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Herts CAMRA Branches Celebrate
where it all began
CAMRA branches throughout the county celebrate 40 years of campaigning
at the Farriers Arms in St Albans, where CAMRA in Herts was founded.
All cover photos by Mark Yates

Six of the founding
members of CAMRA in
Herts, right, are amongst
the many who also
celebrated the 40 years
of CAMRA at the
Farriers Arms, with beer
being served at pre-duty
prices.
See page
Also: Hertfordshire CAMRA branches
visit12Parliament to lobby our Herts MPs

about the Beer Duty Escalator. Find out their responses so far: Pages 2-5
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THE BITTER END

Beer Duty Escalator Lobby of Parliament

A

review of the “Beer Duty Escalator “ was
debated in the House of Commons on 1st
November and received a very high level
of support from MPs of all parties who
unanimously supported the motion. It was
unfortunate to note that the only dissenter was
Sajid Javid, Economic Secretary to the Treasury,
who gave the discredited argument that the money
raised by the escalator was needed and in fact
budgeted in to cut the balance of payments deficit.
As readers will appreciate every time beer tax goes
up, the revenue received by the government goes
down. It appears (very worryingly) that the treasury
are the only ones who cannot understand this.
Following
this
CAMRA,
with
licensees’
organisations, organised a mass lobby of
parliament on 12th December 2012. Why this date
you may ask? Well it is the last day that the
Commons sits before the Christmas recess, so
every member should be present.
The lobby was a great success with over 1,000
campaigners filling the public areas of Parliament
for the whole afternoon. Over 300 MPs were met
and this was followed by a rally in the Emmanuel
Hall with guest speakers from all political parties
and the brewing industry.
I have written about Hertfordshire’s MPs in this
journal on many occasions. Our nine
representatives are as follows:James Clappison
Hertsmere
David Gauke
SW Herts
Richard Harrington Watford
Oliver Heald
NE Herts
Peter Lilley
Harpenden & Hitchin
Anne Main
St Albans
Mike Penning
Dacorum
Mark Prisk
Hertford & Stortford
Grant Schapps
Welwyn & Hatfield
All the above MPs (who are Conservatives) were
contacted well in advance of the lobby by CAMRA
members who are their constituents; unfortunately
only four of them found the time to meet with us
even though we had come to them.
Successes:
James Clappison met us on the day and spent a
good twenty minutes discussing the issues in the
central lobby. Agreed to sign Early Day Motion*
(EDM) 703 calling for removal of the beer escalator
and said he would be willing to meet branch
members at a later date. He was asked to contact
*An EDM is a formal motion submitted for debate in the
2
House of Commons

other MPs especially those from Hertfordshire who
had not attended.
Anne Main met with St Albans members in
Portcullis House and has also signed EDM 703.
She gave positive feed-back and all-round
understanding of the problems pubs face.
Oliver Heald took two members from Bishop’s
Stortford for a pint in the Strangers’ Bar; two real
ales were on offer at £2.80 per pint - Saltaire Pride
3.9% and another at 4% not named. Oliver had
coke saying that he had a very busy afternoon in
front of him. Unfortunately he has not as yet
signed EDM703.
Richard Harrington met members of Watford
branch and he has taken on board the basic facts
that the duty increase should not take place as
planned for the 2013 Budget. He undertook to
contact the relevant ministers on the detrimental
effect of the proposed increase including Treasury
Minister and local MP David Gauke.
Mr
Harrington was told of the loss of trade in public
houses since the duty escalator began, also that
more than five local pubs in his constituency have
closed since 2008. This represents both a loss of a
large number of jobs and loss of community
amenity.
The five who did not attend were “Green Carded”
- this means that a member of staff will find them
within the government buildings and give them the
card asking them to meet their constituents in the
central lobby. If they cannot do this then the MP is
obliged to give an explanation as to why they
could not attend.
Failures:
Peter Lilley has always refused to take any part in a
CAMRA campaign and although requested he has
not signed the “Full Pint” EDM or any of the others
on “Beer Duty”. The letter below sums up the
feelings of his many constituents who are CAMRA
members.
“Dear Mr Lilley
I am writing to express my disappointment on
three points regarding the lobby of Parliament on
Wednesday 12 December 2012.
1 - I sent you an email dated 30 November 2012,
to which I did not receive a reply.
2 - I along with other of your constituents filled in
a ‘green card’ in the ‘Central Lobby’ and waited for
well over an hour.
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people could be forgotten about. Most workplaces
have some kind of ‘clocking in’ system just in case
and also if people ring or call in they know you are
there.
I look forward to an early and a full reply to this
letter and ask if you do indeed support the
abolishment of the Beer Duty Escalator?
Finally, I have sent a copy of this letter to the
‘Hitchin & Harpenden Conservative Association’,
the Comet newspaper and many CAMRA members
both locally and nationally.

3 - Our Branch Secretary rang your office twice
and on both occasions left a message on your
answer-phone.
Despite the three attempts to contact you, we have
not received the courtesy of a simple reply
explaining why you did not see fit to at least
acknowledge our proposed and actual presence.
I set aside the reason for the lobby and would
simply ask why you have not replied to at least
one of the above. You are our elected member, but
you seem to be ignoring not just me, but seven
other constituents who took the trouble to go to
Parliament last week. Given what I have just said, I
wonder if we can count on you for any support in
any case!
When we asked at the reception desk if you were
in the ‘house’, no one could tell us as it would
seem that there is no record of who is there. This
appears very poor given that in an emergency

Yours sincerely
Brian Mason I Eng, AMICE
Chairman — CAMRA North Herts Branch”
This letter above sent, and others, did finally
receive a response — as shown below:
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This additional letter on
the right was sent by Sajid
Javid MP, Economic
Secretary to the Treasury
(pictured left).

Ware Arts Centre, Kibes Lane
(Entrance at rear from New Road)

30 Real Ales & Ciders
Barbecue – Live music with The
Trees on Saturday
Admission – Advance ticket
guarantees entrance - £3 per night

Tickets now on sale
From Genesis Jewellers in the High
Street + Crooked Billet, Musley Hill
ALL PROCEEDS SHARED BY WARE
LOCAL CHARITIES

Trading Standards
If you have complaints about short measure,
lack of a price list or misleading promotion of
products and fail to get a satisfactory
response, contact Hertfordshire Trading
Standards Service, tel: 08454 04 05 06 or St
Albans Trading Standards Service, tel
01707 292429. Email Trading Standards at:
tradingstandards@hertscc.gov.uk
4
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Government minister. He should be completely
aware of what pub closures are doing to
communities.
Grant Schapps is minister without portfolio to the
cabinet office (whatever that means).
David Gauke is the exchequer secretary and
treasury minister. Perhaps not surprising that he
did not meet with us as the duty escalator is clearly
the treasury’s responsibility.
None of the above four ministers have replied to
their green cards as yet. Hopefully they will find
time when the lengthy winter recess is over.
We must remember that the beer duty escalator
has added 60% to beer prices since 2008. 90% of
the beer drunk in the UK is produced in the UK, all
the duty escalator does is favour foreign imports.
The UK sells 13% of the beer sold in Europe,
however the UK share of duty is 40%. Every time
that the tax on beer is increased consumption
drops and less money is received by the
exchequer.
The battle quite clearly is not over and we will be
giving updates on our local MP’s and the national
campaign.
Steve Bury

So let’s make some observations on the letters sent
by Mr Lilley. His letter to Mr Beardsley states that
he was in the chamber so he could have met after
Prime Ministers question time as other MPs did
before the meetings started in the afternoon at one
o’clock. If he wrote to the Treasury on 24th
October why did they not reply until December?
The date also looks like it has been tampered with.
None of the so called help for publicans in Sajid
Javid’s letter will make any difference to the
situation and following him making the same
arguments in the commons on 1st November the
MPs present still unanimously supported removal
of the Duty Escalator.
Does Peter Lilley have an opinion of his own on
the Duty Escalator, is he for or against? Further
letters have been written asking him to clarify his
position.
Ministers or their Private Secretaries do not sign
EDM’s but can, as Peter Lilley did, write to the
Ministry responsible.
So what of the others we did not meet?
Mike Penning was a transport minister and has
now moved to the Northern Ireland office.
Mark Prisk, Housing Communities and Local
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Supermarket pub purchases
raised with minister

CAMRA Good Beer Guide 1997 - 2013
Cask Marque Certification

A

ll-Party Parliamentary Save the Pub Group
Chair, Greg Mulholland, secured a meeting
on 17 December with the Community Pubs
Minister, Brandon Lewis MP
(right), to discuss the issue of
pubs being converted into
supermarkets against the
wishes of local communities
and deliberate predatory
purchasing of pubs by the
big supermarkets, during Communities and Local
Government questions in the House of Commons.
Mulholland called on the Government to change
planning law to stop the situation that allows pubs
to be changed to supermarkets without having to
go through the planning system, meaning that
local people don’t have any say at all. This is
something that is anti-localism, anti-community
and anti-small business, with not only the loss of a
pub, but often also the loss of local shops.
The scandal of supermarkets deliberately targeting
and converting pubs has been clear in the number
of such conversions happening (four in
Hertfordshire in the last year) and is supported by
CAMRA who have shown that over 200 pubs
across Britain have been converted into
supermarket convenience stores since January
2010. 130 of those have been converted to Tesco,
22 to Sainsbury’s and a 54 other pubs converted
into other supermarkets such as Co-operative,
Asda and Costcutter.
As it currently stands well-used and viable pubs
can be converted into supermarkets without
planning permission, and without the local
community having a say and without local
Councils being able to do anything about it. Most
of the pubs being closed and converted were
profitable, viable pubs valued by their
communities, yet supermarkets are deliberately
targeting them knowing that the planning system
allows them to do this without even having to
apply for change of use, and allowing them to
ignore and ride roughshod over local opinion.
Some of the large pub companies are in eyewatering levels of debt and are now trying to plug
these debts by selling off pubs to supermarkets and
other businesses, including deals seemingly being
done that people aren’t aware of.

