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THE CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE

SOUTH HERTS.
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1976 A.G.M. in Redbourn
I;.e i,976 Hertfordsbire South branch Annual General l{eeting si11 be held at the

Cricketers, East Conmon, Bedbourn on Id Decenber. The neeting w'ilI incorporate the

December branch meeting. Needless to say, it is important tbet as nar5r membere
turrn up as possible - so make a d.ate in your diariest Apart fron the chance to

Chonge of Heort?
vote or even sta.nd. for the conmitteet
menbers will hear about the gr,rcceseea and
failures of the past year and' niltr vote
for the new branch constitution wbicb
has been drawn up by branch secretarXrt
Dave Burng. There wil-I be a special
raff le for the occasion - the pri-zer of
course will be a pin of beer.Prcceedinge
will start at B.OOpm. The nap belor will
help you find your raY:

Is this a final admiBeionr f:rom one
of the rcst stubborn of brewersr tbat
there might be a demand for real ale
after all? flbitbread in the past have
swept aside an;r such ideas as ta passing
fadr a.nd. contlnuecl rlth their rational-
ization programne. The company cont:rol
about 18 breneries ancl most of the South
Herte area is supplied f:rom thelr fact-
ory in Luton rhich ie unable to produce
argr real draught beer.

Eowever, it norr seens to be tlre pol-
icy that ergr tenent wishlng to sell real
ale and can prove that he can keep it
and seII it in top conditionr can get
handpunps through the breweryr the beer
being supplied from Thitbreadr e Marlorr
brewery.

This coulcl well p:rove to be very good
ners for Hertfordshire drinkersr lf rnaagr
landl.ord.s declde to introtluce real beer
- after all there 1g undenlable tl.enand
ln the Cor:nty ( the number of pubs witb
real draught beer bas Eroll.en by ovet a
hund.red in tbe last yea,r).

It appears tbat distd.butlon nay be a
problen at tbe monent - supp}iee ln llbe
Goatr St,Albaas aro epasnodic a^nd tro
pube in Ear;rend.en are still raitlng for

lb?l1 3i1s1 i"pplr3"..l !b3 T'II3'.b:"I.
Iort on tbe Fleur d,e tysr St.Albaag

bas etopped rhlle plc?alng pernlselon
gocr througb. It rrl1lInot at-op€a nntll
tbe nor yeer md lt ls stlll not hnora
rbrtbl lbltbrcatl lntcld to l.atroduoo
rcel bocr.
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THF ond reol ole
Trlst House Forte at€ nor to put ReaI

Ale into nost of tbeir pubs/reetattratlts.
To our tcnorleclge tbere are gir of tbeir
establlshnents ln Hertfordshlrer three
of rblcb heve been selling real. beer fqr
sonc tlne. Tbese tbrEe are of courEe llhe
BattLearec at Elstree selllng Budllles
Corrnty a.nd Creenc Klng Abbot Alc and IPA
llbe Red Llon in 8ad,lett se:rl'ng Abbot
sd Bagg, and, Tbe Bose and Crorar Tr'!'ng
rhlcb brs Abbot and Bass lorthlngton.

lhe flbite Eorso. lu Eertlngfordbtrqrt
(aontlnucd. back pag!)
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The First Herts.Exhibitioh sv'TEVE BUR'
The Eertfordsbire Beer E:rhibitionr in

whicb I had e srnall partr took place in
the Market Eal1r St.Albans in December
1972. For ne and al l  those presentr I  m
sure it ras a day never to be forgotten.

A 200 plus caoltd dormed 20O0 pints in an
afterrnoon a.nd early evening seseion, which
was second to none. ll itb all the beers at
2p per half and the entrance fee at )Opt
tickets were sold out well in advance.

Some exceptions were made - I remember 4
wealTr hitch bikers from Manchester vho
just couldntt be turned. araY.

3 Committee members and 3 members from
the floor (one being myseLf) had been el-
ected. et a branch meeting several months
earlier as organisere. There was d'iffic-
ulty in finding a suitabl€ venue without

l icensing problems, but we had a gpner -

ous offer of an occasiona-L license from
the guvrnor of The Crown and Sceptrer that

arnazlng little Free House much used' by Reg
and Bob at the t ime. The eloquent Rob Gri-
f f in composed an excel lent let ter whicb we

sent to every brewery in the South Count-
ies. The response wa"s lukewarm to start

with,  but when the f i rst  few breweries
offered us some free beer,  word seemed to
get ror.oril and beer literally poured ln. As
we were spread out between Barnetr l{atford

and St.Albans, i t  gave us a chance to hold'

Cornmittee neetings at sone of the most in-

teresting of the fer real ale pubs left in
the County at the time.

