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Increase your 

business profits 
 for as little as 

£17.99  
per week with 

 

RBS~StoreVision 

With over 10,000 installations worldwide, at Retail Business Solutions,
we are adding to our existing customer base every day.  Public houses
have reaped considerable advantages since converting from basic cash
registers to an automated electronic, touch-screen EPoS till system.
These businesses are enjoying the following benefits:- 

Please Call John Morrison
on 01908 226226 for an
informal discussion and to
arrange a no obligation
demonstration. 

              www.rbsretail.com  Email: info@rbsretail.com 

 

• Kitchen Printing.  The order process is 
streamlined as your customers’ orders are relayed 
automatically to the kitchen from the dining area 
which gives accuracy and reduces user error.  

• Increased Profits.  RBS~StoreVision ensures that 
every item on your menu is sold for the correct 
price. Your staff will never mis-key or guess prices 
again, and you can change these prices from your 
Back Office system. 

• Various Logon Methods.  The system allows 
swipe cards, dallas keys, pin numbers and even 
fingerprint technology to increase security as well 
as highlight and reduce user error.   

• Reporting.  Detailed Sales reports include sales 
by user, line, date, time, enabling you to maximise 
dining potential and increase table turn.
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Microbreweries - Good News 
for a Change 

cottish & Newcastle, the last British - owned 
big-brand brewery in the UK has been sold to 
Carlsberg and Heineken for £7.8bn. After a 

decade of falling sales, breweries closing down 
and selling out, there is a light at the bottom of the 
cask. 
Around 70 microbreweries opened last year to 
supply the increasing demand for real ales, and 

these small companies 
are helping to lift the 
declining beer industry in 
this country. Robert 
Wicks (left) opened his 
brewery four years ago 
and is now supplying 
supermarkets, pubs and 
local shops with his ales. 
Around half of all new 
micro-breweries are 

based in rural locations, and Robert's brewery is 
on a tenanted farm in Kent. His rent helps the 
farmer cover his costs and effluent from the 
brewery is used on the field as a fertilizer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Scottish Courage Closes    
           Reading Brewery 

 am old enough to remember the save Reading 
brewery campaign in the 1970’s titled by 
CAMRA: “Stop the Killer Cock”. How things 

have changed; Courage did close Reading and 
opened their new mega-keggery, Worton Grange, 
within sight of the M4 just outside the town. 
Scottish & Newcastle stopped brewing in 
Newcastle and transferred production of Courage 
Best and Directors from John Smiths in Tadcaster, 
Yorkshire to Wells & Youngs in Bedford. Now as 
announced in edition 227 they have been taken 
over by Heineken who bought them out for £7.8 
billion. The announcement of the closure of 
Worton Grange on 12th February follows the 
closure of their bottling plant last year and 
Courage say that the plant has been brewing at 
20pc below capacity. Over 350 jobs will be lost, 
which is part of a rationalisation programme, and 
will save Heineken a predicted £13m per annum. 
At present Fosters and Kronenbourg are brewed at 
Worton Grange, which will close by 2010. 
• Stella Artois has been dumped by Young’s tied 
estate, who failed to negotiate a better deal for it 
with its brewers InBev. The nation’s top-selling 
premium lager has had a recent decline in its sales. 
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Lift your Glasses to the Abbey 
Line! 

his April will see the launch of a brand new 
ale to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
Abbey Line.  

The Abbey Line, which calls at all stations 
between Watford Junction and St Albans Abbey 
has been running since 1858, and will be hosting a 
number of celebratory events over the coming 
months. The Abbey Line Community Rail 
Partnership, which looks after a number of aspects 
of the line, including events, will be officially 
launching the new Anniversary Ale in early April 
at the Southern Cross pub in Watford. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the official launch event the ale will be 
available in casks at selected pubs and in bottles at 
selected outlets until stocks last. 
For more information and to find out about the 
other anniversary events, visit the Abbey Line 
website at www.abbeyline.org.uk. 
 

Greene King XX Mild is a 
Winner 

ince the 1800s the Greene 
King Brewing Company have 
been making mild ale,  and 

now they have received 
recognition for their continued 
work. 
Greene King's XX Mild has been 
awarded Champion Mild of East Anglia at the 
recent CAMRA Colchester Winter Ale Festival, 
held at Colchester Arts Centre. The award was 
presented to head brewer, John Bexton, at the 
festival by Dave Sherman of CAMRA (Campaign 

for Real Ale), who is the 
Champion Beer of East 
Anglia organiser. 
The mild was voted 
East Anglia's best by 12 
CAMRA members who 
also awarded it a 
bronze in the overall 
'Champion Beer' 
regional competition. 
"Greene King's XX Mild was a clear winner in a 
strong field, it was a unanimous decision by the 
judges based on the quality of the beer", said 
David Sherman. 
Greene King brews a range of cask ales and its XX 
Mild (3% ABV) is described as being a fine dark, 
mild ale with a burnt, roast flavour.  
Ed Says: Considering the large number of Greene 
King pubs in Hertfordshire it is a pity we don’t see 
more of this excellent Dark Mild. I am old enough 
to remember when GK used to brew two milds - 
XX dark and KK light. The KK is now sadly extinct 
but the quality of the dark XX has meant that small 
runs are still brewed. Last year it was suggested 
that XX would be discontinued in favour of Hardy 
& Hanson’s mild now also brewed at Bury St 
Edmunds a review was due, but at present no news 
is good news. 
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A Train of Thought 
he telephone call from the chairman did not 
bring good news.  Circumstances meant that 
Herts Essex branch trip to Belgium had been 

postponed until June.  As I settled in the corner of 
the bar with my pint, I started to muse on what I 
would be missing.  Sure, a trip to delightful 
Belgium bars, but also my first visit to the new St 
Pancras International Station.  And as I sipped my 
pint, my thoughts turned to railways and beer for it 
was beer that played such a part in the building of 
the original Midland Railway station.   
In the mid-eighteenth Century Burton-on-Trent  
was famous for producing well-balanced clear 
brews which were transported to London by the 
new railways. Gradually the dark and cloudier 
stouts and porters were abandoned leading to the 
introduction of clear glasses to replace pewter 
pots.  A six-acre warehouse was built for Bass, 
enough for 100,000 barrels of 36 gallons each - a 
staggering 28,800,000 pints which, whilst a sight 
to bring a smile to a real ale fan, is far more than 
one can possibly drink. 
Yet Barlow, the builder of the original St Pancras 
station, obviously did not consider this enough and 
wondered where the railway could store more.  
The answer was simple- use the space created by 
the excavations required for the station 
foundations.  And so the station was built using 
800 cast-iron supporting columns spaced 14 feet 
apart, a figure which happens to be a multiple of 
the standard local cask of the era.  In Barlow’s 
words, the length of a beer barrel became the unit 
of measure upon which the station floor is based.  
I’m sure I’ll remember all this as I walk down the 
platform should our trip ever materialise.  But for 
now, I’ll settle for another pint. 

