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 50% reduction in excise duty on beers at 
2.8% abv or below was to be introduced in 
October alongside a new 25% levy on 

beers at 7.5% and above.  Unfortunately it is 
illegal under EU laws for this duty reduction for 
low strength beers to apply to small brewers which 
benefit from “Small Brewers’ Relief”. This means 
that none of the small/micro brewers will be able 
to take advantage of the reduction; this even 
includes Hertford-based brewers McMullen’s. 
CAMRA will be compiling a list of beers at 2.8% 
or below. The whole issue is covered in much 
more detail in Roger Protz’s “Park bench” threat to 
classic beer styles article opposite. Larger brewers 
are of course able to benefit and there is an article 
about Greene King reviving the Tolly Cobbold 
Brewery name (which was in Ipswich before they 
closed it) for their 2.8% offering. 
Suffolk brewer Greene King has 
launched Tolly English Ale, to 
take advantage of the 
forthcoming Small Beer Duty for 
lower strength beers.  
The new 2.8% abv brew will 
only be levied with 50% duty, 
so that licensees will be able to 
choose whether to increase their 
margins or to pass on savings to 
their customers to help drive 
sales. I have already had a 
report that the beer was recently on sale in the 
Harpenden area but without the 50 pence per pint 
reduction one would have expected. Low gravity 
beers have less fermentable material in them and 
go off more quickly, so not reducing the price to 
promote sales could be a very bad move on behalf 
of the publican. 
Greene King’s head brewer John Bexon said: “The 
extensive trials we ran in our pubs showed us that 
introducing a quality lower strength beer would 
open up an attractive option for those looking to 
enjoy the great taste of a freshly-brewed proper 
pint without having to worry about it being too 
strong. We believe Tolly will be popular with 
consumers because it offers them the best of both 
worlds”. 
JW Lees of Manchester, Hook Norton of 
Oxfordshire, Adnams of Southwold, and Fuller’s of 
Chiswick (Mighty Atom) are all producing a 2.8% 
beer and launches from other breweries are 
expected.        Steve Bury 

 

 
“Park bench” threat to classic beer styles 
“In this world nothing is certain but death and 
taxes,” said Benjamin Franklin, one of the founders 
of the United States and a devoted beer drinker. 
There’s a terrible synthesis in that statement, for a 
rise in beer duty could spell death for some of 
Britain’s historic beer styles. The increase will 
affect beers of more than 7.5 per cent alcohol. HM 
Revenue & Customs will bring in the change as a 
result of this year’s Budget. High Strength Beer 
Duty (HSBD) will mean an average rise of 25 per 
cent in the cost of making beer. For example, a 
beer of 7.6 per cent will see duty rise from 80.18 
pence a pint to 100.22 with pro rata increases for 
beers of up to 12 per cent or more. Microbrewers 
will continue to pay reduced Progressive Beer 
Duty but they will have to pay the full HSBD 
amount. On average, high-strength beers will see 
duty rise by £1 a pint. The increase is the result of 
the government wanting to be seen “doing 
something” about alcohol abuse. But the rise will 
not only hit sales of “park bench” strong lagers but 
also magnificent beers with their roots in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. HSBD could also stop the 
fascinating development of oak-aging: strong beers 
matured for many months in oak casks obtained 
from the American bourbon, Scotch whisky, and 
French wine and cognac industries. The likely 
result is people with serious alcohol problems will 
trade down from 9 per cent to something cheaper 
and nastier while those of us who enjoy a fine 
barley wine in the comfort of our homes will have 
to pay a premium for the pleasure. 

The CAMRA Good Beer 
Guide lists 16 beers that 
will fall foul of HSBD. 
They include such 
familiar names as Parish 
Baz’s  Bonce Blower (12 
per cent), Robinson’s 
Old Tom (8.5 per cent), 
Thornbridge St 
Petersburg (7.7 per cent) 
and Traquair House Jacobite Ale (8 per cent). The 
Good Bottled Beer Guide has a further 21 in its 
Old Ales and Barley Wines listings that will have 
to pay HSBD. These are not “park bench” beers. 
Barley wine has been handed down to us by the 
English aristocracy of the 18th Century. When 
England was at war with France, aristocrats  
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considered it their patriotic duty to drink strong ale 
rather than imported French claret and Burgundy. 
Modern interpretations of barley wine include 
Chiltern Brewery’s Bodgers (8.5 per cent), Fuller’s 
Vintage Ale (8.5 per cent), Hogs Back A over T (9 
per cent), Otley 08 (8 per cent), and Woodforde’s 
Norfolk Nip (8 per cent). 

 
Old ale is another 18th century beer style, stored in 
oak vessels for a year or more and nicknamed 
“stale” as the result of an acetic flavour picked up 
from wild yeasts. Old ale was one of the 
constituents of the early London porters, which 
were a blend of pale, brown and “stale”. Today’s 
old ales include Burton Bridge Tickle Brain (8 per 
cent), Old Chimneys Redshank (8.7 per cent) and 
Gale’s Prize Old Ale (9 per cent), now brewed by 
Fuller’s, and the closest to a Belgian lambic, strong 
stouts such as Harvey’s Imperial Extra Double 
Stout (9 per cent) and Thornbridge St Petersburg 
(7.7 per cent). All these recall the period in the 19th 
Century when strong versions of London porter 
and stout were exported to Russia and the Baltic 
States: high levels of alcohol and hops helped keep 
the beers during the long sea voyages. Harvey’s 
stout is based on an original recipe developed by 
Thrale’s brewery in London. Thrale’s became 
Barclay Perkins, which later merged with Courage. 
Courage’s Imperial Russian Stout was phased out 
when it became part of the Scottish & Newcastle 
group but is now available again as a bottle-
conditioned beer, brewed by Harvey’s in Lewes, 
and matured for a year before it is released to the 
public. Calls to some of the brewers of strong ales 
showed most will not reduce the strength of their 
beers. John Robinson of Robinson’s of Stockport, 
producer of the legendary Old Tom, said they’d 
been brewing the beer since 1838 and wouldn’t 
change it now. “We did brew a trial at 7.5 per cent 
but it didn’t taste anything like Old Tom,” he said. 
“We may brew a 7.5 per cent beer and we  

 
haven’t decided what to call it, 
but Old Tom won’t be brewed 
to a lower strength.” Fuller’s 
says it has no intention of 
reducing strengths. This is good 
news as the Chiswick brewery 
launched the third in the series 
of its Oak Aged Beers in August, 
a 9 per cent beer matured for 
800 days in single malt whisky 
casks. 
Mike Betts at Woodforde’s in 
Norfolk is similarly disinclined 
to cut the strength of his Norfolk 
Nip (8.5 per cent). A special 
edition of the beer was also launched in August 
and was matured for four months in wine barrels 
from France. Mike says  
Norfolk Nip dates from 1929 when it was brewed 
by Steward & Patteson, one of three Norwich 
breweries bought and closed by Watneys in the 
1970s. With such a painful past, Norfolk Nip 
needs to keep its strength up. But at Thornbridge 
brewery in Bakewell, Derbyshire, Alex Buchanan 
said that while no final decision had been taken, 
“we’re minded to reduce the strength of St 
Petersburg”. As the decrease would be just two 
degrees and the beer is packed with roasted grain 
and burnt fruit character, the difference in taste 
would be slight. Harvey’s head brewer Miles 
Jenner says he will keep his Imperial Stout at 9 per 
cent “to maintain its authenticity. A lot of it goes 
for export and no one sane would drink it in 
quantity.” The feistiest response comes from 

Catherine Maxwell Stuart, 
who runs Traquair House 
and its brewery at 
Innerleithen. Traquair is 
Scotland’s oldest inhabited 
house, dating from 1107, 
and has a small medieval 
brewhouse where a 
“modern” copper was 

installed in 1738. The main beer, House Ale, is 7.2 
per cent and falls outside HSBD. But Jacobite Ale 
at 8 per cent will be caught and Catherine has no 
plans to reduce its strength. “More than half our 
production is exported and it would become too 
complicated to reduce the alcohol for the domestic 
market. I would not be happy at having to change 
the recipe. 
“I am also pretty cross that we are being penalized  
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for producing high quality, authentic, traditional 
ales when the government should be concentrating 
on minimum pricing and penalising supermarkets 
for selling alcohol at below cost.” It’s clear most 
current brewers of high-strength beers will not 
reduce their levels of alcohol. But drinkers will 
have to pay a higher price for these beers and the 
concern must be that HSBD will deter other 
brewers, especially small ones with tight margins, 
from considering producing barley wines, old ales 
and strong stouts. Miles Jenner’s use of his imperial 
Stout stresses how wide of the mark HSBD will be: 
“I serve it instead of port with a cheese course and 
treat it with the same respect,” he says. That’s a 
long way from cans of Special Brew on a park 
bench.       Roger Protz 
Ed says: Some misguided souls applauded the 
reduction of duty on lower gravity beers without 
realising that the government would make up the 
shortfall by increasing the taxation of higher 
strength beers (in fact they are likely to receive a 
revenue increase). A call has been made to raise 
the level of reduced tax to include beers up to 
3.5% which will just mean that the HSBD will also 
be moved down and introduced to beers over 6% 
in strength or less. Are we heading back to the 17th 
Century when only the aristocracy can afford to 
drink strong ale? 
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MPs are prone to drink too 
much, says Health Minister 
ollowing my article in Pints of View 249 
“Government to Revise Alcohol Limits?” it 
was interesting to see the headline “MPs are 

prone to drinking too much, says minister” in the 
Daily Telegraph in mid-October. 
Anne Milton, a former nurse and Conservative MP 
for Guildford, had been addressing the Commons 
Science and Technology 
Committee on safe 
drinking in her present role 
as a Health Minister. What 
she said is very interesting 
and I quote: “Politicians 
are prone to risky 
behaviour such as drinking 
too much because they 
work long hours away 
from home”. Ms Milton 
(right) wanted to know 
how much alcohol was consumed in the bars of 
Westminster, and whether or not MPs believe they 
exceed recommended safe amounts. She suggested 
that the tax on stronger drinks could be increased, 
while that on low alcohol varieties be reduced. It’s 
funny but I thought this had already happened 
with HSBD High Strength Beer Duty (see article on 
previous pages). Ms Milton admitted that minimum 
pricing would be illegal under EU law and 
suggested that binge drinking in the UK had 
reduced. 
Ms Milton was asked if she thought that some of 
the bars in the House of Commons should be shut 
following recent claims that MPs are so drunk 
before debates they can barely stand. She replied” 
I don’t like the word ‘should’. Members of 
Parliament or people who work in jobs similar to 
the one that we do — fairly anti-social hours, often 
working at a distance from family, are susceptible 
to certain sorts of risky behaviour, and drinking 
and poor mental health are without doubt one of 
them.”  Surely she means two of them; anyway I 
have believed this about many MPs for a long 
time. 
What of course we would have been interested in 
is whether Ms Milton believes that the limits set at 
two pints of 4% beer for men and 1.5 pints for 
women are realistic or sensible. 
As MPs obviously don’t take the slightest bit of 
notice of the alcohol guidelines is it the only 

 
CAMRA’s  submission 
CAMRA claimed that the government is failing to 
communicate the benefits of moderate alcohol 
consumption taking into account the latest medical 
evidence. The current guidelines which were 
formulated in 1995 stated that limit for a man was 
two pints of 4% beer per day and for a woman one 
and a half pints. CAMRA said the guidelines seem 
to portray the recommended allowance as an 
absolute upper limit. There is in fact a wide gap 
between the safe recommended limit and the point 
where drinking will have a health impact. 
CAMRA’s full submission is on our national web 
site. 
Evidence suggests alcohol provides a degree of 
protection against coronary heart disease, diabetes, 
osteoporosis, gallstones, senile dementia and 
Parkinson’s disease.       
The hope is that the committee rather than dealing 
with conjecture and hearsay actually conducts a 
proper survey, gets some decent historical data 
together and sets some more realistic limits, or, 
dread the thought, gets rid of the UK alcohol unit 
altogether.   

Steve Bury 
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Want to Advertise in Pints of View? 
 

Pints of View is distributed to over 300 pubs 
throughout Hertfordshire, and additionally to all 

public libraries and museums. 
 

Page Size and Cost (excl. VAT) 
Quarter Page: 74mm x 105mm max size = £55.00 
Half Page: 148mm x 105mm max size = £100.00 
Please contact us for other advert size rates. 
 

