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Pubco Pub Sales — Winners and Losers By Steve Bury, editor

S

ince the announcement that Punch were
putting all their tied estate of pubs on the
market there has been a flurry of activity. Bu t
what exactly has happened and what are the
effects on Hertfordshire drinkers and licensees?
Initially it was hoped that a large number of pubs
would go into pr ivate ownership and become
genuine free houses, and thus have the ability to
serve the beers of the customers’ and owners’
choice. If the kind of economies some publicans
were predicting could be made the price may even
have reduced as well. The bidding, offers and
counter offers have been going on for several
months and some licensees still do not know if
they have succeeded in purchasing their pubs yet.
So let’s talk about what is confirmed. Firstly large
blocks of pubs have moved from the P unch estate
to o ther brewing companies and pub companies.
Young & Co, the South London pub operator,
made what it called a “sizeable offer” for a
package of pubs but its bid was rejected. Wells,
Young’s brewing partner based in Bedford, have
bought 26 Punch pubs, and it is reported are
selling a few of their tied estate to individual
licensees. Admiral Taverns, who are in serious
financial difficulties after taking a £500million loan
from H BOS to buy pubs, have now also been
forced to start selling pubs. Charles Wells have
acquired the Goat in St Albans from Enterprise,
along with the Wh ite Hart in Welwyn fro m Punch.
Around Hertfordshire the pub acquisitions stories
are very different.
White Hart Welwyn: Punch to Charles Well’s.
They have now increased their beer range to Eagle
IPA, Bombardier and one of the other Wells and
Youngs portfo lio on a ro tating basis.
The Old White Horse in Baldock has been sold by
Enterprise to Wells Pub Company. Apparently th is
was done very quietly and was finalised before
Margaret (the tenant) was infor med.
The reverse of th is was the transfer of the Goat in
St Albans; sold by Enterprise to Charles Well’s
effective on 17th July - and the present team who
will stay in situ were well in formed and are happy
with the change.
Moon & Stars, Rushden bought from Punch, now a
free house. As is the Cricketers, Ickleford, also
bought fro m Punch.
The Old Fox in Old Bricket Wood bought from
Punch is now a free house. As you will see from
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Down your Way later in this edition the pub is
now owned by Marion and Daniel Hefferman.
Again shabby dealing by Punch who not only did
not keep the previous landlord Ken Dury informed
of the progress of his bid to buy, they just gave him
notice to quit on the 30th May following the sale.
We of course welcome Marion and Daniel the
new owners and accept that this had nothing to do
with them. The Old Fox has been through hard
times over the past few years but Ken had shown it
could be run as a going concern, now it is free of
Punch the pub has every chance of success.
Peter Wells, Charles Wells Pub Company sales &
marketing director, said the deals reflected the
group’s “commitment to invest in properties and
operators with the customer service and retail skills
to deliver a great pub experience”.
The pubs’ licensees were being invited to meet the
brewer’s directors and support team, he added, “to
demonstrate the assistance that will help drive
sales and maximise profitability”.
The Cock, Harpenden, licensee felt very let down
by Punch who totally ignored her offer to buy the
pub and found the sale to Wells a surprise.
Following th is though Wells have done everything
they can to be helpful and have run a beer tasting
night in the pub.
The Plough & Harrow in Harpenden has also been
sold by Enterprise to Wells. They were selling a lot
of different real ales through the SIBA (Society of
Independent Brewers) scheme, previously set up
through Enterprise, and are now worried that their
beer range will be reduced. Other than the beer
range which may be resolved there are no other
problems - the message from them was for me to
ask them again in a month .
Things were not so easy for Nick & Marian Darter
of the Chequers, Woolmer Green who are not
happy about their pub being sold by Punch to
Wells. They had put an offer in to Punch to buy
the freehold and were in negotiations re the
purchase when their Area Manager was told it had
been sold.
Since being owned by Wells Nick and Marian’s
experience has not been good. Points they have
mentioned to me are:
• The original cask beer range was much smaller
with Wells than it was with Punch. Some
‘guest’ beers are unbranded brews from Wells,
e.g. the current Waggle Dance. After asking

around they found that other ‘standard’ Wells
pubs have access to cask beers from Waverley
and the SIBA Direct Delivery Scheme. After a
meeting Nick & Marian are being offered a
wider range, but with a “corkage charge”.
What this w ill mean on pricing is not yet clear.
• Real cider is not available fro m Wells and it
was from Punch.
• Ordering/delivery
has
become
very
troublesome since Wells took over. On th is
point I understand Wells have outsourced their
drays to a company in Coventry!
Charles Wells Acquisitions Summer 2009
Winkwell
Three Horseshoes
Baldock
Old White Horse
Woolmer Green Chequers Inn
Aldenham
Roundbush
Harpenden
Old Cock Inn
Harpenden
Plough and Harrow
Patchetts Green Three Compasses
Northaw
Two Brewers
St Albans
Goat
Welwyn
White Hart
Chorleywood
Black Horse
I am sure that a lo t more pubs have changed
hands, and I know that some that are still either
negotiating or finalising the paperwork. Please
send us any information even with our local
network we don’t hear everything.
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or its branches.
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Brewery and Pub Industry News
Enterprise Inns to Drop
Restrictive Covenants

E

nterprise Inns has vowed to ditch restrictive
covenants that prevent pubs being used as
licensed premises when sold off.
The move is one in a series of measures the
company has come up with in response to the
Business and Enterprise Committee (BEC) report
which was highly critical
of
the
relationship
between pubcos and
licensees.
During evidence sessions
Enterprise
Inns
chief
executive Ted Tuppen
defended
‘restrictive
covenants’ on the basis that having too many pubs
in one area can make it tougher for those that
remain to compete.
However the company has now followed Punch
Taverns in removing restrictive covenants from
pub sales.
The other commitments, which have been sent to
Business Secretary Lord Mandelson, include
reform of tie deals, and providing better support
and discounts for tenants.
Lord Mandelson must decide whether to refer the
BEC report to the Competition Commission for
further investigation.
But in a statement Enterprise said this wou ld be a
“waste of taxpayers’ money”.
The statement said: “Enterprise Inns believes that
any further investigation into the beer and pub
market would not be in the best in terests of either
the pub industry or the general public.
“It wou ld cause damaging uncertainty at a critical
time for investment and employment in the
industry and be a waste of taxpayers’ money”.
The statement then goes on to outline the 13 areas
of reform that Enterprise is committed to; these
include:
• Not imposing restrictive covenants preventing
the continuing use of premises for licensed
purposes
• Providing funding for an independent
representative body for licensees
• Committing to “ full d isclosure of the
assumptions underlying the assessment of
operating profit for pubs at the time o f letting”
• Not allow ing licensees to enter a binding lease
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•
•
•
•

withou t a business plan, which must be signed
off by a qualified trade accountant, Enterprise
and the licensee
Revising its own C ode of Practice
Offering discounts of up to £150 per barrel to
licensees entering agreements
Offering “royalties free” AWP agreements, but
continuing w ith fu ll tie for gaming machines
Supporting British Institu te of Innkeeping
initiatives to provide training and qualification
schemes for Business Development Managers
Matt Eley — The Publican, 29 June 2009

Pub Aid Publicise the Good
things about your Local

L

et’s make it clear - PubAid is not a CAMRA
campaign nor yet has CAMRA’s support, bu t
they are, like us, frustrated by some of the
coverage in the media and negativity from
government about our pubs.
PubAid wants to change that perception by
generating positive news stories that will be
regularly sent to local, regional and national
media, as well as government.
How will Pub Aid do th is?
Simply by asking licensees to spend a couple of
minu tes registering the charitable activities carried
out in their pubs at www.pubaid.com. There is no
charge to register and it is estimated that 10,000
pubs will be raising £20 million in charitable
donations by 31 December 2009.
How to register
Des O’Flanagan, Tim Sykes, Jason Wollington &
Ross Piggott
PubAid Ltd
PO Box 56592
Wandsworth
London SW18 0GR
Tel: 020 30522278
Fax: 01442 870110
www.pubaid.com info@pubaid.com

The following have kindly given PubAid their
The follow
ing have kindly given PubAid
financial
support.
their financial support:
ALMR Beds & Bars Brakspear Captiv a
Marketing Charles Wells Coca-Cola
Enterprise
Inns Everards
Fullers
Greene King Harvey's Licensed Trade
Charity Magners Punch Taverns SA
Brain Theakstons Scottish & Newcastle
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Beer News and Features
Advertising Beer and Lager