Ivan Bullerwell. 
 
Thanks are due to 
Simon Bradley’s 
book St Pancras 
Station published 
by Profile Books for 
the factual 

information 
contained above. 
  
 
 
 

Just as the Time Bell Rings 
o the Government is once again under 
pressure to tinker with our pub opening hours 
— so soon after the introduction of so-called 

“24-Hour Drinking”.  This is already the subject of 
comment in the press and Pints of View but just 
how have our opening hours developed to where 
they now are? 
Over the last 500 years alcohol and public houses 
have been the target of all sorts of legislation, 
moral condemnation, restriction borne out of strife, 
social change and economic viability.  Here we 
attempt a whistle-stop tour through the regulations 
that have helped shape our pub opening hours. 
Until the 19th Century public houses could 
generally open all hours except during Sunday 
morning church service.  Whilst the earlier Royal 
Proclamation against Vice and Immorality of 1787 
had set magistrates across the country addressing 
the problems presented by drink by attempting to 
impose some opening time restrictions, it was an 
1828 Act which introduced new rules for the 
control of licences.  With gin drinking a serious 
social menace — notably in the larger towns and 
cities — and suspicions about the quality of beer as 
the big brewers began to build their tied estates, 
the Beer House Act of 1830 was passed, enabling 
any householder to sell beer on or off of the 
premises for an annual Excise payment of two 
guineas. 
Inns and taverns could continue as they were but 
the new beerhouses were required to close 
between 10pm and 4am during the week.  But if 
the beerhouses, who were not allowed to sell 
spirits, were supposed to entice drinkers away 
from the demon gin, they only engineered a 
notable increase in beer consumption. Added to 
the continuing scourge of gin, a calamitous 
alcohol-fuelled effect was being suffered by 
society. 
An 1840 Act oddly brought more liberal opening 
hours linked to the size of a community’s 
population — closing time becoming 11pm in 
towns and 10pm in rural areas — and the 
Government of the day (influenced by religious 
groups) see-sawed with England’s drink problem. 
The 1848 Alehouses and Beer Houses Act brought 
about increased restriction closely followed by the 
1854 Sunday Beer Act which aimed to close pubs 
on Sunday afternoons -  this `sacrilege` being 
accompanied by civil unrest as the population 

T S 
Beer News and Features 



 11 

fought against this curtailment of fun on their one 
day off.  It took another 18 years before the 
Government was able to fully win the day.  In the 
meantime (and in a growing mood of temperance) 
the Public House Closing Act of 1864 brought the 
overnight closing imposed on beerhouses to other 
forms of public houses — inns, taverns and gin 
palaces alike who now had to close between 1am 
and 4am.  Other more minor pieces legislation 
meddled with Sunday and overnight closing but it 
was the First World War that was to have the most 
arresting influence on England’s opening hours — 
setting the scene for the next sixty years. 
In 1914, with the war in its tragic infancy, 
concerns grew about the inappropriateness of 
excessive drinking. Under The Defence of the 
Realm Act earlier closing was introduced in some 
areas at the request of the military authorities. 
Weeks later the Intoxicating Liquor Act allowed 
the further restricting of opening hours, and by 
1915 pubs were only open for 5½ hours every 
weekday — typically from 12 to 2.30pm and 6.30 
to 9.30pm. 
Despite some pressure to return to pre-war 
opening hours, the post-war Licensing Act of 1921 

retained many of the wartime restrictions, but 
extended weekday opening in areas such as 
Hertfordshire to eight hours with at least a two-
hour closure in the afternoon (except on market 
days).  The opening hours had to occur between 
11am and 10pm. Only 5 hours were permitted on 
a Sunday, all after 12 noon.  After 1934 weekday 
evening closing could be extended by magistrates 
to 10.30pm but initially for only for part of the year 
— to offset the seasonal late working of agricultural 
workers. 
The Second World War was not encumbered by 
any further legislation — it was even suspended to 
help wartime morale. 
The Licensing Act of 1961 introduced the 10 
minute drinking-up period for the end of opening 
sessions.  In the ensuing 25 years increasing 
pressure was applied for the liberalising of 
England’s anachronistic licensing laws though the 
powers of the land continue to thwart change. 
It took until 1988 (under a new Licensing Act) for 
unbroken day time drinking to become a 
possibility. Opening hours became 11am to 11pm, 
6 days a week, with Sunday lunchtime drinking 
extended by one hour until 3pm. Seven years on 
and Sunday afternoon closing was also abolished 
although the 10.30pm evening closing remained.   
But for many pubs it was no longer viable to open 
all day, particularly during the week, so marked 
had been the social and economic change since 
WW1.   
The current picture was completed in 2005 when, 
ostensibly, it became possible for a pub to open 24 
hours a day, seven days a week.  Only a tiny 
number of publicans have sought this option — the 
new flexibility on opening hours being 
accompanied by a more stringent onus on them to 
show social responsibility.  The police and 
licensing authorities have increased powers to deal 
with drunkenness and pubs that fall short of this 
requirement. 
There is now a mixed bag of opening time in 
Hertfordshire — most pubs still not selling alcohol 
during the week until 11am or later. Many remain 
closed during the afternoons and some do not 
open at all during weekday lunchtimes. In the 
evenings some have taken advantage of an extra 
hour, closing at midnight but many town centre 
pubs now open later, particularly at the weekends. 
Few remain open after 2am.  There are no 
Hertfordshire pubs operating 24-hour opening. 
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Another Borehamwood Pub  
Destroyed by Fire 

n Sunday 20th January the fire brigade was 
called out just after midnight to the 
Harvester, previously known as Jefferson’s 

- and when it was a real pub, the Kings Arms. The 
roof has been completely burnt out and an 
investigation into the cause is already underway. 
Thirty members of staff are now temporarily out of 
work until repair work is completed. The Harvester 
did not serve real ale.  
 