Artwork can be made up at extra cost,. Prepared artwork 
preferred in JPEG, Word or PDF format. 
First time advertisers to confirm in writing please.    
Contact: John Bishop, Tel: 01582 768478 
Email: realales@yahoo.com  

Deadline for Feb/Mar 2012 newsletter (251) 
Adverts — 7 Jan 2012, Copy — 7 Jan 2012 

Hertfordshire’s Pints of View is produced by the 
North, South Hertfordshire, Watford & District, 
and Hertfordshire/Essex Borders Branches of 
the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA). Views 
expressed are not necessarily those of the 
editor, CAMRA Ltd or its branches.  

occasion where we are all in this together?  
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White Hart Tap 
4 Keyfield Terrace, St Albans 

Tel: 01727 860974 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Timothy Taylor Landlord, London Pride 

& Four Guest Beers 
 

Quality Food Served Lunchtime all week  

Evenings Monday - Friday  
 

International Curry Night Every Monday 
 

Traditional Fresh Cod & Chips Every 

Friday Night 
 

Quiz Night Every Wednesday 
 

Large Beer Garden 
 

www.whiteharttap.co.uk 

 

Pubs Selling 488,000 Fewer 
Pints per Day 

ubs are selling 488,000 fewer pints of beer 
per day compared to this time last year – 
that is according to the British Beer and Pub 

Association’s (BBPA) third quarter ‘Beer 
Barometer’.  
The barometer 
shows that pub 
beer sales are down 
4.3% from July to 
September – 
equivalent to 45 
million fewer pints sold over the quarter compared 
with 2010. 
However, total beer sales are up 1.6% as 
supermarkets and off-licences reported growth on 
the same period as last year. 

BBPA chief executive Brigid 
Simmonds (left) blamed the fall 
in pub beer sales on the 
government’s “misguided tax 
escalator policy”. 
“It is good to see some growth in 
the beer market overall, and we 
are seeing some new pubs 
opening, with successful 
operators innovating, and 

broadening their offer to consumers,” said 
Simmonds. 
“However, there is no doubt that pubs continue to 
bear the brunt of Britain’s punitive tax policies on 
beer. We’ve seen Beer Tax rise by 35 per cent 
since March 2008, with Britons now paying an 
astonishing 40 per cent of all the beer taxes 
collected in the entire European Union. This is still 
shutting pubs and costing jobs, in a sector that 
could create growth in the economy. 
 “We know that given the right tax and regulatory 
environment we can grow the sector, hiring more 
staff, adding to the nation’s wealth and 
maintaining our proud pub heritage. We certainly 
don’t need the further beer tax rises the 
Government is planning under a misguided tax 
escalator policy. Instead, we want to welcome 
everyone to support their local pub and play their 
part in their local community.” 
Adam Pescod, Publican's Morning Advertiser, 24-

Oct-2011 
Ed Says: Fortunately that 488K pints lost is all keg 
and other rubbish, as good real ale is having a 
sales boom. 

Call for Pub Planning Changes 
AMRA has called on the Government to 
give pubs more protection under planning 
laws.  

CAMRA's proposals would mean that change of 
use would require planning consent 
In its response to a Government issues paper on 
how change of use is handled in the planning 
system, the consumer organisation claims reform is 
essential because the system fails to give sufficient 
protection to community pubs.  
Under the current 
system pubs can be 
converted into shops, 
professional and 
financial services 
offices, restaurants and 
cafés, without applying for planning permission. 
This means local authorities and local people have 
little influence over a pub’s future.  
CAMRA has asked the Government to consider 
creating a separate use-class category for pubs, 
which would mean that any change of use would 
require planning permission. It would also ensure 
that there is local consultation and an option to 
save the pub before it is lost.         Cont/d… 
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In its submission it has called on the Government 
to liberalise the current planning laws, so that 
former pubs (which are now shops, services or 
restaurants) can be turned back into pubs without 
planning permission. It also wants to extend 
protection for pubs threatened with demolition.  
CAMRA has also suggested that local development 
orders (LDOs), should be allowed to restrict 
development rights to support the retention of key 
community amenities like pubs.  
An LDO grants a local planning authority the 
ability to introduce a new permitted development 
right – this allows businesses to undertake minor 
developments without submitting a planning 
application.  
However, CAMRA “strongly opposes” any 
weakening of the current protection given to pubs 
in planning law through liberalising proposals.  
CAMRA campaigns manager Emily Ryans said: “I 
hope this will be the first step in changing planning 
law to extend protection for our essential 
community pubs.  
“Too many viable pubs are lost every week due to 
the weakness of current planning law.  
“There are a few great examples of pubs that have 
been saved by local intervention and continue to 
flourish – but this should be the norm, rather than 
the exception.” 
Michelle Perrett, Publican’s Morning Advertiser,   

9-Sep-2011 

Call for Statutory Pubco Code 
of Practice 

ndustry self-regulation has failed and there 
should now be a statutory code of practice for 
tenanted pubcos – that is the recommendation 

of Parliament’s House of Commons appointed 
Business, Innovation and Skills Committee.  
In a stinging attack on pubcos, BISC chairman 
Adrian Bailey said that the “deep seated” problems 
between tenants and pubcos have not been 
sufficiently addressed, despite this being the fourth 
select committee report into the matter over seven 
years.  
The Report said the pubcos had “wasted” their 
final chance to deal with the issues by themselves 
with reform moving at a “glacial” pace and it had 
now lost patience with them.  
The Committee said that the decision had not been 
reached “lightly” and “they were firmly of the view 
that statutory regulation should only be used as a 
last resort.  

 
“However, our 
hand has been 
forced and we see 
no other 
alternative for an 
industry which has 
for too long failed 
to put its own 
house in order.”  
Bailey said: “Each report challenged the industry to 
deliver meaningful reform.  
“On every occasion the industry was found 
wanting. The third report in 2010 delivered a final 
ultimatum to the industry: eighteen months to 
show that they were working successfully within 
the voluntary code. That has passed, and the 
evidence is that they are not.  
"The message now can only be: three strikes and 
you’re out.  
“We are firmly of the view that statutory regulation 
should only be used as a last resort, but we can 
only conclude that industry self-regulation has 
failed.  
“We fully realise the implications of our 
recommendations and we have not come to this 
decision lightly. But we see no other alternative for 
an industry which has failed to put its own house 
in order.”  
He added: “Pubs are businesses, and they need to 
be able to succeed as businesses, but they are also 
at the heart of our communities, and we are losing 
them at an alarming rate.  
Half-hearted implementation  
The Report said that while the new codes of 
practice are a step in the right direction and there 
had been “genuine commitment” to reform in 
some areas, these are limited. The codes had been 
undermined by “a process of implementation 
which can only be described as half-hearted”.  
It delivered a damning assessment of the British 
Beer and Pub Association’s role. “The BBPA has 
shown itself to be impotent in enforcing its own 
timetable for reform and the supposed threat of 
removing the membership of pub companies who 
did not deliver was hollow.  
“The voluntary withdrawal from the BBPA by 
Greene King, which has suffered no reputational 
loss as a result, clearly demonstrates that fact.  
“Furthermore, while the BII (British Institute of 
Innkeepers) may be seen to have done an 
adequate job in accrediting the new codes of 
practice, it is clear to us that its enforcement role is  
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fundamentally undermined by a lack of 
meaningful sanctions for non-compliance.  
“Given the high number of breaches allowed 
before sanctions would be applied we believe that 
“naming and shaming” and subsequent withdrawal 
of BII accreditation is insufficient.”  
Time for a statutory code  
It is now time for the Government to put the Code 
on a statutory footing. In response to our Report, 
the Government has to set out the timetable for 
that consultation and begin the process as a matter 
of urgency.  
“We further recommend that the consultation 
includes proposals for a statutory Code 
Adjudicator armed with a full suite of sanctions. 
Considering the amount of evidence gathered by 
us and our predecessor Committees this should not 
be a lengthy process; and given the Government’s 
undertaking to us we do not anticipate any 
meaningful delay.  
“Furthermore, we caution the Government that 
offering a compromise of non-statutory 
intervention would be a departure from its 
undertaking to us and would not bring about the 
meaningful reform that is needed.”  
Welcome news  
Mike Benner, CAMRA chief 
executive (right), said: “Too 
many of the UK’s pubs are 
blighted  by the actions of 
the large pub companies 
whose business model has 
been so reliant on 
exploiting a position of 
power to the cost of pub 
licensees, communities and 
the consumer.  
“The committee’s recommendations seek an end 
to barriers to growth in the pub sector, a culture of 
inflexibility and artificially inflated beer prices. We 
now urge the Government to show it’s on the 
consumer’s side by following through on its 
promise to take action on the back of these 
recommendations.  
“A statutory code with a powerful adjudicator will 
mean lower pub prices for consumers and fewer 
pub closures. CAMRA last week published new 
data showing that nearly double the number of 
tied pubs are closing compared to free of tie pubs”.  
Right the fundamental wrong 
Save the Pub Group chair and Lib Dem MP Greg 
Mulholland said: “For companies who are 

 
supposed to have reformed themselves, the report 
is devastating.  
"It not only shows that pub owning companies, 
who are really just property companies, continue 
to take more from pubs than is reasonable or fair; 
the report also shows that some companies are 
actually misleading potential tenants, which is a 
disgrace and something Ministers should 
investigate.”  
He added: “It is time to free the pub sector and to 
give the pub back to the people who run them and 
who rely on them.”  
Ewan Turney, Publican’s Morning Advertiser, 20-

Sep-2011 
 

Mitchell’s & Butlers Boardroom 
Turmoil Continues 

n Pints of View 239 Feb/Mar 2010 I published 
that M&B own a large number of pubs in 
Hertfordshire, 

from Ember Inns 
to restaurant 
pubs. 
In early 
December 2009 a 
major boardroom battle had commenced when the 
company lost £500 million after failing to hedge 
their investments against interest rates falling. A 
number of shareholders tried to take control of the 
board. largest shareholder and Spurs owner 
installed Simon Laffin as Chairman. Brokers KBC 
Peel Hunt recommended shareholders to hang 
onto stock and shares which had risen by 
11pence. 
The problems for the mega pub company have 
continued and shares are now trading at a 
seventeen month low, leading Joe Lewis the 
Bahamas-based billionaire and owner of Piedmont 
investments to make an offer for the whole 
company in August. Piedmont are now the largest 
shareholders in M&B with 22.8% and offered 224p 
per share but were rejected with claims that they 
were seriously undervaluing the company. The bid 
caused a rally and share prices rose 15.5p to 
235.6p making the company worth £965million. 
The shares had peaked at 360p in January 2011.   
M&B, run from Birmingham, has become 
increasingly remote from its customers in 
Hertfordshire. Whether a takeover would make a 
difference to this remains to be seen. 

Steve Bury 
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Open all day: Monday – Sunday 12 Noon to 11pm 

 

The White Lion 
91 Sopwell Lane, St. Albans 

Herts, AL1 1RN Tel: 01727 850540 

All our pints of ale are 
served in oversized lined 

glasses 

 
Serving: 

Black Sheep Bitter & Young’s Special 
Plus 

6 ever-changing guest beers 
 

Food Served: 
Lunchtimes: Mon to Sat 12 Noon – 2pm 
Evenings: Mon to Fri 6.30pm – 8.30pm 
Sunday lunches served 1pm until 4pm 

 

South Herts 
CAMRA 2010 

Pub of the Year 
Bronze Winner 

www.TheWhiteLionPH.co.uk 

 

FIVE REAL ALES: 

Oakham JHB 

Timothy Taylor Landlord 

Tring Ridgeway 

2 Guest ales 

and 1 real cider 

OPEN ALL DAY: 

Home Cooked Food 

Lunch & Evening 

Function Room 

Great Beer Garden 
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Cask Ale Continues to Shine 
ask ale is continuing to outperform the UK 
beer market, with a 15% share, and is seen 
to be the “lifeline” for struggling pubs.  

That’s according to the fifth annual Cask Report, 
which found that cask drinkers are twice as likely 
to visit the pub and spend more when they are 
there. There is also a growing appeal for younger, 
affluent and sociable 
drinkers.  
While total on-trade 
beer volumes fell by 
7.8% in 2012, cask 
dipped an estimated 
2.3% as 2,500 new 
pubs and clubs have started to sell cask ale last 
year. 
The research found that there is an 11% rise in 
cask ale drinkers since 2007 — 7.8 milion people 
now drink it in the UK; and one in five people who 
drink alcohol will drink cask at some point.  
In addition, 37% of current drinkers tried it for the 
first time within the last 10 years, and 10% within 
the past 12 months. 
The number of 18-24-year-old cask drinkers 
increased for the second year running and the 
number of women cask ale drinkers has doubled 
since 2008.  

