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HERTFORDSHIRE BEER GUIDE

The 1977-78 'Real Draught Beer in Hertfordshire' guide to real ale pubs in Hert-

fordshire is now on sale price 30 pence.

The 36-page guide includes comments on

over 300 pubs, lists the brews available in each and the general facilities avail-

able.

L history of brewing in Hertfordshire (with svrecial articles on Mclullen's

and Rayment's) is present with a list of the now defunct breweries of the county
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Handpump specification by courtesy of Gaskell and Chambers Limited

and how they met their end. Information on
the brews now available and a centre
spread map, loczting towns and villages
where real ale 1s availeble help to make
up a guide which 1s a must for beer drin-
lers in and around the county. It will be
on sale in many Hertfordshire pubs in the
coning weeks but for those desperate for
a copy they will be on sale at branch
meetings and events (see back page) or are
aveilable from Dave Burns, 44 Torrington
Drive, Potters Bar or Russell Patten, 60
Hillside Crescent, Cheshunt. (please send
a large stamped addressed envelope plus

30 pence - cheques/postal orders to be
made out to CAMRA Hertfordshire South
branch). Pictured opposite is the cover
of the guide - a return to the popular
design of the 1975 edition.

Trumans Out

AMRA's Nationsl Executive have given
the controversizl alr pressure system the
big 'E'. The controversy came to a head
with the launching of Truman's Tap Bitter,
which as a result of the veto, does not
fall within CAMRA's definition of real
ale. Distillers Company have developed
the new form of beer engine, with trad-
itional handpump, but instead of drawing
the beer from the cellar it pushes it by
forcing air into the converted keg. There
are already 300 Charrington pubs in the
London area which are excluded because
they use air pressure. As a result of the
decision, all of the Scottish branches
have disaffiliated from the Campaign - in
Scotland the system is widely regarded as
the traditional method of dispense.




®
., Beer Festival
\ Qg\ For those who missed
<3625 the memorable event,
= Qgé;r the Hertfordshire Beer

= Festival took place at
Hatfield Polytechnic

over the weekend 1 - 3
July. We tried to make
the event zppealing to

not just the hardened

= _=)
[:j[:][:][:j{:][:} beer drinkers by hav-

500-U

The branch‘ELs notched up its 500th
1977 Good Beer Guide sale which hes mer-
ited a special letter from CAMRA Chair-
man, Chris Bruton. In his letter to the
branch he says "this is more than twice
as many as any other branch in the coun-
try and I would like to congratulate the
Committee and all branch members who
have contributed to this magnificent
effort."

ing live rusical entertainnent and pub
cearmes. This made the festival a grect
~uccess even if some were cistractcd for
=z vhile from the main purpose of the
event.

Beer and Cider

etween 7 and 8 thousand pints of beer
were aruns over the weekend, ac well as
30 puzllons of rezl cider. I nope that
#rom the thousends of people that atten-

ded. we nzve ~ained some support for tae
cause of Real fle (and Cider for that
metter).

Unforiunately there were one or two
pcoplerresent who ‘thourht they iwould et
their kicks out of brea<ing windows. This
will mean that we will be less able o
finence other C/MRA events in the future
beccuse our profits were reduced congid-

Committee

#ith the resirmation of Tony Burns
from the branch Committee, we are left
with = space to fill - anyone who feels
they could spend & little time each
month to help the branch and the Camp-
2ign, please contact brench Chairman
Bob Horrish, Tel. 3t.Albans 59507 (nome)
The rest of the prcsent Committee reads:
Dave Burns Secretary FPotters Bar

51492. (home)

2uccell Fatten.Treasurer Waltham Cross

49707 (home)
Jim AxTord Precs end 117 .ueens Road
Fublicity Watford.
tarian Green Events . - D1 082 6406
Crcaniser  (home)
Mecrion Birch Social Rickmansworth
Secretary 73913 (home)

crezbly as a recult of thic vondalisme
Despite this incident ve have cevery in-
tention of running & sinmiler event next
ve.r znd hope thai we can have your
gapnort.
Credits o

1 would like to convey my thaniis, on
behelf of the orgunising committee to all
those who helped staff tne Tectivel and
especizlly to llic Wincott of the Hatfield
Polytecchnic Student's Unicen anc John
Blacwell of the Barley Kow who arranged
for the license znd gave up much of his
time - even on his 25th wedding anniver-
sary! Congretulations to John and Betty.
Thenks zlso to the many groups etc. who
entertzined: The 3teamboat Stompers,
The Tippen Family, Steve & Jerry, The
Knock Kneced Knzcker Band, Roy Adams and
English Miscellany - the clog and Morris
dancers. by ADRIAN GRELN.

