name Anchor occurred in 
1767 (there was at that time another pub 
called the Anchor in Hitchin town). The road 
through Walsworth was notoriously muddy in 
the 18th Century and it has been suggested 
that this is the reason for the nautical names of 
both the Anchor and the Ship. 
The Ship was originally attached to a farm 
with the first listed licensee is 1806 but the 
pub was in business long before then. In 1899 
the pub advertised cyclists’ accommodation, 
beanfeasts and all kinds of carriage repairs 
executed on the premises. The Ship was 
rebuilt in 1901 and again in 1950 with 
McMullen’s acquiring it in 1914. 
The Sailor Boy is first recorded as the “Sailor” 
in 1841 and it is not clear when the Boy was 
added. The name is clearly related to the 

 
proposed navigation extension. 
I think that’s enough about Walsw
Nautical pubs - Ed. 
David Black of Bristol has contacted us 
Maidenhead, Hertford which was run by
great-great-grandfather between 1858
Maidenhead Inn was originally owned b
Baker’s Hope Brewery and then McM
closed in 1931 and is now the s
Woolworths store. The pub gave its 
Maidenhead Street which was previous
as Souter Street, Wayner Street, Back S
Railway Street. Les Middlewood our loca
is helping David with his enquiries. 
Our last newsletter’s Readers Write refer
Red Cow, Harpenden as being “under-u
have since received feedback disputing t
stating that the pub is busy most even
would like to stress that stating the pub w
used was purely the view of the auth
correspondence we received, and does n
way represent fact, or the opinion of this 
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Now offering a selection of FIVE
different cask ales. 

  

Open All Day, Every Day. 
 

Enjoy the St Albans Dining 
Experience at the Garibaldi 

 
-  Being served  - 

Lunch times 12pm – 2.30pm 
Evenings 6.30pm – 10.00pm 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE LAND OF LIBERTY,  
PEACE AND PLENTY 
FREEHOUSE 
Licensees – CAMRA members Martin and Gill, & staff 
Offer a warm welcome to all 
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 under 14s in the bar, sorry

elcome in a Real Pub! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gill Nicoll & Martin Few  
 

and of Liberty, Peace and Plenty
g Lane, Heronsgate, Herts. WD3 5BS 
3 282226   www.landoflibertypub.com  

½ mile J17 M25
Welcome to one of 
t Albans’ friendliest pubs 

 

 
    98 Hatfield Road 
    St Albans 
    01727 837758 
 

Sky TV with 
Premiership Plus 

 
 regular and three guest ales 

available 
 

rmaidstalbans@btinternet.com 
Tony & Linda Welcome You To
 

The Black Horse
 

29-31 West Street, Hertford 
01992 583630 

 

Serving Award Winning 
Greene King Ales, 

Guest Beers and Fine Wines 
Home Made Meals and Soups 

Sandwiches, Toasties 
& Toasted Baguettes 

Daily “Specials” and Desserts 
Sunday Roasts from 1pm 

 
 

Closed Monday until 5pm 
Food available until 10pm Friday & Saturday 

Large garden 
Less than 5 minutes walk from town centre 

www.blackhorseherts.co.uk 
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Discover the Magnificent 700 at the 
Great British Beer Festival!
he Great British Beer Festival is being 
held at London Olympia from the 2nd-
6th August and is Britain’s biggest beer 

val. It has much to offer you with a choice 
ver 700 real ales, ciders, perries and 

rnational beers. Why 
catch up with friends or 
ind after work with a 
d quality pint? There is 
 live entertainment and 
ic, traditional pub 
es and a fine selection 
food including many 
 favourites.  

 only is a trip to the 
at British Beer Festival 
njoyable day out, if you b
dvance you can save mo
t by 22nd July and receiv

all single session tickets
RA member you will a

itional discount. 

r drinkers 
 find a 
e choice of 
 ciders on 
r at the 
l Cider and 
y Bar and 
e is also a 
e range of 
led real 
 for you to 
y at the 

l Ale in a 
le Bar. 
re are 
ens of 
rent bars 
e festival and you will fin
urites as well as some of t
lable. What's more, to trul
s on offer, you could att

red beer tastings hosted by

 
beer experts. This year the tastings include ‘Beer 
and Cheese’ as well as the enticing ‘Beers to try 
Before You Die!’. 
Young families are also welcome to the Great 
British Beer Festival as CAMRA provides a Family 

Room with entertainers 
and games, open until 
9pm every night. 
Children must be 
supervised by a family 
member at all times and 
under 18s must remain 
within the Family Room.  
 You can also bring 
along your work 
colleagues as we 
provide a number of 

 

Happy
Pumps on the go at the 2004 festival
8

ook your tickets 
ney. Book your 
e a £1 discount 
. If you are a 
lso receive an 

d many of your 
he newest beers 
y appreciate the 
end one of our 
 our team of 

corporate hospitality options including tutored 
beer tastings and a Corporate Lounge. For further 
information, please visit the festival website: 
www.gbbf.org or telephone CAMRA on 01727 
867201. 
 

