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Rt Hon Peter Lilley MP

Mr Paul Beardsley

20 December 2012

Dear Mr Beardsley

I am sorry that I was unable to see you when you visited Parliament on 12"
December, 2012 to discuss the Beer Duty Escalator. | was in the Chamber and
attending meetings all afternoon.

I do however understand your concerns on this matter and have already taken up the
matter on behalf of other constituents of mine with the Economic Secretary to the
Treasury, Sajid Javid.

I enclose a copy of the Minister’s letter for your information and if there are any
points arising from the reply that you would like me to take up on your behalf, please

do not hesitate to get in touch.

Yours sincerely

(Signgd in Peter Lilley’s absence to avoid delay)



The Rt Hon Peter Lilley MP
6 House of Commons
3 London
-8 ' SW1A 0AA

e D e

Thank you for your letter of 24 October to George Osborne enclosing correspondence
AGtn AHHUaI from your constituent,

about beer duty. | am replying as Minister responsible for this policy area.
aeal Ale £ ’

e s,~ The ‘duty escalator” refers to the pre-announced increases in alcohol duty. These are
& inherited plans to increase all alcohol duty rates by 2 per cent above inflation (RPI) each

&0 be, year to 2014-2015.

The Gove_rnmem values the beer and pub industry, recognising that pubs and brewers
mak_e_ an important contribution to local communities and to the wider economy, in
addition to providing local employment and promoting responsible drinking.

L December 2012

This is why at Budget 2012 the Government announced no further changes to alcohol
duties, beyond the increases pre-announced at Budget 2008 by the previous

== Government. As part of a fiscally neutral Budget it was not possible to proceed without
‘%‘ s Commd ressm {) these inherited measures. ; i
o (\)
?P ,\\q' The revenues from alcohol duty make an important contribution to the public finances.
6},’ pQ( Budget 201 2's duty increase and increases to 2014 - 2015 form part of our credible plan
6 & saturday o™ ” to reduce Britain's deficit, which is required to ensure low interest rates and a stable
N opm to 14- (W) ple;;for:n ftorl?l(owhthaltf_would be worse for everyone if the Government did not take
action to tackle the deficit.

_The Government continues to keep all taxes under review and regularly monitors the
industry and alcohol consumption to ensure it is well informed of the impact of alcohol
duty rates.

Pubs and brewers will benefit from the steps the Government has taken to support
business, including an additional reduction in the main rate of corporation tax, a
reduction in the small profits rate, and a reduction in employers’ national insurance
contributions, which will make it cheaper to employ people on incomes below £21,000.
The Government has also extended the small business rate relief holiday until March
2013, and has given local authorities wide powers to grant discounts to businesses,

1 " - including pubs and brewers, as they consider appropriate.

*
( ) * G Many pubs are expected to benefit (through reduced tax liabilities) from reforms to
gambling duties, when Machine Games Duty replaces the current system of gaming
machine taxation in February 2013. Machine Games Duty represents a fairer method of
$ - machine taxation, as duty liability will more closely reflect machine takings.

= # / (# | Regulations made under the Localism Act 2011 that came into force in September 2012
2 - mean that community organisations now have a fairer chance to bid to take over assets
% 0 b &7/ and facilities that are important to them, including local pubs. Local authorities are
required to maintain a list of assets of community value and, when listed assets come up
for sale, the community can trigger a six month delay before it can be sold in order to

2 3 4% %/ 4 5 provide more time for community groups to prepare a bid.

3 7/ 656 %

The Government has launched a £19 million support programme to help eligible
community organisations take on the ownership and management of assets, including
pubs. Furthermore, the Live Music Act, which came into effect in October 2012, is already
making it easier for pubs to play live music.

Trad I n g Stan dardS Please pass on my thanks to for taking the trouble to make us aware of these

If you have complaints about short measure,| "™
lack of a price list or misleading promotion of] 7 = =
products and fail to get a satisfactory

response, contact Hertfordshire Trading
Standards Service, tel: 08454 04 05 06 or St
Albans Trading Standards Service, tel
01707 292429. Email Trading Standards at: — — — A~ — - -
tradingstandards@hertscc.gov.uk

SAJID JAVID
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A Quaint Friendly Free House
/’ under
New Ownership since July 201 1

%WMAT&( r00Mm

Park Street, Old Hatfield AL9 5 01707 264765

Wmter Beer Festival

Friday 22nd - Sunday 24th February 2013
Come along and sample
our fine selection of
SQUIRREL

12 REAL ALES

Other Popular Events at the ‘Horse & Groom’include:
® EveryTuesday between 6 - |0pm FREE Butchers Sausages and Mash with Onion Gravy with a purchased drink*
@ Saturday Nights between 5 - 8.30pm FREE Home Made Chilli & Rice with a purchased drink*

* Drink must be £3 or more. Only one meal per person
@ Quiz Night Every Other Thursday
® WELL KEPT BEERS - ALWAYS 5 REAL ALES ON TAP @ TASTY HOME MADE FOOD @ FREE WiFi ® BEER GARDEN @ FRIENDLY PEOPLE

Sponsored by

1



ELEPHANT & CASTLE

Lo 88" (
)LD Iall) B (!