The
ELEPHANT & CASTLE
AMWELL LANE, AMWELL,
WHEATHAMPSTEAD, HERTS.
Tel: 01582 832175
QUALITY FOOD
Greene King IPA, Abbot Ale
Hardy and Hanson Bitter
Guest Beer
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Admiral Taverns goes West

T

he US-based Cerberus Capital Management
investment firm has bought the Admiral
Taverns 1,100 tenanted pubs from Lloyds
Banking Group, in a deal believed to be in the
region of £200m. It is thought the current
management team will stay in place for the time
being.
The Hertfordshire pubs involved include:
Bishop’s Stortford - Red Cow (closed 2012)
Cheshunt
- Turners (no real ale)
Hitchin
- Half Moon
Hoddesdon
- Bell (no real ale)
Hunton Bridge
- Dog and Partridge
Kimpton
- Boot
Sawbridgeworth - Old Bell
Stevenage
- Rising Sun (closed 2009)
Stevenage
- White Horse
Ware
- Crooked Billet
Watton-at-Stone - Waggon and Horses (closed
2010)
Welwyn
- White Horse
Ed Says: On my calculations this is just over £180K
per pub AND sounds like a bargain. These pubs
must individually be worth at least twice that price
on the open market, that is unless you are picking
up Admiral’s debts as well. Will the licensees or
customers be any better off under the new
management?

Things at Tring

Beer Quality in Cask Marque
Pubs

F

ollowing up on my article in edition 255, if
you are unhappy with the quality of beer
served in a Cask Marque accredited pub you
can advise Cask Marque directly.
The following is taken from the Cask Marque
Website:
We actively encourage members of the public to
feed back the quality of cask ale they come across
in accredited pubs, both good and bad. If we
receive complaints on poor beer we will send in
an assessor to investigate and to try and highlight
the cause of the problem. If the problem persists or
the necessary investment is not made then the
plaque will be removed from the pub. To
comment on beer quality please email info@caskmarque.co.uk with full details. All complaints will
be dealt with confidentially.
Or call us on 01206 752212 - there are no buttons
to press or menus to navigate, somebody should
answer your call within 4 rings.
Or write to us at:
Cask Marque
B10 Seedbed Centre
Wyncolls Road, Severalls Business Park
Colchester, Essex
CO4 9HT
www.cask-marque.co.uk
Cask Marque has asked that along with any
complaint/comment could you please include the
pub’s name and enough of the address to ensure
the correct pub is identified.
I would like to add that on the occasions that I
have complained to Cask Marque I have found
them prompt and efficient. Although they have not
always agreed with everything I have reported they
have addressed the issues to my satisfaction.
Steve Bury

Moon and Stars
ast year we produced a beer called Star
Spangled. This was a prototype brew which
proved to be hugely popular. This rubyamber 4.3% beer, hopped with US varieties
Chinook and Citra, has now been introduced as a
permanent addition to our range under the name
Moongazer. As with all our beers this will be
available in local pubs and our brewery shop.
2013 Beer Festivals Mentioned in this newsletter
Bessemer Ale 4.2%
Dates — Venue — Location — Page mentioned
The first single-hopped monthly special of the 14 — 17 Feb: Land of Liberty, Peace and Plenty — p23
year. Say hello to Pilgrim hops
22 — 24 Feb: Horse and Groom, Hatfield — p5
paired with aromatic malt. The
14 — 16 Mar: Priory Centre, St Neots, Cambs. — P28
result, an amber bitter, packed
28 Mar — 1 Apr: Land of Liberty, Peace and Plenty —
with flavour but not so heavy as
p23
to stretch the stomach even
5 — 6 Apr: Ware Arts Centre, Ware — p4
further than it might have been
25 — 28 Apr: Half Moon, Hitchin — p26
over the last few weeks. As with all
Other pub beer festivals may be occurring throughout the
our monthly specials, it is available
county as well as these mentioned above.
for a limited period.
Ben Marston 7

L
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Beer Giant cracks down on
Critic

Anti-virus Powers in Beer

C

onsuming large quantities of a key
ingredient in beer can protect against winter
sniffles and even some more serious
illnesses. A chemical compound in hops, used by
brewers use to give beer its bitter taste, provides an
effective guard against a virus that can cause
severe forms of pneumonia and bronchitis.
In research done by Japanese scientists at Sapporo
Medical University, the compound -- humulone -was found to be effective in curbing the respiratory
syncytial (RS) virus, said the company, which
funded the study.
Jun Fuchimoto one of the researchers said such
small quantities of humulone were present in beer
that someone would have to drink the equivalent
of 21 pints to have a virus-fighting effect.
Unfortunately he did not say over what period of
time this should take place.
"We are now studying the feasibility of applying
humulone to food or non-alcoholic products," he
said. "The challenge really is that the bitter taste is
going to be difficult for children."
The research also found that humulone alleviated
inflammation caused by infection from the virus.
(AFP) — Dec 5, 2012
Ed Says: Drink more beer or catch a cold.

A

n American drinker who objected to the
weak flavour and fizzy consistency of
Beck’s beer after the global giant A-B InBev
transferred production from the German city of
Bremen, where it originated, to St Louis, Missouri,
has been banned from the company’s official
Facebook page.
Brian Rinfret, who lives in New Jersey, bought a
12-pack of Beck’s on his way home from work.
But when he opened the first bottle, he got a
surprise. “It tasted light. It tasted weak. Just, you
know, night and day. Bubbly, real fizzy,” he said.
“To me, it wasn’t German beer. It tasted like a
Budweiser with flavouring.”
When he examined the label, he found the beer
was no longer brewed in Bremen. The fine print
revealed all: “Product of the USA.” He telephoned
A-B InBev to complain. No one returned his call.
So he emailed the company, which confirmed that
Beck’s was now being brewed in St Louis along
with Budweiser. But never fear, he was told: AB
InBev was using the same recipe as always. Not
satisfied with this answer, he posted a plea on
Beck’s Facebook page: “Beck’s made in the U.S.
not worth drinking. Bring back German Beck’s.
Please.” He had plenty of company. “This is a
travesty,” a fellow disgruntled Beck’s drinker
raged. “I’m pretty bummed,” wrote another. “I’ve
been drinking this beer religiously for over 20
years.” And then, he says, AB InBev crossed him
off their list of friends. “They banned me from their
site. I can’t post anything on there any longer,”
said Rinfret.
He was only temporarily silenced, however, for he
now complains on a Facebook page called Import
Beck’s from Germany.
The website www.businessweek.com, run by the
financial news group Bloomberg, said AB InBev
could be paying a price for disappointing Beck’s
loyalists such as Rinfret. According to one beer
industry consultant, sales of Beck’s at U.S. food
stores were down 14 per cent in the four weeks up
to 9 September compared with the same period
last year. “They are getting their proverbial asses
kicked,” he said. “Too many customers were
turned off when the switch was made.” Sales of
Budweiser in the U.S. have fallen recently, too.
Taken from Beer Tutor

Hertfordshire’s Pints of View is produced by the
Herts & Essex Borders, North, South Hertfordshire
and Watford & District Branches of the Campaign
for Real Ale (CAMRA). Views expressed are not
necessarily those of the editor, CAMRA Ltd or its
branches.

