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held in St.albans.

HERTFORDSHIRE BEER
FESTIVAL

Defore going any further
your diary: Friday lst -
be cet aside for & visit
held at Hatfield Polytechnic, south of Hatfield on the 4l.

three day event will be the first major Beer Festival in the
county since 1972 when the first ever CAI'RA beer festival was

Fourtecn breweries, offering some two-dozen

meke a note of the following dates in
Sunday 3rd July; for this weekend should
to the Hertfordshire Beer Festival,being
The

brews, will be represented and these include most of the local breweries plus & vide
selection of exotic brews from across the country. Real araught cider from Somerset
will be making a rare appearance in Hertfordshire and Floughmen's lunches will be on

sale .

Jazz bends, folk groups and Morris dancers etc will be rerforming and a

large variety of pub games will be available for use. Also on digplay will be the

branch's exhibition of brewing techniques
vhich has recently appeared in a number
of libraries in the west of the county.
Thank you

At this point we must thank Hatfield
Polytechnic and the Student's Union for
their nelp and co-operation in getting
the event off the ground and to John
Blackwell of the Barley Mow at Tyttenhan-
ger Green who has kindly supplied us with
the license and helped in the preparatory
work - we greatly appreciate it.
Entrance
Entry will cost 20p with a further 30p
deposit on a glass (which is, of course
refundable when you leave). Altcrnatively
you could purchase one of the special
commemorative glasses which is being pro-
cuced for the occasion (it will bear a
similar design to that shown above). It
is hoped that the new'Real Draught Beer
in Hertfordshire' guide will be available
in time for the festival.
Licensing

Licensing hours are as follows:

Friday 1st: 11.00 - 3,00; 5.30 - 11.30.
Saturday 2nd: 11.00 - 3.00; 5.30 - 11.30.
Sunday 3rd: 12.00 - 2,00.

NB. No admittence after 1lpm each <vening,

On SCllez

Beers:from the following breweries
will be available:

McMullen's; Rayment's; Greene King;
Fuller's; Adnam's; Brakspear's;
Paine's; Theakston's; Ind Coope; and
Arkell's. Boddington's, Pollard's,
Thwaite's and Hogkin's will be avail-

zble at selected times in the weekend.
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The Other County Brewery sy PETE LERNER

Almost anyvhere in
Hertfordshire except
in the western part
of the county, one
could not fail to Dbe
aware of the exist-
ence of Mclullen's,
the county's largest
brevery, who adverticc
their products regul-
arly and prominently on buses, hoardings
end in the local press. But I would doubt
whether nore than a small proportion of
even the country's most cedicated beer
drinkers are more than dimly &ware of
Rayment's, the county's other unsung
brevers. Finding the brcwery is difficult
enough. It is located at a crossroads of
two country lenes in the village of
Furneux Pelham, in the north-east of the
county. The buildings date back to the
18605, when the brewery wes founded, and
externelly show little evicence of moder-
nication. Scores, possibly hundreds of
cmall country breveries of similer size
have been closed since the turn of the
century - swallowed up by larger firns.
Yet peculiarly enoucgh, the fact that Ray-
nent's emalgemcted in the 19208 with the
Greene King orsinisation has nroved the
key to its continued exictence.
Tied Houses

.t the prcscnt time, Rayment's trade is
clearly divided into two parts. Onc 1is
besed on the 25 tied houces, 1in the towns
and villages of Hertfordshire and LsceX
within a few miles of Furneux Pelham. The
second, and dominant section of their
trade is the free trade, further afield
especielly in Escex and London, north of
the Thames, end nainly in clubs. Two cezck-
conCitioned beers are breved - BBA an
excellent bittcr and AK a delicate lisht
mild. There is also a keg bitter and &
bottled pale zle (bottled by Greene King
at Biggleswade, the Furneux Pelham bott-
ling plant having succumbed to old age).
An Enigma
To C.IiRA, Rayment's are an enigna. Un onc
hand, their draught beers arc usually
superb when you can find them, and totelly
different in flavour from thosc of the
parent company, Greene King. Their pubs
too, especially in the country, are often
unspoilt examples of how a. good pub should
be. Again, the very fact that the brewery
exists and produces real draught beer is
to the credit of Greene King and is our
gain, as the company keep reminding us.
Conversely, only a minority (8 out of 25)
of their pubs sell real ale, only two of

these being in Hertforshire, one of which
(The Crzzy Pub at Hunsdon) is hardly ever
open. So far as I am aware, Rayment's real
zle is only available in two free houses
in the county, at Gt.Munden enc Spellbrook
and Rayment's refuse to enter into free
trade in arces already served by Greene
King - which means that Rayment's beers
w11l never be available in Hatfield,
St.Albens or Watford, whatever the demand.
Indeed Raynent's treding area has reduced
in the last couple of years, with the
hiving off to Greene King of 4 pubs in
Eccex, one in this county (at Barkway) and
their sole pub in Cambridgeshire.

