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HERTFORDSHIRE BEER
FESTI\AL
3efore  go ing  any  fu r ther  rna-ke  a  no te  o f ' t l i e  fo l lo rv ing  d .a . tes  in
your d. iary:  l r ic iay lst  -  Suncl.ay 3rd July;  for this weekencl shorr ld.
be  se t  as ide  fo r  a  v is i t  to  the  Her t fo rc lsh i re  Beer  Fes t iva , l rbe ing
he ld  a t  I Ia t f j -e Id  Po ly tec i rn ic ,  sou th  o f  Hat f ie td_  on  the  ^1 .  lhe
three  cay  event  r " ' i l - l -  be  the  f i rs t  na jo r  3eer  Fes l i va i  in  the
county since ]-912 vhen the f i rst  ever cAl,?A beer fest ival .  r , ;as
he ld -  i n  S t .  i r l bans .  Fou r te  cn  b re l re r i es ,  o f f e r i ng  some t l r o - c l ozen

b rews ,  t r i 1 l  be  rep resen ted  and  these  i nc lude  r i i os t  o f  t he  l oca l -  b r c , . r e r i es  p ]us  a  i r i d .e
se l -ec t ion  o f  exo t ic  b rews f rom across  the  count ry .  Rea l -  a raught  c ic le r  f rom Somerset
t " i1 l  be  na l< ing  a  ra re  appeararce  in  Her t fo rcsh i re  and.  F loughmanrs  lunches  w i l l  be  on
sale .  Jazz bands, folk groups and tr ' lorr is cLancers etc vi l l  be performing anC a
I  = n n e  r r o r i  o * r r  n ll o r r>e  v@r rs , y . f  pub  Sa rnes  r ' i i - l - l  be  ava i l ab le  f o r  use ,  A1  so  on  c i i l p l ay  w i l l  be  t he

:;il;';:""*:Hii;""11"3i:;'lf :';H;::""f on sole,
o f  l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y .
?r  I  

w .  v r  '  
I  Bee rs  ' f r om the  fo l l ov , i ng  b re r . re r i esI  nqnK you L. . ,- ' / , t ' ; t  

i " -p-ornt  r , ,e  nust  thank j ia t f ie td I  .1 t .11.  fe  Svaia lab le:  ,  .j l  u  i J l r . ! s  i ) ( J . ] - r r u  l ! e  I n u s I  t r l l a n j (  l l a I I ] : e l d  |  . . ,
pnr  r z *an r - r r . i  a  - - . r  ; ; ^  

- . ; , , r : * ; - :  
; ; -  . - _ : - ; *  |  I r l c l , l u l l en ' s ;  Ray rnen t f  s l  G reene  K ing ;r  v  ! r  e v v r r r r 4 w  @ 1 u  t h e  S t u C e n t r  s  U n i o n  f o r  I  ; - , ,

the i r  he lp  and co-opera t ion  i "  u " i1 ' t " " '  I  
Fu l le r r  s1  ' / idnamr  s1  Brakspear f  s1

r l n a  a , , a - *  ^ r +  + r ^ ^  _ _ ^ . . - r  ^ - r  * ^ - ; ^ . : ' ^ .  I  P a i n e r s ;  T h e a k s t o n r s l  I n d  C o o p e ;  r J i d
t h e  e v e n t  o f f  t h e  g r o u n d .  a n d  t o  J o h n  |  ; : ; ^ ' "  

" t  r r l e ^ D v v l t  D t  l r r u  v v v l ' J e t  (

R r  o a L . r , a . t  . l  ^ r  + r " ^  r  ^ - ' r  a . .  r r ^ , ,  ^ +  - : . ; ; ^ - .  ^ . ^  |  A r k e J _ 1  r  s .  B o d d . i n g t o n r  s ,  p o l l  a r d r  s ,t s I  a c k w e l l  o f  t h e  B a r l e y  M o w  a t  T y t t e n h a n - l  i l . . - - -  
l v s q r ^ a 6 e v r r  o t  r  v r r @ r u  D t

ger Green r.;ho has kindly suppt,r"il""="r,rurl TIl': ':: ':^.T1-I:"TT:: :']tl,:-:^:J111-r s r / P r r v u  u D  r r r u r r l  
a b l e  a t  s e l e c t e d .  i i m e s  i n  t h e w e e k e n d .the  l i cense and he lpe  d  in  t re  p repara tory l  a  r / r .a )  /  r  ^wELwyN

Lr;i,;,.f"6=eat.;r 
a;prec_are _t. 