Wetherspoons Accused of Foul 
Play by Rivals 

lthough just over the border in Beds, 
Dunstable's new Wetherspoons pub has 
only been open for just over a week and has 

already been accused with "foul play" by 
competitors.  
The Gary Cooper, in the Grove Theatre complex, 
opened on Monday last week, but rival publicans 
claim it is aggressively trying to put them out of 
business.  

Their ire has been caused by the “Price 
Comparison Board” put up in the new bar, which 
claims that the Wetherspoons is now the cheapest 
of Dunstable's pubs.  
But both bars singled out for this treatment - The 
Nag's Head and Bar Chameleon in High Street 
North - say the prices quoted for them are 
inaccurate.  
Nag's Head boss Trevor Coyne said: "I couldn't 
believe it when someone told me, so I went down 
there and it's definitely true. A lot of people have 
rung me and popped in to see if I'd seen it. A big 
company like that's trying to put us out of 
business". Trevor added that he originally hoped 
that the new bar would be a breath of fresh air for 
Dunstable's flagging nightlife, but now thinks it 
could end up costing landlords dearly.  
Ed Says:  Are price comparison boards fair play? 
They are in being used in many Wetherspoon’s in 
Hertfordshire, Watford being a prime example. Of 
course the information must be correct but as far 
as customers are concerned anything which 
embarrasses the other pubcos and brewers about 
their pricing policy can’t be all bad. 
 

ADZ Town Centre Pub Threat  
lcohol Disorder Zones (or ADZs) are in the 
final stages of discussion by the Home 
Office. The latest version of the proposals 

proposing that pubs in designated areas will have 
to pay towards the cost of policing the area was 
relayed to Parliament on 8th January. Amendments 
to the scheme suggest that a discount of up to 90% 
could be available if the pubs were part of the 
“Best Bar One“, or another recognised scheme. 
Supermarkets, convenience stores and off licenses 
are outside the scheme, and the charges incurred 
could be up to £100 per week. 
What does this mean to customers? As with the 
DPPOs (Designated Public Place Orders) pubs will 
just find themselves inside the designated areas 
and will include establishments causing no 
problems at all. As I have said in the newsletter 
before; town locals are as much under threat, if not 
more, than country pubs. The smoking ban and the 
DPPOs have taken their toll and it is the big beer 
barns that can cope best because of their large 
turnover. The ADZs if introduced in the near future 
may be the last straw for the already pressurised 
licensees. Use them or lose them! Support your 
local.         Steve Bury 

O 

A 

A 

Local News and CAMRA Events 
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Outstanding Achievement 
Award for the Southern Cross 

he Southern Cross in Langley Road, Watford 
has been a consistent entry in the Good Beer 
Guide for several years now, and the credit 
for this must go to publicans John Ross and 

Joan Bayliss, who turned a pub that no-one 
expected to excel, into a classic contemporary real 
ale outlet. This was recognised on the evening of 
Friday 29th February, when Watford & District 
branch presented them with an Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in the Promotion of Real 
Ale.  
The Orchard Pub Company acquired the Southern 
Cross in the early years of this decade and 
immediately set about modernising the interior by 
introducing modern fixtures and fittings, and 
creating an island bar in the centre of a single 
drinking area. Such modernisation often isn’t good 
news for the real ale drinker, as cask beer can be 
neglected in an attempt to push heavily marketed 
lagers and spirit mixers, but John and Joan, who 
have run the pub since it reopened, have 
promoted ale from the very beginning and have for 
some time now had three changing guest ales to 
go alongside their regular offering of Caledonian 
Deuchars IPA, Adnams Broadside and Charles 
Wells Bombardier. The pub’s promotion of real ale 
goes beyond merely serving one of the best ranges 
of beer in Watford; John and Joan are keen 
supporters of the Watford Beer Festival, and 
Watford & District CAMRA branch have 
collaborated with John to host two Real Ale 
Experiences at the pub over the last year. 
John and Joan’s approach has led to the Southern 
Cross gaining an excellent reputation among the 
pub-goers of Watford, and not just among real ale 
fans. The pub’s relaxed and convivial atmosphere 
makes it a favourite for drinkers and diners of all 
ages and tastes. 
It’s often said that a pub that gets it ale right is a 
good pub in all other areas, because excellent ale 
shows commitment to quality on the part of the 
publicans. This is certainly the case with the 
Southern Cross, and the branch would like to 
thank John, Joan and all their staff for their 
dedication and congratulate them on their award. 
History repeated itself once again for Martin Few 
and Gill Gibson at the Land of Liberty, Peace & 
Plenty in Long Lane Heronsgate as, on Friday 22nd 

February, they collected Watford & District’s 
Branch Pub of the Year award for the third year 
running. The Pub of the Year award recognises 
those pubs that not only serve the very best real 
ale, but that offer the best service and welcome, 
and support CAMRA’s campaigning aims. 

Above: John Ross (centre) and Joan Bayliss of the 
Southern Cross accept their Outstanding 
Achievement award from Watford & District 
branch chairman Andrew Vaughan 
 

Land of Liberty’s Local Success 
Continues 

he Land of Liberty Peace and Plenty was 
recently a runner-up in CAMRA’s National 
Pub of the Year competition, so winning the 

local award once again means Martin and Gill 
have another chance to go for the top spot. The 
branch would like to congratulate Martin, Gill and 
their staff, and wish them the best of luck with the 
all-Hertfordshire stage of the competition. 

 

T 

T

Above: Gill and Martin (far right) presented with 
Watford & District’s 2007 Pub of the Year award 
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n Wednesday February 20th in Ware, 
South Herts CAMRA members plus friends 
celebrated community pubs week with 

The Ware Wobble - a pub tour of some of Ware's 
finest community pubs. First port of call was the 
Rose and Crown, a McMullen’s house where 
Richard and Liam served up a special menu for the 
week plus superb Mac’s in the form of AK, Cask 

and IPA; then 
down to The 
Worpell to see 
George and Pat 
(pictured left), 

Hertfordshire's 
longest serving 
landlords where 
Greene King IPA 

and Abbot were in top notch condition as one 
would expect plus, Hook Norton's Old Hooky was 
served as well.   
Then up to the very packed High Oak were Helen 
and Sandra served up GK IPA, Jennings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cumberland, plus Titanic Stout which was 
outstanding and virtually sold out that night!  Last, 
but by no means least Stuart and Sue at the 
wonderful Crooked Billet where we had 
Buntingford Highwaymans IPA, Nethergate Priory 
Mild/Umble, Magna and Oldershaws Newton's 
Drop all served in tip top condition at this GBG 
regular pub.  A great night had by all, thanks for 
everyone for supporting the Wobble and special 
thanks to the landlords for looking after us so well!    
Look forward to seeing you all on the Hertford 
May is Mild crawl on 20 May (see page 17). 