Want to Advertise in Pints of View?
Pints of View is distributed to over 300 pubs
throughout Hertfordshire, and additionally to
all public libraries and museums.
Page Size and Cost (excl. VAT)
Quarter Page: 74mm x 105mm max size =
£55.00
Half Page: 148mm x 105mm max size = £100.00
Please contact us for other advert size rates.
Artwork can be made up at extra cost,. Prepared
artwork preferred in JPEG, Word or PDF format.
First time advertisers to confirm in writing please.
Contact: John Bishop, Tel: 01582 768478
Email: realales@yahoo.com
Deadline for Apr/May 2013 newsletter (258)
Adverts — 7 Mar 2013, Copy — 7 Mar 2013
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The East Anglian Pub of the
Year Presentation 2012

O



CAMRA East
Anglia Regional
Director Andrea
Briars and Joss
Ridley with
Certificate

th

n 30 November, members of Herts and
Essex Borders Branch travelled by minibus to The Compasses, Littley Green
(below) in Essex for the presentation of the
certificate
by
Andrea Briars, the
Regional Director
for CAMRA East
Anglia. For the
presentation
evening,
the
choice of beers had a least one from each county
in East Anglia.
We weren’t alone; I was told by Mike Woods,
Deputy Regional Director, that every Essex branch
was represented, from a few in a car to a coach
load from Chelmsford, the pub’s area branch
which had chosen it as Branch Pub of the Year.
The history of this ‘little pub’ is very interesting.
Down the single track road from the pub, between
Chelmsford and Dunmow, is the old Ridley’s
brewery, a tall brick building standing alone,
forlorn and boarded up. The Ridley family sold it
and the 73 pubs to Greene King in 2005. Greene
King stopped brewing at the site and gradually sold
off many of the pubs, one of which was the
Compasses, the brewery tap. In 2008 it was bought
by Joss Ridley, a direct relative of the brewing
family. He and his brother Nelion started brewing
in 2011, the brewery being called Bishop Nick, as
they cannot use the Ridley name. (Bishop Nicholas
Ridley was a Sixteenth Century protestant martyr.
For twenty years, it has been known as ‘The Huffer
Pub’; for non-Essex people, a huffer is a large
triangular bap with various fillings. This tradition
has continued, but the food available now
includes about five hot meal choices. They have
recently built five letting rooms, as the area is great
for walking. The pub usually has between three
and five beers on, including Bishop Nick and
Adnams. In August they hold a 60+ beer and
music festival.
At the presentation Joss Ridley said that it was a
great honour for a little pub in the middle of
nowhere to be awarded the Regional honour; he
thanked his loyal staff and his brother Nelion, the
brewer.
Event pictures opposite.
Chris Sears, Herts Essex Borders CAMRA

Herts Essex Borders CAMRA members enjoying
the Compasses hospitality. From left, Ray Brown,
Peter and Anne Dodkins, Brendan Sothcott



Joss Ridley behind the Compasses bar.
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Drink Moor Beer!

I

The Letchworth Beer of the Festival Presentation

n November 2012 Kathlene and I had the
privilege to form a tiny delegation from North
Hertfordshire CAMRA to visit the Moor Beer
Company in Somerset. The purpose of our visit: to
present the "Beer of the Festival" award won by
their beer Revival at the 2012 Letchworth Beer
and Cider festival. As reported in the previous
edition of Pints of View this is a light golden and
hoppy beer at 3.8% ABV. Revival was notable
from the moment I first broached the cask to be
rewarded by a burst of intense aroma, it was like
breathing hops. The beer won the festival by
popular vote, obtaining twice the number of votes
of the runners up.
Given that Somerset is a bit of a trek from North
Hertfordshire we arranged to visit the brewery on a
Saturday and stay overnight in a nearby inn
recommended by the brewery's owner and head
brewer, Justin Hawke. After checking into the inn
we continued on to the brewery... and drove
straight past the small side-road it's on. Returning
back eastwards we spotted the correct turn, there
was a large road sign visible from the west but no

matching sign to be seen from the east. Tricky! We
were soon outside a large green farm shed, a
wooden owl on a bicycle wheel atop, and us
knocking on the brewery door.
We were ushered to a corner to admire Moor's
wall of awards to keep us out of the way at first. A
yeast transfer was taking place at the time and you
need to be careful with your yeast! This gave us a
good opportunity to study our surrounds. Moor is a
typical example of a working brewery, all serious
concrete and stainless steel. There is a scattering of
pallets, boxes, kegs, and one luxury-item: a
bottling machine. The yeast was soon safely dealt
with and we were able to get the business of the
award presentation and photography out of the
way. We were then able to enjoy a few beer
samples and have a good discussion with Justin,
his staff, and a couple of local visitors. The topic,
unsurprisingly, was beer - but in particular Justin's
strongly held views on matter of good beer.
Justin prefers to make, sell, and drink what he calls
natural beer and doesn't like using finings in his
cask ales. These "finings" we're talking about
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here are a chemical substance derived from certain
types of fish which is added to cask ales to help
them clear faster and brighter. The action of finings
is to make yeast in the beer clump up and sink to
the bottom of the barrel. The primary problem
most people have with finings is that their use
makes cask ale unacceptable to strict vegetarians.
However Justin doesn't believe leaving finings out
is good only for vegetarians, but that it also makes
the beer more flavoursome and enjoyable. Flavour
components, especially hop oils, stick to small
particles that are pulled down to the bottom of the
barrel and thus out of your pint of beer. I have
heard others counter that the haze can also carry
undesirable flavours and I suspect that this is an
argument that could go on for quite some time. At
the end of the day the truth is in the mouth of the
beer drinker.
I tasted Justin's cask ales in unfined-form at our
excellent inn, the Queen's Arms in Cortham
Denham, and can very much say that the ale was
in incredibly fine form. There was a slight haze to
the beer, enough to put a frown on the face of
many cask ale drinkers even though the beer tastes
perfectly good. This, I think, is where the battlelines lie for unfined ales: the culture of cask ale is
one where a beer will not usually be considered
perfect unless it is crystal-clear. Maybe this will
change as awareness grows. It may also be aided
by the growing popularity of more heavily hopped
IPAs. These strong and very hoppy ales tend to
carry a "hop haze" irrespective of whether they're
fined or not.
Only time will tell on the matter of whether
unfined cask ales will gain a wide acceptance in
the UK. Personally I hope they do, both for the
sake of my vegetarian friends and also for the
simple fact that Justin's ales do taste incredibly
good. The cask of Revival we had at the
Letchworth Beer Festival was fined, we believe.
We will certainly try to have Moor beers at future
beer festivals and when this happens the beers will
be unfined. You see, Justin used his last finings in
December 2012 and from January 2013 all Moor
beer will be unfined. You can read more about
Moor Beer Company, their beers, and their stance
on “natural beer” on the brewery's website:
http://moorbeer.co.uk/
I'll leave you where I started, with Moor Brewing
Co's very fitting slogan: "Drink Moor Beer!".
Pictures opposite
Yvan Seth, North Herts CAMRA

Above: Moor Brewery’s award board

Above Left to right: Richard Cann (Asst. Brewer),
Tom Scrancher (Asst. Brewer), Justin Hawke
(Owner & Brewer), Yvan & Kathlene (N. Herts
CAMRA), Mike Cable (Asst. Brewer), and Fred
Wilde (West Country Ales)

North Herts Mini-bus Trips

N

ovember saw a trip to the west of Hitchin.
Starting at the Windmill, Charlton (below),
a friendly local
on the outskirts of
Hitchin) where a decent
pint of Charles Wells’s
beer was drunk. Next we
drove on to the Plough at
Ley Green (below) where
we were in for a treat,
Mordue All Hallow
(well worth a second
pint we agreed). A
change of schedule
next as we went to the
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Red Lion at Preston
(right) where Malcolm,
North Herts Pubs Officer
set about fixing the
antlers of the North Herts
CAMRA Pub of the Year
(PotY) stag trophy with
industrial strength super glue which, when dry, did
not release his rubber glove, so next time you see
it, it will have a tint of
pink! Finally, on to the
Strathmore Arms (left),
a friendly rural local
serving a variety of
ales and ciders.
December
saw
a
break from the norm. Paul arranged for a trip to
neighbouring East Beds.
First we went to the Stone
Jug in Clophill (right), a
delightful pub hidden
from the main road but
well worth the detour.
Then on to Shefford to
Banks & Taylors’ Brewery Tap (below), I’ve not
seen a pub so crowded in a long time. The final
pub of the evening was
the Engineers Arms in
Henlow (below, East
Anglia POTY for 2012
and also in previous
years) where Geordie
Elvis was entertaining the crowds and the beers
had a distinct Christmas theme.
January sees us around
Barley, to the east of the
area. February and
March itineraries are
listed in the Branch
Diary. To join us
contact
Paul
socialsecretary@camranorthherts.org.uk, we look
forward to seeing you.
Gill Richardson

Join CAMRA today for:
• Free or reduced price entry to CAMRA
beer Festivals
• £20 real ale vouchers for all JD
Wetherspoon pubs
• Real ale discount at participating pubs
• Retail, travel and holiday discounts

www.camra.org.uk/joinus

CAMRA Herts 40th Anniversary
celebrated with duty free beer

A

wet Tuesday 20th November saw CAMRA
members from across the county and
beyond celebrating the 40th Anniversary of
Campaigning in Hertfordshire at the Farriers Arms
Lower Dagnall Street St Albans. McMullen’s who
own the pub played a major part in the event by
getting the plaque on the outside of the building
refurbished and supplying beer from 7.30 to 10pm
at duty free prices. As regular readers know over
£1 of every pint they buy in the pub is taken by the
government in tax and Tom McMullen from the
brewery highlighted the detrimental effect this is
having on pubs and the communities they serve.
The beer duty escalator increases the price of beer
automatically every budget by inflation plus 2%
and this is set to continue until 2015.
The Mayor of St Albans Eileen Harris congratulated
the Campaign on its successes over the years and
commented on how much she and of course all
the other visitors enjoyed the St Albans Beer
Festival now in its seventeenth year.
St Albans is recognised as the home of CAMRA,
our headquarters being in Hatfield Road, and the
Farriers Arms being the pub where the first
CAMRA branch meeting was held in 1972.
John Green was the original membership secretary
who recruited members in the pub and kept the
national records in shoe boxes in his bedroom. He
then moved on to become CAMRA’s first
employee and is still active in the branch on the
Pints of View editorial team as proof reader. John
received the DBMA (Dave Burns Memorial award)
the branch’s highest award as part of the evening
for his services locally and nationally.
Six of the original branch members who attended
the first meeting were present, Steve Bury, Kevin
Collins, John Green, Rob Griffin, John Kirby, Fran
Novak with his wife Sue who had travelled to the
event from Plymouth. There were about 100 past
and present members in attendance and it was
pleasing to see a delegation from the North
Hertfordshire branch.
The last mention must go to Tony and Janine, the
licensees of the Farriers, who laid on an excellent
buffet and ensured a good time was had by all
who attended.
See pictures on front cover
Steve Bury
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THE LORDSHIP ARMS
Repeat Herts Pub of the Year Winner
The Inn In The Sticks
Benington, Nr Stevenage