Gurjit Degun, Publican's Morning Advertiser  
25 September, 2011 

Ed says: The report says nothing that we did not 
already know. The problem is that some of the 
purveyors of real ale do not look after it properly, 
and need reminding if their beer does not meet an 
acceptable standard.   
 

Quench your Thirst the Healthy 
Way 

esearchers at Granada University in Spain 
say drinking beer after strenuous physical 
activity can be beneficial for the body. The 

scientists said their study found beer can help 
dehydrated people and retain liquid better than 
water alone.  
Professor Manuel Garzon pictured top right 
(presumably rehydrating himself following some 
strenuous activity — Ed), who led the study, said the 
bubbles in beer can help quench thirst and the 
carbohydrates in the beverage can help make up 

 
 
for burned calories.  
The study involved a 
group of students 
asked to perform 
strenuous activities 
at a temperature of 
about 104 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Half of 
the students were given a pint of beer after their 
exercise and half were given a pint of water. 
Garzon said the hydration effect on the beer 
drinkers was better than the sober group.  

Juan Antonio Corbalan (left), a 
cardiologist who has worked 
with Real Madrid football 
players and Spain's national 
basketball team, said he has 
long recommended beer to 
professional sportsmen after 
exhausting activities, as the 
drink is optimal for rehydrating 
the body. 

Ed says: I always said that the best exercise was the 
walk to the pub, followed by immediate 
rehydration of course. 
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Hertfordshire’s LocAle Pubs 
s we are all concerned about our green 
credentials and “Beer Miles” we are pleased 
to list the following pubs that regularly serve 

beers brewed locally within the county. There are 
nine independent brewers in Hertfordshire who 
produce more than sixty different real ales; the list 
below is where you can find these beers in 
premium condition. 
 

Herts Essex Borders 

Allens Green Queen’s Head 

Bishop’s Stortford Bricklayers Arms 

Bishop’s Stortford Red Cow 
Green Tye Prince of Wales 

High Wych Rising Sun 

Wareside Chequers 

Mid Chilterns 

Aldbury Valiant Trooper 

Apsley Paper Mill 

Apsley White Lion 

Berkhamsted Lamb 

Berkhamsted Rising Sun 

Bourne End White Horse 

Bovingdon Royal Oak 

Briden’s Camp Crown and Sceptre 

Hemel Hempstead Rose and Crown 

Markyate Swan 

Piccotts End Boar’s Head 

Tring Robin Hood 

Wigginton Greyhound 

North Herts 

Barkway Tally Ho 

Buntingford Brambles 

Charlton Windmill 

Dane End Boot 

Great Offley Green Man 

Great Offley Red Lion 

Hall's Green Rising Sun 
Hexton Raven 

Hitchin Half Moon 

Hitchin Highlander 

Hitchin Nightingale 

Hitchin Radcliffe Arms 
Ickleford Cricketers 

Preston Red Lion 
Rabley Heath Robin Hood and Little 

John 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Rushden Moon and Stars 
St Paul’s Walden Strathmore Arms 

Woolmer Green Chequers 

South Herts 

Bricket Wood Old Fox 

Colney Heath Crooked Billet 
Harpenden Cross Keys 

Hertford Old Cross Tavern 
Sandridge Rose and Crown 

St Albans Farriers Arms 

St Albans Mermaid 
St Albans Six Bells 

St Albans White Hart Hotel 
Ware Rose and Crown 

Watford and District 

Chorleywood Rose & Crown 
Croxley Green Sportsman 
Heronsgate Land of Liberty, Peace 

& Plenty 

Watford Wellington Arms 
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39 High Street 
Harpenden 

Hertfordshire 
AL5 2SD 

01582 763989 

VISIT US FOR 
 

A warm welcome 
Beautiful beer 
Green and peaceful garden 
 

 

Home-prepared food served 
Monday to Saturday 12-2pm 

 

www.cross-keys-harpenden.co.uk 
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hen Fuller’s bought the Good Beer 

Guide-listed  White Horse in Hertford 
in 1999, regulars at first bemoaned the 

loss of the pub`s 35 year history 
as a free house - before that it 
had been one of a handful of 
small tenanted pubs owned by 
the nearby Nicholls brewery that 
was demolished in the mid-
1960s. Early CAMRA members 
saluted the pub and its special 
place in the local branch`s 
history — it was  one of the first 
pubs in the county to start 
experimenting with beers from 
the likes of Ruddle’s, Everard’s and Young’s — 
pioneering stuff in those early days of the 1970s. 
But there was a recognition that if the pub was to 
be bought by any brewery or pub chain, then 
Fuller’s was not a bad outcome.  After all, the 
Chiswick-based company had a huge centuries-old 
brewing tradition and a 
renowned reputation for brewing 
great beer (particularly after the 
upsurge in demand for real ale in 
the 1970s which led to some 
excellent standard and seasonal 
ales).  In acknowledgement of 
the pub`s unique standing, 
Fuller’s unofficially labelled the 
Grade II listed White Horse a 
Fuller’s Free-Style House. To 
complement the Fuller’s range, 
beers from other brewers always featured.  The 
leaseholder and many of the existing staff also 
transferred.  Fuller’s seemed to understand the 
pub. We had great beer, great food, great beer 
festivals and great times.  Everything moved 
smoothly on. 

Horse on the Wrong Course 
About 5 years ago things started to change.  There 
were rumblings that Fuller’s were upping the ante 
in what they wanted as a return from the tiny 2-bar 
pub.  And that this new view of its financial 
potential vastly surpassed what was possible in 
reality.  In this five year period five leaseholders 
have tried their best — all fuelled with optimism for 
the future of the pub and the chance to make a 
decent business, only to depart within months, 
some lasting a year or so, the latest temporary 

 
 
 
tenant after just four months.  All of them brought 
genuine enthusiasm, new ideas and a wish to 
succeed in such a unique pub and they all 

continued to keep their beer in top 
quality. Nevertheless each 
eventually resigned, their final  
weeks marked with regret and 
frustration. There have been some 
common themes.  We heard about 
unrealistic higher rents being set, 
tighter restrictions on guest beers, 
intransigence on lease terms and 
conditions — such as the funding of 
essential maintenance — leaving no 
room for the making of a living.   

In general discussion with many of the pub’s 
drinkers there is much regret about these 
departures and considerable dismay and 
annoyance about the uncertainty and disruption 
that so regular a changeover of leaseholders is 
bringing.  This is not a barn-like town centre bar 

but a small characterful local 
where people on both sides of 
the bar matter.  Many, including 
me, have written to Fuller’s to 
protest.  The pub deserves better. 
Back on a Winning Streak? 
To be fair, Fuller’s have quickly 
responded.  They recognise that 
this is a great pub and understand 
that the present situation must be 
resolved.  They contend that their 
current barrelage/rent 

calculations are fair but they do admit that they 
have made mistakes during this time and have 
agreed that the essential maintenance problems 
should have, in hindsight, been dealt with earlier 
and in a more organised manner.  They are 
committed to the future of the White Horse.  We 
hope that they will give the new leaseholder (when 
found) sufficient breadth to fully establish 
themselves and bring back the stability that the 
pub urgently needs.   We wish that new 
leaseholder well.   

Les Middlewood 
The pub closed for a week in November to 
complete these repairs and for general 
redecoration.  By the time you read this article the 
pub should be re-opened — we’ll report more in 
the next edition of Pints of View. 

W
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Top Food and Drink Venues 
Recognised at Awards Night 

he best food and drink venues in the city 
were recognised at an awards ceremony in 
October as part of this year’s St Albans Food 

and Drink Festival.  
Residents had the chance to vote for their favourite 
bar, pub, restaurant and producer for the awards 
ceremony, which was held at St Michael’s Manor.  
The Peahen pub (McMullen’s) on London Road 
held on to their title for the best bar for the second 
year running.  
Voters also had the chance to nominate an 
individual for the Kate D’Arcy customer service 
award. This year’s award, which was set up in 
memory of the co-founder of Darcys restaurant, for 
someone who has exceeded normal expectations, 
went to Sean Hughes from the Boot.  
Mr Hughes, one of the managers at the family-run 
pub, said: “It was quite a shock to be honest and I 
was over the moon about winning.  
“We have spent a lot of time over the last eight 
years trying to be the best we can be in the pub so 
to get the prize is amazing because sometimes it 
feels like a relentless job because you have to put 
so much in.”  

The winners were: 
Best Bar winner: The Peahen, St Albans 
Best Pub winner: The Holly Bush, Potters Crouch 
Highly commended: The White Lion St Albans 
Kate D’Arcy Award winner: Sean Hughes from The 
Boot, St Albans. 
The Boot, Holly Bush, and White Lion are all in 
the CAMRA 2012 Good Beer Guide. 

The Peahen      The White Lion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          The Boot                          Holly Bush 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pub Dig — The Six Bells, St 
Albans 

ack in July, writer and comedian Rory 
McGrath (right below) and archaeologist 
Paul Blinkhorn teamed up to explore the 

rich and colourful 
history lying under the 
greatest boozers of 
Britain. 
Their first adventure has 
gone off with a bang. 
For the first ‘Pub Dig’ 
they home in on a 
classic 16th Century 
pub, the Six Bells in St 
Albans. The ground 
under the pub was 
always a good bet for fantastic archaeology (it lies 
within the walls of the old town of Roman 
Verulamium) but what they found was beyond 
their wildest expectations.  
Not only do they discover an 18th Century lime 
kiln that was used to build the beautiful row of 
houses that surround the pub, they find evidence 
of good times and boozing on this spot from over 
1,500 years ago. 
And on their way down, they discover medieval 
remains of butchery, cooking and occupation from 
the 12th Century which suggest that a hostel was 
built under the pub to feed hungry pilgrims on 
their way to the great cathedral of St Albans.  
As if pushing evidence of pubbiness back 400 
years wasn’t enough, they then found a Roman 
building decorated with vast quantities of rare and 
precious painted wall plaster. The question for the 
team was ‘what type of building’ was this? 
Archaeological clues suggest a temple built for the 
worship of decapitated heads or possibly a high 
end bath house? Further investigation reveals a 
stunning fact; the building was enormous, possibly 
the earliest and biggest in St Albans and even 
Roman Britain! 
Finally, the archaeological team reveal that a 
massive and very luxurious Mansio, or Roman 
hotel, lies under the Six Bells - a completely new 
and dramatic discovery! In Rory’s words, they had 
found the ‘Ritz of Roman Britain’. District 
archaeologist Simon West pronounced the 
building a nationally significant find. Pub Dig has 
started with a bang! 

Iain Loe 

T B 
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Wenlock Arms Reprieve 
lthough in Hoxton, London N1, and not 
Hertfordshire, the Wenlock Arms was the 
home to the Hertfordshire CAMRA branches 

tri-monthly joint meetings for many years. The pub 
is situated very near the City in Hoxton, which has 
been one of the most run down areas of London 
for the last twenty years. This of course is no 
longer the case and this street corner local located 
in a mixed light industrial residential area is now 
on a prime redevelopment site. Why should we in 
Herts be bothered? Because although the pub 
might appear to be as shabby and unloved as a lot 
of the local area, it is and has been for many years 
a mecca for real ale. Indeed, The Wenlock has 

been voted North London CAMRA Pub of the Year 
four times in recent years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The pub, originally opening in 1836, was recently 
purchased and a planning application for change 
of use lodged. It was thought that all was lost but 
below is the ruling of the planning application:  
“In line with policy HE8 of PPS5 - Planning for the 
Historic Environment, as The Wenlock Arms 
Public House building has been identified by the 
Local Planning Authority as an undesignated 
heritage asset, which has both historical value and 
architectural character and adds positively to the 
local distinctiveness of the area. Inadequate 
justification has been provided for the demolition 
of the existing building, and as such its demolition 
would result in an unacceptable loss of a heritage 
asset and consequently would result in 
unacceptable harm to the character and 
appearance of the surrounding area, including the 
adjacent Regent’s Canal Conservation Area. 
Therefore, the proposal is contrary to policy CSP25 
(Historic Environment) of the Hackney Local  