Below: Happy punters at the Crooked Billet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O 
Ware Wobble a Success

 
 
 
 
  

  

St George’s Special 
Wed 23rd April 

Themed beers & Traditional 
English Food 

Lunch & Evening 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Call or visit website for more 
details

• 6+ Real Ales inc. a dark beer 
• Real Cider & Perry 
• New range of Belgian Beers 
• Assorted Pub Games always 

available- cards,doms & more 
• Real Homemade Lunches 
• Free Soft Drinks for Drivers of 
     3 + beer drinkers 

Long Lane, Heronsgate, Hertfordshire, WD3 5BS 
01923 282226  

R4 Bus Direct from Watford & Rickmansworth 
2/3 mile M25 J17; 1 mile Chorleywood Stn 

See www.landoflibertypub.com  
For more information & beer lists

 THE LAND OF LIBERTY, PEACE  
 AND PLENTY         FREEHOUSE 

CAMRA National Pub of the Year 
Finalist 2007! 

May 
Bank 

Holiday 
BBQ ‘s 

Spring Beer 
Festival 

22 – 26 May 
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The last last word on Speckled Hen: 
Your response to Ray Holmes' letter edition 227 is 
not quite correct. Morlands first brewed Old 
Speckled Hen in 1979 as a tribute to the MG car 
factory's golden jubilee that year - the MG plant, 
also located in Abingdon, was closed the following 
year by British Leyland!  Old Speckled Hen was 
the nickname given to one of MG's prototype 
models made in 1927, which was given a paint 
finish with a difference! 
I was given one of the original half pint bottles, 
which bore a hexagonal label printed in green on 
a whitish paper by my then girlfriend who lived 
not far from the brewery. 

Nigel Thomson, East Grinstead 
Ed Says: I’m certainly not right about everything. 
As well as the above Ray Holmes, Business 
Development Manager, Greene King has E-mailed 
us as we mistakenly called him Roy in edition 227. 
Sorry Ray. I think this must be the “last last” word 
on the Speckled Hen and we appreciate having 
you as a regular reader of our periodical.  
 
Ideal Rise selective with the truth: 
The Swan in Park Street has been fenced in (8 feet 
high) off, by a company called "Ideal Rise". The 
fence is very bright and corporate with Ideal Rise 
all over it, with the phone number 0208 843 1977. 
I called in (the car park doors are still open and 
no-one seemed to be around). All the barrels are 
still at the back and there is a pile of banners lying 
in the car park with Ideal Rise all over them, just 
like a housing development. 
I rang the number and a chap called Mark 
answered, he would not give his surname and 
claimed not to know of the plans for the pub. 
I presume they will let it rot for a while and then 
put in for planning permission citing no-one 
wants to use the pub. 
The killer is that they normally work hand in hand 
with the pubco and split the profits. This is 
obviously going to happen a lot now as 
property values are high and some pubs are 
struggling. 
Local councils will like it also as even if they just 
do the car park into housing, they can squeeze in a 
few more crappy small homes, collect 
more tax and keep up with the demand for extra 
dwellings. 
Apparently, Terry and William O'Sullivan (also 
apparently not related) run the firm and Terry is 

out of the country and William is busy at a pub 
site in Watford. Having just found them on the 
web, its seems the plan is quite clear and it would 
explain why "Mark" Fitzgerald was at best evasive, 
if not telling untruths, when I spoke to him, 
especially as he is listed on their website as the 
Corporate Planning Director! 
http://www.idealrise.com/page2.htm 
Name & Registered Office: 
IDEALRISE LIMITED 24 GRAYS INN ROAD 
LONDON, WC1X 8HP 
http://www.idealrise.com/index.htm 
idealrise@btconnect.com 
Tel: 0208 452 3355   Fax: 0208 452 8434 

Martin (name and address supplied) 
 
Oh! Dr Beeching 
With regard to Watton railway station in Brian 
Masons article.  I think we should be fair to the 
much maligned, Dr Beeching. Watton and 
Stapleford were both closed as a wartime economy  
measure on 10th Sept 1939. Stapleford, as we 
know never reopened and services to Watton 
resumed with electrification, in May 1982.  I know 
this has little to do with ale, but the two interests 
do have a habit of mixing with one another. 

Jerry Robertson, Hertford 
 
Have Greene King beers changed? 
I am sure GK beers have and can recollect when 
the generation drinking beer in the 1940s to 60s 
saying in the 1970s and 80s 'The beer does not 
have the taste as it used to', and the younger 
generation concluding 'No problem with the beer, 
your taste buds are not what they were'. 

My experience of GK is varied, however and I 
have had some absolutely outstanding IPA and 
Abbot. 
Two years ago at a 50th birthday bash held in a 
large barn out in the sticks of North East 
Hertfordshire, there were three firkins of IPA 
racked up on gravity, and all ran out in 2 1/2 
hours. It was a serious under-order and I said to 
the bar staff, six of the IPA would have sold out 
during the evening no problem. 

Herts Readers Write 
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Having done the maths, I reckon around a 100 
were drinking the IPA, so the average is a little 
over 2 pints each - no wonder they ran out!!! Also 
consumed were two full size hog roasts. 
Similarly, I have had some exceptional Abbot - 
also on gravity. Some of the large brewers have 
had to contend with poor quality beer served in 
pubs. I think this is why GK began their 'best cask 
ale awards' to raise the standard. 
Incidentally, the Nelson in Wheathamptead is now 
into the top 20 selected by GK for their award out 
of several thousand applications. 