C

AMRA is against the advertising of beer and
lager. In our view enormous amoun ts of
money are spent each year promoting some
of the worst products on the market. It is you the
consumer is who paying to have these sub
standard drinks pushed upon the general public.
Advertising by its nature is misleading and is there
to persuade people to by one product over another
regardless of quality. To try and guard against this
the government has legislation and the Advertising
Standards Authority (ASA). So let’s look at some
recent advertising.
Cheeky beer advert banned
The advertising watchdog has banned a poster ad
for cheekily suggesting beer could increase a shy
young man's confidence with women. The poster
showed a nervous looking man next to a largebotto med woman in a new figure-hugging dress,
with the slogan "Take Courage my friend" -- a
slogan used by makers of Courage beer in the past.
The Advertising Standards Authority (ASA) said it
had received three complaints fro m people saying
the ad implied beer could give the man confidence
either to make negative comments about the
woman, or to take advantage of her.
But
brewer
Wells
and
Young's,
which makes
Courage Best
Bitter
and
Directors, said
the poster featured a situation many men could
relate to, and noted that the slogan echoed
previous ad campaigns from the 1950s to the
1980s. "We are very surprised by the ASA's
decision regarding our Courage advertisement,"
said its marketing director Chris Lewis. "The advert
depicts a very common situation which our
customers would relate to and there is certainly no
indication that our 'hero' in the advert would say
anything 'negative' to his partner or 'take
advantage of her'. Our intention through this
advertising is to portray humorous everyday
occurrences which Courage drinkers can relate to.
The ASA said that while it understood the
humorous intention o f the advert, it breached
advertising guidelines "by suggesting that the beer
could increase confidence". mmmmmmmmmmm
But Lewis said: "Every man with some life
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experience has been in the situation where they
have been asked the infamous line: 'Does my bum
look big in this’? And as every man in Britain
knows, the correct response is 'No’!
"It is because this is universally understood that we
did no t pu t these words on the poster".
Is 'topless' drinks offer also an advertising issue?
North Shields-based Ladhar Group a pub chain
has apologised after Labour MP for Rotherham
Denis MacShane claimed the Sinners bar in
Newcastle which they own was promoting the
degradation of women customers by encouraging
them to go to pless.
In reply to the House of Commons question Gerry
Sutcliffe Licensing Minister said: "Clearly th is is
irresponsible advertising. It is not what we want to
see, particularly where alcohol is concerned. I
believe that we have set out how to deal with
irresponsible advertising ... the powers are there. If
we can strengthen those powers we will do” .
A spokeswoman for Ladhar said: "The offensive
notice in question read 'Whoever shows her ... the
word begins with T and ends with S ... to the bar
staff gets a free short. G irls on ly'!
"After an investigation a male member of staff was
disciplined and we apologise to any customers
who saw the notice and were offended."

Cider is still going Pear-Shaped

M

ingers Irish cider well there’s a
spoof if I’ve ever
seen one! The pasteurised
carbonated drink it mimics
(Magners) has had some of the most extensive
advertising over the last couple of years, and yes it
is popular amongst a certain group o f dr inkers.
Bulmers re-launched their cider with another large
campaign and Kopparberg, the cider from Sweden,
have been part of the fizzy revival all supported by
major advertising campaigns.
In editio n 232, I made the point “There is no such
thing as Pear Cider” it is Perry and always has
been for thousands of years. Magners, to add to the
wrongness, have also launched a “Pear Cider” to
presumably compete with Kopparberg who market
several fruit concoctions.
If the ASA is to mean anything - and they do take a
hard line on certain advertisements as seen above why can’t they make producers use the correct
name for their products?
Steve Bury

News around Hertfordshire
Royston Pubs to pay for Police Globe at Letchworth gets North
ubs in Royston are paying for two extra
Herts Award
officers on eight-hour shifts, mainly on

P

weekend evenings, under the scheme that
started in Ju ly.
Funding comes from the 450 firms, includ ing
around 30 pubs and restaurants, in Royston that
contribute to the Business Improvement District.
Under the BID, firms pay an extra 2% levy on their
business rates to fund in itiatives to improvement
safety and the local environment.
The three-month pilot police patrol scheme is set
to cost a little under £15,000 Said Royston town
manager Geraint Burnell, “ It’s believed to be the
first time money from a BID has been used to pay
for po lice. Usually security fir ms are used”.
Burnell said “Royston didn’t have any particular
alcohol-related problems,” adding: “There are
things we want to keep a lid on, like kids drinking
in parks and general boisterousness when people
come out o f pubs in the evening”.
Jim Beech, licensee of Royston’s Chequers Hotel,
has refused to join the BID , which would cost him
£370 per year extra on his rates. “I don’t see why I
should pay any more,” he said. “I’m trying to get
my rates reduced because of the smoke ban and
they’re trying to get more off me for policing”.
From the Morning Advertiser, 17 Ju ly 2009
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A

t a recent North Hertfordshire Branch
Meeting, we voted the Globe in Letchworth
as the Most Improved Pub in the Branch
area; voting was 3:1 in their favour!
Allison and Brian
Forgie
(CAMRA
members)
who
took over the pub
in February were
determined
to
make it a success
and have installed two new handpumps in
addition to the one that was previously in use.
To say they have improved the pub out o f all
recognition is a huge understatement. For those
unfamiliar with Letchworth's history, there were
covenants in place to prohibit pubs. Soon after I
moved here in the early 1980's, a stranger coming
from the railway station asked me where he could
get a drink between trains. I said his best bet was
to get back on a train to either Hitchin or Baldock,
as in Letchworth there were only two places: the
Broadway Hotel (which was a Hotel rather than a
pub) or the Black Squirrel, where you didn't need
knuckledusters as they issued them at the door!
Cont/d

News around Hertfordshire
The Arena Tavern, the
Hogshead (left) and the
Three Magnets were all
still shops in those days.
The
Black
Squirrel
closed, re-opened as the
Mexican Mule, became
a Tapas Bar, then a Thai restaurant. It was reopened as the Globe pub - but not a particularly
good one, until Allison and Brian Forgie took it
over. They are full of ideas, have arranged live
music, let ou t their function roo m, serve good,
reasonably-priced food and made it well worth a
visit!
The presentation of the Most Improved Pub in the
North Herts Branch will take place on Friday 4th
September 2009 in The Globe, Gernon Road,
Letchworth at 8 for 8:3 0, during Herts Pubs Week.
Colin Yates, North Herts Branch Chairman

Bob Muir Receives Award

W

ednesday 8th July
saw a contingent of
the active South
Herts
CAMRA
branch
members at the Elephant &
Castle, Amwell to honour
landlord Bob Muir (r ight),
presenting him with the Dave
Burns Memorial Award. The
award is bestowed on an as
and when basis to individuals
who have given exceptional
service to the real ale cause. It was initiated to
commemorate Dave Burns - who was one of the
driving forces in the early days of the Campaign in
the county, and who died unexpectedly in 1995
aged 45.
Bob - and let us not forget his wife Sue - have been
in the licensed trade for over 40 years - an
amazing achievement in these changing times.
They have previously been licensees of the
Chandos in London, the Moor Mill in Frogmore
Hertfordshire, and most recently at the exceptional
Elephant & Castle, Amwell.
Bob did no t get the award for his longevity but for
his commitment; he has served real ale
consistently over the 40 years, which means he
was serving the proper stuff even before CAMRA
was created. All h is pubs have featured in the

8

Good Beer Guide which is a credit to h is
cellarmanship, and today he also has the support
of his son Gavin. If you know Bob you will
appreciate his total belief in the Br itish pub - no
gimmicks, no piped muzak hospitality, more good
conversation, the odd bit o f well p laced sarcasm
and excellent beer are what has made the Elephant
& Castle one of the county’s if not the nation’s top
country pubs. The pub is a very old build ing with
inglenook fireplace and original well in the back
bar, and the high standards are a credit to the staff
as well as Bob’s stewardship.
We had been asked to make the presentation a
surprise and everybody did a great job in keeping
the presentation a secret, needless to say we had a
great evening and are looking forward to our next
visit.
Steve Bury

Brocket Arms Re-opens

T

he Brocket Arms, Ayot St Lawrence
reopened, after major works and a lengthy
closure, as planned on 18th May.
Greene King have replaced everything in the
cellar up to and including new pu mps on the bar
in exchange for having three of their beers being
on sale IPA, Abbot Ale and Old Speckled Hen.
CAMRA Good Beer Guide 1997 - 2009
Cask Marque Certification

The
ELEPHANT & CASTLE
A MWELL LANE, AMW ELL,
WHEATHA MPST EA D, HERTS.
Tel: 01582 832175
QUALITY FOOD
Greene King IPA, Abbot Ale
Hardy and Hanson Bitter
Guest Beer

The other three
pumps are free for
Howard Sharp to
serve
what
he
wishes, and through
discussions
with
Dick
Burge
at
Nethergate,
have
renamed one of their 3 .9% beers (was called 3.9)
Brocket Bitter; the plan is to always stock this. The
other beer is Sharp's Doombar with a connection
in the name. The third pump has Westons Cider - a
real cider, and Howard kindly gave me a cellar
tour. Howard has now appointed Becky to run the
bar and restaurant whilst he concentrates on
getting the accommodation side of the business
sorted out.
The decoration of the pub has a clean fresh
approach while keeping the historic features. The
carpets have gone, revealing for the first time in
probably 30 years the oak diagonal block flooring
in main bar and tiled floor in the front bar. The bar
top has stayed. All the op tics and shelving behind
the bar have gone with spirits served straight by
measure from the bottle. The bar overhead
shelving is replaced with a panelled version with
halogen or LED downlighters to the bar. One
comment was that there is a slight wine bar feel,
which I am inclined to agree with. The pub has
improved heating with radiators and the
troublesome front fire, wh ich was always smoky,
now has a wood burner as does the dining room.
The main central inglenook fireplace has had the
dog grate repaired. The kitchen has been
refurbished to a very high standard, and the refitted
upstairs rooms all now have improved bathroom
facilities.
It is good to see this kind of sensitive restoration
and improvement during a time when many pubs
shut their doors for good. We wish the new team
at the Brocket every success.
Rob Strachan