 
Development Framework Core Strategy 2010; 
policies 7.4 (Local Character) and 7.8 (Heritage 
Assets and Archaeology) of the London Plan 
2011and the guidance provided in PPS5 - Planning 
for the Historic Environment.  
The proposal would result in the unacceptable loss 
of an operational public house which performs an 
important role providing a valuable amenity as a 
social and cultural centre for the local community. 
As such, the proposal would be contrary to 
policies 3.1 (Ensuring Equal Life Chances for All), 
3.16 (Protection and Enhancement of Social 
Infrastructure), 4.8 (Supporting a successful and 
diverse retail sector) and 7.1 (Building London's 
neighbourhoods and communities) of the London 
Plan 2011”.  
It is so refreshing to have the planners view an 
application of this sort in the same way as the 
customers and local residents. Too often we hear 
that the area is over-pubbed, as an excuse for 
closure/change of use. Lack of custom most 
certainly could not be used in reference to the 
Wenlock, which if anything is too busy at times.  
What will happen next - is the pub safe? Hopefully 
the above rulings will make it so.           Steve Bury    
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The 5th Sawbridgeworth 
CAMRA Beer Festival 

he Fifth Sawbridgeworth CAMRA Beer 
Festival was held at the Memorial Hall, 
Sawbridgeworth, from Thursday 27th October 

to Saturday 29th October 2011 
This festival was formerly 
known as HEBFest, but 

following discussions with 
the Gate licensees, Tom 

and Gary Barnett have 
agreed to us using the place 
name, as their brewpub’s 

August Bank Holiday festival had 
previously been known by the same name. 
The range of thirty-five beers was from all over 
England, though with several of the most local 
brews, such as Sawbridgeworth and Green Tye. 
The two Allgates beers from Wigan were again 
several people’s favourites. The Sawbridgeworth 
Coal Shovel Porter, which came second in the 
Herts blind beer tasting, was also very well 
received. Brenda and Michael East savoured the 
range, Barbara enthused, ”Even though I am not a 
beer drinker, I am enjoying some excellent beers!” 
The festival was extended to a third day for the first 
time, which Rob Cherry, the Festival Organiser, 
said, “The Thursday evening session has proved 
extremely popular!” 
Most of the staff looked very smart in the new 
Branch polo shirts, all with our logo but in a 
choice of colours. Visitors from another CAMRA 
branch said that this was a very civilised small 
festival, with great food supplied by Simon the 
Pieman. 
We had some young converts to real ale in on 
Friday night. A group of lads from St. Mary’s 
Football Club, Bishop’s Stortford came in, dressed 
as old codgers. When I questioned them on this, 
they said that they dressed like that to fit in, as 
most real ale drinkers were of an older generation! 
They said that they were recently lager drinkers, 
but for the past few months they had been using 
The Wheatsheaf, Bishop’s Stortford as their local, 
and they now love their real ale. 
They certainly sampled plenty at our festival! The 
festival was again enjoyed by many drinkers, both 
local and from further afield. 

Chris Sears, Publicity Officer, Herts and Essex 
Borders Branch 

 

 
Below: The main festival hall Saturday eveming 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below: The recent ‘Old codgers’ beer converts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More CAMRA beer deals in St 
Albans 

n the last edition of Pints of View (249) we 
listed the St Albans pubs and others in the 
county that are giving reduced prices per pint to 

card holding CAMRA members. This has inspired 

more pubs in the City to do deals, with The White 
Hart Hotel and the Spotted Bull joining the list.  
Revised list of St Albans pubs offering a discount 

to CAMRA members: 
Garibaldi 
Goat Inn 
Hare and Hounds 
Spotted Bull 
Duke of Marlborough 
White Lion 
White Hart Hotel 
If you are not a CAMRA member this is another 
reason to join using the membership form on the 
back cover of this edition. 

T
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his visit had been eagerly awaited since 
April, when RSB began production at its new 
premises near Berkhamsted. The new 

alliance of Red Squirrel and Cellarmaster Wines 
finally felt ready, and in October opened its doors 
to CAMRA for a joint visit of South Herts and Mid 
Chilterns branches. We were welcomed at the 
purpose-built unit by Head 
Brewer Gary Hayward and 
Sales Director Greg 
Blesson, who 
immediately gave us 
beer, which was a 
promising start. The multi-award winning London 
Porter and the redesigned RSX were given critical 
appraisal as members from both branches mingled 
and were content.  
Did I say redesigned RSX? Yes. Some of you will 
have noticed it is no longer the light, hoppy, 
flowery beer many of us loved but has become a 
classic English style bitter, light chestnut brown 
with full malty taste and lightly hopped floral 
aroma — an excellent brew. The change was 
necessary after the introduction earlier this year of 
Red Tail, the new golden beer in the range. When 
considered with the also new occasional summer 
brew, Red Tail Citra, they were just too similar to 
co-exist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moving to the Potten End site gave Gary the 
freedom to design the layout to his specification 
and already output has more than doubled and 
plans are in the pipeline to facilitate further 
increased production when required. The sales 
team is busy finding new outlets for Squirrel beers, 
and they are now much more widely available. 
This has given Gary the time to focus totally on the 
business he loves; that of brewing and developing 
beers, and on training his assistant. 
Having demolished the best part of two firkins it 
was time to move on, which we did; to visit some 
pubs in the Mid Chilterns area we get to less 
frequently than we might. No boring list of where 
we went, suffice to say the beer was mostly very 
good. Although I will mention the highlight in  

 

 
many an opinion was the Rising Sun in 
Berkhamsted, which is featured on the front cover 
of the CAMRA Good Beer Guide 2012 and had a 
wonderful range of beers, ciders and perries, and a 
discount for card carrying members. For many of 
us, the winner for food was the Crown and Sceptre 
at Briden’s Camp after which, it was time for the 
weary travellers to head for home and more beer 
no doubt, in their respective locals. A good day 
methinks and many thanks to Gary and to Greg for 
their time and generosity. 

Brian Page 
Below: A motley CAMRA crew with brewer Gary 
in centre standing, and with Greg to his right 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below: Later, all in quick to the Rising Sun in 
Berkhamsted 
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The Farmers Boy 
134 London Road, St Albans, AL1 1PQ, Tel: 01727 860535 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Family run pub, with St. Albans’ only micro brewery, selling our own Clipper IPA 

and Farmers Joy ale, both brewed on the premises. 
 

Also stocked is Fuller’s London Pride, plus other guest ales. Wide range of 

bottled beers with a good selection of Belgian beers. 
 

Extensive menu of home cooked food, including our famous home made,  
hand-chopped chunky chips.  

 

Pleasantly laid out Beer Garden and a damn fine welcome for all those who enjoy a 

decent pint! 

 
Five real ales, including 
a weekly guest ale. 

 
Verulam microbrewery 

on site, having recently 
been restored.  Own 
ales regularly stocked. 

 

 

New Menu, with food 

now served all day. 
 

 Live music every 
Thursday with 

occasional weekends. 
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his newsletter reached the milestone of being 
published for 35 years in July.  Having 
started in 1976 the then South Hertfordshire 

Newsletter ran a monthly publication until Jan 
1978 of nineteen copies. In 
February 1978 the 
newsletter changed its 
name to the Hertfordshire 
Newsletter, and re-started 
at No 1 - so actually we 
have 269 editions. In the 
beginning all the copy was 
written up on a typewriter 
and photocopied onto an 
A3 sheet and folded into a 
four page A4.  June 1979 
No 17 was the first typeset copy and No. 22 (Nov 
1979) saw the first photographs (black & white of 
course) accompanying an article on the recent 
Young’s brewery trip written by Gary Grey and 

Steve Bury.  No 26 (March 
1980) saw our first 
advertisement taken by 
Hughes, David & partners of 
Chelmsford estate agents 
selling licensed property. In 
June 1980 No 29 was the 
first pub ad for the Crooked 
Billet, Colney Heath. Some 
of the members were very 
uncomfortable about the 
newsletter having any 

advertising from anyone, worrying about CAMRA’s 
independence being compromised and some 
editions still did not contain advertising.  
Sometimes there was plenty of copy and the first 
six page edition was No 46 Dec 1981. 
Edition 100 was printed on 
green paper and edition No 
111 was printed with 
reduced size copy to fit 
onto a smaller sheet which 
was not at all popular. The 
newsletter went bi-monthly 
in Feb 1988 (edition 107). 
By this time we were 
having the newsletter 
professionally printed by 
John Hughes who had a 
press in Welwyn Garden City, and adopted its 
current A5 size in Feb 1997 (edition 161). 

 

 
For again unknown 
reasons Roger Filler the 
then editor had edition 
177 Oct/Nov 1999 
printed in blue. The front 
cover heralded another 
successful St Albans Beer 
Festival. 
Edition 180 Apr/May 2000 
saw a name change to 
Pints of View instigated by 
Roger Filler then co- 
editor with myself 
producing alternate copies.  
Edition 200 Aug/Sept 2003 was a special occasion 
with Roger Filler arranging for Pints of View to 
have its first full colour cover on gloss paper which 

showed a resplendent 
McMullen’s Victorian Brew 
house. The headlines were 
that after a year of 
uncertainty Mac’s had been 
saved.  It came at a high 
price after internal 
problems within the family 
their property portfolio had 
been sold including the 
new brewery built in the 
1980’s and 17 acres of land 
adjoining. Following 

changes to the taxation based on brewing capacity 
the Victorian brewery was also closed and the 
“Whole Hop” brewery constructed opposite. The 

back page contained an advertisement for the St 
Albans Beer Festival with the now famous/ 
infamous Boudica Logo inspired by Madonna 
saying that she loved English 
pubs and drank Timothy 
Taylors Landlord. She was 
playing lady of the manor with 
Guy Ritchie at the time.   
The coloured covers started 
regularly with edition 206 
Aug/Sept 2004 showing Phil 
Defriez presenting giant 
cheques (the size not the 
amounts) to the beer festival 
charity beneficiaries. Edition 207 was printed 
completely on gloss paper and 217 Jun/July 2006 
was our first newsletter to be colour throughout 
and featured the new McMullen brewery opening.    

T

CAMRA Local Feature 
 CAMRA Hertfordshire Newsletter 250 - or is it? 



 

19 

 
Pints of View - The Editors Roll of Honour: 

Les Middlewood is still active in South Herts 
branch, the present McMullen BLO (Brewery 
Liaison Officer), a keen local historian and expert 
on the pubs of Hertford past and present. 

Nick Page — editor, mistakenly 
believed to be the model* for 
the silhouette logo for the 1980 
Hertfordshire Beer Festival in 
the then Hatfield Polytechnic. 
Left St Albans in the late 1980s 
and now lives in New Zealand 
where he is an active real ale 
campaigner. 

Dave Burns - was the driving force in South 
Hertfordshire CAMRA throughout the 1970s and 
80s. Dave had been secretary and Chair of the 
branch, editing two Hertfordshire Beer Guides and 
the Hertfordshire newsletter. He was very active 
with other branches and regularly attended the 
national AGM. He was also committed to the 
Great British Beer Festival where he was a bar 
manager for many years, as well as being a key 
member of the team that organised the 
Hertfordshire Beer festivals of 1978and 1979. He 
tragically died in 1995 aged 45 and the South 
Hertfordshire CAMRA has presented the Dave 
Burns Memorial Award for services to real ale in 
his honour since 1997. 

Cathy Totman was a member of North Herts 
branch. Sadly I do not have any more details as to 
what she is doing now. 
Martyn Cornell - Journalist and historian, writer of 
many historical articles for the newsletter. 
Peter Lerner - member of CAMRA’s national 
executive and a keen member of the pub 
preservation group lived and worked in St Albans 
for many years but has now moved to West 
London. 
Roger Protz - editor of the CAMRA Good Beer 
Guide and many other publications, prolific beer 
writer and a St Albans resident. Roger is still a 
regular contributor to Pints of View. 
Bob Norrish - another of South Hertfordshire’s 
long time activists. Major player in the Campaign’s 
10th Anniversary celebrations, organizing the fancy 
dress three legged pub crawl and other activities. 
Originally living in Harpenden he has now moved 
to Markyate. 

Nadine Fynne - Lived in Royston, her claim to 
fame being that her uncle was on the Greene King 
board.  

 
Moray Taylor lived and worked in Harpenden 
before his job relocated to Yorkshire. He is still 
active within CAMRA and in regular contact with 
this branch, and we meet with him at least 
annually at the CAMRA AGM and St Albans Beer 
Festival.   
Bill Austin is a long time active campaigner from 
Watford & District branch where he has been 
Chair, and held many other posts. He raises money 
through CAMRA national fundraising, is a member 
of the CAMRA beer tasting panel and has been one 
of the judges on the Champion Beer of Britain on 
many occasions. He is also one of the CAMRA top 
40 campaigners.  