The Great 
British Beer 
Festival is 
open every 
day from 
Tuesday 2nd 
August to 
Saturday 6th 
August and full 
details of 
opening times, 
prices and live 
music can be 
found at 
www.gbbf.org. 
Tickets can be 
booked online 
or by 

telephoning 01727 867201; discounts are 
available for CAMRA members. Remember to 
leave your car at home as London Olympia is 
easily reached by public transport.   

 drinkers and loud shirts at last year’s festival 



The Engineers Arms is 
Bedfordshire Pub Of The 

Year 
he Bedfordshire branches of CAMRA 
have announced the Engineers Arms, 
Henlow as their pub of the year. In 

2003 it won the East Anglian Pub Of The Year 
award and if you cross into Beds it is well 
worth a visit. The pub is a free house, with 9 
real ales on at a time, and having 20 ales per 
week. Its October festival has up to 60 beers. 
Congratulations to Kevin Machin and Claire 
Sturgeon who have converted the once failing 
pub in Henlow High Street, into the successful 
establishment it is today. 
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The Engineers Arms is about 9 miles north-
west from Letchworth — J10 off the A1(M), 
heading left on the A507, then right on the 
A6001 (the High Street). Further information 
on the pub is available at: 
www.engineersarms.co.uk. 
 
All East Anglia Regional Pubs of the Year are: 
  
Cambridge - The Boot, Dullingham 
Chelmsford  - Queens Head 
Colchester - The Red Lion, Kirby-le-Soken 
Dengie Hundred - The Swan, Little Totham 
East Bedfordshire - Engineers Arms, Henlow 
Ely - White Horse, Witcham 
Herts/Essex Borders - The Rising Sun, High 
Wych, Herts 
North Hertfordshire - Red Lion, Preston 
South Hertfordshire - Carpenters Arms, 
Harpenden 

Huntingdonshire - The Chequers, Little Gransden 
Ipswich and East Suffolk - The Kings Head, 
Laxfield 
North Bedfordshire - Wellington Arms, Bedford 
North West Essex - The Bluebell, Hempstead 
Norwich and Norfolk  - Trafford Arms, Norwich 
Peterborough - Palmerston Arms, Peterborough 
South Bedfordshire - Victoria, Dunstable 
South East Essex - Golden Lion, Rochford 
South West Essex - Traitors Gate, Little Thurrock 
West Norfolk - The Stag, West Acre 
North East Suffolk - The Triangle, Lowestoft 
West Suffolk - Rose and Crown, Bury St. Edmunds 
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The Engineers Arms at Henlow 
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THE SILVER CUP 
 

5 St Albans Road, Harpenden 
Tel: 01582 713095 

 

 
 

RESHLY PREPARED TRADITIONAL
FOOD 

- Served 12-9 Daily - 
Comprehensive Wine Selection 

 

Real Ales – Cask Marque 
 

Sky – Lounge Bar – Public Bar 
 

En-Suite Accommodation all with 
Broadband Internet Access Facility 

Great Views across Harpenden Common 
 

www.silvercup.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hertfordshire’s Pints of View is produced by the
South Hertfordshire and Watford & District
Branches of the Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA). The views expressed are not
necessarily those of the editor, CAMRA Ltd or
its branches. Any articles or letters for
publication should be should be sent to: Steve
Bury, 14 New Road, Shenley, Herts, WD7 9EA. 

http://www.engineersarms.co.uk/


 
n April, the branch, as is usual, sent a 
delegation to the CAMRA National Annual 
General Meeting, this year held in 

Glasgow, and some of us were lucky enough 
to visit the Harviestoun Brewery, Alva, 
Clackmannanshire on Friday afternoon. The 
weather was excellent and the trip by coach 
took an hour, but was well worth it. Ken 
Brooker the owner greeted us and explained 
how he had started the business from scratch. 
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The brewery was originally set up in old stone 
barns at Dollar, which were derelict and Ken 
and his partner had to do all the building 
repairs before production could start. Ken had 
moved to Scotland from Dagenham, Essex 
when he worked for the Ford motor company 
and brewing for him was only a hobby. The 
beer was so popular that he had started to 
brew commercially, but his job was to be 
relocated back to London. By this time he had 
fallen in love with Scotland and took a big 
chance by resigning from Ford and starting his 
new business. It was a leap of faith that paid 
off and not liking the idea of calling the 
company Brookers Brewers he chose a 
Scottish name and called it Harviestoun - after 
the estate that the barns he brewed in were 
on. His original beer that won the CAMRA 
Best in Class (Speciality Beers), Schiehallion 
is a cask conditioned lager and is named after 
a local mountain. This had a double use as its 
nick-name is “Old Misty” and Ken admits 