I Hotfield 
',,fffi

lntry wit- i  cost 2op r+ith a further lop | / /  
Y{eRrFcRT 

>?
d e p o s i t  o n  a  g ' l a s s  ( w h i c h  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e
refundable when you Ieave) .  i rJ-tcrnat ively
you cou ld .  purchase one o f  the  spec ia l
commemorat ive glasses which is being pro-
Cuced. for the occasion ( i t  rv i l l  bear a
simi lar design to that shown above).  I t
i -s hop'ed that the newrReal Draught Beer
in Hert fordshire'  guid.e wi l l  be avai l -able
in t i rne for the fest ival_.
l .

Ltcenstng
Licensing hours are as fol lo lrs:
F r i d a , y  l s t :  1 1 . 0 0  -  3 . 0 0 ;  5 .  j O  -  1 1 . l O .
S a t u r d a y  2 n d :  1 1 . 0 0  -  3 . 0 0 ;  5 . 3 O  -  1 1 . 3 0 .
Sunday 3rd:  l -2 .00 -  2 .00.
N3. No admittance after 1lpm each er"'en-irg.

STTBANS

<.

Atooo
POTTERS

HATFIELD
POLYTECHNIC

WATrcRD



The -Other County Brewer
Ahnost an;n'rhere i-n
Hertforclshire exeePt
in the r'restern Part
of the countyr one
could not fai l  to be
arrere of the exist-
ence of I' icl.Iul1enr s r
the county's largest
brclrery, r.tho acLvertise
t i reir  products regul-

ar ly anc1 promineir t ly on blrses, hoari ings

and. in the locaf press. 3ut I  uoul-d d'oubt

l lhether : : rore than a snal- l  proport ion of

even the countryr s nost r ied' icated beer

clriirkers are.nore iirari tl imly attare of

Ray i ren t ts ,  the  county rs  o ther  \ lnsung

brlriers. Find-ing the br:e uery is thiff,icult

enoug 'h .  I t  i s  foca ted  a t  a  c rossroac ls  o f

two countr'J' Janes in the villa'';e of

Furneux  Pe lhano in  the .nor th -eas t  o f  the

county. The bui ldinEs clate back to trc

1B6Os, uhen the brewery uas foqnded, ar id-

cxruernal- l -y shon l i t t le evi i -ence of noder-

n isa i ion .  Scores ,  poss ib ly  hund ' reds  o f

smaf l  count ry  b rer :e r ies  o f  s in i la r  sLze

irave been cl-osed' s ince thc turn of the

century - sv;allolred. up by larger fj-rns'

Yet petul iar ly enough, the fa 'ct  that Ray-

nent i  s a.nal6ar; . ted in the l - !20s ' ; r i th the

Greene l ' ing or:" ; : l !sat ion has proved the

key  to  i t s  con+, i -nued e : : i s tence '

Tied Houses
, , t  t i ;e  p rcscn t  t ime,  i laynent rs  t l ' ac le  i s

e lear ly  c iv iCcC in to  t r :o  par ts '  Onc is

based on  the  2J  tLcd '  houscs ,  in  thc  to r rns

ancl v i l la4;es of l lert fordshire and Lsscx

r ; i th in  o  i " to  n i les  o f  Furneux  Pe lhan '  Tne

second, and Cominant sect ion of thei ' r

t racie is the free trade, furthcr af ield

espec ia l l y  in  Es :ex  and LonCon '  nor th  c f

the firarnei, ancl nainly in clubs' Two cask-

condit ioned beers are breued - BB/r an

excel lent bi t tcr and AK a ciel icate l i5ht

mi1d..  There is also a keg bi t ter and a

bott lecl  pate ate (UottLea by Greene l i ing

"t  
gigSf.svade, the Furneux Pel- l iam bott-

l - inE pf ant having succumbed to o1d ege) '