REAL ALE OASIS FOR THE
DISCERNING DRINKER
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Crouch Vale Brewer’s Gold
Black Sheep Best Timothy Taylor’s Landlord
Plus 5 changing guest beers from Independent
& Micro Breweries including a mild, stout or porter
Also Traditional Cider
See our fine selection of current & coming beers
online
Lunchtime Snacks
Curry Night every Wednesday £7.00
----------------------- ----- ----------- -----------

Classic Car meetings April to September

Tel 01438 869665

FIVE REAL ALES:
Oakham JHB
Timothy Taylor Landlord
Tring Ridgeway
2 Guest ales
and 1 real cider

Good Beer
Guide 2008 - 2013
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Hertfordshire’s Pub Losses and Gains in 2012

I

t was another bad year for pub closures in
2012, with the majority going to housing. Our
records show that many councils initially reject
change of use for pubs, but once developers have
closed the premises after a matter of time the
viability argument is gone. Closed pubs get
vandalised and when boarded up or fenced off
soon become an eyesore. This then aids appeals
and further applications which then get granted.
The new threat is from supermarkets who are
taking over viable estate pubs because they are on
good retail sites (see article page 6). What is being
missed is that the local council often owns these
new town sites. Letchworth saw the council taken
to the cleaners by Greene King who bought the
Pelican and sold it on to Tesco. In Bishop’s
Stortford the council did better out of a shabby
deal which closed the Archers. The Boar’s Head in
Hoddesdon met the same fate and finally the Oak
Tavern in Panshanger, which had been turned
around by its latest manager, went the same way.
Other unusual conversions were the two pubs in
Elstree; the Artichoke which became a synagogue
and the Hollybush a Jewish social centre (more
detail below). We have also seen several changes
of pubs to restaurants which do not need planning
permission. What will halt the closures?
1)
Change of planning regulations to make it
harder to get change of use.
2)
Changes to taxation and the brewers and
pubcos’ control over the estate and the beer
ties to make pubs more viable for the
licensees who run them.
Pub Losses
Aston End: The Crown was put up for sale in June.
Barnet: The Alexandra in Wood Street closed this
year and has been converted to residential use.
Bishop’s Stortford: The Red Cow, Dunmow Road,
closed in April. This is a listed building and
according to a note on the door the future of the
pub is in serious danger.
The Archers was, in December 2011, a very busy
community pub. Come January 2012, owners
Greene King told the tenant his lease was not
being renewed, gave him two weeks to leave, and
closed the pub at the end of the month. They
quickly sought (and were granted) planning
permission for an “illuminated sign” to replace the
existing pub sign. In February, the Branch asked
Greene King what was going on and were told of

plans
for
The Archers, now a Tesco Express
conversion
into a more
foodoriented
pub.
However, it
stayed shut
and, in July,
Greene King applied for planning consent to
demolish part of the rear of the building and
replace with a single storey extension for
(according to the application) a “new kitchen and
restaurant facilities”.
On the same day that this application was
approved, the pub was sold to a property company
who, in turn, leased it to Tesco. In November,
Tesco announced that the building was being
turned into a Tesco Express, to be open by
Christmas. The local councillor and Residents'
Association leader met with Tesco soon after and
were told that building work was under way — the
consent granted to Greene King in September
enabled them to construct a cold store and store
conversion as this occupied the same footprint and
had the same external appearance as the approved
extension. Any chance to object to the
development on planning grounds was therefore
impossible.
The message from all this is that you can't assume
that applications for “improvements” to pubs are
what they seem. The application by GK appears to
have been a cynical ploy to throw local residents,
CAMRA and others off the scent. We're trying to
find out more so that GK can be challenged if
appropriate. Watch out for applications to change
pub signage or to make alterations or extensions,
especially where the pub concerned has the
potential for easy conversion to a supermarket, e.g.
large estate or suburban pubs.
Borehamwood: Woods bar which has not sold real
ale for many years, has been closed and boarded
up for over six months, following a series of local
complaints. The bar’s future is in doubt.
Colney Heath: The Cock whilst still trading has
had planning permission to convert to residential
agreed. How long the pub will stay open is not
known. On the 2011 list of losses was the Queens
Head opposite the Cock. This also has permission
to convert to residential with additional
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1910 bought by Glover and Sons Limited who in
applications accepted for internal alterations, and
to remove ancillary outbuildings formerly for the
pub. The site remains closed and fenced off.
Elstree: The Artichoke, closed and boarded up for
the best part of a year following an unsuccessful
attempt to turn it into an Italian restaurant, had a
planning application lodged at the end of March
for change of use to a “Place of Worship” (D1) a
Synagogue granted. The Hollybush (below) further
up Elstree Hill was also bought at the same time
and has had planning permission granted for
conversion to a
Jewish
Social
Centre.
The
works
and
alterations have
already
been
completed
on
the
Artichoke.
The Hollybush was a very old pub with the
building dated 16th Century; it has a low ceiling
with original oak beams and an inglenook
fireplace. The building was altered in the late 90s
and the coaching arch removed to incorporate the
toilets into the main building. The stables and barn
at the rear were also converted into the kitchens
and living accommodation. The public will no
longer get the opportunity to see this classic
interior. As the Plough was converted to the “East”
oriental restaurant several years ago and real ale
was discontinued about two years later, the only
pub left in Elstree is the Fisheries opposite the
reservoir.
Goose Green: The Huntsman owned by Greene
King has been up for sale since 2011 with the
price being reduced on several occasions. This
was once a thriving pub and is actually not far
from Hoddesdon. A recent report was that some
building work appeared to be taking place though
no planning application has been lodged.
Harpenden: The Rose & Crown Southdown, once
a successful and popular pub became an Indian
restaurant that failed, closed in 2011, and although
the first planning application was rejected stating
that losing the pub would be detrimental to the
area, it went to appeal and permission to convert
to housing has been agreed. In 1840 the Three
Horseshoes was bought from Bamville Wood Farm
by the House family and became part of the
Peacock Brewery estate. By 1893 this became part
of the Hatfield and Harpenden Brewery who in

turn were bought out by JW Green of Luton in
1919. This became Flower’s Brewery in 1954 only
to be taken over by Whitbread in 1961. In 2001
Whitbread sold their pubs to Laurel Pub Company
only to be sold on to Enterprise Inns in 2002. It
was Enterprise which oversaw the demise of the
Three Horseshoes with their excessive rents and tie
on drinks supply at well over wholesale prices.
The pub ceased trading in February and now
stands empty, and is believed to be waiting
conversion to residential use.
Hatfield: The Cat & Fiddle closed 30th August and
was sold to a developer who has permission to
demolish and build housing on the site. The pub
had not sold real ale for many years, but was one
of Hatfield’s only cask outlets in the late 70s and
early 80s. There has been a pub on the site for
over 190 years and its closure will leave a large
area of Hatfield without a pub. Bar 12 opposite the
Galleria never sold real ale and closed in April.
Previously a retail outlet (shop) it has now become
an Indian restaurant called Everest Spice Lounge.
Haultwick: The landlord of the Rest and Welcome
was found dead just before Christmas. He had
been the tenant for 34 years — McMullen’s longest
tenant — and his funeral was on 4th January. The
pub remains closed and is unlikely to re-open and
in due course, Macs will probably put it up for
sale. Doubtful there would be any free house
takers because of its remote position, potential
etc., but we will have to see.
Hoddesdon: The Boar's Head, Burford Street, did
not need a planning application and became a
Tesco Express in June. The Old Highway Tavern
on the Old Highway, Rye Park, closed in 2008,
has been completely demolished. The developers
who bought it left the site empty and - surprise the building was vandalised. According to the
police crime prevention officer, in 2010 there
were 16 recorded 'incidents' on the site plus one
of criminal damage and one of suspected
arson. Eventually the developers put a security
fence around it. Having had two planning
applications turned down (the planning inspector
rejected the second one as being 'inappropriate' to
the scale of the surrounding properties) the
developers have now submitted a third, which, to
the untrained eye, looks very similar to the
previous one and there is still opposition from
local residents. The Rose & Crown has been
purchased by an accountant who has submitted
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plans to convert the ground floor into offices and
develop the rest of the building/site as residential
accommodation. Again, there is local opposition
as the new extensions to the building will
adversely affect adjacent properties.
Letchworth:
The
Pelican (right) was
sold by the local
council to former
pub leaseholders
Greene King for
just
£100,000
earlier in the year.
The Council after a Freedom of Information Act
request in May had admitted that they had turned
down an additional £50K bid by a local
businessman who wished to keep the pub open.
Greene King then sold the pub for an undisclosed
sum to Tesco who have converted the Pelican into
a Tesco Express.
London Colney: Mentioned in last year’s closures
the conversion of the White Lion to housing
became bigger and bigger with a whole new block
being erected outside the present building line.
The site will now end up having two detached and
two semi-detached premises on the site. The
detached houses built on the pub garden have
enormous ground floor windows so buyers had
better have good curtains if they want any privacy.
Panshanger: The Oak Tavern closed 16th October
after the local council sold the pub to Tesco. The
news came as a shock to the staff and manager on
11th October, who felt that the pub had been
turned around since the change of licensee 11
months earlier. Owners Punch Taverns claimed
that they had been gazumped by Tesco when the
lease (owned by Welwyn & Hatfield Council)
came up for renewal. The Oak will now become a
Tesco Express.
Potters Bar: It is sad to announce that the Bridge
House once a thriving pub but sadly neglected in
recent years closed at the end of March and was
very quickly demolished. Flats are being built on
the site which are now nearing completion. The
Lion at the High Street/Barnet Road junction has
been sold at auction reportedly for £750K. This is
the last pub in Potters Bar that has two bars public and saloon - and the landlady has been in
situ for 30 years. The building and the barn in the
car park are listed so redevelopment opportunities
are limited.