Hertfordshire Cider Wins East
Anglian Competition

M

illwh ites of Hemel
Hempstead,
Hertfordshire, is celebrating a win at this
year's CAMRA's East Anglian Bo ttled
Cider Competition.
The competition , which
attracted a record 18 entries, took place at
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CAMRA's Cambridge Beer Festival at the end of
May.
The results were:
1st Prize: Oliver’s Choice, from Cromwell Cider,
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire
2nd Prize: Porker's Snout, from Pickled Pig Cider,
Stretham, nr. Ely, Cambr idgeshire
3rd Prize: Yarlington Mill, from Millwh ites Cider,
Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire
The other finalists were (in alphabetical order):
Saddleback Rum Cast, from Pickled Pig Cider,
Stretham, nr. Ely, Cambr idgeshire
Spartan,
from
Carter's Vineyard,
Colchester, Essex
Storm, fro m Delvin
End Cidery, Sible
Hedingham, Essex.
Both
Cromwell
Cider
and
Millwh ites Cider
are relatively new
cider makers, and
these are the first
regional
awards
they've received.
Pickled Pig Cider
on the o ther hand just keeps winning!
Tony Hobbs of Cromwell Cider said “As you may
imagine I am ‘over the moon ’ to have won first
prize with Oliver’s Choice. The accolade for th is
success however has to go to all my friends, who
over the past few years have drunk, endured, and
given verdict on copious quantities of the
sometimes very dubious ciders that preceded what
is really theirs rather than Oliver’s Choice". Tony
came to cider making through juicing unsold
apples from his orchard.
Porker's Snout came second and Charles Roberts
of Pickled Pig said “The second prize means this is
the third year we have been ‘in the medals”. Craft
cider production continues to grow in our region
and it is always good to see newcomers making
good cider — long may it continue. Keeping our
standards high is the sure way of fuelling the
public’s desire for good, natural and locally
produced cider".
Third place went to M illwhites Yarlington M ill.
John White of M illwhites said, “As a traditional
cider producer from Hertfordshire, we are
delighted to have been placed 3rd in the East
Anglia Bottled Cider competition with our Single

Variety Yarlington Mill. We pride ourselves on
making ciders using only natural yeast and no
additives and hope to be able to bring more prize
winning ciders to our customers in the fu ture”.
Chris Rouse, CAMRA’s Regional Cider Coordinator for East Anglia said, "It’s very satisfying to
see so many entries of such high quality. East
Anglian real cider is going from strength to
strength. Next year I very much hope to see an
increase in the number of bottled perries entered.
I would also like to thank all those who entered,
those who helped organise the competition, and to
Cambridge Beer Festival for hosting the
competitio n".
Real Perry is fermented pear juice that has been
freshly pressed, with no added water. CAMRA is
against the term "Pear Cider" as it is often misused,
and often used to mislead (see article page 6).
CAMRA's next draught cider & perry competition
for ciders & perries produced within East Anglia
will be the East Anglian Cider Competition 2009,
which will take place at the Norwich Beer Festival
and which runs from Monday 26th to Saturday 31st
October 2009. It takes place at St. Andrew’s and
Blackfriars’ Halls.
Enjoy great ciders and perries at our forthcoming
CAMRA beer festivals in Letchworth and St Albans

The Farmers Boy
134 London Road, St Albans, AL1 1PQ, Tel: 01727 860535
Five real ales , including
a weekly guest ale.
Food served every day
between 12 and 3pm,
and between 5 pm and
8pm on weekday
evenings.

Q uiz nights every
Wednesday.
Live music every
Thursday night.
Informal acoustic
night 1 st Sunday of
every month.

Family run pub, with St. Albans’ only micro bre we ry, se lling our own C lippe r IPA
and Farme rs Joy ale, both bre we d on the prem ises.
Also stocked are Timothy Taylor’s Landlord, Fulle r’s London Pride , plus othe r
guest ales. W ide range of bottled bee rs with a good se le ction of Belgian bee rs.
Ex tensive menu of home cooked food, including our famous home made,
hand-chopped chunk y chips.

Pleasantly laid out Beer Garden and a damn fine welcome for all those who enjoy a
decent
10pint!

CAMRA Hertfordshire Events
Half Moon, Hitchin Pub of the Year Presentation

A

fter the success of being chosen as the
CAMRA North Herts Pub of the Year in
May, the Half Moon in Hitchin was
considered, along with other Herts Branches' Pubs
of the year, in the competition to become
Hertfordshire Pub of the year. We took a min ibus
tour of the four contenders, which were reported
in the last two issues of this publication as did
other Herts branches. The aim is to draw up a fair
comparison on a number of points - some
subjective but as many as possible objective. Once
this process was complete, the Half Moon was
declared the County winner. The presentation of
their award was made on Saturday 18th July to
Howard and Wendy, who took over the pub just
five years ago. Since then, they have received the
North Herts Branch's Most Improved Pub award
the next year and the Ted & Josie Community Pub
Award two years later: a superb record.
At about 8.30pm on Saturday 18th July, many
friends of the Half Moon, bar-staff (including a
good number not on du ty) and a large number of
regulars gathered at the Half Moon to w itness the
presentation. I felt very honoured by being "called
to the bar" (or, rather, invited behind

By Co lin Yates

the bar) - a
necessity in the
crowded pub,
so
I
could
present
the
framed
certificate.
The Bell was
rung for silence. After reassuring the customers that
this was not last orders, I complimented Howard
and Wendy, together with all the assembled staff,
on achieving the honour of receiving the
Hertfordshire pub o f the Year Award in five years.
I emphasised that there were a number of aspects
to th is award, includ ing meeting all the relevant
CAMRA aims including a w ide choice of ales,
regularly changed; several LocAle choices a great
welcome and a very friendly atmosphere. I also
wished them the best of luck in being taken further
to the Hertfordshire Pub of the Year competition, a
step on the way toward the further levels.
Photo above: Colin Yates (left) Branch Chairman,
and Andrea Briers (far right), CAMRA Regional
Director, presenting the award to Wendy Mower &
Howard Phillips. Photo by Andrew Rawnsley.
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CAMRA Hertfordshire Events

T

First Harpenden Beer Festival a Success

he first CAMRA Harpenden Beer Festival
was a great success although we had mixed
weather and an untried venue. Held in the
Eric Morecambe Hall on Friday 26th and Saturday
27th June, the festival was opened with high hopes
after the continuing success of the annual CAMRA
St Albans Beer Festival, th is year to be held on
September 30th - October 3rd.
Beer of the Festival: We opened on Friday at
11o’clock with a trade session between 1pm and
4pm at wh ich local licensees and invited guests
tasted and chose the beers of the festival. The
competitio n was very close and ended with for the
first time in my memory a jo int winner.
Beers of the festival were:Joint win ner: Tr ing Colley’s Dog (5.2% ABV)
Dark Star American Pale Ale (4.7% )
Runner up:
Mighty Oak Maldon Gold (3 .8%)
We congratulate all the winners and note that
Colley’s Dog, being the St Albans Festival winner
last year, has come out a winner yet again.
On Friday evening due to good weather full use
was made of the outside drinking area and we
began to realise the extent of our successful prepublicity and advertising as a good natured queue
formed outside when we reached the fire
regulation limit. In fact we had 2,800 people
through the door over the complete event — twice
our expectations!
The high temperatures caused an unexpected
problem, because no public address system could
be set up outside, the Breweriana auction had to
be cancelled. The bonus was that we sold far more
beer than predicted. Luckily, we had a supply in
reserve, which was set up after closing time on
Friday night and saw us through until the end of
the festival on Saturday. All the cask beer, 7200
pints, and the real cider and Perry, 21 kegs or
1000 pints, was sold by close of play Saturday,
with only a few bottle conditioned beers and some
foreign beer remaining.
Festival organiser John Bishop said ‘We are simply
delighted at the way this first Festival was received
by the Harpenden public. People of all ages came
to try the different ranges of beers, and a great
many festival-goers mentioned to staff how
surprised they were to find so many varieties! We
at CAMRA hope this success builds a stepping
stone for next year, with the aim o f showing more
consumers the delights of British brewing!’

The warm weather drew most festival goers to
enjoy their drinks ou tside the Pub lic Hall
The Southdown Bar on a very busy Friday evening

Harpenden
and
Hitchin MP
Peter
Lilley dropped in for a
pint, pictured here
below
left,
w ith
Festival
Organiser
John Bishop (centre)
and
Breweriana
auctioneer,
Steve
Bury.
Entertainment:
By
Saturday night the
weather had changed
again and as planned we had live music night with
local band Deaf Shepherd, who entertained the
large crowd (full to capacity again) with many rock
classics in the Main Hall. Prior to their
performance the only breweriana auction of the
weekend was held and we thank those who
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The Charles Wells Bombardier Rou temaster bus
was a popular attraction for those on the ou tside…
…as well as its bar was for those in the inside.

Local band Deaf Shepherd rounded the festival off
with a n umber of rock classics.

bid for the items o f memorabilia.
Sponsors: The festival was fortunate to have a large
number of sponsors.mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm
The Festival glass was endorsed by two Good Beer
Guide pubs; the Elephant & Castle, Amwell and

the
Carpenters
Arms, Harpenden.
We thank them for
their support.
The Main Bar was
sponsored
by
Tring brewery, and
Millwh ites
the
Cider and Perry
bar.
Fuller’s
supported
the
Membership stand
by
donating
Fuller’s Seafarer Tshirts and the CAMRA products situated on the
same stand also did a steady trade. The product
stand also signed up 30 new CAMRA members,
entitling all who joined free entry to our
forthcoming Letchworth and St Albans 2009
CAMRA festivals, Charles Wells backed the
Festival Quiz wh ich was held on Saturday
afternoon, with all the questions and answers
devised by Martin Mitchell, inspired by the festival
programme. All those taking part received a bottle
of Wells Bombardier and a Death & Glory brewed
by Tring as well as other donated prizes. Again we
thank our brewers for their continued support. The
Wells Bombardier Bus was also on site at the front
of the hall for the duration of the festival, and was
a focal point decorated in its red and white St
George flag livery, selling Bombardier from the bar
inside of course. Also very popular was the foreign
beer bar situated in the foyer area, which was
sponsored by Purple clothing of Harpenden.
Banners were sponsored by Caledonian brewery,
the Cross Keys of Harpenden, Fuller’s, McMullens
and the Woodman at Wildhill. We also had seven
different barrel sponsors - I’m sorry too many to
mention here except for one by Iain Loe to
celebrate his 60th birthday. Again I would like to
thank all th ose who gave their support.
Staff thank you: The Festival is run completely by
volunteers and we did have a problem getting
enough helpers for some sessions. We would like
to thank all those who gave their time and those
who could on ly do a few hours made all the
difference. Withou t the volunteers there would be
no event and although we have made a
commitment to run again in 2010 we are
considering moving the date earlier in the year.
With the caveat above it is hoped to run a bigger
and better Harpenden Festival next year.
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Gibberd Garden Beer Festival Another Success