 
some of the test brews were quite hazy. Following 
the Best in Class win sales increased and the 
brewery needed to move to meet the demand, and 
is now located on an industrial estate in Alva. The 
brewery is the most advanced I have ever visited; 
with self-cleaning fermenters and an impressive 
array of quality control equipment. 
Then came Brooker’s Bitter & Twisted - named 
because the first batch was ready when Ken lost 
his driving licence (for speeding) and was totally 
bitter and twisted about the whole incident. The 
clean-tasting hoppy bitter became the CAMRA 
Champion Beer of Britain, a great achievement 
indeed. The brewery was completely unprepared 
for the win and only had 45 barrels in stock at the 
time of the announcement, but the success has 
allowed for an expansion and an increase in staff. 
We would like to thank Ken and his staff for an 
excellent trip and the plentiful hospitality, where 
there were even some bags of crisps! 

Steve Bury 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
South Herts Branch (and others) Visit Harviestoun Brewery 

 
Inside the Harviestoun brewery 

APPLICATION FOR CAMRA 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
I/we wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale 
Limited and agree to abide by the Memorandum 
and Articles of Association of the Campaign. 
 
NAME/S………………….………………………….. 
 
ADDRESS…………….………….…………………. 
 
………………………….………….…………………. 
 
…………………………….….………………………. 
 
POST CODE………………..………………………. 
 
SIGNATURE…………………………………………. 
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER/S………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………. 
 

I/we enclose a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd for 
membership for one year (tick applicable box). 
Single £18     Under 26/OAP Single £10   
Joint £21     Under 26/OAP Joint   £13   
Send to: 

THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, CAMRA 
LTD., 230 HATFIELD ROAD, ST.ALBANS 

                         HERTS AL1 4LW        
SHE POV 211 



McMullen’s Update 
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ongratulations to the retired David 
McMullen, who has just been 
appointed as High Sheriff of 

Hertfordshire, and to Malcolm Dawson of the 
Bull in Broxbourne who has won Mac`s 
Cellarman of the Year award. 
Peter Furness-Smith, MD, has gone public on 
his unhappiness with the new licensing laws, 
stating to the Mercury that "There is little to be 
gained from this new legislation, which is 
about to replace the well-tried and tested 
licensing system that has been successfully 
administered by magistrates for a fraction of 
the cost and bureaucracy for many years.  
The new system could only have been dreamt 
up by politicians who clearly do not 
understand pubs and administered by Sir 
Humphrey characters in Whitehall who 
measure success by the volume of the paper 
produced". There’s a publicity photo of him 
and a colleague with barrow loads of paper.  
A pub must fill out a 27-page booklet for the 
local licensing authority East Herts District 
Council.  
He adds that "it’s not really surprising that 
council tax rates are rising rapidly and our 
stretched police service has less time to spend 
on the beat".  He reckons that the Mac`s 
paperwork, if laid end to end, will stretch half 
way to London - some 10 miles. 

Les Middlewood 
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134 London Road 
St Albans 

Tel: 01727 766702 
 

Delicious home made food, 
served all day 

 
Sunday Roasts 

 
No Smoking Section 

 
St Albans’ only brew Pub 

 
“One of Britain’s Best 500 

Pubs” 
Roger Protz 

St. Albans 2005 Beer 
Festival 

 

Alban Arena, St. Peter’s Street 
Wed 28 September to Sat 1 

October 
Over 300 ales plus ciders, perries 

and foreign beers available. 
Opening times: Wed 5-10:30pm, 

Thu -Sat 11-10:30pm. 
 

Make a date in your diary!

LOWER RED LION 

 
 

17th Century Coaching Inn  
in the shadow of St Albans Abbey. 

Genuine free  house with 
 real ales and accommodation 

36 Fishpool Street 
St Albans, AL3 4RX 

Tel: 01727 855669 

www.LowerRedLion.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nine Real Ales 
7 Ever-changing guests 
Belgian and Czech on 

draught 
Belgian bottled beers 

Malt Whiskies 
Comfortable B&B, 
Quiz night Wednesdays 

Lunch time meals
Sunday Roast lunch
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C A T A P U L T F U T T O C K
L O V E G O L D E N A R R O W 
D U T K P E R F I C K B L C R
F X M Y O C W L A T I T U D E
G A R S I N H U N O L D T O M
K O H G W A E Y W I L K O V A
C R A B S R L D U F E T I M E
A M T U S U E T D I R O N Q S
J E A L R D C O W R B G I U A
N I S L E N T G R E E N M A N
O P B F K E R L A B E I B F D
I L D R C H A S T I T Y U F S
N E T O O E F J U R A S S I C
U K V G D S Y A R D S T I C K
N A G I L O O H V I C T O R Y

Beer Names Wordsearch
Completed entries to: 
Steve Bury, 14 New Road, 
Shenley, Herts, WD7 9EA 

------------------ 
The first correct entry 
opened on the 1st August 
2005 will receive a copy 
of the CAMRA 2005 Good 
Beer Guide.  