Reed: The Cabinet remains closed.
St Albans: The Cross
Keys
in
Chequer
Street (left) a JD
Wetherspoon
pub)
was sold to Heritage
Inns in May and after
a major refurbishment
re-opened as the Bar
Baroque in September. Work had been done on
the fire exit, a full redecoration and new furniture
plus an uplift of the toilets had taken place. Real a
le was still on sale and owners Heritage was
seeking a younger market. It closed a few weeks
after and it is shortly to become a restaurant (part
of a London-based chain).
Kink (previously Bar 24/7, Fudge, Metro Bar,
Spritzers and originally the Punch Bowl) has been
closed for about six months. There was a planning
application to knock it down and build a house
but that was refused and it is now standing empty.
As it is on a remote site on the Redbourn Road
worries are that it will get vandalised or stripped.
In November the Duke of Marlborough closed
again; the pub at the bottom of Holywell Hill has
had a series of different managers over the past few
years. The pub was the stable block for the Duke
of Marlborough’s house which used to stand
opposite and is, as far as is known, protected. The
future of the pub remains uncertain. Barney’s Bar
down London Road from the Holywell Hill
junction was sold and has become Chilli’s
Restaurant. Barney’s never sold real ale.
The Black Lion
Hotel (right) was
given
planning
permission
for
change of use to
residential in a
perverse decision
by the district
council. This was despite a large amount of local
opposition and the fact that the council are always
complaining that there is not enough hotel
accommodation in the town. The Black Lion is a
very old building and the car park is the site of a
Roman Brewery which fortunately has been
excavated and certain of the items found were on
display in the bar (where are they now?). When
permission was given the landlady assured
customers that the Black Lion would stay open
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indefinitely and that there were no immediate
plans to close it. Three months later work on
conversion to flats and luxury apartments is well
under way.
Harry Smiths Bar which had a few flirtations with
real ale closed and became part of the Brasserie
Blanc. This is another restaurant conversion in the
city. The correct translation from the French of
brasserie is brewery.
Sawbridgeworth: The Market House has had plans
for conversion to private accommodation granted
with
conditions
including
a
possible
archaeological survey. The Good Intent also had
plans for residential conversion granted with
conditions. In this case samples of outside material
(walls etc.) must match those currently used.
Shenley: The Queen Adelaide closed since 14th
February 2011 has been broken into at least twice
and is now boarded up. The new owner (the
second since closure) has made a presentation to
the parish council on the proposed plans to
demolish the pub and build three houses on the
site. The pub has the famous Shenley Lock Up and
village pond next to it and the area has been
improved by the council, this just makes the
closed pub look more forlorn and unsightly,
exactly what the developers want.
Stevenage:
In
October the Twin
Foxes
(right),
Stevenage
new
town's first pub, was
threatened
with
demolition to make
way for flats. There
was a strong local reaction against this including a
petition which contained 300 signatures and the
pub got a reprieve. As is the way with these
applications you get the feeling that the battle is
not over. In March, The Prince of Wales in Albert
Street, was found not to be vacant as reported.
There are people living in it and they have been
doing
alterations,
notably
removing
the
fireplace/chimney in the bar. The question is has a
planning application been made or granted?
Walkern: The Robin Hood closed in May and was
sold to Explorer Properties Ltd for £340k. Planning
permission has been granted for change of use to a
private dwelling and the former beer garden has
permission for a new house.
Watford: The Bedford Arms on Langley Road

has been closed and boarded up for some time. It's
still on the market. The Pub on the Corner was
closed for a long while and eventually re-opened
as an Eastern-European themed restaurant called
Komnata.
Pubs Saved
Abbots Langley: The Royal Oak on Kitters Green
closed briefly in April but has since re-opened after
refurbishment with new management in charge.
Barnet: The Black Horse in Wood Street has been
taken over by Oak Taverns and reopened in
November 2012. It is reported that they are
installing or have installed a one barrel brewery as
part of the major refurbishment.
Cheshunt: In March there was a surprising reopening when the Force & Firkin re-started trading
under its old name of the George.
Chorleywood: The White Horse closed briefly in
April, but re-opened in May under new
management. The Stag also closed briefly for
refurbishment but re-opened in May.
Croxley Green: Both the Artichoke and the Coach
& Horses on the Green, which shared the same
owner/lessee closed for a short time but re-opened
under new management.
Harpenden: The Skew Bridge in Southdown
reopened in early March, the new management of
this Punch pub appear to be making a success of
the pub they now have LocAle accredited status
selling Tring beers on a regular basis. The pub
appearance and interior has been greatly
improved.
Therfield: The Fox & Duck closed in February, but
has now re-opened. The Greene King lease is up
for sale.
Watford: The Red
Lion on Vicarage
Road (right), which
had been closed
for a few years, reopened in April.
Initially it was only
open on match
days during the football season, but now it’s open
throughout the week. In March Daly’s Bar on
Whippendell Road closed but it was seen to have
re-opened by June.
Wellpond Green: The owners of the Kick and
Dicky (formerly the Nag’s Head) have had their
planning application for a change of use to
residential use refused by East Herts District

17

REMOVE ALL CROP MARKS FOR
PRODUCTION PRINTING
BITTER END Special Report
Council. The council said: “The proposal would
result in the loss of the public house use which
provides an important local service and would
thereby result in a significant reduction in the
range of provision available in the locality. The
applicant has failed to clearly demonstrate that it is
not possible for a public house use to continue in
this location as a viable business. The proposal
would thereby be contrary to Policy STC8 of the
East Herts Local Plan Second Review April 2007
and the policy guidance set out in the National
Planning Policy Framework”.
Weston:
Greene
King sold the Red
Lion
(right)
to
Tilehouse Properties
Ltd Planning who
applied to convert
the pub into a house
but were refused by
the local council. There is strong support for
retaining the Red Lion, with 27 objections to the
planning application being made, and local
interest in running the pub. There is just one other
pub in the village.

The White Lion

White Hart Tap
4 Keyfield Terrace, St Albans
Tel: 01727 860974

Timothy Taylor Landlord, London Pride,
Doom Bar, Harvest Pale & 2 Guest Beers
Quality Food Served Lunchtime all week
Evenings Monday - Saturday
Sunday Roasts
Traditional Fresh Cod & Chips Every
Friday Night
Quiz Night Every Wednesday

Large Beer Garden

www.whiteharttap.co.uk

STOP PRESS!

91 Sopwell Lane, St. Albans
Herts, AL1 1RN
Tel: 01727 850540

David from the White Lion has
taken over the Lower Red!

South Herts CAMRA 2010 Pub
of the Year Bronze Winner
All our pints of ale are served
in oversized lined glasses

www.TheWhiteLionPH.co.uk
Serving:
Tring, Young’s and St Austell Tribute
5 changing beers

34 - 36 Fishpool St, St Albans
AL3 4RX, Tel: 01727 855669

Food Served
Lunchtimes: Mon to Sat
12 Noon – 2pm
Evenings: Mon to Fri
6.30pm – 8.30pm
Sunday lunches served:
1pm until 4pm

Opening Times:
12 to 11pm Monday – Saturday
12 to 10.30pm - Sunday
Email: David@TheBigCatGroup.com

www.TheLowerRedLion.co.uk
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Barred net in the 70s
Further to my comments in edition 255 Oct/Nov
2012. The lad with the furry coat was Dave Griffin
a New Barnet boy who also had a knack of being
barred from pubs, mostly for singing. After a few
beers he would often and totally against the run of
conversation burst out with, “You ain’t nothing but
a hound dog”, and as he was escorted to the street
by the landlord we would hear ”Wub bub alubub
a wam bam boom” disappearing into the distance.
I do however remember Bob Baker who wore a
cowboy hat and did the rounds of pubs. Getting
barred from the George in Barnet was an easy
thing to do. Singing, of course, eating or being
loud, which included laughing or any of a dozen
other infringements. My friend Steve Bramall,
regular at the Monken Holt, Hadley Green tells a
story of the George that may or may not be true. It
goes like this, a bloke walks into the pub with an
old mongrel on a lead, ignoring the sign saying
“No Dogs, Guide Dogs only”. He orders a pint and
the landlord says, can’t you read, it clearly says no
dogs only guide dogs. “I can’t read says the
stranger, I’m blind and this is my dog”. “Don’t give
me that” says the guvnor, “guide dogs are always
Labradors or Alsatians”. Shocked, the stranger
replies, “Oh no, what have they palmed me off
with?”
Dennis Walsh
Ed Says: For those of you who do not know, the
George had a large oak panelled bar and served an
excellent pint of Charrington’s IPA and Bass during
the 70’s. It was run by the Guvnor and his two
sisters who were only interested in their few
regulars, as they ran a successful wedding
reception business with all the marquees etc. in
the extensive storage space at the rear of the pub.
The clientele were tweed and blue rinse who
objected to those young scruffs, all the boys
needing a damn good haircut and the girls a comb
or hairbrush and a proper skirt, not those dirty
jeans etc. The Chinese restaurant across the road
was not licensed and the waiter would have to
cross the road and bring drinks back on a tray. The
more meaner of the customers would see how
often they could send him out when it rained. I
can remember the sight as he tried to do the return
journey with a tray full of glasses whilst trying to
hold up an umbrella. Sadly the pub has now gone
and I am not sure what became of it, I am sure
someone will inform me.