Phased Out

Then there is the problem of Rayment's
disappearing bcers. Two years ago there
was & dark mild; five years ago a full
renge of bottled ales; and until recently
% leg nild (perhaps no great loss!). Anc
Greenc King are more than reticent to
spend any nmoney on advertising or promot-
ing Reyment's nice, inexpensive ales while
more profits cen be reaped from the prom-—
otion of fizzy Abbot-ile — compare Ray-
ment's publicity with that of Hook Forton
or Paines, both similer sized breweries.
Closure ?

Rumours continually reach me, as CAMRA's
Rayment's linkmen, that the brewery is on
the toint of closure, yet I am assured
that the cuestion of the closure of the
brewery has not even been ciscussed by
Grecene King, nor are there eny plans to
alter the recipes or range of beers. ie
must obviously accept these assurances,
but I would urge any beer drinker who
wishes to ensure the future availability
of Rayment's fine beers by doing the job
that the company themselves seem reluc-
tant to do, that is active promotion. We
should seek out Rayment's outlets, ask
for the beers by nzme, enjoy them and let
others know about them. We should encour-
age free trade outlets to supply this
inexpensive local beer, rather then some
of the fashionable and overpriced exotic
brews currently invading the area. Local
CANMRA branches, members and sympathisers
must take the lead in convincing Greene
King that Rayment's beers are worthy of
being made more, not less available.

If CAMRA does not care zbout the future
of Rayment's, who will?

More information about the history of
the firm can be found in the forthcoming
1977 Real Draught Beer in Hertfordshire
CAMRA Guide, and you will have the chance
to sample some at the Herts. Beer Festival.

pee



Truman’s Real Ale

Truman's new Tap Bitter will be on sale
in five pubs in the south of the county
(and about 100 in the south-east of Eng-
land). The new cask-conditioned beer is
served from a converted keg and a newly
designed air pressure system will replace
the beer with air as the beer is removed.
Handpumps will 'pull' up the beer. The
beer has an original gravity of 1039.5
and Truman's managing director lir Fen-
wick~Clennell has comparcd the beer to
Charrington's IPA. Price? 32-35 nence per
pint - which does meke it fairly expen-
sive compared with other local beers of
similar original gravities.

Air Pressure

Tep Bitter is the first cask-condition-
ed beer from the Loncon Brick Lane brevi-
ery in six years. Unfortunately the new
system has its drawbacks - if too much
pressure 1s applied it may have the same
effect as blanket CO2. This could well
jeopardise eny recognition of the beer by
CLMRA. Obviously licensees will hold the
key, but one can't help wondering why &

Changes

Recent changes on the pub scene read as
follows: ;

Aston The Pig and Whistle is now selling
Whitbread Marlow bitter.

Flamstead The Three Blackbirds has intro-
duced Watney's Fined Bitter.

Harpenden The Inn on the Green - sadly a
loss — no longer selling Abbot Ale.

High Cross The White Horse now has Ind
Coope bitter on hendpumps.

Little Wymondley The Buck's Head now has
Whitbread Marlow bitter.

St.Albans The Horn of Plenty at the top
of Alma Road has recently introduced Ind
Coope bitter and Burton Ale.

Sawbridgeworth The 0ld Bell sells Ind
Coope Burton Ale.

Slip End (just in Beds.) The New Royal hés
Watney's Fined bitter.

Stevenage The Roebuck, a Trust House
Forte establishment is now selling Greene
King's Abbot Ale a@nd Rayment's bitter -
and at very reasonable orices.

Studham (just in Beds.) The Bell is now
serving Ind Coope Burton Ale.

nevw system had to be invented at all.
Tried and trusted methods continue to
provide the best results.
In Herts

Anyhow, the proof is in the tasting and
the new eouipment has been (or will
shortly be) installed at the following
Hertfordshire pubs:
The Leviathon in Wetford
The. Alexendra in Wood Street, Barnet
The Crown and Anchor in High Barnet
Tne Kings Head in London Colney and
The Cheguers at Redbourn.

Prices up

The latest loophole that the Big Six
have got involved in is in increasing the
nrice of a pint before the FPrice Commis-
cion report on the profit margin of
brewers and licensees is completed. Many
of the smaller brevwers will no doubt
follow suit but it's zbout time Mr Roy
lfattersley, Secretary for Prices and Con-
cumer Protection used his powers to stop
any further increases until the report ig
completed. After all, what is the point
in publishing a report when the brewers
have been allowed to manoeuvre into a po-
sition where any immediate price curbs
have been ant1c1pated and compensated for|

Due to recent price increases, our list
of good value pubs and their expensive
counterparts will need amending and will
therefore be published at a later date.

Brleflz. e

Congratul®tions to kEnfield end Barnet
branch who have finally succeded in beat-
ing our branch darts team - 4-3 at the
Reailway Bell in New Rarnet. They have elso
won our group in the London CAMRA darts
League (despite the two defeats we inflic-
ted on them) and so go into the semi-
finals - good luck! Herts South were 2nd.

Congratulations alsc to Rusty, branch
Treasurer, and 'Debs' who were married on
4 June at Winchmore Hill - honeymooning
in Donnington's country.