Rob Strachan 
Ed Says:  What people forget is that in the 1970s 
IPA (and I believe Abbot Ale) were brewed at 
Biggleswade and Bury St Edmunds. As I hope the 
informed of us know, each brewery has its own 
fingerprint, and the debate was long as to which 
was the best. Sometimes just to cause confusion, 
beer from the other breweries would come into 
each other’s estate. This of course ended when 
Biggleswade shut. Again, over the years things 
have changed; Greene King no longer malt their 
own barley, for example, and brewers have 
changed as well as the recipe being amended. I 
remember very well the head brewer informing me 
once, with much pleasure that he had changed 
Abbot Ale so that it would reduce the chances of a 
hangover. Never worked for me.   
 
No late drinking in North London 
Following my comment in Readers Write edition 
227 (24-hour drinking very rare indeed) Richard 
Larkin of CAMRA North London Branch has been 
in touch. 
He sent me an article from the Times written by 
Mick Hume titled “24-hour boozing - the sober 
truth”, which hitherto endorses what I said. 
 “Driving through the streets of North and East 
London last Saturday night, we were everywhere 
confronted by the same depressing scene; the pubs 
were all closed, dark and apparently deserted. If 
there is indeed a problem with our late-night 
drinking laws, it is that many of us, on the rare 
occasions we go out, still cannot enjoy a pint after 
midnight at the weekend. That’s what I call 
antisocial.  
Government figures show that 60% of licensed 
premises still close by 11pm on a Saturday, a 
further 24% shut by midnight and only 6% open 
past 1am. 

The truth is 24-hour drinking does not exist. - 470 
pubs, bars and clubs have 24-hour licenses, about 
one per 100,000 adults. Some of course do not use 
their extended hours. So if you find one it is going 
to be a bit of a squeeze. 
The new laws were always measures of regulation 
not liberalisation. But things look different in the 
fantasy world inhabited by the critics, the hardcore 
prigs and political troublemakers wearing reverse 
“beer goggles” that makes everything look ugly 
around drink. Ignoring any review findings of a 
drop in alcohol consumption and violent crime, 
they seized upon the one weapon to hand — a 
reported increase in offences between 3 and 6 am, 
a sleepy time that accounts for just 4% of night-
time trouble.  
It may shock the critics that even in the 1970s 
where it often seemed very hard to find any pubs 
open people still got drunk and into trouble, yet 
somehow society survived.” 
Ed Says I hope Mick will accept my editing and I 
am in total agreement with his views. 
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Ware 2008 Real Ale 
Festival 

 ~ At ~ 
Ware Arts Centre, Kibes Lane, Ware 

(Entrance around the back) 
 

Fri – Sat, 11 - 12 April 2008 
 

26 Real Ales & 3 Ciders 
 

Opening Times: 7.00-11.00 both nights Entry 
price £3 both nights  

(advance tickets required for Friday) 
 

Live music Saturday night: The Trees 
 

Tickets on sale now at:  
Genesis Jewellers, 16 High St., Ware, Herts.  

 

All proceeds to local charities 
 

For further information contact:  
01920-424095 or email: 

josemporium@hotmail.co.uk 



 

Your
Name:……..……....……….……………… 
 
……………………………….…………… 
Your  
Address:……...….....…………....………... 
 
……………………...……………………… 
 
……………………...……………………… 
 
……………………………………………… 
 
Postcode:………….….…………………… 
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Fill in all the squares in the grid so that 
every row, column and each of the nine 
3x3 squares contain all the letters of 
Loddon brewery beer: DRAGONFLY 

Completed entries by 1 June 2008 to: 
Steve Bury, 14 New Road, Shenley, 
Herts, WD7 9EA. 
1st winner drawn wins a CAMRA 2008 
Good Beer Guide.  

Any comments, articles or letters for publication 
are welcome. Please send to: Steve Bury, 14 New 

Road, Shenley, Herts, WD7 9EA. Or Email us at our 
NEW address: pintsofview@hotmail.co.uk 

2008 St Albans Beer Festival: 24-27 September 
Dr Feelgood are back by popular demand! 

 
Formed on Canvey Island in Essex in the 1970s Dr Feelgood remains one of the most 
popular and exciting live rhythm and blues acts in the world. 
 
The raw and uncompromising sound and style of their music resulted in the album 
Stupidity which immediately went to the number one position in the UK charts. 
 
Dr Feelgood have also enjoyed global success with a string of hit singles including: 
Roxette, Back in the Night, Milk and Alcohol, Down at the Doctors, She Does it Right, 
Going Back Home and See You Later Alligator – which gave the group their first gold 
record. 
 
2008 sees the band continue to tour extensively throughout the world visiting exciting 
new places and thrilling crowds with the vitality of their live show. 
 
 
Dr Feelgood will be playing at the 2008 St Albans Beer Festival, Alban 
Arena on Saturday 27 September 2008, so make a note in your diary! 

 
 
 
 

www.drfeelgood.org www.stalbansbeerfestival.com  



 

 
ay comes round again and with it 
another chance for CAMRA to 
champion Mild, a brew that is hard to 

find in Hertfordshire’s pubs.  It is reckoned that as 
few as 10 now stock it on a regular all-year-round 
basis.  But May is when Mild blossoms with 
CAMRA branches all over the land holding events 
in support of this rare and endangered breed.  In 
Hertfordshire most of the branches will be putting 
on chances to try mild, marking another Make 
May A Mild Month — look out for events near you. 
 

Putting It Mildly… 
Mild was developed in the 
18th and 19th Centuries as 
a less aggressively bitter 
style of beer than porter 
and stout. Early Milds 
were much stronger than 
most modern 
interpretations which tend 
to fall into the 3% to 3.7% 
category, though there are 
still some notable stronger 
versions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mild’s usual darkness is normally 
attributed to the use of well-
roasted malts, roasted barley or 

caramel.  Paler versions have 
existed — many of us will remember 

Mac’s AK being marketed as a light 
Mild until its original gravity was 

raised. Whilst some regional and local brewers still 
produce a mild — until the 1960s all brewers had a 
Mild in their portfolio - in Hertfordshire you are 
more likely to find examples from our important 
band of micro-brewers, including Red Squirrel 
Brewery Dark Ruby Mild, Tring Mansion Mild and 
Buntingford Pargeter Mild.  Locally CAMRA’s 
support for mild goes way back to 1977 when 
Make May A Mild Month 
events took place at the Bell 
and Crown in Hertford,  the 
Rose and Crown, Essenden,  
Plough, Great Munden, 
Victoria, Watford and Red 
Lion, Radlett. That year North 
Herts Branch ran a Mild Beer 
Festival at Therfield Village 
Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M 
Making a Mild Month of May 