DRINKERS DREAM
}{e didntt have rnucb diff iculty col lect-

ing the beers - roanJr a keen branch mernber
uas rilling to go forth to outlying areas
to collect and at the same time sample the
Iocal br€lr. Some other barrels were col1-
ected by Steve lfarnes and. a fet otber mern-
berg in a hired. van, using a list of load-
ing points like a drinkerrs dtean. A1
Saunders got lost in Raynentrsr havi-ng
organised hie orn private brewery tript
with one of tbe enPloyees.

Arryr,ray, the beer all a*lved' safely by
Fr{,clay, all donated' free, ercept for tno
firkine. Ife tbought re had rritten to ev-
er'5r brereryr(inc1. Ilatneyts rho poLite1y
aetlincd) but as the beer ras being raak-
ed re bad. e surprlse vielt fron one of tbe
d.lrectors of Charringtons, rho bad heard'
fron someoae et Ior^mgs about tbe event' Ee
hatl requleltloned' a kll of IPA 'nd' clriven

fron tfe Ul1e Bnd breter'5r (nor oJ'osedl) to

nake suro that Chasrlngtonr rer:e there'

By Fr{alay eveniag 26 barcelsr replasen-
tlag tbe brers of lone 14 brererlos r€Fo
all-tagped and, rpllod.. 8be tqtll braar an{
rooA btd beon begged and borcorcd' firoa

many a friencl and. relative; even pub dlsp-
lay itena rere in use for tbe first tine
in yeare - beer matsrpostersrpub guides, ,
etc, giving the ball the dgcorative eplash
of colour the occaslon aeeded to brighten
it up.
RED BREAD

Bright a^nd. early Saturd.ay we were all
out seeing how wel l  the beer had sett led
and checking all the taps ran properly.
After haLf-an-hour I started cutting tbe
Frencb bread for the buffet, whicb was gp-
lng alright r:ntil I noticed sone of the
slices turrning r.ed. After immediate medi-
ca1 attention Reg and I slipped out for a
couple of pints of Youngs- to steady rny
nerves. St.Albans was then a very d.ry
torn, v i tb only the Farr ierrs Arms (Uac's)
and the Lower Red Lion (Toungs in a Free
Eouse) to its credit. i{e cut through from
Fishpool St.  for some Macrs, arr iv ing
back in time for the Grancl. Opening.

Soon the Hall was fil led with drinkers
and d.eep discussion on the merits and.
qual i t ies of the ales. Ful lers,  Adnams,
Brpkspears and Hook Nor-ton wer€ gaining
tbe most interest as tbey were not then
available an;mhere in the Cowtty.

fhe ESB ran out first but late anivals
made up for it with Abbot Ale. The local
Morris Dancers gave uE a great display
with crowd participation from John Simp-
son, better knorn for hle Choerless Char-
lle cartoons than his folk d.ancing.

Tbe deadl ine of t .  l0 for c lear ing tbe
Hal l  could not have worked. out better.The
Beers Trere running out one by one and all
the guests f fere rending their  weary l ray
out,  home tbrough the d.ark streets of St.
Albans. Even after the afternoonts excep-
tional showing a few nanaged. a last nignt
cap in the two. Ioeals.

Success ond Publicitv
The halI sudd.enly si16nt, looked deva-

stated. - the souvenir hunters bad taken
the lot, d.own to the notiees on the barr-
eLs seying '2p per half-pint !  |

For the carapaignr it was a great succ-
ess; tt€ as the Eerts. Srancb bad organ-
iged and nrn the flrst r but by no mearrs
the last beer e:rhlbition. It bad been a
great e'vent on a loca1 scale and re dicl
lr€ry re1l for publlclty fron all tbe loc-
aI reekly papers, plus sone of. tbe dal-
lles. Ie had nanageil to get tbe rhole
brench actlvely Lnvolved rhere a oertain
epathy bad crept ln a^nd. galaed nanJr a
ner renber and nuoh public interegt.

So berefg to tbe nert Eertrg 3ee!
Erhiblttoa and let lt be eoon!
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Horoenden & Choice
I

Earlier thls year Harpend.en could
have been d.escribed ag a r-eaL beer dee-
ert, althougb proclaiming 23 pubs for a
populatlon of around 23'OOO.

Eopefully, by the tlne thls Nerslett-
er is pnoduced, it rilI be able to boast
no less than seven real draught beerg.

It all started rith the intoduction
of l{atneyr s Fined Bitter in the spring,
to the Old BelI rhich was followed by
the Inn on tbe Green Restaurant which
nor seryee Gr€ene King Abbot stralght
fron the barrel ( as well a.s on top pre s-
sure - choice ind.eed.t).