Better class of abuse
Considering
your
‘abuse
the
customer
competition’, fortunately I was in a position to
choose my customers unlike so many pubs of
today and therefore if you didn’t like someone you
could abuse them. I remember an elderly foursome
came into my pub early on a Monday morning
after a very, very busy Sunday lunch and evening
session, and demanded four cups of coffee. I
explained I had run out of coffee, I was sorry and
they could have tea. The annoyed octogenarian
shouted, ‘There’s a sign in your bl**dy window
saying you sell Coffee’. I replied, ’Buses advertise
Persil but they don’t take in laundry, get out!’
There were many other instances when Joe public
got up my nose and they were shown the door. I
can give you many examples.
Why not have a competition called: - ‘What
Customers Say’? When you’re working behind the
bar most customers ignore you, only know you’re
there when they want a drink, otherwise you are
invisible and can’t hear them. I remember one
summer’s evening three suited and booted gents
came into my pub and whilst drinking one said,
’My wife has just ordered three grand’s worth of
fitted bedroom wardrobes’. After a slight gap in the
conversation, one of the other men said, ‘Why?
There’s nothing wrong with your wardrobes!’ The
first man said,’ How the f*** do you know?’ To this
day I don’t know if that was a joke or not!
JT (who is drip feeding me clues as to his identity)
Ed Says: I have on several occasions highlighted
some of the odd and eccentric reasons people
have been barred from pubs. The articles about
publicans from the 70s have given some good
examples. I also wrote an article “Why customers
hate bar staff and why bar staff hate customers”. I
may actually publish it again. Having worked
behind the bar myself in the 80s I know exactly
what you are describing. Customers can be heard
very clearly in the relative quiet behind the
counter, and I eavesdropped many intimate and
personal conversations. There are also the
customers who come in and want to tell you the
most embarrassing things about themselves and
others, as if you are some sort of agony aunt or
confidant. On occasions it was very hard to keep a
straight face.
Any comments, articles or letters for publication
are welcome. Please send to: Steve Bury, 14 New
Road, Shenley, Herts, WD7 9EA. Or send an
Email to us at: pintsofview@hotmail.co.uk
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Brewery Wordsearch Competition

Mark the thirty brewery names listed below in the above grid:
Brewery names: Anchor Springs, Batemans, Coastal, Donnington, Enville, Eden, Fullers, Fyne, Goffs,
Havant, Iceni, Jacobi, Kelham Island, Loddon, Ludlow, McMullen, Neath, Nethergate, Orkney, Palmers,
Quantum, Ramsgate, Shires, Springhead, Swan, Thame, Union, Verulam, Wapping, Yates.
All entries to be sent by 13 March to: Steve Bury, 14 New Road, Shenley, Herts WD7 9EA.
As we are winners of the East Anglia Newsletter of the Year we are celebrating by increasing our prizes to
two for each competition for the next five editions. The 1st winner drawn wins a choice between a 2013
Good Beer Guide signed by its editor Roger Protz, or “An Appetite for Ale” cookbook by Fiona and Will
Beckett, retail price £19.99. Please indicate your prize preference.
The 2nd winner drawn wins the non-chosen item of the above. Photocopies are acceptable

Your name and address
Including postcode:…………………………………….………………………………..………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..………………
Winners of Pints of View 256 Christmas Crossword: G. Tong, Stevenage (wins a 2013 Good Beer Guide);
Clive Moore, Sawbridgeworth (wins An Appetite for Ale book). Solution on page 24.
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Real Ale Bulls-Eye at the Bell and Crown

ext up in our series of articles about pub
landlords from the past and the key role
that they played in the development of
CAMRA locally come Alf and Joan Pearson of the
Bell and Crown in Cowbridge, Hertford. The Bell
and Crown was a traditional local, once just a
house and shop which, it is thought, became a
beerhouse in the 1850s, bought by McMullen’s in
1914. It stood at the town end of a small run of
shops — one formerly the home of W.E. Johns, he
of “Biggles” fame. It comprised a busy and livedin public bar, a small saloon bar to the side (more
of a room really and often unused) and an angled
street entrance and lobby with a jug and bottle
hatch inside. The pub was popular with draymen
as well as residents.
In the 1970s the Bell
and Crown (picture
left,
courtesy
of
Hertfordshire
Archive and Local
Studies) had escaped
the
McMullen’s
preference (at that
time) for its caskconditioned beers to
be served on top
pressure. A bank of handpumps defiantly sold AK
mild and Country bitter in the exact way that the
nascent CAMRA liked. Tenants Alf and Joan
Pearson had formerly run the nearby Unicorn in
Hartham Lane but had now made the Bell and
Crown their own. You could say that the pub was
happily untroubled with anything modern, with Alf
and/or Joan ever present at the bar, conducting
events and fully taking part in the conversation,
leg-pulling and banter that accompanied an
evening’s drinking. If Country Bitter had its takers,
sales were easily eclipsed by AK which was kept in
fine fettle. A well-worn jukebox sat in the corner
of the public bar, regularly fed with coins to
present the bar with 1950s and early 1960s
classics (it seemed that no new 45s had been
added for many a year) and the dulcet tones of
Slim Whitman and “Rose Marie” could be heard at
regular intervals. It mattered little if you liked this
song; it was part of the pub, as if Rose Marie was
actually sitting at the bar. Enter CAMRA. It is 1975.
Looking for a pub to host our newly-formed South
Hertfordshire dart team, someone suggested the

39 High Street
Harpenden
Hertfordshire
AL5 2SD
01582 763989
VISIT US FOR
A warm welcome
Beautiful beer
Green and peaceful garden

Home-prepared food served
Monday to Saturday 12-2pm
www.cross-keys-harpenden.co.uk
Bell and Crown and Alf was duly approached and
he agreed — probably thinking this would be a
short-term arrangement. The team however had
other ideas and went on a surprising unbeaten tenmatch run that was no doubt spurred by the wellknown skill-enhancing qualities of AK. Double
sixteen — no trouble. Sandwiches were provided at
half-time but our winning ways only meant more
matches and the making of more sandwiches
which was becoming a chore for our hosts. About
five matches in on our run half time came and no
food arrived. Alf avoided eye contact. After a
suitably embarrassing wait, the door opened and
in came a banquet provided by Alf (now roaring
with laughter) via the local Chinese take-away.
Chinese snacks became a regular feature of home
games and the team’s reputation for good food and
beer soon surpassed our performances which
eventually took a downward turn. Double sixteen,
er, where’s that. Our time at the Bell and Crown
lasted for a couple of seasons until the team
folded. As those initial CAMRA years passed and
in the face of the real ale revival, Mac’s re-thought
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their policy on top
pressure
and
reintroduced
handpumps
to
many of the town’s
pubs — today they
all
offer
The former Bell and Crown
handpumped
as it is now
cask-conditioned
beer. But in those early CAMRA days pubs like the
Bell and Crown stood out against the “progress” of
keg bitters and top pressure beers and offered the
discerning beer drinker somewhere to drink in a
world overwhelmed by tasteless fizz. When Alf
and Joan retired in late 1980, the Bell and Crown
received an internal makeover and it continued to
trade for a further decade until, in 1990, time was
called by McMullen’s, who converted the pub for
housing.
Les Middlewood

I

Obituary — Tony Burns

t is with huge sadness that South Herts branch
report the passing away of early CAMRA
pioneer Tony Burns, at the age of just 60.
Tony entered the fray in 1974
and soon had prominent
responsibilities in the branch
becoming a joint organiser of
the Hertfordshire Beer Festivals
held at Hatfield Polytechnic
between 1977 and 1980. He
became one of a company of
bar managers provided by the
branch for the first ground-breaking Great British
Beer festivals held at Alexandra Palace during the
same period, his bar staff enjoying his infectious
sense of humour, and being rewarded for their
efforts with after-show fun and beer. His love of
traditional beer soon moved to brewing and in a
partnership the Victoria Brewery was founded in
Ware in 1981, a host of branch members helping
to convert a dilapidated maltings into a mini-tower
brewery, in eager anticipation of the three main
beers — Victoria Bitter, Albert Ale and the robust
Hellfire. With the demise of the brewery after four
short but fun-packed and productive years, Tony
continued to support the branch where he could as
his new work took him around the country. With
his late brother Dave, there was a time in the late
1970s and early 1980s when the name Burns was

synonymous with South Herts branch — and they
were also involved in finding and recording the
classic pubs of Britain — a precursor to today’s
National and Regional CAMRA Inventories of Pub
Interiors of Special Historic Interest. Both brothers
were well known on the National stage. The
branch will miss Tony`s joy for pubs and beer and
salute his part in promoting real ale and setting the
branch on the road to the strength that it has today.
Our thoughts are with his family and friends.
Here`s to you Tony.
Les Middlewood, Vice-chair, South Herts Branch