------------------ 
Competition 209 had 
more entries than any 
other in the newsletter’s 
history. The lucky winner 
of the 2005 Good Beer 
Guide was Tony Dawson-
Hill of Harpenden.  

Find the thirty beer names below taken from the 2005 Good Beer Guide for the grid:  
AVOCET, BULLFROG, CATAPULT, CHASTITY, DOCKERS, ELECTRA, ENDURANCE, FIREBIRD, 
FUTTOCK, GOLDEN ARROW, GREEN MAN, HOOLIGAN, INGOT, JURASSIC, KILLER BEE, 
KELPIE, LATITUDE, MAGIC, NIMBUS, OLD TOM, PERFICK, QUAFF, RHATAS, SANDS, 
SEAMER,  TAR W DU,  UNION JACK, VICTORY, WILKO, YARDSTICK. 

 

 



 
n the summer months there’s nothing better 
than to take a nice healthy walk out to a 
country pub and then undo all that good 

work by having a few 
pints. Alternatively, you 
may just want to go for 
a drive with family or 
friends and have some 
lunch at a pub that 
provides good food. 
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With the above in mind 
I donned my shabby 
walking boots on the 
Easter weekend and 
took a walk through 
Cassiobury Park and 
Whippendell Wood, 
finally reaching my 
destination at the Clarendon Arms, Chandler’s 
Cross. 
Licensees Daniel Harris and Amanda Chang 
moved into the pub in October 2004 and 
have been putting a lot of 
work into giving the pub a 
reputation for quality beer 
and food. It was Daniel who 
alerted me to the weekend’s 
mini beer festival, an event 
they hope to run a couple of 
times a year on the theme of 
beer from specific regions of 
Britain. 
When I turned up I found 
that the festival casks had 
been set up in a separate 
building that’s adjacent to 
the pub but is still part of the 
premises. The upstairs part 
of this building had been 
used as an office in the past 
while the downstairs was 
used for storage, but Daniel 
is planning to convert the 
upstairs to a function room 
and put the downstairs to more efficient use. I 
walked in to find the barn-like  
interior housing casks of ale, which seemed 
perfect to me. The theme for this festival was 
beers from Hereford and Worcester. Most of  

 
the ales on offer were light-coloured, very hoppy 
and refreshing brews and were ideal to quench the 
thirst after my long walk. I tried such ales as 

Cannon Royall King’s 
Shilling, Malvern Hills 
Black Pear, Wye Valley 
Bitter and Teme Valley, 
all of which were in 
fine condition. As it 
turns out Daniel comes 
from the Hereford and 
Worcester area and 
picked up the beers on 
a trip home to see his 
family. 
As we swilled the beer 
in the barn, Amanda 
was serving up some 

unusually high quality sausages from a top class 
London supplier called Biggles Gourmet Sausages. 
I tried one of the Thai Spicy sausages and it was 
incredibly meaty; an indication of the quality of 

food the pub is aiming for. 
The main bar offers Courage 
Best, Old Speckled Hen and 
Wells Bombardier, as well as 
changing guest beers from 
smaller breweries. Being near 
Whippendell Wood the pub is 
popular with walkers as well 
as locals. In addition, the 
sizeable car park and 
children’s certificate make it 
ideal for families who wish 
visit at the weekend or any 
other time, and there’s plenty 
of space outside for eating 
and drinking. 
The pub can be found on the 
corner of Redhall Lane and 
Chandler’s Lane, WD3 4LU. 
The telephone number is 
01923 262924. Quizzes and 
live music nights take place 

monthly and the pub produces a list of interesting 
forthcoming events. Getting there by public 
transport is very impractical, but it’s a nice walk 
through the woods. Just take a torch if you’re 
planning to walk back in the dark. 

I 
Watford and District Feature

The Clarendon Arms at Chandler’s Cross

Licensee Daniel Harris serves up a 
pint at the Clarendon Arms’ beer 

festival 

Andrew Vaughan 
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Mile House Development 
Receives its Third Refusal 

lthough the number of flats proposed 
on the site had been reduced by a 
third, St Albans City Council again 

refused Weston Homes’ application in April. 
Local residents campaigning against the 
planned development persuaded the council 
that the new buildings would be too big and 
overbearing for the area. There were also 
reservations about the additional traffic on the 
Mile House Lane junction with London Road, 
and on the protection of the mature trees on 
the site. 
 