® CAMRA & SIBA

Award winning ales

® Perfect for weddings,
BBQs and parties

) Brewed using the finest
natural ingredients

b Available to take away in
a variety of sizes,from
2 - 72 pint containers

4 01442
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Want to Advertise in Pints of View?

Pints of View is distributed to over 300 pubs
throughout Hertfordshire, and additionally to
all public libraries and museums.

Page Size and Cost (excl. VAT)
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The Orange Tree, Baldock

A 330 year old traditional pub with 8 real ales on sale
at all times, always including Greene King IPA, Abbot
Ale, XX Mild and a LocAle from Buntingford Brewery.
n We also sell locally made Apple Cottage real cider.
Fantastic home-made, locally sourced food available
every lunchtime and evening, along with wonderful
Sunday lunches with Chapman’s roasted meats.

North Herts CAMRA Most Improved Pub 2011
Quarterly Beer Festivals, Function Room, Large Beer Garden

Open 12-2.30pm and 4.30-11pm Monday-Thursday, all day from 12 noon Friday to Sunday
Function room with full AV facilities available for meetings, parties etc. of up to 100 people.
Call Rob on 01462 892341 for more details or visit www.theorangetreebaldock.com

Norton Road, Baldock, SG7 5SAW u_r_”_[_mA
SI BA 5 minutes walk from Baldock Station. J —NP/_ ]
local beer . _I\_J
Sl Dogs, Kids and muddy boots are always welcome! ===l

Follow us on twitter @Orange_Tree_BDK BZ|GIVATERTE =1 L1 8 Facebook.com/The.Orange.Tree.Baldock
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Join CAMRA today for:
Free or reduced price entry to CAMRA
beer Festivals
£20 real ale vouchers for all JD
Wetherspoon pubs
Real ale discount at participating pubs
Retail, travel and holiday discounts

www.camra.org.uk/joinus




THE LORDSHIP ARMS IHEWOODMAN

Repeat Herts Pub of the Year Winner
The Inn In The Sticks
Benington, Nr Stevenage WILD HILL
Hatfield. AL9 6EA

An unspoilt, traditional country pub
7 Times ‘CAMRA’ South Herts ‘Pub of the Year’
Serving 6 Quality Real Ales
Food Served 12noon - 2pm : Mon to Sat

Large Beer Garden

REAL ALE OASIS FOR THE
DISCERNING DRINKER

Crouch Vale Brewer’s Gold
Black Sheep Best Timothy Taylor's Landlord
Plus 5 changing guest beers from Independent
& Micro Breweries including a mild, stout or porter
Also Traditional Cider

See our fine selection of current & coming beers {
online 4 E 1
Lunchtime Snacks eARealAtmosphere
Sy NEE R e Y2700 : &*Reasorniable Prices
Classic Car meetings April to September = :; %
Tel 01438 869665 Telephone: 01707 642618

CAMRA South Herts Pub of the Year 2009

The Six diells

St Michael's Street
St Albans, AL1 45H _
Oakham JHB Home Cooked Food

A FREE HOUSE TimoTtI:iyr/]TaRinO(ljrelﬁ;dlord Lunch & Evening
All real ales served in g g y Eanclon Baom

2 Guest ales

over-size pint glasses
and 1 real cider

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.the-six-bells.com

Great Beer Garden
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91 Sopwell Lane, St. Albans
Herts, AL1 1RN
Tel: 01727 850540

South Herts CAMRA 2010 Pub
of the Year Bronze Winner

All our pints of ale are served
in oversized lined glasses
www.TheWhiteLionPH.co.uk
Serving:
Tring, Young'’s and St Austell Tribute
plus 5 changing beers

Food Served
Lunchtimes: Mon to Sat

12 Noon — 2pm
Evenings: Mon to Fri
6.30pm — 8.30pm
Sunday lunches served:
1pm until 4pm

Open Monday - Sunday 12 Noon to 11pm
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Herts Readers Write
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Cross Keys &%,

Harpenden

39 High Street
Harpenden
Hertfordshire
AL5 2SD
01582 763989

VISIT US FOR

A warm welcome
Beautiful beer
Green and peaceful garden

Home-prepared food served
Monday to Saturday 12-2pm
www.cross-keys-harpenden.co.uk
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