Before They All Disappear

B

efore
They
All
Disappear is the title of
a
comprehensive
illustrated
CD
and
an
historical record of 274 St.
Albans pubs, past and present,
together with their very
colourful pub signs. This
comprises 113 pubs in St. Albans (Central) and
161 pubs in the Nine Parishes. The CD has been
produced by Rosemary Wenzerul and Tony
Stevens, as a non-profit venture, seeking to raise
up to £1000 for Keech Hospice Care for Adults
and Children.
We would like to thank the Bricket Wood Society
and the Park Street & Frogmore Societies who
sponsored us, Phil Defriez and his Committee,
South Hertfordshire Branch of CAMRA for
allowing us to sell them at the St. Albans Beer
Festival and for promoting them. Most importantly
of all, to everyone who promoted and purchased a
copy in St. Albans and the nine Parishes.
We are delighted to be able to tell you that we
have reached our target of just over £1,000 and
have been able to pay back our two sponsors and
will be sending Keech Hospice for Children and
Adults a cheque for the balance at the end of
December for just under the thousand.
We still have a few left for sale, if anyone is
interested in purchasing them, they are just £3.00 please contact Rosemary Wenzerul on 01923
677111 for details. ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE
FORWARDED ONTO KEECH and hopefully, this
will bring our total for Keech up to £1000.
Without your help, we would never have reached
our target.
Rosemary Wenzerul and Tony Stevens
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“Acting Up” - John Young’s
Autobiography

ohn Young - Chairman of Young’s of
Wandsworth from 1962 until his death 17th
September 2006 was one of the great brewery
owner eccentrics and someone
once met never forgotten. I had the
pleasure to meet him on several
occasions and had mentioned this
to Andy Bradley then manager of
the Red Lion in Radlett and now
running the Mops & Brooms at
Well End. When delivering the last newsletter to
the Mops, Brad gave me a copy of John Young’s
autobiography which he completed only weeks
before his death. The book is full of surprises,
including his exploits as a fighter pilot in the Fleet
Air Arm during the Second World War, and the
charity work that he undertook for the National
Hospital for Neurology where he held the unpaid
position of Chair of the Board of Governors. He
also helped to preserve Shire horse breeds in this
country and was president of the Shire Horse
Society. John Young was awarded the CBE in 1975
for his charity work and became a freeman of the
City of London in 1986, and then Wandsworth in
1992.
What really surprised me was that he was fully
aware of the formation of Wells & Young’s as the
negotiations were completed to transfer brewing to
Bedford in 2006 which coincided with the
anniversary.
Wandsworth
Breweries
175th
Although he talks it up in the book it is obvious
how disappointed he was that the brewery his
family had owned since 1831 was to close and
cease brewing. I visited the Wandworth brewery
four times and it was one of the best trips you
could imagine, the place was like a working
museum of everything to do with traditional ale
production and delivery. Not only were there
stables for the Shire horses that delivered beer to
all the Young’s pubs in a five mile radius (each
pair of horses could pull three tons) but all the
maintenance of harness and tackle and the drays
was done on site. There was a blacksmith and a
cooper with an apprentice plus two steam engines
which had supplied all the power for the brewery
until the 1960’s. Sadly dray delivery was stopped
because of the rise in traffic, after some near miss
incidents, and the unreasonable attitude of other
road users.

The final incident that
brought horse drawn
dray delivery to a
stop was a dray that
had stopped outside
the
Plough
in
Clapham
Junction.
The driver had gone
inside the pub and a
motorist got out of his car and removed the chocks
and hit the backsides of the dray horses who
started off down the road. Shire horses are quite
intelligent and knew their route, so trotted off to
the Dukes Head in Putney, fortunately arriving
without incident.
We had been told that the brewery must go so that
vital roadworks could be undertaken to stop the
gridlock in the centre of Wandsworth. Five years
on the site remains the same with the Brewery
Tap, built into the brewery wall, boarded up and
looking very drab indeed. Brewing has not stopped
as Sambrooks micro-brewery is now working from
a unit within Young’s. Again I ask what price
progress?
Steve Bury
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THE LAND OF LIBERTY, PEACE
AND PLENTY
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“A Proper old FREEHOUSE”
6+ Real Ales, Perry & Cider
Pork Pies & Pasties all day
Open All Day
Traditional Pub Games
20 mins Chorleywood Stn
Regular Events
Winter Ales Fest – 14-17th Feb
Winter Warmers & Dark Beers
Easter Beer Festival
28th Mar – 1st April
Seasonal hoppy beers!!

Long Lane, Heronsgate, Hertfordshire,
WD3 5BS
01923 282226
See www.landoflibertypub.com
Multi CAMRA Award Winner
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Chelsea Pub Squatters Evicted

T

uesday 20th November saw a group of
squatters who had moved into the historic
Cross Keys pub in Chelsea evicted. The 300year-old
pub whose
previous
patrons
included Agatha Christie
and Bob Marley was
closed earlier this year by
the owner who claimed
that it was not making a
profit.
Plans to convert the pub
into a dwelling worth an
estimated £10 million have been rejected after
objections from local residents. The decision to
refuse the plans is being appealed and a major
campaign to save the pub is underway. Local
campaigners claim the loss of this historic, much
cherished pub will damage our community — and
diminish the quality of local life.
The owner is now trying to claim that the squatters
have damaged the interior of the pub, to aid his
appeal.

Henry VIII Banned Hops

N

oble English Craft Lager has been
launched by Greene King and the
advertising goes as follows ”This
outstanding English craft lager owes its heady
aroma, its distinctive fresh and crisp flavour and
even its name to the group of hops we call noble
hops and in whose honour we dedicate our brew.
In the 1500’s, under pressure from traditional
brewers, Henry VIII declared this interloper hop
from the continent a “Wicked and pernicious
weed” and banned it. We suggest you make up for
what your ancestors were denied. We give you
Noble English Craft Lager”.
What a load of rubbish! In the 1500’s no one - not
even Henry himself - had heard of lager (or beer
for that matter) as they all drank ale, which for
those of you who do not know is unhopped. Henry
VIII did ban hops at the request of brewers, when
they were brought into this country by the
Huguenots who had left France and Holland for
Kent and Essex after religious persecution during
the reformation. The English were drinking strong
ales at the time and did not like the weaker, more
bitter beers that the immigrants were brewing. Ale

South Herts CAMRA
Pub of the Year 2011

relied on its alcoholic strength whereas beer had
the preservative oils from the hops.
These hops by the way are male hops and female
ones are used in traditional lager brewing. Oliver
Cromwell or his Parliament went to the opposite
extreme and decreed that hops should be used in
all brews, hoping that the bitterness would put
drinkers off. This of course failed miserably and the
extra ingredient not only allowed beer to last
longer but gave a wide variety of new flavours and
could of course be brewed to any strength one
wished.
Pints of View 256 Crossword solution
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This section contains information from a large number of sources and occasionally errors may occur.
News items are supplied to meet newsletter deadlines, and which in some cases may be out of date upon
publication. Comments or additional information should be sent to our contact details on page 19
Aston End: The Crown was purchased in
September and has been refurbished and
reopened, styled as a gastropub. Buntingford
Brewery is supplying them with ales.
Barley: Landlord Geoff Kavanagh has left the
Chequers. He says he had made an offer to buy
the pub from Greene King at above market value
but this was rebuffed. Geoff cites Greene King's
prices as being too high for the business to be
viable. Greene King has installed a temporary
manager at the pub.
Bushey: The Rifle Volunteer on Villiers Road now
has Sharp’s Doom Bar in addition to its regular
Courage beers.
Bushey Heath: A very recent report has come in
saying that the Devonshire Arms on the High
Road, which has been closed for many years, has
been converted to houses.
Chapmore End: Welcome to Chris and Brendan
Bacon new leaseholders of the Woodman and
their managers, Jennifer Collins and Gary Mack.
The good news for beer drinkers is that the Greene
King beers will continue to be dispensed direct
from the cask. Abbot, IPA and guest beers will be
stocked and the pub will now be open all day from
12 noon Tuesday to Sunday, opening at 5pm on
Mondays. Real cider is on tap and light lunches of
soup, baguettes and sandwiches are available
Tuesday to Saturday lunchtimes with Sunday roasts
between 12-4pm. Thursday night is food night
with specials ranging from seafood to curries. The
pub has received a tasteful redecoration, retaining
its two-bar status and front-garden improvements
have been completed with a new conservatory and
improvements to the rear gardens under way. New
WCs are planned to serve the rear garden. Look
out for mini beer/music festivals this year and if
you are a walker, for the walks that are regularly
arranged from the pub.
Datchworth: Greene King is currently advertising
for a new tenant at the Plough.
Flamstead: Hard to imagine but the Spotted Bull St
Albans was mistaken for the Spotted Dog in the
last edition. It was the Bull in St Albans that was up
for sale and we apologise to those at the Spotted
Dog for our mistake.
Goose Green: Still no news of the future for the
Huntsman which remains closed.