Eric Sim was proof reader and organized the 
layout of the newsletter with the printers. He also 
arranged distribution. Chair of South Hertfordshire 
branch and Financial Secretary for many years 
until his retirement when he moved to Kings 
Walden.  Very active in the 70s and 80s involved 
in the 78-79-80 Hatfield Beer Festivals the two 
Dacorum Festivals and the Potters Bar beer and 
Jazz festival. Eric is a holder of a Dave Burns 
Memorial Award.   
Steve Bury - still editor today. Chair of South Herts 
branch for nine years and has held many other 
posts in the branch. Holds the Dave Burns 
Memorial Award and has recently been elected by 
the national membership as one of CAMRA’s 40 
top campaigners. 
Roger Filler - editor of two Hertfordshire real ale 
guides as well as the newsletter and instigated the 
change of name to Pints of View. Roger always 
looked for improvement in the publication and its 
contents, and loved the more humorous public 
interest type articles.  Roger lives in Welwyn 
Garden City but is soon to embark on a two year 
trip around the UK’s inland watererways. 

John Kemp - although I myself have officially been 
sole editor for many years, John has made the 
biggest impact on the newsletter. He is the person 
that takes all my copy and articles and lays out the 
newsletter, placing the advertisements and 
arranges all the graphics and photographs. It was 
John that persuaded the branch to finance the full 
colour editions, using funds raised at the St Albans 
Beer Festival. 
John Green - is our proof reader and also compiles 
our beer festival prize crossword. John is one of 
the longest standing members of the campaign, 
was CAMRA’s first national membership secretary 
and CAMRA’s first full time employee. 

CAMRA Local Feature 
 

*It was in fact Rich Page, who did newsletter artwork 
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John Bishop - generates all our advertising. It has 
been a decision not to allow advertising to 
overpower or drown the copy.  This of course 
means that the newsletter has to be subsidized as 
mentioned above.  
The newsletter is now an all-Hertfordshire venture 
since contributions from North Herts started again 
in 2007, joining South Herts, Herts Essex borders 
and Watford & District branches of CAMRA. Mid 
Chilterns branch, which covers part of West Herts 
produces their own newsletter - the “Tapler”. 
A copy of every edition of our newsletter is 
available at the Hertfordshire Archive Library in 
County Hall, Hertford.  To celebrate the 250th 
edition John Kemp has scanned every copy and all 
our newsletters are now available online, so the 
local history of the Campaign in Hertfordshire will 
now be easily accessible.  
The editorial team are striving to continually 
improve “Pints of View” and we now print and 
distribute 8,500 copies (in 1981 it was 4,500) and I 
am looking forward to continuing editing the 
newsletter. We always welcome and publish 
readers’ contributions and accept constructive 
criticism. So please tell us, as well as everyone else 
down the pub, what you the Hertfordshire drinker 
thinks.            Steve Bury, Editor 
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Harpenden Beer Festival — setting the record 
straight 
Over the last month or two there has been a 
certain amount of inaccurate reporting in the local 
press about CAMRA’s involvement with the 
Harpenden Beer Festival. Please allow me to put 
the record straight. 
The South Hertfordshire branch of CAMRA ran two 
beer festivals in Harpenden in 2009 and 2010, 
with the full support of Harpenden Town Council. 
These were a great success and proved that there is 
a true demand for real ale in the town. 
The second festival was marred by some 
opposition from a handful of misguided local 
publicans who wrongly viewed the festival as a 
threat to their trade, rather than as an opportunity 
to boost it. We were also faced with a number of 
other local, last minute pressures, such as demands 
for inappropriately high levels of security and 
plastic glasses, which made the festival much more 
difficult to stage. 
Although this dampened the enthusiasm of some 
of our volunteers, I can assure readers that this was 
not the reason that we were unable to run the 
festival this year. Nor, as has been wrongly implied 
in the local press, were there any financial 
pressures upon us. After the second festival we 
reluctantly came to the conclusion that we do not, 
as an organisation run entirely by volunteers, 
currently have the human resources necessary to 
run two festivals per year. As I am sure readers will 
know, we also hold a much larger festival in St 
Albans every year. There will therefore not be 
another CAMRA festival in Harpenden for the 
foreseeable future but we shall keep this under 
review. 
I was very pleased to see that, despite their 
opposition to the CAMRA festival, some local 
licensees decided to organise their own festival 
this year, following the much needed impetus our 
festivals have given to real ale in Harpenden. 
CAMRA had no part in the organisation of this 
festival. I hope that this new enthusiasm will 
translate into a better deal for Harpenden real ale 
drinkers than at present. On a recent trip around  
Harpenden pubs, the range of real ales on offer 
was extremely limited and the quality of the beer 
in some was poor, with the beer sent back on three 
occasions. There is clearly therefore much work 
still to be done to bring many of the pubs in 
Harpenden up to the high standards of beer range  

 
 
and quality more readily available in other towns 
nearby. 
Finally may I assure everyone that CAMRA South 
Herts branch is fully committed to supporting all 
pubs and licensees in Harpenden who share our 
goal to supply and enjoy high quality real ale. 

Phil Defriez, Chairman, CAMRA South Herts 
Branch 

Don’t Like Plastic 
I thought your readers and lovers of cask ale would 
like to be for warned. Do not venture into the 
Mutual Friend on Stevenage home football days as 
all you will be offered to drink from are plastic 
cups, need I say more eeyuck!   

John Reed 

Ed Says: I contacted the Our Mutual Friend, 
currently in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide, and 
they assured me (as I had expected) that it is the 
licensing authorities who insist on plastic glasses 
when football matches are being played at the 
Stevenage Town ground. They have two choices - 
use plastic glasses or close. I am sure that the 
football supporters including John and all their 
other customers would prefer the first option.  
 
Watford Bars 
Further to your note in Down Your Way re 
Molloy’s, whilst the Moon Under Water was 
closed for refurbishment (about time too) I have 
spent quite a lot of time in this bar. It is operated 
by the Stonegate Pub Co of Birmingham. They 
have five handpumps in constant use, and seem 
very keen to promote real ale — “Taste before you 
buy” and currently “Buy five pints — get the sixth 
one free”. Beer prices range from £2.50 to £2.75 
and beers that have been recently available 
included : Black Sheep Bitter, Sharp’s Doombar, 
Bass Red Triangle, Wells Bombardier, Marston’s 
Pedigree/EPA (English Pale Ale), Wychwood 
Hobgoblin and Fuller’s London Pride at £2.85. 
Staff are friendly and helpful- the only downside 
being raucous canned pop/Irish “music”; TV 
screens in every corner —sound off (I imagine 
sound on for footy).   
Also in the Parade, a trendy (?) cafe bar — Modello 
run by Atmosphere Clubs and Bars of Milton 
Keynes now serves cask beer St Austell Tribute, 
Sharp’s Doombar, Fuller’s ESB and London Pride  
and “would you like the sparkler on or off”. Prices 
between £2.80 and £3. Yates’s, Columbia Press 
and the Moon Under Water continue to offer cask 
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ale.   
Yates’s is run by Town & Country Pub Co of Luton 
and serve Yates’s Best (Wells) and Bombardier at 
£2.30 and £2.50, no loud music or TV at 
lunchtime.  
Columbia Press and The Moon Under Water are 
run by J D Wetherspoon plc of Watford and sell 
their standard range of Ruddles Best, Greene King 
Abbot Ale and Fuller’s London Pride. Columbia 
press serves one guest at £2.30 and the Moon five 
between £2.35 and £2.65. Both have just been 
refurbished so we will see how they settle down. 
There are now five Bars — hardly pubs —in the 
Parade Upper High Street with over twenty 
handpumps in regular use, selling fifteen different 
real ales - all at £3 or less! Not paradise but better 
than of old. 

Peter Booth 
Ed Says: At this point can I remind readers that we 
print a disclaimer in each edition “The views 
expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily 
those of the editor the Hertfordshire CAMRA 
branches or CAMRA Ltd”. It’s quite a while since 
we have heard from Peter and I don’t visit the pubs 
of Watford very often but have been in the area 
more regularly of late. I visited a Greene King pub 
just off the High Street and in my view the pumps 
needed cleaning (dead yeast in the glass) and had 
a very lacklustre pint in one of the pubs mentioned 
above. I will say that Moons have the best range 
and quality in Watford High Street in my 
experience. 
 
Beer Diet not on the National Health 
I was born at St. Georges Hospital, Westminster 
now the Lanesborough Hotel, Grosvenor Place. 
Back in 1875 they had a liquid diet of beer and 
lots of it! 
The first resident Medical Superintendent at St 
George's Hospital was appointed in 1875, 
responsible for the welfare of staff and 
patients.  The patients were well fed, receiving 
meat, cheese and bread, though no fish or 
vegetables, and 3 pints of beer daily.  Those on a 
liquid diet received a pint of warm beer every hour 
during the day and a half pint every hour during 
the night.  However, by the turn of the century, 
beer had been discontinued as part of the standard 
diet. 
That's 12 pints by day and 6 during the night, 18 
pints every24 hours — so that’s126 pints per week 

 
 
per patient on the liquid diet. Must have been a lot 
of work for the cellarman and chambermaid! 
This is over 250 units a week, so not only did they 
have 24 hour drinking, being woken up 
throughout the night to drink the next dose, these 
patients in today’s terms were the epitome of 
heavy drinkers, with their intake around 10 times 
our government guidelines! 

Rob Strachan 
Ed says: Prior to proper clean water being 
provided, which was not until long after the turn of 
the 19/20th century, an entirely different attitude 
was adopted towards beer. Beer was the only safe 
option, with cholera, typhus and many other 
waterborne parasites such as worms being 
prevalent. As we know real beer is part of a 
healthy diet and full of nutrients. 
 
Fighting Cocks myth legend and facts  
The date when the Fighting Cocks was built was 
certainly after the dissolution of St Albans Abbey in 
1539, but in fact many years later. The date is 
given in a record of 1622 which states as follows:- 
William Preston deposes that on the 25th July, in 
the two and fortieth year of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth [i.e.1600] one Humfrey Leeke was 
"seized of a pightle or parcel of ground in or near 
St. Albans containing a rod [acre] of land by 
estimation and in consideration of a competent 
sum of lawful English money did grant the same 
unto [Preston's] father for the full term of one 
hundred and one years under the yearly rent of 
two pence payable upon the Feast day of Saint 
James the Apostle, "and that hIs father, Thomas 
Preston," then bought an old pigeon house, and 
pulled the same down and erected it upon the said 
pightle and afterwards put up, a chimney and 
made thereof a tenement which is now called the 
Round House." 
So the "Fighting Cocks" was built between 1600 
and 1622. The details of the octagonal timber 
framed structure as a pigeon house have been 
discussed but it is difficult to accept that the cellar 
on which the building sits is anything other than 
one built for the building on top. If so, then all talk 
of the cellar being the remains of one of the Abbey 
gates and monk’s fishing lodge, so often repeated 
must be disregarded. 
If cock fighting took place then the shape of the 
building is ideal and was one used in some 
surviving purpose-built cockpits. (E.g. the fine  
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example at Wrexham, Powys). Cocks certainly 
never fought in that part of the pub called the 
cockpit - a Nineteenth Century addition.  
When the building first became an alehouse is 
unknown, as unfortunately no early alehouse 
licence records survive for the Borough of St 
Albans. The Fighting Cocks does not appear in the 
returns made to the government in 1756, on the 
provision at licensed premises for the billeting of 
troops. The name is recorded in 1807 in the 
records of the Quarter Sessions of the Borough4. 
In 1835 The Cruelty to Animals Act, which 
abolished cock fighting, was passed. Was it to 
disassociate the house from this sport that the sign 
was changed to the Counting House, against 
which it appears in the 1841 census? 
Whatever the reason, it soon reverted to the old 
sign. In 1860 a guide book calls it the "Three 
Fighting Cocks”5. In 1902 it is recorded that "The 
hanging sign has of late years become pictorial. 
On one side the Cocks are to be seen, a whirling 
mass of contention and on the other the victor 
stands proudly over the prostrate body of the 
vanquished, and indulges in a triumphant crow." 
The sign was repainted in the early nineteenth 
century for in 1925 it was stated that "the signs 
respectively of The Fighting Cocks and Postboys at 
St. Albans, during the past ten years, have been 
repainted by Mr. William Webster Hoare."6 The 
artist had an eventful career. Born in Faversham, 
Kent in 1841 he emigrated to Australia in c.1860 
where he worked as a medical dispenser and as an 
artist recording animal and botanical specimens 
most notably on the Port Darwin expedition in 
1869. In I892 he retired and returned to England. 
He died at Ramsgate, Kent in 19277. Perhaps the 
new tenant will have the hanging sign repainted as 
the current one is in a disgraceful condition (1) Nat 
Archives C 3/373/6, 1622 - The pleadings in a 
Chancery suit. Preston v Marston (2) A small field 
or enclosure; a paddock, a close — OED (3) 
Albrow, J.E. ed by Goad, K., 1985 The Fighting 
Cocks, St Albans. The evidence for considering the 
octagonal super-structure was originally a pigeon 
house. St Albans and Hertfordshire Architectural 
and Archaeological Society (1985) Note 6 (copy in 
Reference Section St Albans Library) 
references:- 
4In 1818, of the 16 alehouses in the Abbey Parish 
the Fighting Cocks had the fifteenth lowest rate 
assessment of £5. The lowest was the 

 
 
Green Man on Romeland Hill (£4) and the highest 
the Kings Arms, George Street (£16). 
5Pinks. W. J., Country Trips: A Series of Descriptive 
Visits to Places of Interest In Various Parts of 
England. Vol. I. London, (1860), 25 
6Richardson, A. E. & Eberlein, H. D., The English 
Inn Past & Present, Batsford (1925), 201 
7Dictionary of Australian Artists Online - 
http://www.daao.org.au/bio/william-webster-
hoare/#artist_biography 

Chris Saunders 
Ed Says: Thanks for all this additional information 
about the Fighting Cocks. Glad to know that it is a 
myth that the building was moved in 1539 which 
seemed very strange to me. The claim that Oliver 
Cromwell stayed here is still in contention and I 
have heard mention of the pigeon house or 
dovecot, which again explains the shape of part of 
the building. If the genuine date the pub was built 
is between 1600 and 1622 then is it really the 
oldest in the UK? 
 