The branch stall at the George Street
Traders Association day in St.Albans sold
£30 of Ford Fiesta Raffle Tickets.

The winrers of our lake May a Mild Month

raffle zre as follows:

1. Liz Steiner of Barnet.

2. Kevin Cook of Luton and

3« George Colney - ticket sold in The See- -
bright Arms, Barnet - yet to be claimed.

MEMBERSHIP

CAMRA is an independent organisation
fighting to improve the guzlity of beer
and pubs throughout the country. Why not
join and help us improve the lot of the
drinking person? For your £4 subscription
you will receive a copy of the monthly
'What's Brewing' - CAMRA's newspaper.
Details from: The Membership Secretary,
CAMRA, 34 Alma Road, St.Albans, ALl 3BW.



Hooked on Norton

This was certainly a trip with a diff-
erence! Apart from minor problems with
over-booking and running out of petrol,
the Saturday contingent arrived at Hook
Horton at midday to participate in the
brevery open weekend. Hot knowing what
to exvect, contingency plans were made
Tor after the tour and subsequently aban-
doned for reasons which will become app-
zrent. We were shown over this old
Cotswold village brewery by various mem—
bers of the family and staff. Much of the
motive povier used for pumping, working
1ifts and hoists etc., comes from a sple-
ndid o0ld steam beam engine on the ground
floor. The brewing process follows the
usual tover gravity flow system with an
unusual open copder cooling tray at tae
top of the brewery, used in the first
stege of cooling after boiling.

No Ke

Tne cellar neld a surprise - it cont-
zined a defunct kegging nlant - kept as a
museum piece (other brewers please take
note - rd). Then, via the bottling lines
into the large metal store, normally used
for the storing of casks, but today op-
erating as the tzp room. After a few pints
and thinking closing time was imminent,
it was discovered that the brewery had an
zll-cay license, with the inecvitable re-
sult that we stayeda - for Hook liorton
produce two excellent draught beers - best
bittcr and mild. Together with several
other parties we were entertained by the
.iook KNorton Brass Band until we finally
ceparted about 5.30pm. Stops in Oxford
:nd Chesham rounded the day off before
the  journey hone. JIN AXFORD.

For details of future brewery trips to
Iullers, Youngs and Guinness please con-
tact Jim at 117 Queens Road, Watford.

Goin% Gone

Gur ey anch meeting at the Red Lion
in Radlett proved to be & great success.
The highlight of the evening was an auc-—
tion of brewing parapliernalia. Mats,
trays, towels, old beer guides, adverts,
rare bottles etc. etc. were all up for
bidding but the 'star' item was the
original artwork for the 1976 Good Beer
Guide which went to a wealthy buyer from
Potters Bar who is now in America. The
~whole evening produced £44 for branch
funds - much more than expected. Greene
King Light and Dark Mild were put on
especially for the occasion which of
course fell in May (the Mild Month). And
thanks to all the landlords who hosted
our 'Make May a Mild Month' socials.

DIARY of EVENTS

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH

June 22 June Branch Meeting
The White Hart, Welwyn (Whitbr-
ead Marlow) 8.00pm. Note: Wednes-
day not Tuesday.

July 1-3 Hertfordshire Beer Festival
at Hatfield Polytechnic ( see
Page 1 for full details).

July 19 July Branch Meeting
The Cricketers, Redbourn
(Ind Coope) 8.00pm.

July 21 Brewery Trip to Young's 2.30pm.
Tickets now sold out.

Hertfordshire North Branch

July 13 July Branch Meeting
The George, Hitchin (Ind Coope)
Starting 8.00pm.

July 23 & 24: The branch is running a
beer tent at the Mechanical
Restoration Society's Steam
Rally being held at Cclliers End
on the AlO. Contact Pete Lerner
for further detezils: '
Tel: Watton-at-Stone 616.

Herts/Essex Branch

July 3 Real Lle bar at Harlow Fleyhouse
(Formal Sunday hours).

July 12 Informal meeting at The Lemb and
Flag, Colliers End (on A10)
McMullens. 8.00pm.

July 16 (Sat) Real Ale Tent et Cheshunt

Carnival, Grundy Park, Cheshunt.

July 25 July Branch Meeting
The Crown, 0ld Nazeing Road,
Broxbourne (Charrington's)8.00pm.

July 20 Day coach trip to Henley-on-Thames
(home of Brakspear's). Coach pick-
ing up at Bishop's Stortford,
Harlow, Epping, Walthem Abbey,
Waltham Cross and Palmers Green.
For further details contact Rob
Candlish:11 Cordell Close,
Cheshunt, Herts. EN8 ORJ. or Tel:
Walthem Cross 32045 (home) or
Fotters Bar 44351 ext.29 (work).

NEWSLETTER

This Newsletter is produced monthly by
the Hertfordshire South Branch of the
Campaign for Real Ale. All contributions
should be sent to the Editor by the
first day of the month:

Les Middlewood, 8la Linden Way,Southgate
London, N14 4NG.

Further copies are available from the
Editor: please send large SAE.