Jolly Sailor Meeting 
n 10 May there was a meeting 
between the pub’s customers and 
Charles Wells’ area Manager, Tim 

Smith. Tim has been in the brewery trade for 
some 25 years, working for Greene King and 
Wolverhampton & Dudley, before coming to 
Charles Wells. 
Tim outlined the situation in that Wells were 
offered the pub, which they purchased in July 
2004. A condition of sale was that neither the 
brewery nor its staff were allowed to object to 
any planning which might be made on the car 
park site. Tim reassured everyone that Wells, 
a family firm, had no intention of closing and 
redeveloping the pub as residential. The 
decision they were contemplating was 
whether to keep the pub as managed or turn it 
to a tenancy. It had been a tenancy until 
Charles Wells terminated the tenancy when 
they intended to buy the pub. They didn’t 
want a third party involved. Clint Daniel, the 
new manager has a contract until October 
and the brewery would work with him to 
improve the pub’s profile and encourage the 
teams to return. The brewery would also 
sponsor a shield or cup. We were offered a 
brewery visit with a free bar and hot food as 
long as we organised our own transport. 
When questioned about reinstating the 
kitchen and improving the furnishings and  

 
 
décor, Tim stated that this would be done if the 
pub remained managed. If it became a tenancy 
then this would be the tenant’s responsibility.  The 
brewery’s estate of pubs is administered by two 
companies; Eagle Inns who look after the 19 
managed houses, and Inn Alliance who take care 
of the 260 other pubs which are tenanted or leased 
out. A decision will not be made until the end of 
the summer as to which of the two companies will 
have the Jolly Sailor. The brewery’s estate is varied 
with some pubs being ‘eateries’ right through to 
‘basic boozers’ such as the Jolly Sailor. 
The question of the whole pub becoming non-
smoking was raised. Tim confirmed that, if the 
regulations come into force in 2008, as suggested, 
then any food sales would stop but the non-
smoking bar would remain. The ‘no food’ rule may 
even extend to include crisps and nuts! 
Tim very kindly ran a tab during the meeting and 
also provided some carrier bags of brewery 
products.                                        John Crowhurst 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A

O 

Around St. Albans   

 
 
 
 

THE BOOT 
 

Five ever-changing real ales plus a 
selection of continental beers. 

 
4 Market Place 

St. Albans, Herts, AL3 5DG 
Tel: 01727 857533 

(by St. Albans’ historic Clock Tower) 
 

Food served 12pm to 3pm, and  to 
4pm on market days. 

 
Recently refurbished   

Extensive selections of wines 
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ow the summer is here with the 
lighter evenings, why not get out of 
town and visit a rural or village pub? 

Our previous issue of ‘Pints of View’ featured 
a trip out to Flamstead and Trowley Bottom.  
 
Here are a few more ideas. 
Getting out on a Monday-Saturday evening 
from St. Albans Interchange Ê on a 304 at 
18.49 or 307 at 20.05 allows a visit to the 
Green Man at Sandridge, a GBG entry with 
beers on gravity; or stay on to 
Wheathampstead and walk down Amwell 
Lane to the Elephant & Castle in Amwell, a 
busy Greene King pub and another GBG 
entry. The bus back is at 22.31 from the stop 
opposite Wheathampstead Church or 5 
minutes later from Sandridge Church. 

If you prefer to head out to the Roundbush at 
Aldenham, the 602 leaves the Interchange Ê 
at 18.39 (18.44 on Sat.), 19.44 and 20.44, or 
from Radlett (at the side of the Red Lion 35 
minutes later). Buses return, from the stop 
opposite Aldenham Church, to both Radlett 
and St. Albans at 22.09 and 23.09.  
Park Street, with its three pubs (four, including 
the Old Red Lion a bit further down in 
Frogmore), is worth a visit. I can suggest a 
walk out along the Ver riverside walk (wear 
stout shoes) to work up a thirst and then come 
back on the train to the Abbey station at 20.43 
or 21.43. If you want to make a very full 
evening of it then the W1 should pick you up 
opposite Park Street station at 23.47 but be 
ready to ‘flag it down’ as the driver probably 
won’t be expecting a passenger there! 
From Ware and Hertford, getting out in the 
Evening is not so easy; but if you do, do the  