Winners

Finclly, the winmers of the raffle

PRICE SURVEY

The brench'c Price 3urvey being colle-
ted by Jin Lxford feetured in a small
article last month in the London Evening
News. The landlord of the Black Lion in
Shenley (mentioned in the survey as one
of thc most expensive Ind Coope pubs in
our area) contacted idrien Green of the
Comnittee to thanik us for the adverse
publicity saying "4ll publicity is good
publicity". Apparently he will soon be
introducing handpumped 3Bitter but when
asked about the price he rcmarked '"You
will have to save up to buy it". low we
aprreciate this was said tongue-in-cheek,
co we'll have to wait and see. Meantime,
all information on prices should be sent
to Jim Axford, 117 <ueens Road, Watford.

We still have some tickets available
for the approaching brewery trips to
Fuller's and Guinness breweries in Lond-
on. Contact Jim for further information.

held curing the festival are as follovws:

1. it Wyndham of Hatfield Road, St.Alb-
ans, who won 9 gallons of beer

o, Chas. Boden of Baker's End, Wareside
who won 43 gallons of beer.

3, Ian Blay of Langford Road, Cockfos-
ters who won a hardback copy of
the Good Beer Guide.

continued opposite...

4. Won by a lady at the festival - three
bottles of Jubilec Ales.

5. I'r Parker of Melstead, Hemel Hempstead
who wins 2 bottles of Jubilee Ales

6. Mr C.Watson of 157 Green Lanes, Stoke
Newington, London, who wins one
bottle of Jubilee Ale.



Mac’s are figehtinq

For those who are not member t
(membership form on back page) I thought
it might be interesting reading to repro-
duce excerts from a recent article in
"What's Brewing", the Campaign's monthly
newspaper - on liac's, after a meeting
between "What's Brewing" editor Roger
Protz and Ian McMullen, production dir-
ector for the company.

In the company's 150th year lir McMull-
en points to two major reasons for the
survivel and success of the firm (profits
were £1.2 million last year). Firstly the
expansion of the county and secondly the

femily's control of the shares (75% owned’

directly by McMullens, the rest by a com-
pzny pension scheme). After looking hard
2t putting shares on the open market,
licliullen's heve decided to hold on to the
shares and they are confident of fighting
on ezgeinst the big firms.

Lr lcMullen says "If we are forced to
sell shares they go on to the market and
'other brethren' take an interest and one
day come knocking on the door with a sub-
steantial holding.'". But the going has
been tough and is likely to get tougher
for z family concern hedged and ditched
by Capital Transfer Tax and Capitel
Gains Tax.

Pressure

75% of Mac's pubs serve only pressu-—
rised beer and a number of pubs have
recently been 'plasticeted' to the great
distress of some customers. Ian McMullen
is firm on pressure "We prefer to see.
blanket pressure, particularly where
turnover is slow. Consistency is import-
ant. I don't accept that blanket pressure
changes the palate of the beer."

Mr McMullen seid there was a move
back to handpumps in managed houses, but
while tenants are free to decide whether
to use CO02 pressure or not, managers are
told to use & light blanket pressure of
gas of one pound per sqguare inch -
although not all the managers are
thought to carry out this policy. Gassed
or not, Mac's 'traaitional' beers are
selling well and Ian NcMullen expects
them to sell more in proportion to lager
than the national average.

Beer sales

The company's Country Bitter is boom-
ing and sales of AK Mild are still buoy-
ant. Sales of Castle Keg are falling and,
said Ian McMullen "bottled beer is
having a rough time." Steingold, Mac's
strong lager, has about 10% of the
McMullen lager market, the rest taken up
by Harp, which is kegged in Hertford.

fit

T McMullen supported the pub modern-—
isation scheme, "We had to bring some of
our houses up to date. We have invested
£2.8 million on our trading properties
and we have to expand our business" but
he is firmly committed to maintaining
village pubs, "They are the centre of the
community and are essential to the vill-
age. We have a duty to maintain them."
Reasonable prices

With bitter at around 26p per pint
and mild at 24 pence Ian lMcMullen is con-
vinced that their prices are shearply com-
petitive because they haven't followed
the vast investment programmes of the
brewing giants, specially on lager
equipment, vwhich he beleives is reflected
in the price of their beer.
In the brewery

Head brewer Weston Edwerds has been
with Mac's for 22 years with 17 in his
present pogsition. He is short of cap—
acity at present, producing 112,320 rints
of beer a day, and would like to produce
more. He uses T9% barley malt for beer,
with 5 - 6% unmalted cereals and the rest
made up of sugears. He thinks the distinc-
tive flavour of Country Bitter owes some-
thing to the high ouality of Tloccculent
yeast used and the high hop rzte. He uses
whole hops with a small percentage of hop
pellets: he won't touch hop extracts.

The brewhouse is a traditional "start
at the top, finish at the bottom design."
Mr Edwards likes it that way: "I there
were only push button breweries, I'd
rather work in & bank."

e has two mash tuns, three wooden
fermenters lined with copnper and two
post-war copper fermenters. He is keenly
awaiting a new fermenter to allow him to
produce more. llac's are just as keen to
go on brewing beer and to stave off the
big keg corporations.