Peter and Katie give you a warm welcome to - 

The Mermaid Public House 
 

 
 

 

 

Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 3RL, Tel 01727 837758 
Open 12-11pm Mon-Thurs, 12-12am Fri & Sat, 12-10.30pm Sun 

Car Park and Beer Garden 

6 Cask Ales 
Draught Cider and 

Perry 
 

Selection of Wine 
and Belgian Beers 

 

Home Cooked Food 
Served Daily 12-3pm 

& 5-7pm 

All Sports Shown 
 

Monthly Comedy Nights - 
Tickets £6 in Advance or £7 

on Door 
 

Karaoke Every Sunday 6–10pm 
 

Backgammon Night Every 
Tuesday from 8pm - All 

Players Welcome 
 

Jam Sessions Every Monday 
Night 

 

Live Music Every Weekend  
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RRIVA Buses run route 700 from Stevenage 
to Stansted Airport via Hitchin, Letchworth, 
Baldock, Buntingford, Puckeridge, Standon, 

Little Hadham and Bishops Stortford. It gives us the 
chance to visit the eastern half of our branch area 
without having the need to drive there.  With up to 
6 buses running during ‘opening time’ it gives you 
plenty of scope to hop on and off buses at your 
will. The fares are very cheap.  The best deal is an 
Explorer ticket with a day’s unlimited travel for up 
to 4 people for only £7. You can get more details 
of bus times and prices from INTERLINK travel line 

on 0870 608 2608. 
On leaving Baldock the 
route 700 takes the main 
A507 to Cottered. Your 
first port of call is the Bull 
(01763 281243) with the 
bus stopping outside the 
front door! This open plan 

Greene King pub has a beer garden and sells IPA 
and Abbot. It tends to be a food-orientated pub but 
it does have a separate drinking area. 
Rejoin the bus outside the pub to continue your 
journey to Buntingford, and when it crosses the 
A10 it is a short ride into 
the town centre. Here the 
bus will deposit you 
outside the Crown (  
01763 271308).  What is it 
with buses and pubs? The 
Crown is an ideal place to 
start your visit to 
Buntingford, and if you can only spare time to visit 

a couple of pubs make this 
and Brambles (left) your 
first choice. The Crown is a 
friendly pub, run by Colin 
and Cherry, and has 
featured in the last 17 
editions of CAMRA’s Good 

Beer Guide. It has two bars, a rear covered patio, 
plus a beer garden for those hot summer days! 
Look out for the bird in the cage. This is a fine free 
house and sells up to three changing real ales.  If 
you are feeling hungry why not try one of their 
Mad Cow Pies! They sometime have themed food 
nights. 
If you choose to visit all the pubs in Buntingford 

 
 
then a suggested route might be to walk from the 
Crown back along High Street until you come to 
Brambles (117 High Street, 01763 271327) Here 
you will find up to eight real ales, usually from 
Fullers, Buntingford Brewery and Tring Brewery 
and sometimes others further afield. This pub 
features in the current Good Beer Guide. 

Returning along High 
Street you take a left turn 
into Church Street and go 
down to the Fox and Duck 
(23 Church Street,  
01763 271308). This is a 
comfortable two-bar side 
street pub. This pub has 

Sky TV and a beer garden outside. It sells Greene 
King IPA.  Look out for the off-sales hatch by the 
front door, a rarity in Hertfordshire.  Return to the 
High Street, turning left, and 
continue to the Black Bull 
(16 High Street,  01763 
271230) this is a McMullen 
pub so expect to see AK and 
their new beer Cask Ale on 
sale. This town centre local 
has a comfortable bar area and a beer garden, the 
pubs sells food but not on Tuesdays. On leaving 

the Black Bull turn left and 
proceed to the Jolly Sailors 
(2 Station Road,  01763 
271353). This is a free 
house with a traditional 
bar at the front with 
restaurant  and games area 

to the side and rear. Children are welcome in the 
conservatory. The beer on sale is Shepherd Neame 
Spitfire, and occasionally another one.   Food is 
served Tues to Sat Lunchtimes. Your next port of 
call (sailors etc) is along 
Station Road at the 
Railway Inn (on corner of 
London Road,  01763 
271374). Buntingford lost 
its railway, like many other 
places in the early 60’s, to 
that wonderful man Dr Beeching. This is 
essentially a Chinese restaurant but still does real 
ale. It sells Greene King IPA. You can now either 
return back to the Crown for the next bus or take a 

A 

Local Features 

Route 700 Opens up North Herts Branch Area 
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diversion to Aspenden. At the turn of the 19th 
Century Buntingford had fifteen pubs, what a pub 
crawl that would have 
been! 
The walk to the Fox at 
Aspenden is just under a 
mile each way. Come out 
of the Railway Inn walk 
along Aspenden road, 
going under the A10 Buntingford  bypass, till you 
come to the Fox (  01763 271886) which is just 
beyond the turning to Westmill on your left hand 
side.  
This unspoilt traditional village local is housed in 
buildings dating back to the 16th Century. It has 
two bars and a beer garden to the rear. Traditional 
food is served here. The beer is well worth 
drinking and consists of Greene King IPA and 
Abbot Ale, plus one from GK’s guest range. 
Having left Buntingford via London Road the bus 
rejoins the A10. Continue till you get to the turning 
for Westmill. You had better ask the driver to stop 
here. Walk along the road for about a quarter of a 

mile where you 
will come to 
the lovely 
village of 
Westmill. Here 
you will not 

only find the Sword Inn Hand (above) but also the 
Westmill Tea Rooms. Whilst the tea rooms are not 
licensed they make an excellent excuse to get ‘her’ 
indoors to make the short walk here. The food and 
cups of tea come highly recommended, and it is a 
favourite watering hole for cyclists! The Sword Inn 
Hand (  01763 271356) is a country pub of real 
character. Now very much a restaurant pub it still 
retains a traditional bar area. There is a beer 
garden to sit in. The beers on sale are Greene King 
IPA, and sometimes something more interesting.   
Summer opening hours are often longer…(It’s 
probably easier to walk to Westmill than go back 
to Buntingford and wait ages for the next bus just 
for one stop.  Turn right at the cricket pitch and 
follow the road for about half a mile.  Be warned 
there is no pavement, or streetlights, this is the 
country, after all.  
Walk back to the A10 where the bus (if you can 
get it to stop) takes you along the valley of the 
River Rib to Puckeridge. On leaving the A10 the 
bus will turn into the B1368 Braughing Road 