fl".5ntp,1?o*""*ts atre an enigtna' o':l ollc
hand, their d-raught beers arc usually

superb lrhen you can flnd' them, and totally

diiferent in flavour from thosc of the

parent company, Greene King' Their pubs

ioo, 
""p"ci .r1y 

in the countryt  are often

unspoifi ex"tples of how a'; good pub should

be. Againr th; very fact that the brewery

existl an6. produces real clraught beer is

to tbe credit of Greene King 9nd' is our

gainr as tbe compar5r keep.remind'ing us'

Eott6"""fy, only 
" 

i,itto"ity (B out of 25)

of their pubs sll1 real a1e, only two of

le
'-

Y BY PETE LERNER
these being i-n Hert forshirer one of which
(The Cre.z.y Pub at Hunsd.on) is hardly ever
open. So far as I  an avarer Raymentts real
al-e is only avai lable in t l ro free houses
in. the county, at Gt.I{unden ani" Spellbrook
and Ra; 'nentts refuse to enter into free
trade in arcas a}reaCy served- by Greene
King - l ;h ich r ; teans that Raynentrs beers
,,r iL l  never be avai lable in l iat f i -e1d-,
St.AJ-bans or l lat forC, t ihatever the dernand.

Indeed Rayrentrs traC.ing area'  has reduced.
in the last coul: , le of yeaxs, with the
h iv ing  o f f  to  Greene K ing  o f  {  pubs  in
Essexl one in this county ( a-t Barkway) and-
their  sotre pub in Cambridgeshire.

Phosed Out
Thcn there  is  the  prob lem o f  Rayr ren t t  s

di-sappearing bcers. Tlto years a6o there
l;as a dark mild-; five years a4p a. fulI

renge of bott led" afes; and wtt i l  rocent ly
i  i : e g  n i l d  ( p e r h a p s  n o  g r e a t  f o s s ! ) . . n t t C
Greenc l i ing are nore than ret icent to

sircnC atiy noney on ad-vertising or: pronot-

ing  Raynent rs  n ice ,  inexpens ive  a les  l+h i le

nore prof i ts can be re-aped fron the prorn-

ot i -on of f  tzzy ,( ibbot 'A-Le - cornpare Ray-

: ' ren t ts  pub l i c i t y  u i th  tha t  o f  l look  Hor ton

or  P : : ines .  bo th  s in i la r  s ized '  b rer i ie r ies '

Closure ?
Runours cont inua. l ly reach ne, as CAIiRA's

Raymentf  s l inknan, that the brelrery is on

the point of  c l-osure, yet I  em a.ssured-
. that the cuest ion of the cfosure of the

breuery has not even been Ciscussed by

Grccne King, nor are there any plans to

a l te r  the  rec ipes  or  range o f  beers .  l le

must obviously accept these assurancest

but I woul-d urge a.rry beer Cri-nker r+ho

rr ishes to ensure the future avai labi l i ty

o f  Raynent 's  f ine  beers  by  do ing  the  job

that the ccnpany themselves seem refuc-

tant 'uo do, that i -s act ive pronot ion'  We

should. seek out Raymentrs out lets,  ask

for the beers by neme, enjoy them and let

others know about them. He should encour-

age free trade out lets to supply this

inexpensive locai beer,  rather than some

of t le fashionable and overpr iced exot ic

brews currentJ.y invading the area' LocaL

CA],fA breireches, nembers a'nd sympathisers

must take the lead in convincing Greene

King that 'Raymentr s beers are rvort tqr of

teing made nore, not less avai lable'