T

he Beer Festival organised by Herts Essex
Borders branch of CAMRA was held 19th 21st June in the Gibberd gardens Old
Harlow. The weekend started with the Jazz Picnic,
which is a regular event, and always a sell out. The
difference this year was that on the Picnic evening,
the bar was open introducing many new drinkers
to the large variety of locally brewed real ales on
sale. There were about ten beers and ciders on that
evening, with many more added over the
weekend.
The Festival proper started on Saturday lunchtime.
Although the weather was cloudy, many people,
including lo ts of families, made their way to enjoy
the beautiful wooded glades of the gardens, the
quirky sculptures and the swing and ‘castle’. The
beer went down well, so well that local breweries
had to be contacted for emergency supplies for the
Sunday, which was just as busy - and there was
very little left at the end.
Both on Saturday and Sunday, many people
walked the 15 minute signposted footpath from
Harlow Mill Station , as parking at the gardens is
very limited. Bo th the Gibberd Garden Trust and
CAMRA were very pleased with the success of the
second festival, with the tea room doing as well as
the bar.
Many people commented that this was now a
favourite festival for them, though we were lucky
the weather was so kind!
Chris Sears

Hertfordshire Pubs Week:
Saturday 29 August to Saturday
5 September
Support Your Community Pubs

H

ertfordshire Pubs Week is a new initiative
set up by the local branches of CAMRA to
give support to our community pubs, be
they rural or town based. We have all read in the
press about the difficulties facing our pubs, which
are now, nationally, closing at the rate of 50 per
week. CAMRA wants our pubs to be successful
and vibrant — serving the local community, as they
have for generations. High rents, crippling rates,
onerous leases, constant hikes in beer tax by the

Government, stringent licensing measures, the
competitio n of cheap supermarket booze, have all
besieged our beleaguered publicans and it is
hardly surprising that so many have capitulated in
the face of the constant barrage of legislation and
taxation. And there is hardly a bustling queue of
potential landlords waiting to step into their shoes.
If 20th century social changes have to some extent
changed how many people see or use their local
pub, closing the last one in a village or local
community area is always bemoaned.
Most
landlords are trying their best - often by
introducing innovative ways to survive — and
drinkers must get behind them. Take a walk down
to your local and enjoy a pin t or two .

Events in South Hertfordshire
South Hertfordshire Branch has three events to
support Hertfordshire Pubs Week.
On Saturday 29 August there is an afternoon pub
crawl centred around the Abbey railway line.
Leaving St. Albans Abbey Station at 11.37am, it’s
straight to Watford Junction, for a beer or two at
the Southern Cross and maybe another local pub.
Back to the station for the 13.31 train , stopping off
en-route at most stations to sample pubs in and
around North Watford, Garston, Bricket Wood,
Park Street and St. Albans — arriving back at the
Abbey Station at 18 :17.
The planned timetable is as follows:
11.37 Depart from St Albans Abbey station
11.53 Arrive at Watford Junction to visit the
Southern Cross, 41 Langley Road, and the Estcourt
Arms, 2 St Johns Road
13.31 Depart Watford Junction on the Abbey Flyer
13.33 Arrive at Watford North station to visit the
Tudor Arms, Bushey Mill Lane
14.18 Depart Watford North statio n
14.21 Arrive at Garston station to visit the Old Fox
at Old Br icket Wood - a 10 minute stro ll away.
15.51 Depart Garston station.
15.54 Arrive at Bricket Wood station to visit The
Gate
16.39 Depart Bricket Wood station.
16.43 Arrive at Park Street station to visit the
Falcon and Overdraught
18.13 Depart Park Street station
18.17 Arrive at St Albans Abbey station to visit
Duke of Marlborough. Thereafter to explore the
rest of St A lbans.
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On Tuesday 1 September Hertford and Ware
members will visit four Hertford community pubs,
starting at the Great Eastern Tavern (8pm) then the
Saracens (8.45pm), White Horse (9.30pm) and
Old Cross Tavern (10.15pm).
On Saturday 5 September all branch members are
encouraged to put on their walking boots to join us
on a rural/town afternoon walk which w ill start at
the Robin Hood and Little John in Tonwell at
12.30, moving on to the Woodman at Chapmore
End for lunch and barbecue, then threading down
to Waterford and a walk along the water meadows
of the River Beane, to the Millstream in Port Vale,
Hertford, finishing at the Old Barge on the River
Lea. Around 5 miles, or so, in total. To get to
Tonwell, the 384 bus from Hertford Bus Station
leaves at 12.05, and picks up passengers at Ware
College at 12.12, Ware Priory at 12.14 arriving at
Tonwell at 12.25 .

Award. The award
ceremony will take
place from 8pm
On
Saturday 5
September
the
branch will be ou t
and about once
again, this time
visiting pubs on the Abbey Line Rail Trail — but in
the opposite direction to South Herts Branch’s
crawl the previous week. The crawl begins in the
White Lion, Sopwell Lane, in St. Albans at midday.
Contact the branch for all pub lic transport
information, or see details of the events in the
diary section of th is newsletter.
For further information on all of the above events
check out the relevant branch websites, listed later
in these pages under Branch Diary.

Collect 10 stamps in our Pubs Passport to gain
free entry to one of the forthcoming Hertfordshire
Events in North Hertfordshire CAMRA branches’ 2009 Beer Festivals of your
North Hertfordshire Branch mark Hertfordshire choice: Letchworth, St Albans, Sawbridgeworth or
Watford. SEE CENTRE 4 PAGES FOR DETAILS.
Pubs Week with two events.
On Wednesday 2 September join Branch members
as they ramble amongst the pubs of Ickleford,
starting at the Green Man at 8.00pm and moving
on to the Old George, Plume of Feathers and
Cricketers.
On Friday 4 September there is a presentation to
the Globe in Letchworth. The Globe is a worthy
winner of the branch’s award for “Most Improved
Pub”. Celebrations start at 8p m

Events in Watford & District
Watford and District have three events during
Hertfordshire Pubs Week.
On Saturday 29 August Watford and District
branch will begin Local Pubs’ Week by touring all
the branch’s LocAle accredited pubs by public
transport on Saturday 29th August. The route will
begin by (hopefully) catching one of the incredibly
rare R4 buses from Watford Town Centre at 12.15
to arrive right outside the Land of Liberty, Peace
and Plenty at 12.52. The rest of the day will be
spent with the branch trying to wend its way
slowly back towards Watford, via Chorleywood
and Croxley Green.
On Friday 4 September the branch will gather at
the Sportsman in Croxley Green which is the
recipient of the Branch’s Outstanding Achievement
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The Hertfordshire
Real Ale Passport
Hertfordshire Pubs Week
29 August – 5 September 09

Community Pubs

LocAle

We`v e all read in the press about the plight of
Britain`s pubs. Latest f igures show that pubs are
closing at the rate of 50 per month with no signs
of brighter days ahead. The next pub might be
in y our town or village. Economic downturn,
cheap supermarket booze, tough pub rents,
changes in society and the way we live. These
are all f actors contributing to the most sustained
attack on one of Britain`s most lov ed and unique
institutions – the British pub. And y et we all use
them – be they small street locals, village pubs or
way side inns.

CAMRA LocAle is a new initiative that promotes
pubs that stock locally brewed real ale. The
scheme builds on a growing consumer demand
f or quality local produce and an increased
awareness of green issues.
All of the pubs included in this passport have
been selected as they not only keep great ale but
also support local brewers. Each pub has been
accredited by their local CAMRA branch and they
look f orward to seeing you on the way round.

What can we do?
First off, lets get out there and use them more
often. The country will be a poorer place without
its pubs – and fewer pubs may result in fewer
opportunities f or the strong band of micro brewers
that are producing the widest range of beers that FOR THE FULL ADDRESSES OF THE PUBS
Britain has seen in almost 100 y ears.
ON THE PASSPORT USE OUR PUBS
DATABASE – www.pubs.hertsale.org.uk

About the Passport

CAMRA in Herts

Pull out these centre pages from Pints of View.
Between 29 August and 5 September, order a
pint of real ale in one of the participating pubs
shown ov erleaf and ask f or a passport stamp.
When y ou hav e v isited 10 pubs and collected their
indiv idual stamps, f ill in your details on the back
page of this passport and send it to the address
shown. Y ou will receive a f ree pass to a
Hertf ordshire beer f estival of your choice – see
details on the back page. Y our f orm will also be
entered into a prize draw with 10 prizes – each
winning 3 pints at the same beer f estival.
CAMRA IS AN ADVOCATE OF RESPONSIBLE
DRINKING SO PLEASE AVOID DRINK DRIVING.