Tben ca^ne the Queens Eead; this was
ligted as one of the pube to be receiv-
ing a handpunp for the new fnd Coope
Burton ,1,1e. Here again the bitter is
both on top pressure and hand.punp. (1"
the pr:rnp for the Burton w&s a, long tine
coming, the cbairoan and Dave Eanee pro-
cured and fitted a pair of banclpr.rnps).

Next came tbe EngC.neer, a free house
sell:-ng Ruddles County and BIue, the
ordinary.

Just Woiting
To fo11ow in tbe not too distant ftrt-

ure ar€ the Rose and Crorn and the Cross
Keys - whicb w111 both be eelline Hhit-
bread.Aethereds/Draught bitter - the
punps and stillage are reaqy end waiting
for the beer to artive.

Ilowever, Harpenden continues to keep
its image as on€ of tbe more salubrious
parte of the County as tbe pricee of the
following brers reflect:
1. lfatneys Fined. Bitter (1044) 3lp/pint
2. Greene King Abbot (ro+B) Z)p/pinr
3. Ind Coope Burton Ale (1048) lOp/plnt
4. t f  ' r  Bitter (fof6) Z6p/pLnf
5. Rudd.Ies County (tolO) 3zp/pftf
6. ', Btue ( to38) lop/pint

It is thougbt the llethered.e (1035)
w111 be about 28 or 2)p pet pint.
NB. The figures ln brackets refer to the
orlglnal gravity - that ls the speciflc
gravity of the beer before tt ie fernen-
tecl. This is rougbly prportional to the
beer tg  g

Dorts: win ond lose
The first of our two 1ea4ue natcbes

this nonth wae held at tbe Strafford
Arms, Pottere Bar versus Enfield and
Banret branch- It ras another rln for
Herts South by the fa"uiliar margtn of
4 - 3, Itts always good t0 rin but the 6
points for this win could so easily have
been more. It rag decid.ed to play the
game in revers€, pl-aying all the doubles
first. fbis prsved to be to our ad"van-
tage as we noved. into a 4 - O Lead. The
f foursr and teigbtsr were our dormfal1,
so4 -J i t became .

Defeat finally caught up with us at
tbe Railway 3e11 in New Barnet against
North London branch. Again re playecl the
doubles first but after wirurlng the
first ga&e rre slunped. to 3 - 1 behind.
It was too much to close the gap and
although hr€ won 2 of tbe remaining l
ga&es (including a stunning rbull fi*-
ishr by Chris Gonet) vtctory went to
North London. It all ad.ded up to a d.is-
appointing perfomance and our first
defeat.

tlhlle at tbe prlnters we have a match
agalnst East Lond.on Branch in london.
After this we have a natch against tbe
Railray Bell  Darts Tean on tbe 30th of
this month in New Barrret and a match
( if enough people turrr up) at tbe social
r+.:-t! poytn P".d".. ]l*.ch. o.n.9pe.ce.nbfl. .

Pumps to Essex
llhe handpunps ad.vertisetl for sale in the
l{ersletter last nonth are to be sold to
a pub in Brentrood, Esser, rhich lg ln
Fl1 anaa deperetely sbort of rea.l a1e.
a a ) a. a a a a a a a a a a a a a a O a a

lbo 1976 Bevlrcd Bcal Dragbt Bccr la
Eortfordgblrr la broL .4 nlo af,trr
relllag outrfrcr lell, Onpbcll, lO5
Batobrood. Drtvc, St.Albaac, Bortl,

HA.RPENDEN
srA-]-toN

L
ROSE &
CROWN

ENGINEER
(sr:r*+ls eo)

QUEENS



Trust House Ale
(oontinued from front Page)
rhich ls rest of Eertforde ie already
selling Mctullens Cor.rntry and AK Uild
on hanlpumpe, altbough there ras a small
pnoblen rith the ?O ft. rrrn for the

iip"" rhich rere getting entangled rith

tbe heatlng sYeten.
Tbe Roebuck ln Stevenage is soon to

bave handpr.rnps lnsta1Ied end riII seIl

Abbot and Ragrmentg bltter.
I'inally, tle sixth pub, The Oeorge and

Dra€an in Codicote rri11 rott unfortun-

ateiy, be gettlng arly real ale ae the

cellar Ls apparently the size of ra

broon cupboardr anct tbe bar is only an

anteroom to tbe restaurant'
Sucb places bave in the Pastr been

referred. to as rstcak bar waitlng roonel

by one partlcular brancb nembert but

rlts irope tbis venture runc well antl TEF

ertend it to include their newly acquir-

ed. botels fron Lyone. Fartcy, real ale at

the Cr:rnberla.nd!
. a a a a a a t t t " " t " t o "