If CAIIRA does not care about the future

o f  Rayment 's ,  who s i l l?
tlore information about the history of

the firm cart be found- in the fortbcoming

19?? Reat Draught Beer in Hertfordshire

CAI{RA Guid.e, and you will have the chance

to sarnple some at the Herts. Beer Festival'

t.
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Trumon's Reol Ale
Trumants  ne t i  Tap B i t te r  t ; i l l  be  on  sa le

in f ive pubs in the south of the county
( and about 100 in the south-east of Eng-
land.),  The new cask-condit ioned- beer is
serveC from a converted. keg and- a nerrly
designed a. i r  pressure system wi l-1 replace
the beer with air  as the beer is reraoved,.
i iand.pumps ni11 rpul l r  up the beer.  The
beer has an or iginal  gz:ayi ty of lo lp.  )
and Trumanr s managing Cirector l.lr Fen-
wj.ck-ClenneII  has compared the beer to
Charr ingtonr s IPA. Price? 32-35 Dence per
pint -  which cloes nake i t  fair ly expen-
sive cornpared i" i th other local beers of
si-mi lar or i r i inaf nravi t ies.
Air PressrJre

Ta.p  B i t te r  i s  the  f  i r s t  cask-con i i t ion-
ei  beer from the London tsr ic]< Lane bi :eu-
ery. in six years. Uir fortunately the new
^. .^ *a-  L -^  . i+^  i ra l ibacks  _  i f  too  t : ruchJ J J U q l r r  r l 4 D  f , u D  \

pressure is appl ied- i t  n iay have the sa;re
effect as blanlcet COz. This could- ne1]
jeopard- ise eny recognit ion of the beer by
Cl lRA.  Obv ious ly  l i censees  v ; i l1  ho lC the
key, but one eanrt  help t ;ond.er ing lvhy a
new system had to be invented. at al l .
Tr ied and trusted nethod-s cont i-nue to
prov ide  the  bes t  resu l ts .
ln HerlS

Anyhow, the proof is in the tast ing ancr.
the  new eou i -pment  has  been (  o r  u i11
shor t l y  be)  ins ta -LLed a t  the  fo l lou ing
l lert ford-shire pubs:
' lhe Leviaihon in Watford.
The Al-exandra in i" iood Street,  Sarnet
The Crown and Anchor in High Ba.rnet
The Iiings iiead in Lond.on Colney a:rd.
The Cheouers at r f .edbourn.
F \ 'rnces up

Tire lates'c l -oophole that the 3ig Six
irave got involved. in is jn increasing the
pr ice  o f  a  p in t  be fore  the  Fr ice  Commis-
sion report  on the prof i t  nargj-n of
brewers and l- icensees is completed. I t {zuty
of the smal- ler brevers l l i l I  no d-oubt
fol- l -ow suit  but i t rs about t ime Mr Roy
i lat tersley, Secretary for Pr ices and Con-
suner  Pro tec t ion  used h is  poners  to  s top
any frlrther increases until- the report ig
completed..  After al l ,  what is the point
in publishing a report when the brewers
have been allowed to manoeuvre into a po-
sition where any imrned.iate price curbs
have been anticipated. and compensated for

Due to recent pr ice increases, our l ist
of good, value pubs and their expensive
counterparts will need arnend.ing and. will
therefore be published, at a later date.

^ lLnonges
Recent changes on the pub

foL lows:
Aston The Pig and Whist le

Whitbread. l '{arlow bitter.

scene read as

is  now se l l ing

has intro-

- sadly a
4 1 e .
has Ind

Flamstead The Three Blackbird.s
6ea-w"tney I s Fine d. tsi t ter.
Harpenden The Inn on the Green

loss -  no longer sel l ing Abbot
High Cross The White I{orse now

Coope bi t ter on hand.pumps.
Little Nymond,le.y The BucHs llead now has

'r ihi tbread, i t {ar low bi t ter.
St.Albans The Horir  of  Plenty at the top-Sffiiminoad 

has recently introduced Inc
Coope b i t te r  and Bur ton  A1e.

Sar.rbr idgenorth The 01d Bel l  sel ls Ind
Coope Surton A. l-e.