CAMRA has been campaigning f or traditional
cask ale in Hertf ordshire pubs since 1972 when
the f irst all Hertfordshire Branch was formed.
Now serv ed by 5 branches: North Herts, South
Herts, Watford, Mid-Chilterns and Herts/Essex
Borders, pub campaigning is no less vigorous.
We f ight pub closures and applications for
change of use and support those pubs that
embody our aims.
If you agree with these why not consider joining
CAMRA? Full details can be found inside the back
page of this edition’s Pints of View.
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No joy at the Nags Head
My husband & myself always look forward to the
new edition of 'P ints of V iew'. We have fun
reading about and then visiting some of the local
pubs that you recommend for good beer & food .
In the latest edition Apr il/May 2009 we read your
article on the Nag’s Head at Bishops Stortford
(pictured below). Last Tuesday we decided to go
and see this pub for ourselves and hopefully have
a beer & lunch there. To our amazement, after
find ing the pub we couldn't believe it was closed
and
boarded
up. We were so
disappointed
that we tried to
find
another
pub in the area
and
were
recommended
to the Three
Willows
at
Birchanger. What a lovely pub very friendly and
food very reasonably priced. On chatting to a
member of staff we told h im why we were there
and he informed us that the Nag’s Head had been
closed for 'ages'. It made me wonder if we had
found the correct Nag’s Head because your write
up seemed as if it had recently been refurbished to
a very high & sympathetic standard. I wonder if
any more of your readers have been upset by this
article!!
I would appreciate your comments on the above.
My local pubs are the Rose & Crown & the
Crooked Billet - b oth in Ware.
My husbands two favourite pubs are the Old Cross
Tavern, Hertford & the Woodman at Wild Hill,
Essendon, Hatfield .
Mrs Pauline Suckling
Reply: Thank for your comments on about your
visit to the Nag’s Head in Bishop’s Stor tford .
There seems to have been some confusion here
about the status of the pub. The Nag’s Head is a
very interesting building in the Art Deco style, and
as such is listed both in ternally and externally.
Unfortunately it has been struggling for many
years, due mainly to lacklustre landlords and a
non-interested pub owning company who were
more interested in the value of the site it stood on
as a building plot. It finally closed in November
2008.

The pub owners initially made moves to sell the
land for bu ild ing, but were thwarted by the listing
status of the build ing. Fortunately McMullens took
a more enlightened view on the building, bought
the freehold in April of th is year. They are
currently doing a major internal refurbishment, to
bring the building back to close to its “as built”
condition . I have not seen the works in hand, but
McMullens are saying it will be a ‘breathtaking
job’ when comp lete. They are hoping to open the
pub during this summer.
With the large number of houses around the pub
and there being no other pub for some distance,
with the right management I would hope th is pub
has a good future. I am just sorry that you had a
wasted journey.
Brendan Southcott - Branch Chairman Herts &
Essex Borders Branch CAMRA
Morris Dancing in Hertfordshire
As editor of th is esteemed organ I received a large
amount of good-natured criticism for taking up
nearly five pages of the last edition of Pints Of
View with an extensive Hertfordshire Morris
Dance article. In the article I mentioned both the
Standon and Letchworth Morris Troops and several
web sites. For those that seek further information
on Morris Dance activities in Hertfordshire and
Nationally the information is all on the Morris Ring
web site.
Since the last edition I have received
correspondence from Geoff Pitt of Letchworth
Morris Men and card carrying CAMRA member
who appears to have overlooked the three hundred
or so words and the publication of their web
address in POV 235.
I have also received correspondence from an unnamed member of the Standon Team also
mentioned in 235; their letter mentions their many
different dances and venues that they regularly
dance at. All this can be found on their web site
www.standonmorris.co.uk .
Can I now bring the worthy subject of Morris
Dance to a timely conclusion in the newsletter at
least?
Steve Bury — Editor
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Any comments, articles or letters for publication
are welcome. Please send to: Steve Bury, 14 New
Road, Shenley, Herts, WD7 9EA. Or send an Email
to us at: pintsofview@hotmail.co.uk

Prize Crossword
Win Free Beer at this Year’s St Albans Beer Festival
1

2

3

4

10

5

8

9

13

15

16

18

17

19

21

25

7

11

12

14

6

Your
Name:.......................................................

20

22

23

26

27

1 pair of tickets plus £15 worth of beer
tokens for any single session of the
2009 St. Albans Beer Festival at the
Alban Arena (30 Sep — 3 Oct) will be
won by the first 3 correct entries drawn
after the closing date of 11 September
2009. Pho tocopies are acceptable.
Send Entries to: J. E Green, 63 Green
Lane, St. Albans, Herts, AL3 6HE
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28

………………………………………………
Your
Address:…………………………………….
………………………………………………

29

30

………………………………………………
31

32

CLUES ACROSS
1 Soppy metal tennis bats (11)
7 Somewhat crusty pessimist makes an
impression (5)
10 John’s retinal def ect (7)
11 The number of pints one holds is gross (9)
12 Gin mixed with ale (ten) is not smart (9)
13 Currently apply ing in great numbers (2, 5)
14 Are all surprisingly beginning to enjoy this?
Hopefully (4, 3)
16 Warn hospital each operation causes pain (9)
18 Steadily gets drunk with them, and trips? (10, 7)
21 I’m doing the rounds, on the wagon (9)
23 He’d be king in the land of the blind (7)
25 Ponders about answer (7)
27 Single Triple A drunk – that’ll ease the pain (9)
29 Watch bird a bit (9)
30 A paper in dispute (2, 5)
31 To drink with the Queen is great (5)
32 Tribute – it’s not a mile away (11)
CLUES DOWN
1 One goes in to join one who’s 13 (7)
2 In explosion it reacts (5)
3 Plan diverted train ride by passing outskirts of
Bedford (9)
4 Raise tax in European shelter (7)
5 Blatantly overcharge for repair of one athlete’s
racket (4, 2, 3, 8)
6 Lounge, one father’s entered for sweets (9)
7 A glorious day or night? (7)

Postcode:………………..………………….
CLUES DOWN - Continued
8 Dealt initially, pair of kings ensures raise in this (5)
9 Drunk – left in various directions (9)
15 Become different in real terms (5)
17 Mate gets nothing f or a strong material (5)
18 Soaks prepared cream teas (9)
19 Chaps in tandem cycling for a change (9)
20 Noticing nothing strange concealing ID (9)
22 One socking great lie (7)
23 Which a patisserie would stock? Yes and no (7)
24 It has rocky faces, with lakes below (7)
26 Rev iew main points a few heard in court (3, 2)
28 Sells us high-priced oriental dish in here? (5)
Winner of Beer Name Sudoku in edition 234 :
John Holliday, Bath
Winner of Beer Name Sudoku in edition 235 :
Peter Davies of Borehamwood, Herts
SOLUTION TO
SUDOKU IN
EDITION 235:
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Local Features
The Gate Public House and its Huge Collection of Pump Clips
The Gate, in Sawbridgeworth, Herts has been a
pub since two cottages were knocked into one in
the early Nineteenth Century; it was called The
Gate in 1843. It had been a Whitbread’s pub since
1961 and in 1988 Tom and Jean Barnett took over
the tenancy. At that time it
served keg beers and had
one hand pump serving
Flowers IPA.
Tom, p ictured, had had a
varied
career
before
becoming a landlord; he was
a professional footballer at
Crystal Palace and in the
summer played in the
second team for Surrey
County Cricket Club. He
was a manager at St. Albans
City F.C., then he moved on
to Hertford Town F.C. where
he and his son, Gary, became interested in the bar
management side of the business.
Tom says that he wouldn’t have got into real ale if
it wasn’t for two th ings: his team won a beer
carrying competition at High Wych in 1990. The
prize was McMullens AK, which he sold at £1 a
pint and it lasted 2 hours! He thought real ale
could be a winner and got in some Ridleys IPA,
which lasted a day. Not knowing anything about
keeping real ale, the second chance occurrence
was the patronage and assistance of three CAMRA
stalwarts, Dave Young, Derek Wisdom and Mick
Gill, who also advised on the selection of ales. At
that time there were about 400 listed in the Good
Beer Guide and Tom thought he would be doing
well to reach 100 different ales. Two years later
Tom became interested in keeping the pump clips,
assisted by Tom Coppack, an avid collector and
long time CAMRA member. To m Barnett gave the
clips to him at first, but they found there were
duplicates and Tom Barnett started putting them
up on the old beams in the pub.
Eighteen months later, in 1992, The Gate staff had
served 1000 different real ales, and by 2005 had
reached 3000, which was celebrated with a party.
The number has snowballed since, with many
more small breweries to buy from, the count in
June 2009 being 7083. The pump clip collection
now stands at 6467.