Hertford & Stortford MP’s View 
Recently active CAMRA members have been 
writing to their MP’s asking for their views and 
support for reforms to Pub Companies leasing 
arrangements which are in many cases not good 
for either the customer or the licensee. Self-
regulation has failed miserably as we expected, so 
the request is that MPs support legislation to bring 
about change. This is one reply: 
“Thank you for taking the time to contact me about 
the future of British pubs. I have always believed 
that the pub plays a crucial role in community life 
and am dismayed at the current rate of closure. 
Unlike the previous administration, supporting 
community pubs is not an issue that this 
Government will consider as an afterthought. The 
Government recognises that local pubs are part of 
the fabric of local life and an important source of 
enterprise, business and community action. 
For these reasons, I know that the Government is 
carefully considering the recommendations made 
in the Business Select Committee Pub Company 
Report and no doubt it will respond in due course. 
I would, however, like to take this opportunity to 
draw your attention to the important measures that 
this Government has taken to support the industry, 
especially individual local pubs: 

• Introducing a community right to buy: new rights 
through the Localism Bill will enable residents to  
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save struggling pubs by taking them over rather 
than seeing them empty and derelict. 

• Reviewing the rules on unfair restrictive 
covenants: these rules have often restricted 
competition and helped contribute to the 
disappearance of pubs from our towns and 
villages. 

• A ban on the sale of alcohol below cost price: 
this will help protect local pubs from unfair loss 
leading by some supermarkets. 

• Reforming licensing rules: these reforms will 
make it easier to play live music in pubs and this 
should help pub owners attract new business. 

• Fair taxation on alcohol: having already 
abandoned the last administration’s proposals for 
a significant increase in cider duty, the 
Government is balancing the need to tackle 
problem drinking without unfairly penalising 
responsible drinkers and community pubs. 
The doubling of small business rate relief for 
another year: the Government has doubled small 
business rate relief for two years and is also 
giving local councils new powers, via the 
Localism Bill, to introduce local business rate 
discounts. 

As you are already aware, the Prime Minister has 
also appointed Bob Neill MP as Minister 
responsible for community pubs. He meets 
regularly with industry representatives, such as 
CAMRA, to explore what more the Government 
can do to protect the local pub and I am confident 
that he will continue to work hard to secure a 
better deal for pubs. 
Finally, you might be interested to know that 
British Pubs Week will start on 28th October. The 
event will see hundreds of pubs across the country 
inviting customers to join them for a week of 
special events and special offers to celebrate the 
important role that local pubs play in their 
community. I would encourage you to take part in 
this initiative and do all that you can to help 
protect our local pubs. 
I do hope that you have found this letter useful and 
thank you again for taking the time to contact me. 

Yours sincerely, Mark Prisk MP” 
Ed Says:  What a fantastic letter. Let’s blame the 
last government first, then Mark says he will 
consider the Business select Committee report but 
omits to say whether he supports it or not. The 
right of the community to buy their local pub, yes 
maybe but at market price, probably not. 

 
 
Restrictive covenants are still with us so the review 
is not completed. The ban on the sale of alcohol 
below cost price has not saved a single pub, as 
they are still charged exorbitant prices for their 
beer by their suppliers through the tied house 
system. For Fair Tax, Mark did not sign the EDM 
Early Day Motion to get rid of the beer duty 
escalator, which automatically puts inflation 
beating increases in the tax on beer at every 
budget. Who does he think he is kidding? 
Community pubs are still penalised by this tax 
regime. Then he mentions support for British Pubs 
Week which started 28th October. This has the 
twang of the Big Society about it - don’t forget to 
do your bit whilst I do nothing. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any comments, articles or letters for 
publication are welcome. Please send to: 
Steve Bury, 14 New Road, Shenley, Herts, 

WD7 9EA. Or send an Email to us at: 
pintsofview@hotmail.co.uk 

THE LORDSHIP ARMS 
Repeat Herts Pub of the Year Winner 

The Inn In The Sticks 
Benington, Nr Stevenage 

 

 
 

REAL ALE OASIS FOR THE 
 DISCERNING DRINKER 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Crouch Vale Brewer’s Gold 

Black Sheep Best      Taylor’s Landlord 
Plus 5 changing guest beers from Independent 

& Micro Breweries including a mild, stout or porter 
Also Traditional Cider 

 

See our fine selection of current & coming beers 
online 

 

Lunchtime Snacks 
Curry Night every Wednesday £7.00 
Two Course Sunday Roast £12.00 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Classic Car meetings May to September 
 

Tel 01438 869665          www.lordshiparms.co.uk 
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Completed entries by 14 January 2012 
to: Steve Bury, 14 New Road, Shenley, 
Herts, WD7 9EA. 
1st winner drawn wins a CAMRA 2012 
Good Beer Guide. Photocopies are 
acceptable. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACROSS 
  5   Black and wool e.g. in Masham 
  8   Hertfordshire’s oldest brewer 
  9   Could be a pub or celestial being 
10   One before you go, or hat for bed 
11   Get drinks for circle of friends  
14   Consumed but not drink 
16   On Trent the home of British brewing 
17   Meets and welcomes 
18   Dark beer from Norfolk 
20   Pot less or boracic as Del boy might say 
24   Drink offered to gods 
25   Weizen, when used in beer is said to give head  
       retention 
26   Brains James never red 
27   Honey based draught drinks 

DOWN 
  1   Go man and join the others 
  2   Narcissus thought this was important 
  3   On the roof or pay for drinks later 
  4   Leave the trap Ed 
  6   Bad head next day 
  7   This is for ever 
12   Free in Egypt 
13   What is expected of a royal flag 
14   Girls name 
15   Ovoid chicken produce 
19   Green or black belonging to Popeye’s girlfriend 
21   Be careful fish fornicate in this 
22   Apples not pears make this 
22   Electronically the positive pole 

Pints of View Prize Crossword - By Steve Bury 

Your 
Name:…………………………………... 
 
………….....……………………………. 

Your  
Address:……...…...….……….……...… 
 
……………………...……………….….. 
 
……………………………….…...…...... 

Your 
Postcode:…………….………………...  

Winners of Beer Name Prize Sudoku in  
Pints of View edition 249: 

Peter Ford, Dane End, Herts. 
Our thanks go to all who entered 

SOLUTION TO RIGHT: 
 

Subscriptions for Pints of View 

£8 for 18 issues. Send to: John Lightfoot, 66 
Dryfield Road, Edgware, Middx., HA8 9JT.  

Cheques payable to: CAMRA South Herts. 
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 business trip has brought me to Wellington 
in New Zealand where I can report the 
traditional hand-pump is currently 

somewhat fashionable amongst local aficionados 
of quality beer.  In Wellington I have found 4 
establishments with bars proudly sporting the 
familiar beer engines alongside a large array of keg 
fonts: Tap Haus, Hashigo Zaki, Malthouse, and the 
Hop Garden - plus I’ve heard there may even be a 
couple more.  Most hand-pumps are, I’m told, 
connected to “bags” (the terminology used by the 
bar staff I’ve spoken to) and - while not pasteurised 
or filtered - the secondary fermentation mainly 
occurs in vats before the beer is racked off to the 
final vessel.  I believe that, depending on the level 
of active yeast in the “bag", this could very well be 
classified as real ale by CAMRA guidelines - it is 
somewhat like the “bright” real ale you can buy in 
polypins.  There are some breweries who do 
produce beers that undergo a full secondary 
fermentation in firkins (or similar containers), but 
this is uncommon and usually done for one-off 
specials.  The one brewery I’ve heard of that that 
does exclusively produce cask conditioned beer 
here is Twisted Hop.  Unfortunately it is in the 
Christchurch earthquake “red zone" and currently 
out of action. 
Brewing methodology & nit-picking aside - the 
hand-pump beers I’ve had the pleasure to try here 
are generally great.  Most wouldn’t be out of place 
in good real ale pubs back in the UK.  Townshend 
Bandsman (3.7%) and Cassels & Sons Best Bitter 
(4.3%) are examples of quite traditional English-
style beers here - a bit of a home-away-from-home 
for the British ale drinker perhaps.  Yeastie Boys 
Red Rackham (7.2%) would fit in comfortably 
amongst some of the better barley-wines I’ve tried 
and Tuatara Porter (5%) is rather good.  However, 
the stand out hand-pulled beer for me so-far is the 
Cassels Milk Stout (5.2%) - if I had it in a pub in 
the UK it’d have earned them a 5 for their NBSS 
(National Beer Scoring System) scores. 
I’ve even managed to find a beer festival here in 
Wellington.  Hashigo Zaki’s “Pacific Beer Expo” - 
as you might imagine this was quite unlike one of 
our CAMRA festivals.  The majority of beers were 
in-line carbonated for one thing.  I did find two 
beers on gravity.  Alas, one was infected and the 
staff didn’t seem sure what to do with it, so they 
continued serving the beer! (The brewer 
apologised after the event).  Brewers and drinkers 
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People, Pubs and Places 

 Postcard from Wellington - New Zealand 

Right:  
Hand-pumps in 
Hashigo Zaki 

Below: Just another bar in the UK? No, it's Tap 
Haus in New Zealand! 

Below: A very different beer festival - but a familiar 
shaped item on the bottom-right. 

Right:  
The Yeastie Boys xeRRex 
dressed up for the 
occasion. 
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face the same problems here as they do back in 
the UK it seems.  The other gravity beer I tried at 
the festival was something else entirely, Yeastie 
Boys xeRRex (10%)... made from 100% heavy 
peated malt.  I did enjoy it, like I enjoy Islay 
whiskys, but that was the end of my beer taste 
buds for the afternoon. 
British cask ale drinkers will find Wellington home 
to both the familiar and unfamiliar.  A good range 
of cask-style (I’ll call them) beers alongside plenty 
of very good craft beer taking after current 
American craft brewing fashions (quite a few beers 
available are actually US imports) - there’s also 
loads of dull fizzy beer to be found if you walk 
into the “wrong” bar.  For lovers of great beer in 
general Wellington is an excellent destination - the 
sheer range of craft brews available in a very small 
area on any given evening is difficult to 
comprehend.  In addition to the bars with hand-
pumps I mentioned above, Wellington also has 
Bruhaus, Little Beer Quarter, and the Fork & 
Brewery (which has its own micro-brewery) and 
perhaps more I haven’t heard about yet. 
I’m “stuck” here for six more weeks.  I’m sure 
there’s much more I’ll discover about beer in New 
Zealand, and I may even find some clarifications 
and corrections if I can find a brewer or two to 
have a chat with.  If so I’ll be certain to prepare a 
report for the next Pints of View. 