!-ears continue to grow that the Srld'ge-
water Arts ln Little Gacltlesdontrecently
soldlnay not have its licence tenered'
a a a a a a a t t t " t t " t " o '

MEMBERSHIP FORM
CAMRA ts an ind'ePendant
organisation flghting to
improve tbe qualltY of beer

and pubs throughout the cor:ntry' lfhy not
join ancl help us lmprove tbe lot of the

drinklng person?
for your 02.O0 subscript ion you wl1L

receive a copy of the montbly rlfbatr s

Erewingr r CAI4RAT s nenspaper on what is

coing on in tbe rorlcl of beer.
? - ; - - :  ;  .  .  .  .  t  t  t  t  t  t  t  '  '  t  t  '  '

SOI}TE SERTS. I[EilSI,gIfEB

I rish to become a menbet of CA!'lBl'

I agree to abicle by the ideaLe of the

Canpalgn antl. I enclose t2.0O as ny

annual membership gubsorlption'
(^ar1y aAaitional anor:nt recelved' wtLl

be'raiconed as a clonatlon)'

F a n g a a . . .  a .  o  o ' .  t  
"  

t  t '  t t t t  t " "  o  
" " t  "  " '

A d d r c g s . . . . o . . . .  a '  
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t "  
" t '  

t o t '  o  t ' o t  t '  t '

.  .  . . . .  o  t  . .  t  
"  "  

t  t 1 l e l  t l i l O 3  t  . .  '  t  t  t  t  t  '

S i g n a t u r e . . . . .  . . . . "  '  t  '  t  '  t  t  '  t  t  '  '  '  t  '  '  t  t  t  t  o

PLease send to: Tbe lernbershiP
fbe Ca,npaign for Beal Aler 34
St.Albsng, Eertfor{sbiT€r !&1

a  a  a  a  a  a  a  t  t  t  '  '  '  '  t  o  '  '  '  '  t  t '

iui"'u.*r"ti." 1" produoed. noatbg by the Eefa'south branob of C1il84'
r  O r  -  ?  t - t - -  I t d

SeoretarYt
Alna Boadt
3Br.

rlbuttons Ebould be sent to tbe ealtor: L,oc tfl'd'11anood, 81e Lladcn lfry'r

DIARY of EVENTS

Sov. 30 Darts lfatch v RailraY Be11 at
The RailwaY Belle Ner Barrret.
(tna coope) start ing 8.ooPm

9 Social and PerhaPg darts natch
rith Soutb Bed'fordshire branch
at The l,lve and Iret Live t
Pegsd.on (Greene King) 8.00Pm

Dec.

Dec. L4 A.G.M. an* Decenber,Mgreting
ATTft Cricketers r Redbourn
(Iad CooPe). See front Page
ior furtber details. 8.O0pm.

Eertford.shire Nortb Brancb

Dec. I Branch Meettng. Tbe Georget
Hitchin. 8.OOPn. (real ale
being suPPlied for the event) '

Eerts ..sex Borders Brsnch

Dec. 5 Informal l{eeting at The
Tanners Armsp Bishops Stort-
ford (ucuullens) B.oOPm

Dec. 13 Branch Meetlng. The Railway
IIotel, BisboPs Stortford'
8 .oopm.

Enfield a^nd Barnet Braneb

Dec. I Branch Meeting. The Georget
Tbe Town, Enfie1d. (Charn-
ingtons) 8'OOPm.

Chonges
Changee this month are as follotrgl
Borehanr'rgocl The Mops and Srooms is now

selllng McMul}ens on handPumpa.
East Barrtet Tbe i{lne Eost sells Sam

Smftns Uitter, llheakstone bitter arct
Old. Pecu1iar. Fullers ESB + L.Pride.

Flararden The Brlcklayers Arms hae
repfacea Uild witb Burton Ale.

Eoddesd.on The Golden ti93 nor selle
Burton Ale. (818h Street).

Eertinsfordburv (neet of Hertford) The
mffiorse hAs Macrs Countrlr + AK'
Klnrs Lannley The Bose and Crorn nor

s€lIB Ind CooPe bitter + Burton Ale'
Letobrorth The Gerrilen Clty Eotel nor
..-.EJ-soha^B 

Theakgtoag oLd PecuLla'r'
Tber{Ie}d Tbe For and' Duck haa rep-
-fi;eTena,mg 

lt{lld rltb Tbeakston bitt.
Ialton at Stone ( south of Stevenago)
TF 

""gg." 
-t" Eorees -'^;r ;eLie I;a

Coope Burton Ale.
. . ' a a a a a t " " "

r a a a a
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