Always looking for innovations, the pub holds
frequent beer festivals in a marquee in the car
park, with 80-120 beers, the largest being over the
August Bank Holiday and now in its fifteenth year.
In 1994 Tom and Graham Canny started the Real
Ale Club of Sawbridgeworth
(RACS), which continues to
flourish , based at the Gate.
In 2000 a micro-brewery was
started at the back of the
Gate, where several styles of
beer are produced both in
draught and bottles.
Tom says that finding new
beers is sometimes difficult,
as many are rebadged. His
most recent innovation has
been putting two beers on
gravity, which has been very
popular. He and his family
continue to innovate, keeping a wide selection of
Real ales flowing in Sawbridgeworth.
Chris Sears: Publicity Officer, Herts & Essex
Borders Branch of CAM RA
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People, Pubs and Places
Beer Across the Pond
South Herts CAMRA Ian Boyd goes in search of some California brewing
t may come as a surprise or even a shock to “IPA was “the best you w ill encounter between
some but there are more beer styles in America San Diego and San Francisco”. The food looked
than in any other country in the world. In fact, and smelt wonderful. We got chatting to Adam
at last year’s American Beer Festival, 75 different and Xiomara, who, hearing of our venture, insisted
beer categories were judged, and some 2,300 we follow them to Naja’s P lace right on the
beers from more than 450 breweries competed for harbour at Redondo that provided more than 70
gold, silver and bronze awards.
micro beers on tap. It seemed rude to decline, and
Within the USA, the west coast is widely this very down to earth rather rowdy place became
recognised as the hub of the microbrewing our destination pub for the evening, despite the
revolution that started in the late 1970’s, and so thirteen 43” plasma TVs. Old Speckled Hen and
vibrant is the scenario, that two UK-based beer Young’s Double Chocolate were available, but I
writers decided to catalogue the
forced myself to have DogFish
beers, bars, and breweries in the
Head 90 Minute IPA, Stone
form of a “Good Beer Guide
Arrogant Bastard IPA, Rogue
West Coast USA”, which is
Hazelnut Brown , Ind ian Wells
published by CAMRA.
It
Lobotomy Bock, and Deschutes
includes not only California,
Black Butte P orter instead.
Oregon and Washington, but
Our travels north took us 150
also Las Vegas, Alaska, and even
miles in land to the delightful
Hawaii and is essential reading
Crown City in Pasadena, right in
for those who find themselves
the northeast of the LA sprawl.
transported
westward
at
Ale is no longer brewed on the
35,000ft for 11 hours from
premises, but the house beer sits
London.
proudly alongside a handful of
Landing in Los Angeles, and due
guests from other establishments.
to catch our return flight in San
If the food had been any better,
Francisco one week later, we
though, it wou ld have been
decided not to head south to
adequate.
San Diego, thereby missing out
Westward through Beverly Hills
on, according to the guide,
took us back to the Pacific and
almost 20 brew-pubs and another 20 highly Santa Monica where we checked out the pelicans
recommended beer-bars.
on the pier. The city brewery I had visited 10
A car is essential in LA — it sprawls over almost 100 years ago was closed, but we found a gem of a bar
miles along the coast and 50 miles inland and has called Father’s Office (pictured on page 24).
a public transport system that rivals that on Lundy Being 11.50 am on a Sunday, we had to wait for it
Island. The guide usefully gives additional info on to open at noon, and were already sixth in the
the history of American brewing and the local lie queue. By 12.10 it was packed. Several Belgian
of the land for each state and section covered, beers were amongst the 24 taps and the lunchtime
including history and accommodation , bu t we menu was as popular as the ales.
gave it its first test around the Hermosa Beach area, Some 50 miles further up highway 101 was the
where we stayed with fr iends.
family run Island Brewery in Carpinteria, and a
On day two, we managed to visit the Redondo and small problem with the guide — wrong address.
Manhattan Beach brewpubs along the coast, both Thank goodness for friendly gas station attendants
with chequered histories of opening, closing and who appreciate good beer!
It was well worth
re-opening and the Red Car Brewery inland in seeking out. Situated by the rail track it o ffered
Torrance, where we met the infectiously views of the Pacific from the sample room where a
enthusiastic owners, brewers and food meisters, good range of house drafts were sampled.
Bob and Laurie Brandt. They were over the moon We skipped Santa Barbara to head for the
when we showed them that the book said their
Taproom at Firestone Walker Brewing Company,

I
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THE LAND OF LIBERTY, PEACE
AND PL ENTY
FREEHOUSE
CAMRA National Pub of the Year
Finalist 2007!
Herts PotY 2006, 2007 and 2008!

• 6+ Real Ales inc. a dark beer
• 4 Real Ciders & 2 Perries
• Garden Pub Games Petanque & Aunt Sally
• Great Bar Snacks All Day
• Free Soft Drinks for Drivers of
3 + beer drinkers

Call us or
see our
website
for more
details
Long Lane, Heronsgate, Hertfordshire, WD3 5BS
01923 282226
R4 Bus Direct from Watford & Rickmansworth
2/3 mile M25 J17; 1 mile Chorleywood Stn

See www.landoflibertypub.com

Com ing in September

1000th
Beer Celebration !!
August Bank
Holiday Beer
Festival
th
28 – 31st Aug

For more information & beer lists

The White Lion and White Hart Tap present

THE LION-HART BEER FESTIVAL
ST ALBANS
FROM: FRI 28 6pm TO: MON 31st AUGUST
(BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND)
th

OVER 60 ALES AND CIDERS
LIONHART CHARITY MUSIC FESTIVAL MONDAY
FREE ENTRY, BBQ ALL WEEKEND
The White Lion
91 Sopw ell Lane
St Albans
AL1 1RN
01727 850540

The White Hart Tap
4 Keyfield Terrace
St Albans
AL1 1QJ
01727 860974
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founded
by
the grandson
of the tyre
magnate that
had
been
highly
recommended
in
Father’s
Office.
Situated just
off the highway at Buellton, this was without doubt
the highlight of the tr ip. We attracted a gathering
of enthusiastic punters and bar staff when
producing the Guide, and one of us staggered out
into the balmy evening air two hours later not
having been allowed to buy a single beer, but
having sampled the full range on offer, been given
brewery glasses, bottled beers, car stickers, a poloshirt and two jars of beer mustard!! The guide said
the antique wooden bar came from Liverpool St.
Station. The locals thought this was a station in
Liverpool, and needed some convincing that it
wasn’t!
The unfiltered Double Barrel Pale Ale
(5%) Red Nectar (4.8%) and the 6.5% Pale Ale
were particularly memorable.
San Luis Obispo is 200 miles north of LA, and
home to the redbrick Downtown Brewery. We
reached it at 9pm and it was heaving with
youngsters (obviously all over 21 —as checked by
the polite gentlemen at the door). One nightcap
(Blueberry Ale 4.2% ) was enough.
The next day we cruised up the most spectacular
section of highway 101 (sometimes called highway
1), called into Hearst Castle and had lunch in the
Maiden Publick House at Big Sur (under new
management and only 2 beers on). We then hit
picturesque Monterey, 150 miles south of San
Francisco, celebrated by Steinbeck’s Cannery Row,
home of Pebble Beach golf course, an annual Jazz
festival, and a spectacular aquarium, neighbour to
the town of Carmel (once governed by Clint
Eastwood) and a couple of disappointing pubs, the
Britannia Arms, and the Mucky Duck.
Then, glancing through the freebie local papers at
breakfast the next day, we found a brewpub not
mentioned in the guide — the British-owned English
Ales Brewery in Marina, just outside Monterey.
Dragon Slayer was on offer, but not from B&T, th is
was their own and it was an IPA (5.2%). Owner
Peter Blackwell was none too happy at being
excluded from the guide, despite being around for
more than 7 years.

The choice was now to either head inland towards
San Jose and Silicon Valley towards San Francisco,
or stay on the breathtaking highway 1 round to
Half Moon Bay. The valley lost to the coast, and
promising ourselves to do the inland trip another
time we moseyed on up to Santa Cruz, and the
Seabright Brewery. Two blocks from the beach,
this micro produces award-winning brews and
even a cider or two. Needing to get to San
Francisco that evening, we scooted on to the Half
Moon Bay Brewery and supped from the 8-beer
sample tray with surfer dudes, while trying to spot
the 25-50 ft waves at Maverick’s Point. Easily the
best views of any brewpub I have visited.
So, onward to the San Francisco area, and another
adventure.
The guide was simply indispensable. In the 400
mile section tested here, it was extremely
comprehensive, on the whole very accurate, and
even an entertaining read. So, any time you are
persuaded to go on a family outing to Disneyland,
or a stag or hen party in Las Vegas, slip this in your
suitcase and never be far away from a decent pint.
Ian Boyd
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People, Pubs and Places
Many pints of Yorkshire Stingo

O

th

n 16 November 1810 the
Shrewsbury
Chronicle
published the obituary of
Mr Paul Parnell farmer and maltster
of Ewes Farm who had died aged
76. It was said that he only drank
from one silver pint cup and had
consumed over £2,000 worth of
Yorkshire Stingo in his lifetime. If we
remember that there were 240
pence in the £1 in 1810 then it can
be calculated that Mr Parnell drank
on average over twelve pints per
day. Yorkshire Stingo (8% abv) is
today made by Samuel Smith’s.

Wine Drinkers 'pile on calories'

T

he average wine drinker consumes more
than 2,000 calories a month from alcohol
alone, government research suggests.
That is the equivalent of 38 roast beef dinners or
almost 184 bags of crisps a year, according to the
Department of Health. More than four ou t of 10
(42%) women surveyed for the Government's
Know Your Limits campaign said they had no idea
a glass of white wine had the same calories as a
bag of crisps - and when it came to men, four out
of 10 (40% ) were unaware that a pint of lager had
as many calories as a sausage roll.
A beer-drinker consuming five pints a week would
add 44,200 calories to their in take over a year equivalent to 221 doughnuts.
Two large glasses of white wine contain around
370 calories, which is almost a fifth o f a woman's
daily calorie allowance. It also pushes her over the
recommended alcohol intake for one day.
The NHS recommends that men should not
regularly drink more than three to four units of
alcohol a day while women should not regularly
drink more than two to three units a day.
A pint o f lager at 5.2% strength contains three
units, as does a large 250ml glass of w ine.
In the po ll of 1,954 adults, 37% o f dr inkers
admitted that having more than two pints of beer
or two glasses of wine makes them over-eat and
ditch the healthy diet.
Almost one in three (29%) said they ordered crisps,
nuts or pork scratchings to accompany their drinks,
while 19% regularly grabbed a takeaway in the
form of pizza, burger, a bag of chips or kebab. The

poll also revealed
that the morn ingafter fry-up seems
to wreak havoc
with
people's
health.
Almost two-th irds
of drinkers (62%)
who normally eat a
bowl of cereal or
muesli said they ditched that in favour of a less
healthy breakfast follow ing a big n ight o ut.
Ed Says: More media hype, my advice is keep
away from doughnuts - horrible sugary things.
Pizza is like eating a beer mat with tomato sauce
on it. Kebabs - have you ever seen them load the
skewer? You wouldn ’t eat it if you had. After that,
burgers are little better than beer mats done in
gravy. Stick to good old roast dinners and a well
balanced curry after a few proper real ales. People
have been eating pork scratchings for over a
century and only ever damaged their dental
fixings, and for those not allergic to them, there’s
also nothing wrong with peanuts - except they
come from A merica.
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People, Pubs and Places
More Booze from across the
Pond

A

t the party to celebrate the drafting of the
United States constitution in September
1787, the bar bill included 60 bottles of
claret, 54 of Madeira, 22 of porter, 12 of beer,
eight of cider, eight of whiskey and seven large
bowls of punch. That was for 55 people!