Yvan Seth CAMRA North Herts Branch 
 

Drunken Elk Found in Apple 
Tree 

er Johansson, from Saro in southern Sweden 
got a shock when he found a drunken elk 
stuck in his 

neighbour's apple tree. 
The animal was 
apparently on the hunt 
for fermenting apples 
when she lost her 
balance and became 
trapped in the tree. He 
called the emergency 
services, who helped him free the boozed-up beast 
by sawing off branches. She spent the night 
recovering in the garden and then took herself off 
into the woods with her hangover. 
It is not unusual to see elk, or moose as they are 
known in North America, drunk in Sweden during 
autumn, when there are plenty of apples about. 
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Understanding Derivatives - A 
Primer 

arion is the proprietor of a bar in 
Borehamwood. 
She realizes that virtually all of her 

customers are unemployed alcoholics and as such, 
can no longer afford to patronize her bar. To solve 
this problem, she comes up with a new marketing 
plan that allows her customers to drink now but 
pay later. Marion keeps track of the drinks 
consumed on a ledger (thereby granting her 
customers loans). 
Word gets around about Marion's "drink now, pay 
later" marketing strategy and as a result, increasing 
numbers of customers flood into Marion's bar. 
Soon she has the largest sales volume for any bar 
in Hertfordshire. 
By providing her customers freedom from 
immediate payment demands 
Marion gets no resistance when, at regular 
intervals, she substantially increases her prices for 
wine and beer, the most popular consumed 
beverages. 
Consequently, Marion’s gross sales volume 
increases massively. 
A young and dynamic vice-president at the local 
bank recognizes that these customer debts 
constitute valuable future assets and increases 
Marion's borrowing limit. 
He sees no reason for any undue concern, since he 
has the debts of the unemployed alcoholics as 
collateral! 
At the bank's corporate headquarters, expert 
traders figure a way to make huge commissions 
and transform these customer loans into 
DRINKBONDS. 
These "securities" are then bundled and traded on 
the International Securities markets. 
Naive investors don't really understand that the 
securities being sold to them as "AA" "Secured 
Bonds" really are debts of unemployed alcoholics. 
Nevertheless, the bond prices continuously climb 
and the securities soon become the hottest-selling 
items for some of the nation's leading brokerage 
houses. 
One day, even though the bond prices still are 
climbing, a risk manager at the original local bank 
decides that the time has come to demand 
payment on the debts incurred by the drinkers at 
Marion's bar. He so informs Marion who suddenly 
demands payment from her alcoholic patrons, but 

 
being unemployed alcoholics they cannot pay 
back their drinking debts. 
Since Marion cannot fulfil her loan obligations she 
is forced into bankruptcy. The bar closes and 
Marion’s employees lose their jobs. 
Overnight, DRINKBOND prices drop by 98%. The 
collapsed bond asset value destroys the bank's 
liquidity and prevents it from issuing new loans, 
thus freezing credit and economic activity in the 
community. 
The suppliers of Marion's bar had granted her 
generous payment extensions and had invested 
their firms' pension funds in the BOND securities. 
They find they are now faced with having to write 
off her bad debt and with losing over 95% of the 
presumed value of the bonds. 
Her wine and spirit supplier also claims 
bankruptcy, closing the doors on a family business 
that had endured for three generations, her beer 
supplier is taken over by a competitor, who 
immediately closes the local microbrewery and 
lays off 150 workers. Fortunately though, the bank, 
the brokerage houses and their respective 
executives are saved and bailed out by a 
multibillion pound no-strings attached cash 
infusion from the government. 
The funds required for this bailout are obtained by 
new taxes levied on employed, middle-class, 
social drinkers who have never been in Marion’s 
bar. 
 

The Hertfordshire Pubs 
Database 

www.pubs.hertsale.org.uk 
 few years ago, the South Hertfordshire 
Branch of CAMRA decided that they 
wanted to keep a record of all of the pubs in 

their area. Not only that, we wanted to make it 
visible to our members and to the pub-going 
public. In short, we now have a web-based 
application covering all of the pubs in 
Hertfordshire. The link is: 
www.pubs.hertsale.org.uk where you will be able 
to search for pubs by location, by name, pubs with 
specific beers or with particular facilities such as 
lunchtime and evening meals, disabled access, 
dogs welcome etc. etc. You can also search for 
pubs using county and town maps and, once you 
have selected a pub, find its location on a map and 
get directions. Want to find pubs on a particular  
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bus route? Just enter the route number and you will 
see the pubs, either in a list or on a map — you 
choose. 
A new feature recently introduced is a mobile 
version. Open the Internet browser on your 
smartphone and enter the address above. This will 
let you search for pubs in Hertfordshire, by town, 
by name, pubs on a particular bus route and a new 
feature “Pubs Near Me” which will show you the 
pubs within 6 miles of your location. The site 
works on all phones which use a modern browser 
such as iPhones and Android phones. 
A number of other CAMRA branches are now 
using this system, including in Essex, Bedfordshire, 
Kent, Tyneside, Cumbria, Gwent, Newark and 
Norfolk.  
You too can do your bit in keeping the guide up-
to-date by e-mailing corrections, changes and 
suggestions to: pubs@hertsale.org.uk 
Let us know what you think. Happy hunting. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Christmas Crackers Beer 

Festival 

17
th

 – 24
th

 December 

 

7
th

 Birthday Party 

Sat 28
th

 January 

 
• 6+ Real Ales  

• Real Ciders & Perry 

• Taster trays 

• Real Log Fire  

• Pub Games 

• Bar Snacks All Day 

Long Lane, Heronsgate, Hertfordshire, WD3 5BS 

01923 282226  

R4 Bus Direct from Watford & Rickmansworth 

2/3 mile M25 J17; 1 mile Chorleywood Stn 

See www.landoflibertypub.com  

For more information 
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Things Don’t Change Much 
 small man with his scanty capital is 
induced, by the great man, to build a house; 
if his money happens to not be quite 

sufficient, the great man is willing to advance the 
deficiency and to take a mortgage on the premises. 
By the interests of the great man, a licence is duly 
obtained and stock is provided either on credit or 
future mortgage. Now it must be evident to 
everyone that there will not be a lucrative and 
steady custom for the house in the space of a few 
months…the losses at first in the new house are 
considerable, since to secure what may be deemed 
a good customer, credit is to frequently give; and 
when the indulgence stops the good customer is 
seen no more…What follows? The great man 
intimates that no further credit be given and the 
great man’s lawyer steps in and forecloses the 
mortgager. Thus the unsuspecting individual 
ejected by the kind of friend who helped him buy 
the house, who obtained him his licence and who 
supplied him with his stock- penniless and un 
pitied; and the house adds to another on the list for 
the display of the Co’s Entire. Nor is this all…a 
sum is demanded for the goodwill from the next 
customer, who becomes a still more dependant 
vendor of his commodity. 
Written complaint from a Mr Ivory 1834.   (which 
Brewer he refers to is unknown) 
 

CAMRA Members Investment 
Club 

ave you ever wished that you owned part 
of a brewery or one of the many pub 
chains that are now emerging? Well, now 

you have the opportunity of turning that dream 
into a reality. If you are a member of CAMRA you 
are eligible to join the CAMRA MEMBERS’ 
INVESTMENT CLUB (CMIC).  
For a minimum of £5 per month you could start 
making an investment in the many companies in 
which the Club owns shares. These include 
Adnams, Black Sheep, Carlsberg, Duvel Moortgat, 
Enterprise Inns, Fuller’s, Greene King, Joseph Holt,  
Hop Back, Hyde’s, Mitchell’s & Butler’s, Punch 
Taverns, Shepherd Neame, Thwaites, Wadworth, J 
D Wetherspoon, Young’s and a whole host of 
others. 
The Club operates like a unit trust and members 
can pay in a round sum amount each month by 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
standing order- from £5 up to a maximum of £166. 
A single annual payment can also be made up to a 
maximum of £2,000. The amount can be altered at 
any time and, if necessary, can be stopped and 
your investment cashed in or left to "ride" — the 
choice is yours. 
At 31 October 2011 the funds of the Club were 
almost £10.5 million. 
By holding a growing share in particular 
companies, the Club's votes at the AGM’s could 
make a difference to either a takeover bid or other 
hostile actions. Having a voice in the boardrooms 
of the pub owning groups could help influence 
their guest beer policies, which is becoming 
increasingly important in the market where the 
smaller breweries are competing with the giants. 
For the members, the Club organises tours of the 
breweries in which it has shares both in the UK 
and in Europe. These visits often present the 
opportunity of meeting the directors of the 
companies as well as viewing their brewing 
operations. 
The Club also has its own web site at: 
www.CMICuk.com   
For information pack on joining the Club contact:-  
CMIC, 31 Chapel Brow, Leyland, Lancashire, PR25 
3NH. Tel: 0845 130 BEER / 0845 130 2337, Fax 
01772 455528 or E-mail info@CMIC.uk.com.  
This article has been prepared for information 
purposes only. It shall not be construed as, and 
does not form part of, an offer, nor invitation to 
offer, nor a solicitation or recommendation to buy 
any financial instrument. The views expressed 
herein are not intended to be and should not be 
viewed as advice or as a recommendation. The 
Club is not a regulated entity. The value of 
investments and the income from them may go 
down as well as up and investors may not get back 
the amount originally invested. 
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"The definitive 
rundown of the best 
places in the UK to 
get a pint of real 
ale, from cosy 
country inns to 
upmarket style 
bars." 

Time Out Magazine 

Available to Buy 

£10 for CAMRA 

members or £12.99 
for non-members - 
RRP: £15.99 

Available online from www.camra.org.uk  
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Searancke’s Fishpool Street 
Brewery 

n his Brewers in Hertfordshire*, Dr Allan 
Whitaker, states that the location of the 
Searancke family brewery which preceded their 

later Kingsbury Brewery in St Albans, and which is 
listed in Trade Directories of the 1820s as being in 
Fishpool Street, St Albans, cannot be located. It is 
however possible to do so. 
For preserved in the muniments room at St Albans 
Cathedral is a splendid map of St Albans Abbey 
Parish, produced by Thomas Godman in 1878. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is accompanied by a numbered schedule of 
parish rate payers with the numbers corresponding 
to those on the map. This shows that in Fishpool 
Street, Francis Searancke occupied - 264 
Brewhouse, Storehouse, Malting etc., 1 acre 3 
roods 264 Field (Meadow) 3 roods 35 perches, 
£60 Rateable Value 264 Garden opp. House, £16 
Rateable Value 264 Part of the Crow Premises, £5 
Ratable Value. 
The Brewery house was clearly the present 11 
Fishpool Street but unfortunately the functions of 
the other buildings in the complex cannot be 
identified. 
The rateable value of £60 for the brewhouse, 
storehouse, malting etc. and meadow was the third 
highest in the parish, only exceeded by Holywell 
House with its offices, gardens & fishponds, £100 
and the Cottonmill, £69. 

*Allan Whitaker, Brewers in Hertfordshire: A 
Historical Gazetteer. Hertfordshire Publications, 

2005 

 

A Smashing Time 
f, God forbid, any readers out there find 
themselves in the middle of a bar-brawl, please 
pay attention to the research recently 

undertaken by a group of Forensic Pathologists 
from the University of Berne in Switzerland.  
There's not much advice they can give about 
wooden chairs across the back, but they sure know 
their "bottle-on-the-head" stuff. 
As they profoundly 
state in the first 
sentence of their 
scientific paper, "Beer 
bottles are often used 
in physical disputes".  
To me this is quite an 
astounding finding.  
After all these guys are 
not from Liverpool, 
Glasgow, or the East 
End, but picturesque 
Berne on the Swiss 
Plateau.  They proceed to announce, "If the bottles 
break, they may give rise to sharp trauma.  
However, if the bottles remain intact, they may 
cause blunt injuries".   The mind boggles how they 
came to these conclusions.  Did they sneak around 
the rowdy bars night clubs of Zurich, or boisterous 
seaport bars in Hamburg or Copenhagen?  Or 
perhaps they enlisted a team of poverty-stricken 
students to undergo a series of Brainiac-type 
experiments under the supervision of a TV 
personality?   On detailed reading of their report, it 
came to much relief to find out that they used a 
drop tower for the impact studies. 
Readers are firstly advised to carefully note who 
might attack them and what they might be 
drinking, for only half-litre bottles were employed 
in this research.   It was found that bottles that 
were full of liquid (the contents were not 
identified), then they broke at an impact energy of 
30 Joules.  Empty bottles, on the other hand, 
shattered at energy of 40 Joules.   (They neglected 
to mention what they did with the original 
contents.) 
Both of these energies surpass the fracture-
threshold of the human skull.  The conclusion?  
"Beer bottles may therefore fracture the human 
neocranium and therefore serve as dangerous 
instruments in a physical dispute".  I think I'm in 
the wrong job..... 