SI ip End (;ust in Bed.s. )  fne } ieu Royal ] ias
i , latneyr s Fined- bi t ter.

Stevenage The Roebuck, a Trust House
Forte establ ishment is now sel l ing Greene
Kingrs Abbot Ale and Rayrnentf  s bi t ter -
and at very reasonabfe pr ices.

|  .  \  - ,
S tud"ham (  jus t  in  Deds. )  The 3e11 is  now

serv inc  Ind  Coope Bur ton  A le .

Brief |y...
Conp-ratul f t ions to Lnf ield.  end Barnet

branch ''rho have finally suceed.ed. j-n beat-
ing our branch darts team - 4-3 at the
Rai luay Bel l  in New Barnet.  They have aLso
lron our group in the London CAllRh d.arts
League (d.espite the two d-efeats r . ie inf l ic-
ted on them) and so g,o into the semi-
f inals -  good luck! Herts South rvere 2nd.

.congratut-at ions d;;  To' iusty,  bra: ' rch
Treasurer,  &d rDebsr l rho were narr ied on
4 June at Winchmore Hill - hone;nnooning
in Donningtont 

"  "oT.ty. . .
The branch sta1l at  the George Street

Traders Associat ion day in St.Albans sold
C30 of Ford Fiest" Lr l l l . " .  Tickets.

The winners of our l {ake May a l { i ld } lonth
raff le are as folLows:
I .  L tz  S te iner  o f  Barnet .
2. Kevin Cook of Luton and
3. George Colney - t icket sold in The See-

br ight A:ms, Barnet -  yet to be claimed.

MEMBE RSHIP
CAI'IRA is an ind.epend.ent organisation

fighting to improve the quality of beer
and pubs throug'hout the cor:ntry. Hhy not
join and help us improve the 1ot of the
d.rinking person? For your €,4 subscription
you ril1 receive a copy of the monthly
rl{hatts Brewingr - CAII{RA!s newspaper.
Details from: The Membership SecretarXrt
CAIUR.A., 34 Alma Roadr St.Albans, All 3811.



Hooked on Norton
This was certainly a trip r+ith a d.iff-

erence! Apart  f rom minor problems with
over-booking and running out of petrol ,
the Saturd.ay contingent arived. at Hook
i{orton at mid.day to part ic ipate in the
brer.iery open weekend-. !trot knowing what
to expect,  cont ing€ncy plans uere made
for after the tour and subsequently aban-
Coned for reasons irhich ui l - l  become app-
arent.  We were shom over this ol 'd
Cotsr.rold.  v i l1a6e breuery by var ious mem-
-oers 

of the farni ly and staff ' .  l {uch of the
not ive i )ol ier used for pumping, norki-ng
L i f ts  and ho is ts  e tc .  r  comes f rom a  sp le -
ndLid. old. stearn beam engine on the ground.
f l -oor.  The brewing pr\ocess fof  lct . 's the
usuaf tol ier gravi ty f low system with an
unusual open copper cool ing tray ai '  I 'ne
top  o f  the  bre t+ery ,  useo in  the  f i - rs t
s t a g e  o f  c o o l i n g  a f t e r  b o i l i n g .

No Keg' , ' i re cel lar i reld a surpr ise -  i t  cont-
ained a r iefunct ke3gi-ng plant -  kept as a
:ruseun piece (other brer ' , 'ens .please take
n o t e  -  i . d , ) .  T h e n ,  v i a  t h e  b o t t l i n g  l - i n e s
in to . . t fg .  la rgp  meta l  s to rer .  nornar l l y  used
-for the stor ing of casl<s, but today op-
crating as the tap roorn. After a felt pints
and th ink ing  c losLng t ine  was inn inent t
i t  uas discovereC that the brewery had an
i,1.1-c-ay 1j .cense, rr i th the incvi table re-
sul t  that we stayed - for 1{oo} ' .  l jor ion
produce tr ,ro excel lent draugit t  beers -  best
bi t tcr and rni- ld.  Together r .r i - th several
c ther  par t ies  l re  were  en ter ta ined by  the
, iook i iorton Brass 3and. unt i l  t . ;e f inal- ly
r :epar ted  about  5 .3Opm.  Stops  in  Oxford
:nd. Cheshan rounded, the Cay off  before
'r,hq journey hone. Jnl AXflRl.