Harpenden: The Rose and Crown 'Bismatti' in
Southdown had the appeal on the refusal of
change of use from last year accepted by the
inspector. The pub will now be demolished and 14
flats built on the site. The inspector appeared to be
swayed as the Rose and Crown was not that old,
built in 1924 and had numerous extensions and
modifications over the years detracting from the
building's character and set among a load of
tarmac along with an ugly concrete garage.
The appellant also successfully put the case that
trade was low with little wet trade and two failed
Indian restaurant ventures. The inspector agreed
the building is unsuitable for any other use such as
vet, retail etc. It is reported that the Silver Cup has
changed hands.
Haultwick: Very sad news that Rob Sylvester,
landlord at the Rest and Welcome for some 34
years, has passed away. With the pub located in
an extremely remote area of east Hertfordshire and
with a low turn-over, owners McMullen’s are
expected to close it for good, though in time might
offer it up for sale.
Hertford: Managers appointed by the holding
company which is running the White Horse on
behalf of Fullers have left and a new manager has
taken the reins — still no news on the appointment
of a leaseholder. A major refurbishment of the
Woolpack is being planned by McMullen’s.
Hitchin: The Orchard and Anvil, in Nightingale
Road, has been closed since 2008. Hitchin-based
HG Construction Ltd has submitted an application
to North Herts District Council, asking for
permission to demolish the pub and replace it with
four houses, with car parking spaces. An
application in March 2011 to create a two-storey
building with 12 flats was refused by the council.
An appeal against that decision was also
unsuccessful. Previous applications in 2008 and
2010 for 24 apartments, and then a mix of retail
and flats were both withdrawn. It is not yet known
when a decision on the latest application will be
reached.
Kimpton: The Boot, High Street, Kimpton changed
hands on Tuesday 11th Dec. Mr & Mrs Barry Smith
left after nearly 6 years, and a local boy (born and
bred in Kimpton) member of Kimpton Players and
ex Kimpton Rovers footballer Craig Barnes and his
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wife Trina have now got a lease on the property,
for the next 20 years!! We wish them a warm
welcome and every success.
Mill Green: The Green Man owned by the
Gascoyne estate remains empty. We have been
informed that a lease of the pub has been on offer.
One interested party had withdrawn when they
had seen the pub and realised that at least £150K
would need to be spent on the building before it
could be reopened.
Patchetts Green: A belated welcome to Joe
Dobbin who took over at the Three Compasses in
early November. Joe has previously run the
Victoria in Bushey.
Potters Bar: The Strafford Arms has discontinued
its oriental menu and will now be going back to a
traditional English menu.
Royston:
Town councillors have shown
unanimous support for JD Wetherspoon’s plans to
redevelop the Manor House Club in Melbourn
Street. The final decision now rests with North
Herts District Council, and if planning consent is
granted the next step in the process is for JDW to
make a licensing application.

St Albans: A belated welcome to the new licensee
at the Peacock Kayleigh Kavanagh, formerly at the
Goat and White Swan. One real ale available currently Fuller’s London Pride, but could be
others in future.
Stevenage: A new bar opened in Stevenage Old
Town on 13th December. It is called The Bank and
is described as a music venue and lounge bar. As
yet we have not ascertained whether it serves cask
beer.
Ware: We extend a warm welcome to Heather and
Terry Higgs, new landlords of the Worppell.
Watford: The Tudor Arms on Bushey Mill Lane is
now part of the John Barras chain of pubs.
Wadworth 6X and Black Sheep Bitter are the
regular beers.

CAMRA BRANCH DIARY
HERTS & ESSEX BORDERS CAMRA
Mon 11 Feb: Herts & Essex CAMRA AGM.
includes Good Beer Guide pub selection and
Branch Pub of the Year. Queens Head, Allens
Green 8.30pm.
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Mon 11 Mar: Branch Meeting - Woodbine, Honey
Lane, Nr Waltham Abbey 8.30pm
Mon 25 Mar: Branch Committee Meeting - Old
Bell, Sawbridgeworth 7.30pm.
Mon 8 Apr: Branch Meeting - Old Bell
Sawbridgeworth 8.30pm.
NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE CAMRA
Mon 11 Feb: GBG selection meeting at the
Victoria, Hitchin at which we will decide which
North Herts Pubs should go in the Good Beer
Guide. 8:15pm.
Sat 16 Feb: Minibus Trip to Graveley, Lt
Wymondley & Gt. Wymondley.
Visiting
Highwayman, George & Dragon, Wagon &
Horses, Plume Of Feathers, Buck's Head and the
Green Man. Minibus pickup information is below.
Thu 21 Feb: Branch Trip to Luton Beer & Cider
Festival — meet at the festival from 7pm onwards.
Mon 25 Feb: Committee meeting - Highlander,
Hitchin 8:15pm.
Fri 8 Mar: Pub Ramble in Hitchin visiting Coopers
Arms, Kings Arms, Cock, Sun Runner and
Victoria. Meet in the Coopers Arms at 8pm.
Fri 22 Mar: Branch Annual General Meeting and
Social - Orange Tree, Baldock. We will be
providing a buffet supper. 8:15pm.
Sat 30 Mar: Minibus Trip South & East of
Stevenage. Visiting the Chequers, Woolmer Green;
the Lytton Arms, Knebworth; the Crown, Aston;
and Our Mutual Friend, Stevenage. Three GBG
pubs on one trip! Minibus pickup info below.
MINIBUS PICKUPS: from 6pm onwards in
Stevenage, Hitchin, Letchworth and Baldock. £6
members, £10 non-members. Please contact Paul
Beardsley to book 07970 440703 or email:
socialsecretary@camranorthherts.org.uk
See our website www.camranorthherts.org.uk for
late changes to the programme.
SOUTH HERTFORDSHIRE CAMRA
Tue 12 Feb: Branch Committee Meeting — Six
Bells, St Albans 7.30pm.
Sat 23 Feb: East Anglian Regional Meeting - Red
Lion, Luton 12 Noon. Alongside is a branch trip to
Luton pubs and Luton Beer Festival. Details TBC.
Tue 12 Mar: Branch meeting — Hertford Club, Bull
Plain, Hertford 8pm
WATFORD & DISTRICT CAMRA
Wed 6 Feb: Trip to Battersea Beer Festival,
Battersea Arts Centre (BAC), Lavender Hill, SW11
5TN, 6pm. Meet at membership stand on the hour
every hour.

Thu 21 Feb: Abbots Langley crawl: Royal Oak,
Kitters Green, WD5 0ET, 8.30pm; Boy’s Home, 1
High Street, WD5 0AA, 9.15pm; Compasses, Tibbs
Hill Road, WD5 0LJ, 10pm.
Tue 26 Feb: Branch Meeting - Sportsman, Scots
Hill, Croxley Green, WD3 3AD, 8pm.
Wed 6 Mar: Trip to London Drinker Beer Festival,
Camden Centre, London, WC1H 9AU, 6pm. Meet
at products stand on the hour every hour.
Thu 14 Mar: Annual Breweriana Auction - West
Herts Sports Club, 8 Park Avenue, Watford, WD18
7HP, viewing from 7pm for an 8pm start.
Wed 20 Mar: Rickmansworth crawl - White Bear,
Church Street, WD3 1JQ, 8.30pm; Feathers, 34
Church Street, WD3 1DJ, 9.15pm; Pennsylvanian,
115/117 High Street, WD3 1AN, 10pm.
Tue 26 Mar: Branch AGM - Estcourt Arms, St.
John’s Road, Watford, WD17 1PT, 8pm.
Beer festivals listed in this issue — See page 7

CAMRA BRANCH CONTACTS
Please direct queries to the relevant branch below.
If unsure which branch to approach, please
contact us at pintsofview@hotmail.co.uk.
Herts & Essex Borders CAMRA
Chairman — Brendan Sothcott, Tel: 01279 507493
Mini-Bus Bookings — Call Graham on:
07753266983 or Email:
mini-bus@heb-camra.org.uk
Pubs Officer - Ivan Bullerwell, Tel: 01279 304117
Socials Contact Email: social@heb-camra.org.uk
Email: Secretary@heb-camra.org.uk
Internet: www.heb-camra.org.uk
North Hertfordshire CAMRA
Chairman — Brian Mason, Email:
chairman@camranorthherts.org.uk
Socials Secretary — Paul Beardsley, Email:
socialsecretary@camranorthherts.org.uk, Tel:
07970 440 703.
Internet: www.camranorthherts.org.uk
South Hertfordshire CAMRA
Branch Contact: John Bishop, Tel: 01582 768478,
Email: realales@yahoo.com
Socials Contact: Iain Loe: Tel 01727 839586
Email: iain492002@yahoo.co.uk
Internet: www.hertsale.org.uk
Watford & District CAMRA
Branch Contact: Andrew Vaughan.
Phone: 01923 230104. Mobile: 07854 988152.
Email: watfordcamra@googlemail.com
Internet: www.watfordcamra.org.uk
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