Ian Boyd 
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Bishop’s Stortford: The new micro-brewery at the 
Half Moon is scheduled to open in the very near 
future. If you want to be one of the first to sample 
the new brew, it is suggested that confirmation is 
sought from the manager, Gemma Livermore, on 
01279 834500.  
Braughing: The Brown Bear is up for sale. 
Bricket Wood: The appeal on the refusal for a very 
large extension on the former Fox and Hounds pub 
has been dismissed. If continually thwarted Paul 
Amsterdam could always revert to the mooted fall 
back plan penned in POV readers writes and re-
open the pub! 
Brookmans Park: Brookmans has been taken over 
by the Peach Pub Company (the same company 
that took over the White Horse, Harpenden in 
May) and has had a complete makeover. They say 
they want to create a local pub with quality food. 
Ales will be supplied by Purity and Tring 
breweries. You can check their website on 
www.brookmans.org. 
Harpenden: The Skew Bridge closed at the end of 
October following what the Herts Advertiser 
reports as an ‘unsuccessful business partnership’. 
Pub owner Punch Taverns has stated its priority is 
re-opening the pub. 
Hertford: Disappointing news from the White 
Horse where new leaseholder George Sterling has 
left — the fourth leaseholder in as many years - 
citing difficulties in working with Fuller’s. It is 
understood that a holding company will be 
employed to manage the pub until Fuller’s find a 
new leaseholder which may mean a curtailment of 
the beers that are available. See the article on page 
12. 
Fuller’s closed the pub for a time in November to 
carry out some essential maintenance. Real ale at 
the Black Horse (now a free house, as reported last 
month) is going well with customers being given 
the chance to select future beers. A piano has 
arrived for anyone who wants to tickle the ivories. 
For a trial period the Hertford Club has opened its 
doors to CAMRA Membership Card holders. Please 
display your card at the bar. Beers from the 
Buntingford brewery regularly feature on 
handpump. The Masters House Hotel bar starts a 
new life as an American diner. Expect no cask ale. 

Real ale in the Blackbirds continues — the pub’s 
handpumps mostly adorned with pump clips from  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brain’s. Planning permission has been given to 
convert the former Warren House to housing. 
Hitchin: The Albert, which re-opened mid-year 
after a change of ownership, is closed again — 
we've heard that the owner is looking for new 
tenants. The new restaurant Hermitage Road has a 
public bar with four handpumps serving Adnams 
Southwold, Fuller's London Pride, and Brewdog 
Trashy Blonde. 
Letchworth: The Colonnade has introduced a buy-
7-get-one-free scheme for real ale drinkers.  The 
Letchworth Hall Hotel is now part of the Mercure 
Group and no longer serves real ale. 
Maple Cross: Just after we went to press on edition 
249 we heard that the Cross was being demolished 
and housing built on the site.   
Mill Green: It has been reported in the Herts 
Advertiser that the Gascoyne Cecil estate are the 
new owners of the Green Man which has been left 
derelict since March 2010 when the Pub Co that 
was running it went bankrupt. The estate also 
owns the Bush Hall Hotel nearby, closed for over a 
year for a major refurbishment and extension and  

DOWN YOUR WAY 
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not due to re-open in the near future. The estate 
also owns the Woodman, Wildhill and the 
Candlestick at West End, Essendon. Hopefully they 
will consider reopening the pub on the same terms 
as their other two successful pubs; it could be a 
real asset to the area as a genuine free house.     
Northaw: The Two Brewers is now a Charles 
Wells house. 
Potters Bar:  The Old Manor now has 5 pumps with 
changing guests. 

Rickmansworth: The building that was the Urban 
Vine and was previously the Mill House Tavern 
and Hogshead looks set to turn into a Costa 
Coffee. 
Stanstead Abbotts: A last minute policy change 
has seen the tenancy at the Lord Louis remain with 
the existing tenant, Kevin Verrent. 

Ware: Planning application for a change of use to 
retail at the former Wine Lodge has been refused 
but on the grounds of the new shop front that was 
proposed.  Expect an amended application from 
McMullen. 
Watford: The Sycamore, previously Champions 
Bar, has closed for refurbishment. We welcome 
Kevin & Lynn Perry who have taken over at the 
Southern Cross. The pub is scheduled to close for 
a 2-week refurbishment towards the end of 
January. 

Wheathampstead: The Parish Council has a group 
called WEB (Wheathampstead Enterprise and 
Business) that promotes business in 
Wheathampstead and surrounding areas. In the 
last decade the village has lost several shops and 
the large employer Helmets, whose site was 
cleared and over-50's luxury houses built in place. 
Hence the statement; It is WPC policy to resist 
change of use from business to residential. The Tin 
Pot PH counts as business and is recognized as a 
community asset. While no change of use is 
granted there is always the potential for the pub to 
trade again. The Bull has removed all its 
handpumps and no longer serves real ale. 
 

Ridleys are Back! 
The Queens Head in Allen’s Green had its 
monthly mini beers festival in November, featuring 
Bishop Nick Brewery Director Nelion Ridley, who 
gave a talk explaining how after a 6-year break, the 
Ridleys family are back brewing fine ales in Essex. 
The Queens Head are very proud to be able to 
support Nelion in bringing fine ales into our local 

 
 
 
 

 
Thu 19 Jan: Herts Liaison Meeting — Royal Oak, 
Tabard St., London SE1 7pm 
 

HERTS & ESSEX BORDERS CAMRA 
Mon 12 Dec: Branch Meeting -The Prince of 
Wales, Green Tye 8.30 pm. 
Sat 17 Dec: Branch Christmas Meal Including visit 
to Shalford Brewery, Braintree, Essex 6pm — 11pm. 

Sat 24 Dec: S*D the Xmas Shopping social — 
Rising Sun, High Wych 2.30pm — 6.30pm. 
Wed 28 Dec: CAMRA Herts & Essex Borders Anti-
Turkey Social — Queens Head, Allens Green 10pm 
— 11.30pm 

Mon 9 Jan 2012: Branch Meeting & 2013 Good 
Beer Guide Final Selection - Black Lion, Epping 
8.30pm — 11pm. Will also be voting on branch 
Pub of the Year Nomination for 2012. 
Mon 13 Feb: Branch AGM, Branch Pub of the Year 
Voting - Queens Head, Allens Green 8.30pm — 
11pm. Branch AGM followed by Pub of the Year 
Voting for Branch. 
For further details please contact Branch Chairman 
or see the website as in CAMRA Branch Contacts 

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE CAMRA 
Wed 7 Dec: Baldock pub ramble - Starting at The 
White Hart then followed by The Cock, The 
Victoria, The Orange Tree and finally The Engine. 
8pm — 11pm 
Sat 10 Dec: Minibus trip to Graveley and Little 

Wymondley - Highwayman, George & the 
Dragon, Wagon & Horses, Plume of Feathers, 
Buck's Head. 6pm — 11.30pm. Minibus pickup 
info at end of this section.  
Mon 19 Dec: Branch meeting, Red Lion, Preston.  
All members welcome! It's the last meeting of the 
year, we'll be discussing the Good Beer Guide 
entries (which then feed into our shortlist for Pub 
of the Year) - so remember to score. 
Fri 6 Jan: Pub ramble — Ickleford. Starting at The 
Green Man followed by The Old George, Plume 
of Feathers and The Cricketers. 8pm — 11pm. 
Sat 14 Jan: Whittlesea Straw Bear Festival & 
Branch Outing. Trains as follows Knebworth; 
08:38, change at Hitchin or Stevenage, Stevenage; 
08:47, Hitchin 08:52, Peterborough 09:55 and 
arrive at Whittlesea at 10:03. This gives us plenty 
of time to get to the town for the parade. 
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Leave Whittlesea around 16:00 and go to Ely to 
visit the GBG Pubs and leave Ely at 20:00, arriving 
Hitchin around 21:00. There will be more details 
nearer the time, (new train timetables), from Social 
Secretary, or check the Web site. 
Wed 18 Jan: Pub ramble — Willian. A short but 
sweet ramble, but both GBG pubs: The Fox and 
The Three Horseshoes. 8pm — 11pm 

Sat 21 Jan: South of Royston minibus trip -The 
Chequers - Barley; Fox & Hounds - Barley; Tally 
Ho - Barkway; Woodman Inn - Nuthampstead; 
Blind Fiddler — Ansty. 6pm — 11pm. See Minibus 
pickup info below. 
Mon 23 Jan: Branch meeting — Strathmore Arms, 
St Paul’s Walden 8pm 
MINIBUS PICKUPS: From 6:00pm onwards in 
Stevenage, Hitchin, Letchworth and Baldock. £6 
for members, £10 for non-members. Please contact 
Paul Beardsley to book, including name/number:  
07970 440703 or: 

socialsecretary@camranorthherts.org.uk 
SOUTH HERTFORDSHIRE CAMRA 

Sat 3 Dec: Branch Trip to the Dark Star Brewery in 
Sussex. 
Tue 13 Dec: Branch Meeting — Six Bells, St Albans 
8pm 

Good Beer Guide 2013 Selection Meetings 
The branch will be holding the following meetings 
in January 2012 for local members to select the 
pub entries. Remember to bring along your 
CAMRA membership card. 
Thu 5 Jan: NW Zone: Cricketers - Redbourn. 
7.30pm 
Tue 10 Jan: West Zone:  CAMRA Head Office - 
Hatfield Road, St Albans 8pm 
Tue 10 Jan: South Zone: CAMRA Head Office - 
Hatfield Road, St Albans. 8.45pm 
Tue 17 Jan: NE Zone: Hertford Club - Bull Plain, 
Hertford. 8pm 
If you are unable to make a meeting you can send 
a proxy vote via the www.Hertsale.org.uk website 
— follow the link from the main page — you will 
need to enter your CAMRA membership number.  
 The closing date for proxy votes is Sun 1 January. 
Tue 31 Jan: Branch meeting and AGM — CAMRA 
Head Office, Hatfield Road, St Albans 8pm. 

WATFORD & DISTRICT CAMRA 
Tue 6 Dec: Watford Town & Country Club, 
Rosslyn Road, WD18 0JX, 8.30pm 
Thu 15 Dec: Christmas Curry, Venue TBC 
Mon 2 Jan: Nascot Arms, Stamford Road, WD17 
4QS, 1pm 

 
Fri 13 Jan: ‘Pre-Xmas’ London Pub Crawl, contact 
branch for details. 
Tue 17 Jan: Branch Meeting, Sportsman, Scots 
Hill, WD3 3AD, 8pm 

Thu 26 Jan: Oxhey social: Railway Arms, 
Aldenham Road, WD19 4AB, 8.15pm; Victoria, 
Chalk Hill, WD19 4BU, 9.15pm; Villiers Arms, 
Villiers Road, WD19 4AJ, 10pm 
 
 
 

Herts & Essex Borders CAMRA 
Chairman — Brendan Sothcott, Tel: 01279 507493 
Pubs Officer - Ivan Bullerwell, Tel: 01279 304117 
Mini-Bus Bookings — Call Graham on: 
07753266983 or Email: mini-bus@heb-
camra.org.uk  
Socials Contact Email: social@heb-camra.org.uk  
Email: Secretary@heb-camra.org.uk  

Internet:  www.heb-camra.org.uk 
North Hertfordshire CAMRA 
Chairman — Tony Driscoll, Email: 
chairman@camranorthherts.org.uk,  
Socials Secretary — Paul Beardsley, Email: 
socialsecretary@camranorthherts.org.uk, Tel: 
07970 440 703. 

Internet: www.camranorthherts.org.uk 
South Hertfordshire CAMRA 
Branch Contact: John Bishop, Tel: 01582 768478, 
Email: realales@yahoo.com  
Socials Contact: Barry Davis. Tel: evenings and 
weekends only - 07719 407544.  
Email: b.davis70@btinternet.com 
Internet: www.hertsale.org.uk 
Watford & District CAMRA 
Branch Contact: Andrew Vaughan.  
Phone: 01923 230104. Mobile: 07854 988152. 
Email: watfordcamra@googlemail.com  
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The 2012 CAMRA 
National Winter Ales 

Festival  
18-21 January 2012 

Sheridan Suite, 
Oldham Road 

Manchester M40 8EA 

CAMRA is proud to present a selection of 
300+ British and Foreign beers, Real Ale 
in a Bottle, Ciders and Perries. 

More info at: www.nwaf.org.uk 
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