Herts Pub data base improved

H

ave you tried our new searchable maps on
www.pubs.hertsale.org.uk
the online
guide to all of Hertfordshire’s pubs
highlighting those that serve real ale? You can also
help us keep it up-to-date by mailing us on
pubs@hertsale.org.uk.
Subscriptions for Pints of View
£7 for 18 issues. Send to: John Lightfoot, 66
Dryfield Road, Edgware, Middx., HA8 9JT.
Cheques payable to: CAMRA South Herts.

HERTFORDSHIRE CAMRA
BRANCH CONTACTS
Herts & Essex Borders CAMRA
Chairman — Brendan Sothcott ,Tel: 01279 507493
Pubs Officer - Ivan Bullerwell, Tel: 01279 304117
Mini-Bus Bookings — Call Gavin on: 07825446586
or Email: mini-bus@heb-camra.org.uk
Socials Contact Email: social@heb-camra.org.uk
Email: Secretary@heb-camra.org.uk
Internet: www.heb-camra.org.uk
North Hertfordshire CAMRA
Chairman — Colin Yates Email:
chairman@camranorthherts.org.uk,
Socials Contact — Ashleigh Milner, Tel: 0 7930
958548, Email: diary@camranorthherts.org.uk
Internet: www.camranorthherts.org.uk
South Hertfordshire CAMRA
Branch Contact: John Bishop, Tel: 01582 768478,
Email: realales@yahoo.com
Socials Contact: Barry Davis. Tel evenings and
weekends only - 07719 407544.
Email: b .davis70@btinternet.com
Internet: www.hertsale.org.uk
Watford & District CAMRA
Branch Contact: Andrew Vaughan.
Phone: 01923 230104 . Mob ile: 07854 988152 .
Email: watfordcamra@googlemail.com
Internet: www.watfordcamra.org.uk
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Lower Red
Lion

36 Fishpool St, St Albans
Tel: 01727 855669
The 17 th Century coaching inn
Now unde r change d management
O pen all day
Now se rving Sharp’s Doom Bar,
Oakham JHB and four guest ales.
Also se rving re al cider
Look out for food-base d theme nights
and summe r barbe que s.
Home made food served lunchtimes
Be d & Bre akfast at re asonable rates

Email: thelowerredlion@tiscali.co.uk
www.thelowerredlion.com

Disclaimer: This section contains in formation from a large number of sources and occasionally errors may
occur. Comments or additional information should be sent to our contact details on page 18.
Aldbury: The Valiant Trooper is pub of the year for Elstree: The Artichoke still has its original Benskins
the Chilterns area. Hopefully we will have more pub sign on display, but is now being run as the La
information for the next edition.
Masseria Italian restaurant.
Ardeley: The Rabbits Foot was bought from Essendon West End: If it’s a child-friend ly pub
Admiral by the existing tenants, and so are now you’re looking for, seek out the Candlestick. Part
free of tie.
of the garden has been developed for children with
Baldock: We have learnt that the Old White Horse brand new play and climbing equipment. And the
in Baldock has been sold by Enterprise to the menu is designed with children in mind too — with
Wells Pub Company. Apparently it was done very meals available in smaller sizes — so a Sunday roast
quietly and was all finalised before Margaret does not have to be an adult-sized challenge!
(tenant) was in formed.
Three McMullens beers are now available on
Borehamwood: Woods Bar, no real ale for many handpump.
years closed in early May and is boarded up. It is Hertford: Great news for Hertford - the Old Barge
reported that th is was due to local residents’ is now a free house. The current leaseholder has
complaints about noise etc. Any further bought the pub from Punch. Landlords Simon and
information wo uld be gratefully received.
Sally remain in charge, Simon now able to source
Bishop’s Stortford: Work to the Nag’s Head will real beers and ciders from anywhere he likes. The
start over the next few months with McMullens house beers will remain the same for the time
aiming to carry out their refurbishment very much being (Wherry, Landlord, Deuchars IPA and
in the art deco style of the pub. An opening will Hobgoblin) but the other three pumps will become
be some way off though w ith Macs currently more adventurous with a local brewery featuring.
targeting next Easter. See Readers Write, page 18.
At the White Horse, managers John and Lesley Ash
Bramfield Refurbishment and improvement work is have departed and moved to a pub in
moving forwards at the Grandison Arms which is Northumberland. As replacement, leaseholder
now due to re-open at the end of August. Starting Taffy has appointed Matt Clark in what is his first
beers are likely to be Woodforde Wherry, Flowers managership, after a long spell of working under
IPA and Adnams Bitter plus a locally sourced guest the wing of Simon Davis at the Old BargeThe
real ale.
increasingly popular Saracens is planning its first
Bricket Wood: The Old Fox has been sold by beer festival for later this year — dates yet to be set.
Punch Taverns to Marion and Daniel Heffernan. It Let’s clear up a running debate in these pages on
is early days yet to say what their long term plans the Millstream: Landlord Peter Clark confirms that
are for the place as they are still find ing their way he doesn’t stock Country Bitter. A K and Cask Ale
around, but some modernisation is inevitable as feature at the bar along with the current
there has been very little investment in the place McMullen’s guest ale. Why not visit Peter and
for some time. The Heffernans are local people Nicky’s lovely garden, one of Hertford’s best-kept
who live in the village and were determined that pub secrets? The Ram has a new McMullen’s
the pub would no t go under, although this is their landlord. Hopes of the Hillside (for merly the
first venture into the pub trade. Adnams Bitter and Reindeer) re-opening soon as a pub appear to have
Sharp’s Doom Bar were on offer on the last visit.
been dashed with its sale by Punch Taverns, we
We have received correspondence from Spielplatz believe, to a local n ursery. We presume that a
the Naturist Club that their bar should be eligible planning submission for change of use must be
for recognition on our LocAle list. Of course to made and wait to see what East Hertfordshire
sample the real ale from Tring, Banks & Taylor and District Council’s stance will be. The Reindeer has
Alehouse on offer there are two stipulations; one is stood at the foot o f Port H ill for 300 years — a pub
membership or being accompanied by a member. since at least 1792 and possibly 50 years earlier
The other is removing your clothing. Where you when the property was known as the Running
secrete the £2 needed for a pin t is not yet known.
Deer. Given the right stewardship this pub should
be viable as a vibrant community local. Hertford
Charlton: The Wind mill has a Beer Festival 31st
July to 2nd Aug; w ith 9 ales and 2 ciders.
cannot afford to lose any more of its community
pubs.
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Hertford Heath: The Townshend Arms re-opened
for a couple of months and then closed again.
Shame it didn’t work out.
We await
developments. The College Arms is also still
closed.
Hitchin: The Silver Moon is still closed. The
Nightingale has stopped opening Mon, Tue and
Wed lunchtimes, but is still open other lunchtimes,
and all afternoons and evenings; also, no longer
doing food, except for weekend BBQs.
The
Radcliffe Arms has now reopened with great
fanfare, a modern interior and doing posh meals,
but also serving Buntingford and Red Squirrel
beers.
Ickleford: The Cricketers sale by Charles Wells to
the landlord is now complete; the landlord is
planning a beer festival and steam engine rally for
end-Aug/start-Sep.
Letchworth: Congratulations to the Globe wh ich
has won the Most Improved Pub in the North Herts
Branch area award (see article page 7). North
Herts Irish Club, Letchworth, is not doing real ale.
Letchworth Conservative Club is doing real ale
and will take copies of Pints of View.
Redbourn: The George has changed hands and we

welcome Charlie Benstead, the new landlord who
is selling Greene King IPA and Fuller’s London
Pride at present. We also wish Angel Matamala
who has left after twenty-six years at the pub all
the best, Previously he had run the Boot in St
Albans.
Rushden: The Moon and Stars is now selling
Buntingford Golden P lover. We had the fo llow ing
email fro m the landlord Neil Martin : “ Just to let
you know for your 'down your way' article that the
Moon & Stars has acquired the freehold from
Punch Taverns and is free of tie and will now be
serving Greene King IPA, Go lden Plover from
Buntingford Brewery plus one ever changing guest
ale”.
St Albans: The Blacksmiths Arms has re-opened,
the interior is much the same as before - albeit
cleaned up a lot and there is still some work being
done on the outside patio/ garden area. There are
five real ales on handpump; two regulars Wells
Bombardier and Young’s Bitter plus three guests,
which are currently Taylor Landlord, Hop Back
Summer Lightning and Alehouse Simplicity. This
range may be increased if there is enough demand
and a local ale should always be on sale.