i lor detai ls of  future brewery tr ips to
Ful lers,  Yo' .rngs and Guinness please con-
tact J im at 11? Queens Road' Wii t ford.

in Rad. let t  proved. to be a great success.
The highli-ght of the evening lras an auc-
t ion of brewing paraphernal ia.  I ' iatst
trays, tor ' rels,  o1d, beer guides r adverts t
rare Jcott les etc.  etc.  t . rere al l  up for
bid"d"ing but the I starr, i-tem was the
original artwork for the f976 Good Beer
Guid-e which went to a wealthy buyer from
Potters Bar who is no* in America. The
whole evening produced 944 for branch
fr.rnd.s - much more than expected.. Greene
King Light and Dark Mild. were put on
especial ly for the occasion uhich of
course fell in l{ay (,tfre Mild Month). And

thanks to all tbe land.lords rvho hosted
our rMahe May a Mi ld.  Monthr socials.

DIARY of EVENTS
lmRTrr0RlSHIRE SOUTH BRANCI{

Jtne 22 June Branch Meetin,q
The White Hart ,  Hetwlm (Hhi. tbr-
ead- Marlow) 8.OOpm. Note: Wed.nes-
d.ay not Tuesday.

July 1-3 Hert fordshire Beer Fest iva^l-
a
Page 1  fo r  fu1 l  de ta i l s ) .

July 1! Jul .v Branch l ieet ing
The Cri-cketers, Red.bourn
( t n d  c o o p e )  B . o o p m .

July 21 Erewe ry Tr ip to Youngr.s 2. lOpm.
T icke ts  now so ld  ou t .

Hert fordshire North Branch

July 1l  Jul" .v Brcnch l \ ieet ing
@(tnacoope)
Star t ing  B.OOpm.

July 23 & 242 The branch is running a
beer tent at  the l iechanical
Restora t ion  Soc ie ty r  s  S team
Ral ly  be ing  he ld  a t  Co l l ie rs  End
on the  A1O.  Contac t  Pete  Lerner
for further d.etaiLs:
Te l , :  Hat ton-a t -S tone 616,

I lerts/Essex tsrar ich

u  u r J Real i le bar at Harlow Flayhouse
(liorrral Sund.ay hours) .

Informa} meeting at The Lamb and"
F1ag,  Co l l ie rs  Enc i  (on  A10)
l '1cMul1ens .  B .OOpm.

( Sat) Real ALe Tent a,t  Cheshunt
Carniva1, Grundy Park, Cheshunt.

JuI l ,  2J Jul-y Branch i ieet ing
The Crovn,  O ld  Naz e ing  Road. ,
Broxbourne ( Cnarr ingtonr s) 8.  oopm.

July l0 Day coach tr ip to Henley-on-Thames
(home o f  Srakspear 's ) .  Coe.ch  p ick -
ing  up  a t  B ishopr  s  S tor t fo rd . ,
Harlou, Lpping, Walthen AbbeYt
Haltham Cross and Pal-ners Green.
For further d-etai l -s contact Rob
CanCl j -sh :  1 l  Corde l l  C1ose,
Cheshunt.  Herts.  mi8 ORJ. or Tel:
Waltham Cross 32045 (frome) or
Fotters Bat 44351 ext.Z) (work).

NEWSLETTER
Tir i .s l , ieusletter is produced monthly by

the Hert fordshire South Branch of the
Campaign for Real A1e. A11 contr ibut ions
should be sent to the Editor .by the
f i rst  day of the month:
Les Middlewood, 81a Linden Hayrsouthgate
lond.on, N14 4NG.
Frrther copies are available from the
Ed.i tor:  please send 1e^lge SAE.

Ju ly  12
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