  
Pubbing it by Bus

724, which will bring you across for a crawl round 
St. Albans, or to Watford where there the three 
GBG entries (Estcourt Arms, Nascot Arms and 
Southern Cross) are all within a 7-minute walk 
from Watford Junction.  (See also our Branch Diary 
for events organised by Watford & District CAMRA 
at these pubs.) The bus leaves Hertford bus station 
at 18.40 and 19.40. The 724 will get you across to 
St. Albans in about 60 minutes and Watford in 80. 
Buses back from Watford Junction are at 21.20 
and 22.50, picking up in St. Albans some 20 
minutes later. 
All the above ideas are for weekday evenings but 
Sunday offers a trip out for lunch. 
On Sundays and bank holidays until 31 October 
2005, a 382 leaves St. Albans Ê at 11.40 via  
Sandridge, Wheathampstead, Ayot St. Lawrence 
and the Lytton Arms at Old Knebworth. Returning 
from the Lytton at 16.50, ensure to give good time 
though when they have one of their regular beer 
festivals. For anyone wishing to visit both the 
Lytton Arms and Amwell or Sandridge, this is 
possible as there are later buses back from 
Wheathampstead to St. Albans at 17.41, 19.41 and 
21.41 
Another trip which can be made on any Sunday 
throughout the year is on the 343 to Dunstable 
where the Victoria in West Street is certainly 
worth a visit, especially when they are holding one 
of their beer festivals. On Sundays, buses leave the 
Interchange Ê at 10.10, 12.10 and 14.10 for the 
35-minute ride; returning from Dunstable Square 
at 13.28, 15.28 and 17.28. There is no evening 
service. 
 
An article such as this can only give a few ideas of 
places to visit for a change of scenery, customers 
and beers. You have no excuse now only to visit 
your local. There are other hostelries which 
deserve support. If you are going to try one of 
these trips, or one of your own, it is recommended 
that you ring the Traveline on 0870 608 2 608 to 
check that my timings haven’t been changed. 
Please support evening & Sunday buses and the 
rural and village pubs. They are all under threat! 
 
We thank our intrepid bus-goer John Crowhurst 
for this article. 

N 

The Elephant and Castle at Amwell 



 16

 
 

omplete or near-complete historic pub 
interiors are now a very great rarity, 
following decades of ever-accelerating 

gutting, theming and modernising, We want 
to introduce you to the best examples that 
remain and hopefully 
encourage you to 
enjoy some of them 
we may even discover 
some unlisted 
examples that have 
been overlooked. 
 The Inventory 
includes a huge range 
of types, from small 
unspoilt rural pubs to 
opulent late Victorian 
glass and tile palaces 
and a handful of 
amazing inter-war 
establishments. Some are run by elderly 
individuals and provide a meagre living, 
others are major commercial enterprises 
employing large numbers of staff and where 
the historic nature of the building is in itself a 
major draw. Some serve food, some do not. 
Most serve real ale - but be warned - some do 
not! We have tried to give you an indication 
of what to expect 
in terms of the 
physical 
surroundings and 
why they are 
special, opening 
hours, food, 
accommodation 
and outdoor 
drinking 
arrangements. 
Why does a pub 
get on the NI? 
We have tended 
to include pubs 
which have been largely unaltered for the past 
half century. In some cases there have been 
additions but the historic core of the pub 
remains essentially intact and preserves its old 
character. So what's different about pubs then 

 
 
and now? Here are some of the key changes: 
Number of rooms: Although country pubs often 
had just one drinking area, in towns and cities the 
historic pub nearly always used to have several 
different rooms. They were used by different 

groups of people 
whereas now everyone 
usually has to mingle 
together whether they 
like it or not. Typically 
there would have been a 
public bar (or two), a 
lounge or smoke room, 
and perhaps a small 
snug. Drinks would have 
cost a penny or two less 
in the public bar. Screens 
often used to divide up a 
pub into a multiplicity of 
small drinking areas. 

Off-sales: In the days before supermarkets (not to 
mention Calais) it was commonplace to have a 
separate area where off-sales could be made. 
Typically there was a short corridor with a hatch at 
the end; often a bench was situated near the hatch 
so that you could sit and have a beer whilst your 
jug was filled for home consumption. Sometimes 
you can see words like `Jug & Bottle', `Family 

Department', or 
`Outdoor' in 
etched glass that 
indicate this 

vanished 
dimension to pub 
sales. 
Waiter service: It 
was usual for 
drinks to be 
brought to you in 
the higher class 
rooms; hence you 
will often find 
bell-pushes on the 

wall. The practice was still quite common in the 
north-west into the 1960s but lingers on at only a 
very few pubs nowadays. It follows that in rooms 
where there was waiter service there was no need 
for a bar counter. Therefore with the demise of 