Welcome to

The Swan
www.wheathampstead.net/swan










5 Real Ales
Cask Marque Accredited
Beer Festival Early September
Quiz Every Wednesday Night
Darts and Pool Room
Sky Sports and Premiership Plus
Food Each Lunchtime
Fridays Fish & Chips 6 till 8pm
Occasional Bands

56 High St. Wheathampstead, Herts Al4 8AR
Open all day every day, tel: 01582 833110
Food Served 7 Days 12 Till 3. Sunday Roast 2 Course £7.95
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O'Neills Bar in Hatfield Road, previously the
Peacock is now Ryan's Bar, which should stop the
confusion with the o ther O’Neill’s in Victor ia
Street. The building seems to have been
Tangoed as part of the process. The Mermaid,
following the success of mild mon th has installed
an additional handpump, which will be used to
serve a dark beer from a variety of different types
and sources on a permanent basis. The Goat in
Sopwell Lane was sold to Charles Wells on 17th
July. The existing management team will remain
following the change over. See article page 2.
St Paul’s Walden: The Strathmore Arms is now
serving Buntingford beer.
Stevenage: The White Horse is for sale.
Ware: The Albion - that little gem tucked behind
St. Marys Church - has now added a third ale to
complement Adnams Bitter and Flowers IPA.
Recent beers have been from Adnams and Wells.
At the Crooked Billet Stuart is threatening to put on
a fourth pump to cope with demand and to save
his little legs from continually going into his cellar.
Black ales are again being served throughout
summer,
yum,
yum!
The
Old
Bulls
Head, follow ing a very short period of closure, has
re-opened with new landlords David and
Michelle. The pub has been smartened up with
nice soft furnishings, and the large garden has been
tidied up, live music is on again at weekends.
Beer range is from the Scots Co. list with tw o or
three on to include IPA, Directors and a guest.
Four visits have resulted in excellent beer. Each
time a joy to go into again. At the Rifle
Volunteer Steve and Ruby have put on a
second ale to complement IPA. It comes from the
Greene King list and they are getting through 2-3
different beers a week — with any luck a third
pump may go on! The Victoria - the only surviving
true two-bar pub in Ware has a new landlord in
Keiron Mynott. A Macs house serving AK, Country
has now been added which may change
depending on what the punters want! Always
worth a visit w ith a garden by the Lea, one of the
bars has been turned into a ‘mini sports bar’. The
Vine Wine Shop opposite The Vine pub in the
High Street, is selling a great range of micro bottled
ales and will soon be adding polypins for take
away. Waggers continues to do well, especially
with the strong ales which recently have included:
GK Abbot, Fuller’s ESB, Gales HSB and Adnams
Broadside. The future of the Sun and Harrow

remains unclear, with East Herts District Council
rejecting a new planning application for the
development of 8 houses on the site. There are
new McMullen landlords at the Victoria and the
Spread Eagle — the pub recently being spruced up
with a lick of paint.
Welwyn: the White Hart has also been sold by
Punch Taverns, this time to Wells and Young’s of
Bedford. Some older readers might remember
when Fred Cox ran the Hart for Whitbread. He
insisted on having the real London brewed beers
instead of the keg stuff fro m Luton, but then the
London brewery closed, so he insisted on having
the Wethereds beer from their Marlow brewery in
Buckinghamshire, and this was in the days before
the M25 was built. The Wh ite Hart was then an
oasis for real ale as all around were fizz only pubs.
Alas Wethereds was closed as well a few years
later, and Whitbread eventually sold off most of
their pubs. So now you will be able to get Wells
Eagle IPA, Bombardier and one other from the
Wells, plus a beer from the Young’s stable,
currently Courage Directors.
Wheathampstead: The heavy rain on the morn ing
of Friday 26th June turned the hill in to a torrid
river bringing grit, mud and other rubbish down
the High Street and into the Bull. Customers
tucking into their lunch were asked to take off their
shoes and socks and wade out of the pub. As a
consequence the Swan was packed all weekend as
the Bull had to be closed for several days for a
thorough clean up.

CONTACT DETAILS FOR ALL HERTS CAMRA
BRANCHES ARE ON PAGE 26 .
HERTS & ESSEX BORDERS
Mon 10 Aug: Branch Meeting: P lume of Feathers,
Pye Corner, Gilston. Start 8.30p m. M ini- Bus
running, to book, see mini- Bus Contacts page 26.
Sat 15 Aug: Annual Pub Games Day between
CAMRA and Real Ale Club Sawbridgeworth
(RACS) Starts noon , until early evening. all
welcome including ringers.
Tue 8 — Sat 12 Sept: Chappel Beer Festival, Station
Road, Chappel, CO6 2DS. One of the biggest and
best in East Anglia. Open 6.00p m-11.00p m. See
http://essex-camra.org.uk/chappel for details.
Mon 14 Sept: Branch meeting: Forest Gate,
Epping. Start 8.30pm. Min i-Bus running, to book,
see mini-Bus Con tacts page 26.
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Mon 12 Oct: Branch meeting, the Old Crown,
Much Hadham 8.30pm. Mini- Bus running, to
book, see mini-Bus page 26.
NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE
Sat 1 Aug: Young Members Pub Hike. Meet
Hitchin St. Marys Square 11:00.
Mon 3 Aug: Committee Meeting at The Crown,
Buntingford, 20:00 .
Wed 5 Aug: Branch Trip to G BBF (instead of Beer
Ramble). See Web Site for Details.
Sat 8 Aug: Minibus Ramb le Rising Sun Halls
Green, Rabbits Foot Ardeley, The Fox Aspenden
and the Sword in Hand Westmill (see booking
note below)
Wed 19 Aug: Beer Ramble - Graveley.
Highwayman, Chesfield Downs Golf Club Bar,
George & Dragon and Waggon & Horses. Meet in
Highwayman 20:00
Wed 2 Sept: Beer Ramble - Ickleford. Green Man,
Old George, Plume of Feathers and Cricketers,
Meet in Green Man 20:00.
Fri 4 Sept: Presentation of Most Improved Pub
award to The Globe in Letchworth. 20:00 for
20:30. See page 7.
Mon 7 Sept: Branch Meeting in Radcliffe Arms,
Hitchin, 20 :00
Sat 12 Sept: Minibus Ramble. P lume of Feathers
Little Wymond ley, Bucks Head Little Wymondley,
Hermit of Redcoats Titmore Green, Maidens Head
Whitwell, Strathmore Arms St. Paul's Walden (see
booking note below)
Wed 16 Sept: Beer Ramble - Letchworth. Three
Magnets, Broadway Hotel, Arena Tavern and
Globe. Meet at Three Magnets 20:00.
Thu 17 to Sat 19 Sept: Letchworth Beer Festival.
Plinston , Broadway, SG6 3NX.
Wed 30 Sept: Beer Ramble - Stevenage.
Woodman's Arms, Fisherman, Crooked Billet.
Meet in Wood man's Arms 20:00 .
Mon 5 Oct: Committee meeting: Bushel & Strike,
Ashwell.
Sat 10 Oct: Minibus Ramble - Three Horseshoes
Norton, Three Horseshoes Hinxworth, Bushel &
Strike, Rose & Crown and Three Tuns Ashwell (see
booking note below)
Booking Note! Minibus Rambles: pickups in
Stevenage, Hitchin, and Letchworth, from 18:30
onwards; £6 members, £10 non-members; book
with Social C ontact — details on page 26.

SOUTH HERTFORDSHIRE
Tue 11 Aug: Harpenden Beer Festival Wipe-up
meeting — Cross Keys, Harpenden 8pm.
Tue 18 Aug: Branch Meeting - White Horse,
Hertford 8pm.
26 Aug: Branch trip to the Peterborough Beer
Festival. Minibus leaves St Albans City station at
7pm. Contact our Socials Contact to book seat.
29 Aug — 5 Sept: Hertfordshire Pubs Week:
Sat 29 Aug: Abbey Flyer pub crawl
Tue 1 Sept: 4 pub crawl of Hertford
Sat 5 Sept: Country Pub walk starting at Tonwell,
via Chapmore End then on to Hertingfordbury.
Tue 15 Sept: Branch Meeting - Green Man,
Sandridge 8pm.
Wed Sept 30 — Sat Oct 3: St Albans Beer Festival
Alban Arena, St A lbans. See back page for details.
WATFORD AND DISTRICT
Wed 5 Aug: Great British Beer Festival. Meet at the
membership stand at 6pm and every hour
thereafter.
Tue 11 Aug: Watford Social -. Druids, Estcourt
Road 8pm; Estcourt Tavern, Estcourt Road
8.30pm; Wellington, Wood ford Road, 9.15p m;
Estcourt Arms, St. Johns Road, 10pm.
Mon 24 Aug: Branch meeting - Estcourt Arms, St
John’s Road, Watford 8p m.
Sat 29 Aug: Local Pubs’ Week visit to LocAle pubs:
Land of Liberty, Peace & Plenty, Long Lane,
Heronsgate approx. 12.45pm; Rose & Crown,
Chorleywood Common 2 .30pm; Sportsman, Scots
Hill, Croxley Green 4.30pm; One Crown, High
Street, Watford 6.30p m. Con tact branch for public
transport times, etc.
Fri 4 Sept: Local Pubs’ Week Presentation of
Outstanding
Achievement
Award
to
the
Sportsman, Croxley Green 8pm.
Sat 5 Sept: Local Pubs’ Week Rail Ale Trail Abbey
Line crawl — St. Albans to Watford: White Lion, St.
Albans 12 noon; Falcon, Park Street, 1.15pm;
Overdraught, Park Street 2pm; Gate, Bricket
Wood 3pm; Old Fox, Old Br icket Wood 4.30p m;
Tudor Arms, North Watford 6pm; Southern Cross,
Watford 7.3 0pm. Con tact branch for in fo on train
times, etc.
Mon 14 Sept: Subterranean Pub Crawl - Cellar
Tours of Watford pubs - Estcourt Arms, St John’s
Road 8pm; Nascot Arms, Stamford Road 9pm;
Southern Cross 10pm.
Mon 28 Sept: Branch Meeting - Estcourt Arms, St
John’s Road, Watford 8p m.
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