As Ian McMullen nuts it "It is essen-—
tial that small brewers continue to
exist. We offer a variety of choice and
we are closer to what the public wants."

Thenks to "What's Brewing'" editor
Roger Protz for allowing us to print
parts of the original article.

Another first for the West Herts Sports
and Social Club in Watford who now sell
real draught cider from the wood - Bul-
mer's Dry Cider at 28 pence per pint.

In Potters Bar, the Green Man, in High
St. will shortly have Ind Coope handpumped
Bitter alongside the Burton Ale. The Robin
Hood, along the road will soon become a
managed house selling Bitter and Burton.



Changes

Elstree The Waggon and Horses has intro-
duced Ind Coope Burton Ale ané Bitter-

Hawridgse The Rose and Crown now sells
Tnd 6oope Burton Ale and Bitter.

liemel Hempstead The White Lion in Queens-—

way is selling Ind Coope Burton Ale end
Bitter.

Hertford The Blackbirds now sells Ind
Coope Burton fle.

Little Gaddesden The Zridgewater is now
selling Greene King /bbot Ale anc IPZ
on handpumps, with & Greene King Kild to
follow zlong with Fuller's and Trumen's.

Wzdesmill The Feethers now has Bess and
Courase Directors on handpumps with
Watney's Fined 3itter on clectric pump.
Rerular readers will know thet until now
fake hendpumps,which activated pressure
pumps, vwere used for disrpense.

Welhem Creen [ffTter rcrovetion and some
minor clterctions, the lope anc /nchor
hes re-opened. £11 3 Ind Coope casit con-
ditioned beers cre avaeilatle on han
The. 01é Benskin cclours have been used
in decorcting the exterior of the pub -
a plezsant change from the yellow anc
write of most Ind Coope pubs.

DUMD.

MEMBERSHIP

C)MR:A is an inccicndent orgenisation
hiting to improve the quelity of beer
¢nd pubs througchout the country. Why net
join znd help usc improve the lot of thLe
drinking percon?

For your £4.00 suwbscription you will
receive @ copy of thc monthly 'What's
Breving', CiMR/'s neuspaper on what is
going on in the vworld of beer.

SOUTH HERTS NEWSLETTER

I wish to become a member of CAMRA Ltd.

I agrce to abide by the Mcmorandum and
‘rticles of Associetion of the Campaign.
I enclose £4.00 as my annual membership
sutscription (Any additional amount will
be welcomed as a donation).
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Signature. « o ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o Dates o o o o o

Please send to: The Membership Secretary,
The Campaign for Real Ale, 34 Alma Road,

St. Albans, Hertfordshire, ALl 3BW.
* ¥* ¥* 3 *

DIARY of EVENTS

HERTFORDSHIRE SOUTH BRANCH

July 19 July Branch lieeting
The Cricketers, Redbourn
(Ind Coope) 8.00pm.

July 21 Brewery Trip to Young's. Tickets
now sold out.

2 Folk and Beer Evening
The Crown, Hatfield Road,
St.Albans. T.30pm. (free house:
Bass, Sam Smith's, Greene King,
Charles Wells, Ruddle's)

hug

23 August Branch MNeeting
The Garibeldi, 4lbert Street,
St.ilbens (Ind Coope) 8.00pm.

Aug

iiertfordshire lorth Branch

July 23/24 The branch is running a beer
tent at the lMechanical Restora-
tion Society's Steam Relly being
held a2t Colliers Enéd on the A10.
Contzct Pete Lerner for further
details: Tel: Watton-at-Stone €16

terts/Essex Branch

July 25

July Branch Meeting
The Crown, 0ld Nazeing Road,
Broxbourne (Charrington) 8.00pm.

July 30 Day coach trip to lienley-on-
Thames (home of Bralspeer's).
Contzct Rob Candlish: Tel:
Waltham Cross 32045 (home) or

Potters Bar 44351 ext.29 (work).

" Informal Meeting at The Willow
Beauty, Holdings Road, Harlow.
(Rayment's) 8.00pm

}—
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E.G.M. to accept constitution
The Cock, Hatfield Broad Oak.
(Ind Coope) 8.00pm.

Brewery visit to Greene King of
Biggleswade. Contact Rob Candlish
(see above).

Aug 30

This Newsletter is produced monthly by
the Hertfordshire South branch of the
Canpaign for Rezl Ale. All contributions
should be sent to the Editor by the first
day of the month: Les Middlewocd, 8la
Linden Way, Southgate, London, N.1l4 4ANG.
Further copies are available from the
Editor or the following pubs:

Harpenden: The Queens Headj Hatfield:
The New Fiddle; Hertford: The White
Horse; New Barnet: The Railway Bellj
St.Albans: The Jolly Sailor; Shenley:
Pink's Hotel; Thundridge: The Windmill;
Tyttenhanger: The Barley Mow; Watford:
The Victoria Tavern.