C 
CAMRA East Anglia Inventory of Pub Interiors 

The White Horse in Hertford is an entry… 

…as is the Greyhound Inn Aldbury, near Tring 



waiter service there has been a tendency to 
expand the bar counter into areas where it did 
not previously exist. There are still a very few 
country pubs without bars where you can 
collect drinks from a back room or be served 
by staff.  
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The changing face of the bar counter: It is 
now very common for there to be a `gantry' 
sited on the counter to hold glasses. These 
have become usual as the range of glasses has 
increased for the wider range of drinks on 
offer, and the need to wash glasses between 
each serving. They make a huge difference to 
the interior appearance but are not usually of 
any age (though you need to look closely to 
realise this). 
Quality of fittings: Nowadays, pub interiors 
are not expected to have a long life-span and 
are generally fitted out cheaply, ready for yet 

another revamp in a few years. A hundred 
years ago pubs were equipped with durable 
materials - which have stood the test of time. 
The changing face of the rural pub; a major 
change that has affected the country pub is 
that in days gone by the pub was frequently 
part of a wider commercial enterprise - 
perhaps a farm, a blacksmith's, a 
wheelwright's, a shop and so on. The drink 
selling side of the business might have been 
looked after by the wife while the husband 
gaining his main living doing something else. 
Now the pub is usually just that but with the 
add-on of food the serving of which greatly 
alters the character of the place (not to 
mention the necessity of added kitchens and 
new areas brought into use for service). 

 
THE WHITE HORSE 

33, CASTLE STREET, 
HERTFORD 

01992 501950 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 One of Hertford's oldest pubs, offering a 

fine selection of up to 10 cask conditioned 
ales from around the country 

 

 
 
 
 Good pub food served 12.00 - 2.00pm daily. 

Traditional Sunday Roast served 1.00 - 
3.00pm 

 
 
  

NO SMOKING AREA  
 in the upstairs function rooms.  

   
WELL SUPERVISED  

 Children permitted, upstairs only.  
Bar Billiards Room and Traditional Pub 

Games. 
 

'Simply a Proper Pub!' 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The White Lion 

 
 

London Pride & Black Sheep Bitter, 
plus 3 ever-changing guest beers 

 
Now serving food 12-2pm 

91 Sopwell Lane 
St. Albans, Herts 

AL1 1RN 
Tel: 01727 850540 

 
Live Acoustic Music Every Tuesday 

Night 
 

www.TheWhiteLionPH.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

The Cross Keys, Harpenden has a unique 
pewter bar counter — only 2 knowingly exist

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Frogmore: It is rumoured that the Red Cow 
may re-open as a pub. Good news if true, can 
anyone confirm? 
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Harpenden: We are sad to announce that the 
Dolphin no longer serves real ale. 
Hertford:   The Sele Arms has been 
refurbished and renamed the Bridge House; 
the bridge is long gone, only the buttresses 
remain. The Sele is mentioned in the 
Doomsday Book, but in recent times is 
associated with the Sele housing estate, and 
McMullens are no doubt trying to improve the 
pub’s image with the new name. Two bars 
have been maintained which we applaud, and 
our correspondent was pleased with the 
sympathetic redecoration.  The new 
Wetherspoon pub predicted to be called the 
Jane Wenham, after the last woman to be 
executed for witchcraft, is making no 
progress. 
Northaw: The Sun has a new landlord. 
Redbourn: The Bell & Shears now sells no real 
ale. The Chequers is due to reopen in August. 
Sandridge: The Rose & Crown is now selling 
Deuchars IPA. 
St Albans: The report in our last edition that 
the Harrow was up for sale was incorrect. 
Sorry for any inconvenience caused to the 
proprietor. Punch Taverns, owners of the Jolly 
Sailor were not so jolly when their second 
application to redevelop the pub cark into 
housing was rejected by the council, and 
fenced off the land on 31st March. Mary 
Hamilton and Alan Dean left the GBG listed 
Lower Red Lion in mid-May. This was a well 
kept secret and they will move to Evesham. 
Chris Adkins, the third member of the 
partnership will be staying on. We wish Mary 
and Alan all the best for the future. The Goat 
is now selling Deuchars IPA from the 
Caledonian Brewery. The Cricketers, whose 
classic panelled interior has been destroyed 
over the years will no longer remain a pub, 
and become the DevDas Indian restaurant - 
just what St Albans needs, another Indian food 
emporium! The White Lion, Sopwell lane 
introduced a new menu at the end of April.  
The Beehive in Keyfield Terrace is selling  

 
Greene King IPA and Fullers London Pride. 
Watford and District: The Hare on Leavesden 
High Road is under threat of re-development. A 
planning application has been made to demolish 
the pub and build an 82-room elderly care home. 
The Horse & Chains on Bushey High Street has 
closed its doors once again. The Beaver on 
Courtlands Drive, Watford, has a new partition 
dividing the pub into two separate drinking areas. 
Interesting guest ales are turning up on the 
handpumps. 
Wellpond Green: the Nags Head has been 
renamed the Kick & Dickie, which is the original 
name. A kick & dickie is a type of horse and 
buggy.    
Welwyn Garden City: The Cork & Cask continues 
to sell interesting guest beers; recently Uley and 
Pitchfork have been featured. The Beehive has 
been bought by Charles Wells. Formerly a 
Beefeater, our local correspondent was pleased 
with the changes on his visit, noting a full beer 
range, including a rotating guest. 
 