(Station Road), oh why could not Dr Beeching 
have left things alone?! The 
bus takes a right turn into 
Buntingford Road where you 
will stop outside the White 
Hart (right). There are two 
pubs in Braughing the Axe 
and Compasses (Flowers IPA 
and one or two guests) and 
Brown Bear (GK IPA, Abbot) but as they are more 
than a mile away fitness and timing are all 
important! The White Hart (Buntingford Road) (  
01920 821309) is a comfortable, welcoming 
McMullen pub. It has a multi roomed area with a 
bar in the middle. Beers on offer are AK and 
Country.  It has a reputation for good food. On 

leaving the pub turns 
left and continue into 
the High Street. Here 
you will come across 
the Crown and Falcon 
(33 High Street,  
01920 821561). This is 
an attractive welcoming 

pub with a large bar and restaurant. Its picturesque 
white fronted outside reveals superb interior 
timber-work. On the last inspection of this free 
house it sold McMullen AK, Adnams Bitter and 
two guests, often one from Buntingford Brewery.  
Go back to the White Hart and catch the bus to 
Standon or walk along another Station Road (Oh, 
Dr B..!) until we reach the A120 and stop outside 
the Heron.  
The pubs in Standon and the rest of the route are 
part of the Herts Essex Borders branch of CAMRA 
but as I have visited them on several occasions, 
feel they deserve a mention here. They once made 
paper for Bibles in 
Standon! The Heron 
(Kents Lane/A120,  
01920 821236) which 
incorporates the China 
Garden Restaurant still has 
the feel of a friendly 
comfortable local. Greene King IPA is the choice.   
On leaving the Heron turn right into the High 
Street. The first pub you come to is the Bell (4 High 
Street,  01920 821639). This true village pub has 
a frontage dating from the 16th Century and has a 
large garden with petanque and a children’s area. 
It sells Greene King IPA and sometimes Abbot, and 

Local Features 
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were soon off to our first pub, the Green Man 
(previous page, bottom right) in Sandridge. This 
Punch pub has been under Mike Eames’ 
management for the past 20 years. The Greene 
King Abbot here is a reference point for that beer. 
Also on offer were the other regular beers, Greene 
King IPA and Caledonian Deuchars IPA. The guest 
ales available on our visit were from a local 
brewery, Tring Colleys Dog (5%) and Legless Lal 
(4.5). These were, as expected, in tip-top condition 
and very flavoursome.  
The next leg of our journey was to Gustard Wood 
on the last 304 of the night at 19.10. Nine minutes 

later we were 
dropped in 
the middle of 
nowhere at 

the 
Ballslough 

Hill cross 
roads and 

were soon inside the welcoming Cross Keys 
(above). Unfortunately, we didn’t see Bob 
Andrews, the owner, but we were able to sample a 
pint of Greene King H&H Rocking Rudolph, an 
excellent brew weighing in at 4.5%. A welcome 
change in the pub is the clean atmosphere. It used 
to be a smokers pub. Hopefully, the smoking 
regulations won’t tip the balance against rural pubs 
such as this. 
Time was pressing and the next part of our crawl 
involved a walk of nearly three miles. With the last 
304 now gone, it was a case of walking back along 
the twisting road to Wheathampstead. Fortunately 
most 
motorists 
were 
courteous, 
dipping their 
headlights 
and giving us 
a wide berth as they passed. We carried on 
walking up Church Road and down Amwell Lane 
to the Greene King GBG, Elephant & Castle in 
Amwell (above). This is another fairly isolated pub 
but always seems to have a good trade.  
Malcolm was behind the bar with a cheerful 
greeting and two more pints of excellent Abbot. 
We compared diaries and found that we would 
probably be at the Luton Beer Festival on the same 
day the following week. Had we thought quickly 

enough, we could have ordered a couple of the 
pub’s enormous baguettes to soak up the beer. 
At 21.25 we were on our way again and heading 
for the Nelson on the 
other side of 
Wheathampstead in 
Marford Road. The 
Nelson is owned by 
Bob Andrews of the 
Cross Keys and run 
by Steve Pascall who 
has turned the pub 
into an excellent operation from nothing in the last 
couple of years. We sat by the open fire with pints 
of McMullens AK. Time to leave was 22.10 and 
we walked back to the Swan (below) and the bus 
stop. As the bus hadn’t yet arrived, there was time 

for a swift half each 
of Greene King 
Morland Old 
Speckled Hen which 
doesn’t have the 
body and flavour of 
the bottled version.  
The bus arrived on 
time and 15 minutes 

later we were back in St. Albans with just time to 
nip into the Mermaid (below) for last orders. Pete 
Cruickshank and Katie Avery are working hard to 
promote the pub as a mecca for real ale. Martin 
had a pint of Hadrian Gladiator while I settled for a 
half, and a half of Gary’s Mild from Red Squirrel 
brewery in Hertford. 
For those who say the only way to get to village 
and rural pubs is to drive, I say, “Give this itinerary 
a try”. We 
managed 5 out of 
town pubs in a 5-
hour evening trip 
by bus and on 
foot. The cost of 
the ticket 
is only £1.70 on 
top of a train ticket to St. Albans. It can be done on 
any Monday-Saturday at the timings given. The 
times quoted are current to September 2007. It is 
strongly advised that checks are made on the 
Intalink website or from Traveline on 0871 200 
2233. For those preferring to do the trip on 
daylight, start off on the 11.50 320 from St. Peter’s 
Street to Sandridge for a 55 minute break before 
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catching the 304 at 
12.50 on to Gustard 
Wood. This gives 
another break of an 
hour before returning 
at 14.18 to 
Wheathampstead and 
the rest of the crawl as 
detailed above. 