 

 

 
 

CAMRA Good Beer Guide 1997 - 2005 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 

The 
ELEPHANT & CASTLE 

 
AMWELL LANE, AMWELL, 

WHEATHAMPSTEAD, HERTS. 
Tel: 01582 832175 

 
QUALITY FOOD 

 
Greene King IPA, Abbot Ale 
Morlands Bitter, Guest Beer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WATFORD & DISTRICT 
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Saturday 4 June: Social: Plough, Belsize, 1pm; 
Cart & Horses, Commonwood, 2.30pm; Boot, 
Sarratt, 3.30pm. 
Wednesday 8 June: Watford social. Estcourt 
Tavern, 8.30pm; Wellington Arms, 9.15pm; 
Estcourt Arms, 10pm. 
Wednesday 15 June: Rickmansworth Social: 
Coach & Horses, 8.30pm; Feathers, 9.15pm; 
Pennsylvanian, 10pm. 
Monday 20 June: Committee Meeting: 
Estcourt Arms, 8.15pm. All members 
welcome. 
Saturday 2 July: St. Albans Social: Farmer's 
Boy, 1pm; White Hart Tap, 1.45pm; 
Garibaldi, 2.30pm; Lower Red Lion, 3.15pm. 
Thursday 14 July: Chorleywood Social: Black 
Horse, 8.30pm; Old Shepherd, 9.15pm; Land 
of Liberty, Peace and Plenty, 10pm. 
Tuesday 19 July: Watford Social: One Crown, 
8.30pm; One Bell, 9.15pm; Moon Under 
Water, 9.45pm. 
Monday 25 July: Committee Meeting: 
Estcourt Arms, 8.15pm. All members 
welcome. 
Friday 29 July: Abbots Langley Social: Boy's 
Home, 8.30pm; Compasses, 9.15pm; Swan, 
10pm. 
Friday 5 August: Great British Beer Festival 
Social. Meet at the membership stand at 6pm 
and hourly thereafter. 
Tuesday 9 August: Pop Quiz Social: Southern 
Cross, 8.45pm for 9pm start. 
Wednesday 17 August: England vs Denmark 
Social at the West Herts Sports Club from 
7pm. Please note that this is a members' club 
and visitors will have to be signed in. Contact 
branch for details. 
Branch Contact: Andrew Vaughan. 
Telephone: 01923 230104 
Email: branch@watfordcamra.org.uk 
Web site: www.watfordcamra.org.uk 
 
SOUTH HERTFORDSHIRE 
Saturday 11 June: Regional Meeting, 
Engineers Arms Henlow, Beds 12.00pm 
Tuesday 14 June: Branch meeting, Cross Keys,  
Harpenden 8.00pm. 

 
Saturday 9 July - Trip to Derby Beer Festival and 
pubs by train - places limited to 12 tickets approx 
£12 each return. 

 

Tuesday 13 July:  Branch meeting, Lower Red 
Lion, St. Albans 8pm. All members welcome. 
Friday 15 July: - Mid Chilterns Beer Festival,   
Boxmoor. Bus leaves St Albans station at 7pm 
£8.00 return. 
Branch Contact: John Bishop. Telephone:  
01582-768478 
Email: realales@yahoo.com  
Website: www.hertsale.org.uk
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ted Ovenden 
As we go to press we are sorry to announce 
the sudden death of longstanding CAMRA 

member Ted Ovenden, on Sunday 22 May. 
Ted was very active in the Hertford area of 

our branch, and our thoughts and 
sympathies go to his family and friends. A 

full obituary will appear in our next edition. 

THE WHITE HORSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 MILL LANE, WELWYN, 
HERTFORDSHIRE, AL5 9ET 

 
TEL: CHRIS OR RHEA 01438 714366 
 

SELECTION OF ALES, 
CONTINENTAL BEERS AND FINE 

WINES 
 

WWW.THEWHITEHORSE-WELWYN.CO.UK 

http://www.hertsale.org.uk/
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The Cask Marque Award 
 
Did you know: 
   •   34% of customers would go to a different outlet if quality 
        is poor? 
   •   49% would not order the same drink again if quality 
        is poor? 
   •   53% of consumers would pay more for quality? 
        Source:- Interbrew Annual Beer Report 
 
These are more reasons to join Cask Marque. 
 
Ring Cask Marque on 01206 752212, 
email info@cask-marque.co.uk or visit:  
www.cask-marque.co.uk to request an information pack 
about the award that goes to licensees who serve the perfect pint. 
 
 

FOR PUBS THAT SERVE THE PERFECT PIN