    Inset of map page 24 
John Crowhurst  

 

North Herts Mini Bus Rambles 
ebruary found us once again on the road to 
visit more out of the way places. 
Our first port of call, which is not strictly off 

the beaten track, but a long way out of Baldock, 
was the George IV (right) on the old A1, on the 
way to Letchworth. As 
the pub stands in the 
Parish of Weston, 
everyone refers to it as 
being in Baldock. In 
1806 a cottage 
became a beer house 
which was demolished 
and rebuilt about 1850. Ruddles County was very 
nice and the Greene King IPA and Speckled Hen 
were reasonable. 
Moving on we next went to the Moon & Stars at 
Rushden (below), often mistaken for the other 

town in 
Northamptonshire by 
foreign lorry drivers 
travelling west on the 
A507, until a 
Hertfordshire sign was 
erected. I have always 
liked this little pub, 

which in my working days was a very good place 
for real ale and a ‘ploughman’s lunch’. In 1806, 
the pub was called the ‘Seven Stars’ and in 1817 
called the ‘Half Moon & Stars’. Other than that, 
little is known of the 
pub. On offer were 
Greene King IPA and 
London Pride, both in 
good condition.  
We then made our 
way across country to 
the Fox & Duck, right, 

at Therfield. The pub, circa 1750, was mortgaged 
to a Thomas Crocket of Royston and rebuilt in the 
nineteenth Century. It has recently had an 
attractive interior refurbishment and Ruddles Best 
Bitter and Greene King IPA, were on offer both in 
very good condition. The other pub in Therfield, 
called the Bell was closed at the end of the last 
century. 
We were all looking 
forward to the next pub, 
the Cabinet at Reed, 
right. I have fond 
memories of sitting at 
the ‘inglenook’ fireplace 
in the winter, munching 
away at yet another ploughman’s lunch. Its 
fortunes have changed over the last few years and 
it is more of a restaurant that serves beer. 
However, when we arrived, the pub was once 
again closed for refurbishment (to be updated in 
Down Your Way). 
Not to be downhearted, we made our way to the 
Countryman at Chipping, below. This pub quite 
literally stands beside the A10, and only opens on 

Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. It is worth 
visiting as it is a very old 
building, with original 
wooden beams and 
other features. I need to 
research its history as I 
know of nothing 

recorded. The beers available were Marston Sweet 
Chariot and Wells & Young’s Bombardier. Both 
were in excellent condition. 
Because the Cabinet at Reed was closed, we 
decided to try the Fox at Aspenden, below, just 
south of Buntingford as 
our last pub of the 
evening. This pub is 
really off the beaten 
track, but is well worth a 
visit. In 1771 and for the 
next century, the pub 
was divided into two 
dwellings, of which one was an alehouse. 
Simpson’s of Baldock owned it and now it is a 
Greene King pub. Greene King IPA and Hook 
Norton Old Hooky were on sale and both were in 
very good condition.                          .  
With that last pub, the evening ended and we all 

F

Harpenden 

Wheathampstead 

Gustard Wood 

Sandridge 

St Albans 
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 wended our way 
home to bed, 
(some quicker than 
others), until the 
next time. 

Brian Mason 
Left: Inset of map 
on page 24 
 

 
 

Is St Albans Booze Ban a Scam? 
n Edition 226 Dec/Jan 2008 we highlighted the 
unsatisfactory situation that St Albans City 
centre pubs had been put in following the 

Council putting the area under a DPPO 
(Designated Public Place Order). The St Albans 
and Harpenden Review published a front page 
article on Wednesday 28th February which appears 
to show that the Council have now relented and 
customers are allowed to drink outside pubs again 
as long as they are well behaved. In Edition 226 
we published a long piece from Brian Parker who 
explained exactly what the order meant and 
exposed the small number of complaints that had 
been made. District Council chief executive 
Daniel Goodwin is quoted in the article as 
admitting that the Council has no right to stop 
outside drinking in the area. He continued by also 
admitting that the original letter could have been 
misinterpreted as banning the consumption of 
alcohol outside the premises. Brian Parker’s 
comment was “This is a scam the council should 
acknowledge that it set out to stop people drinking 
in public, contrary to the 2001 Criminal Justice 
and Police Act and should write a formal apology 
to the five pubs affected”. 
Julie Barnes, landlady of the White Swan in Upper 
Dagnall Street said “This has affected our trade 
especially because of the smoking ban”. The other 
pubs placed under the ban are the Boot, the Snug 
at the Fleur De Lys, at the Clock Tower in French 
Row, Harry Smith’s in Verulam Road, and the 
Great Northern in London Road. 
The article was accompanied by Brian Parker and 
Julie Barnes enjoying a drink outside the White 
Swan, Brian a discerning drinker was using a 
CAMRA St Albans Beer Festival glass.   
The council says it will clarify the situation in a 
leaflet to be sent to all city centre pubs.  

In the wake of the Review's exposure of the 
District Council's illegal efforts to ban drinking 
outside pubs, the authority is beginning to sort out 
the confusion. 
It has announced it will be taking over 
responsibility from the County Council for 
licensing tables and chairs on pavements, and is 
drawing up a draft policy. 
But despite it being highlighted how city centre 
pubs had been wrongly told to stop customers 
drinking outside; it has neither apologised to 
landlords nor communicated with them to clarify 
the position. 
In an effort to bolster its reputation, however, the 
licensing department is reminding the public it was 
awarded the title of Local Authority of the Year in 
the Responsible Drinks Retailing Awards - in 
November. 
Labour leader Roma Mills responded: "How odd 
that only a few months ago, officers from the 
district council busied themselves telling local 
publicans to stop their customers standing or 
sitting outside whilst having a drink, because a 
very small number of local residents found this 
activity intimidating. 
"No doubt all will be well when we have chairs 
and tables licensed to be placed on the pavement - 
will consumers' feet have to be licensed in a 
similar way if they choose to stand with a drink in 
hand?" 
Ed Says: It appears we cannot escape this 
bureaucratic nightmare, how about some common 
sense, and some honest admission of error? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Allens Green: Congratulations to the Queens Head 
winning the Herts & Essex Borders Branch pub of 
the year. The Queens is a community village pub 
re-opened following closure by a big brewer. 
Barley: the Fox and Hounds has suffered £500k 
worth of fire damage. This is the pub which used 
to have a small brewery and has a gantry sign over 
the road which is still intact.  The pictures don’t 
look good - the bars have been seriously affected 
but one suspects, with the right intent, this one can 
be mended.                                  
Bishop’s Stortford: The Red White & Blue, just to 

I 

This section contains information from a large 
number of sources and occasionally errors may 
occur. Comments or additional information 
should be sent to our contact details on page 20. 
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